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Lesupatsela 
Director in hot 
water

Metsing Lemphane, the director of the Youth 

Prime Minister, commonly known as Lesu-
patsela, is facing a disciplinary hearing for the 
persistent delay in payments to thousands of 
youth employed under the program.

In a stern show-cause letter dated Wednes-
day, December 4, 2024, ‘Mabataung Khalane, 
Principal Secretary (PS) for Defence and the 

-

disciplinary action should not be taken against 
him and his team for putting the program’s 
credibility at risk.

Attempts to reach Lemphane for comment 
before publication were unsuccessful, as he 

Khalane’s letter outlines the ongoing issues 
surrounding delayed payments.

-
ister initiated the process of engaging public 
works labourers to perform different tasks as 

-
by more than Six Thousand (6000) labourers 

were engaged on a month-to-month basis,” 
Khalane wrote.

She said that since the inception of the pro-

misery, and frustration for them, the ministry, 

added.
She further stated that despite discussing 

with Lemphane on multiple occasions the 
need to elaprepare documents for payment 

clear explanation. It’s already December, and 

July from Mechachane, ‘Maliepetsane, Mpha-
rane, Pela-Tšueu, Motete, Mafeteng, Machache, 
Hololo, Qalabane, and Thabana-Morena. All 
constituencies for August are still pending,” 
she wrote.

-

in stipends for leadership positions and la-
bourers, and M40 million was released on No-

“On Wednesday the 27th, yourself and your 
team made up of Mr Tieho Mamasiane and Mr 

-
taking to the Honorable Minister, Acting Prin-
cipal Secretary and Director Finance - OPM, 
that all documents for September and Octo-
ber shall be submitted to OPM Accounts De-
partment by close of business for immediate 

was again made to the Minister on Thursday 
the 28th, but as of today, only requests for Sep-
tember (short of Mohales Hoek and Quthing 
constituencies) amounting to M3,132,400.00 

said.

cause why disciplinary action cannot be insti-
tuted against you and the rest of your team for 

-
ceipt of this letter,” she concluded.

The leader of the Basotho National Party 
(BNP), Machesetsa Mofomobe, has declared 
his readiness to face the Principal Secretary 
(PS) for the Ministry of Energy, Tanki Phapano, 

Mofomobe defiant amid M3 
million defamation claim

• Accused of delaying payments 
to thousands of youth 

• Faces disciplinary action threat

This follows a demand letter from Phapa-
no’s attorneys, seeking M3 million in damages 
and a public apology.

“I do not know what they are talking about. 
I think this letter is lost. They are talking about 
something that does not exist, so I decided not 
to reply to it. I am waiting for them to take the 
matter to court; we will meet there,” Mofo-
mobe told Newsday last night.

2024, from K.J. Nthontho Attorneys, outlines 
allegations against Mofomobe for a Facebook 

According to the letter, Mofomobe shared a 
-
-

cluding its ministers and principal secretaries, 
of corruption.

The letter read: “Client informs us that on or 

media Platform, namely Facebook, which hap-

the country, you intentionally and wrongfully 

without his knowledge and consent, by post-
ing same on your timeline thereby causing him 
reputational harm.”

The caption reportedly read:
“Bobolu ba puso ena le tjotjo li holimo mane 

li kenyelletsa matona le li PS. Re tla utulloa le 
tsohle tse patiloeng, ntumelisetseng ntate PS 
Energy.”

This was loosely translated as:

corruption, including its ministers and PSs. We 

Pass my regards to Mr. PS Energy.”
-

“It further suggests that the money he is seen 

bribery or corruption,” the letter stated.
The attorneys argue that Mofomobe’s ac-

tions were deliberate and defamatory, intend-
ed to harm Phapano’s reputation.

words, you were fully aware of their defamato-
ry nature, as they would lower him in the esti-
mation of ordinary, right-thinking members of 
society,” the letter added.

that Mofomobe pays M3 million in damages 
and issues an unconditional public apology 

Failure to comply, they warn, will result in 
legal action without further notice.

… and 
this trend is 
not  going to 
“

”
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Kabelo Masoabi

It is 10 a.m., and already lines are beginning 
to form outside the chief’s residence in the 
tight-knit village of Chonapase, located just 
behind the bustling town of Maputsoe.

A police van arrives, bringing much-need-
ed food containers.

The ushers quickly unload the provisions, 
offering a glimmer of hope to those waiting. 
As the young and old line up with their ba-

The distribution begins, and each villager re-
ceives a warm portion of soft porridge.

“It is delicious! It’s probably mixed with 
butter,” exclaims ‘Mamoshoti Sehalo, her face 
lighting up with joy as she savours the meal.

However, not everyone is as fortunate.
The food supply runs out too quickly, leav-

ing some, including four small toddlers, emp-
ty-handed. They wait patiently as the ushers 
gather the empty containers and prepare to 
leave.

“My boss told me to let you all know that 
today is the last day we’ll be bringing food 
here,” an usher calls out from the van, which 
roars to life and speeds away.

Later, it becomes clear that the ‘boss’ refers 
to a generous donor: a manufacturing com-
pany that has been providing breakfast meals 
to underprivileged families in the Maputsoe 

Man accused of 
attempted murder 
awaits court date

Tumelo Pitso, 42, of Serutle, appeared 
before the Botha-Bothe Magistrate Court on 
November 27, 2024, facing attempted mur-
der charges involving his wife. The incident, 
which occurred on October 15, 2024, report-
edly stemmed from a heated argument over 
Pitso’s substance abuse. He is accused of 
pouring boiling water, initially intended for 
poultry preparation, on his wife and locking 

Tumelo was apprehended at the border 
on November 26, 2024, after being repatriat-
ed from South Africa. He remains in custody 

Malnutrition ravages Maputsoe 
as hunger deepens

Legal roundup: 
Cases of violence and 
theft

urban area for months.

13-year-old boy who is unable to attend 
school.

He lives in a small, rented room with his 
older brother, aged 21. Tragically, their par-
ents have passed away, leaving the siblings to 
fend for themselves in a harsh environment.

Pusetso shared that they are originally 
from Mantšonyane in Thaba-Tseka. After 
their parents’ deaths, they moved to Maput-
soe in search of a better life and more oppor-
tunities. Despite his brother securing a small 
job at a local shop, their living situation has 

He expressed his frustration, stating that 
his brother rarely provides food for him due 
to his struggle with alcoholism. This ongoing 
issue leaves Pusetso feeling neglected and 
hungry, lacking the essentials for a better life.

Rethabile Mothake from the Ministry of 
Agriculture, Food Security, and Nutrition con-

in Maputsoe, especially among children.
Mothake explained that through nutrition 

clubs created for communities, they educate 
people on producing their own food on small 
plots and engage them in handcraft projects 
that generate income for the poor.

“Currently, I’m not in possession of famine 
statistics in this area, but the situation is frus-

trating. Malnutrition negatively affects their 
growth. Some donors are extending a helping 
hand,” she said.

Tefo Tefo, the chief’s handyman in Chona-
pase, shared that the donor feeding program 
had become a daily lifeline for many in the 
village, providing nourishment to jobless in-
dividuals and hungry children alike.

However, Tefo voiced concerns about the 
program’s lack of regulation, noting that even 
those who could afford food lined up for the 
donated provisions.

“Poverty, worsened by unemployment, has 
led to an increase in crime here,” he explained 
with a heavy heart. “House break-ins have 
become all too common, with thieves often 
stealing food and small items they can trade 
for a meal.”

The closure of several textile factories in 
the area has worsened the starvation crisis, 
as thousands of community members were 
sent home over the past two years.

On July 12, 2024, Prime Minister Ntsokoane 
Matekane declared a state of National Food 
Insecurity Disaster after a historic drought, 
triggered by El Niño, led to the lowest crop 
yields since the 2018/19 agricultural season

According to the government, about a third 
of the population, approximately 700,000 
people, will face hunger in the coming 
months. In rural areas, more than 400,000 

and is scheduled for his next court appearance 

on December 11, 2024.

Women sentenced 
for targeting elderly 
in theft scam

Two women from Ha Mapeshoane, Moth-
epane ’Matli (35) and Libopo Molengoane (27) 
appeared before the Maseru Magistrate Court 
on November 27, 2024, charged with theft un-
der false pretenses. On November 22, 2024, 
the pair reportedly distracted a 77-year-old 
woman in Ha Pilietsane, Ha Mofoka, and stole 
her bag, which contained M560, an ID card, 
chicken meat, and other documents.

Both were convicted and sentenced to seven 
-

serve their sentences, with the court empha-
sising the need for reform and respect toward 
the elderly.

Woman charged with 
boyfriend’s murder 
in Ha Tsolo
from Ha Seoli has been charged with the 
murder of her 32-year-old boyfriend from Ha 
Tsolo. The incident occurred on November 30, 
2024, at around 9:30 PM.

Police reports indicate that the couple, both 
allegedly intoxicated, argued after the wom-
an requested money, which the man refused. 

multiple times with scissors. The accused was 
scheduled to appear in court on December 3, 
2024.

24-Year sentence 
for girlfriend’s 
murder

In Mohale’s Hoek, Tšoelesa Molata, 41, of 
Ha Makoanyane, was sentenced to 24 years 
in prison by Judge Tšeliso Mokoko on No-
vember 29, 2024. The conviction relates to 
the 2018 murder of his girlfriend, ‘Makatiso 
Mabea.

Molata violently assaulted and strangled 

condemned his actions as a severe violation 
of human rights, highlighting the tragic loss of 
life caused by gender-based violence (GBV).

people are expected to experience crisis lev-
els of acute hunger through March 2025.

Vulnerability assessments predict that an 
additional 296,049 people in urban areas will 
become food insecure. The drought has also 
led to severe water shortages, with wells run-
ning dry.

shocks, diseases, and socioeconomic condi-
tions continue to drive high levels of acute 
food insecurity in Lesotho.

In particular, El Niño-induced conditions, 
including erratic rainfall patterns and pro-
longed dry spells, have resulted in the lowest 
crop yields since 2018/19, increasing reli-
ance on markets and depleting household 
food stocks prematurely.

“Drought conditions have also reduced wa-
ter levels in reservoirs and rivers, resulting 
in widespread livestock losses as of October,” 

-
tho’s population depends on the agricultural 
sector for food and income, making house-
holds more vulnerable to climatic shocks.”

BHA) supports World Vision Lesotho in pro-
viding unconditional food assistance through 
cash-based transfers to vulnerable individu-
als across nine community councils in Maf-
eteng, Mohale’s Hoek, and Quthing.

These transfers help increase access to lo-
cal markets, supporting the local economy 
and improving food security for drought-af-
fected populations.

Multitudes line up to receive maize porridge
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2025 resolution: 
Get children into 
pre-schools

During school hours, the sight of young chil-
dren roaming the streets should be unusual, 
after all, they are supposed to be in class. Yet 
in Lesotho, this is a common situation for 
children who should be in preschool.

and awareness about the importance of ear-
ly education. The conditions are even direr 
in rural areas, where, even when preschools 
are available, children often face the daunt-
ing challenge of traveling long distances, 
sometimes alone, just to reach them.

Such scenes are a stark reminder of the 
uphill battle Lesotho and many other South-
ern African countries face when it comes to 
Early Childhood Development (ECD). De-
spite growing evidence of its transformative 
power, ECD remains one of the most under-
funded and neglected sectors in the region.

But there is hope. Earlier this last month, 
in November, Lesotho hosted the Southern 
Africa Regional Early Childhood Develop-
ment and Education Conference, bringing 
together government leaders, international 
organisations, and experts from across the 
region. The message was clear: investing in 
ECD is not just about children; it is about the 
future of Southern Africa itself.

To understand why ECD matters, think of 
it as a foundation. From birth to age eight, a 
child’s brain develops faster than at any oth-
er time in their life, forming the groundwork 
for their health, learning, and behaviour. 
These early years are crucial.

According to the communique issued at 
the Southern Africa Regional Early Child-
hood Development and Education Confer-
ence, children who receive proper care, nu-
trition, and stimulation during this period 
are more likely to succeed in school, stay 
healthy, and become productive adults.

ECD is not just about teaching ABCs. It is 
about ensuring that children have access to 
proper nutrition and medical care to grow 
strong and resilient, exposure to play, books, 
and stimulating activities that ignite curi-
osity and an environment where they feel 
valued and secure, enabling them to explore 
and grow.

In short, ECD is the starting line for life. 
But in Lesotho, many children do not even 
make it to that line.

Lesotho’s ECD landscape paints a worry-
ing picture.

According to UNICEF, only 33 percent 

education for all children, training more ECD 
teachers in culturally relevant play-based 
methods, and forging partnerships to fund 
sustainable programs.

These are not abstract ideas, they are ac-
tionable steps that can create real change. 
For instance, Namibia’s investment in free 
education for 4- and 5-year-olds shows how 
prioritising ECD can quickly improve ac-
cess. South Africa’s focus on teacher training 
demonstrates the importance of building a 
skilled workforce.

Lesotho has a long way to go, but it also 
has unique strengths. Community-driven 
initiatives, such as home-based preschools, 
offer a way to reach rural children. Partner-
ships with organisations like the World Food 
Programme, which supports school feeding 
programs, can help combat malnutrition.

NECDOL, a key player in Lesotho’s ECD 
landscape, remains hopeful.

“From NECDOL, all we can say is that we 
hope the lessons learned from the confer-
ence can be implemented throughout the 
region, and the newly proposed initiative of 
the Toy Library can be realised in different 
countries,” the co-founder and Director of 
NECDOL, Shoeshoe Mofokeng noted.

She added: “We are looking forward to 
working together with all ECDE stakehold-
ers to ensure all children have access to eq-
uitable, quality services and a good founda-
tion in life.”

At the heart of ECD is a simple truth: chil-
dren are not just the responsibility of par-
ents, they are the society’s most valuable 
resource. And as Chair of the Social Cluster 
Committee in Lesotho, Makhalanyane Mok-
hothu, put it, “Our work is to make sure that 
we enact the laws that protect our children.”

The stakes could not be higher. By 2050, 
Africa will be home to one-third of the 
world’s youth. If we invest in ECD now, we 
can equip this generation to tackle chal-
lenges like poverty, inequality, and climate 
change. If we don’t, we risk perpetuating cy-
cles of struggle and lost potential.

Lesotho’s story is not unique, but it is ur-
gent. The time to act is now, because the fu-
ture of Southern Africa begins in the small, 
eager faces of its youngest children.

of children in the country have access to 
pre-primary education. By comparison, 
South Africa boasts an access rate of over 
90 percent. In rural areas, the disparity is 
even starker, where poverty, limited infra-
structure, and long distances to schools 
keep many children out of early learning 
programs.

The challenges do not end there. Malnu-
trition affects 27 percent of children under 

impairing their brain development. And 
while the government has policies support-
ing ECD, only two percent of the national 
education budget is allocated to this critical 
sector, far below the recommended 10 per-
cent.

These numbers are not just statistics; they 
represent futures at risk.

Children who do not receive adequate care 
and education early in life are more likely to 

remain trapped in cycles of poverty.
Lesotho’s struggle with ECD is mirrored 

across Southern Africa, but there are les-
sons to be learned from its neighbours.

In South Africa, pre-primary education is 
now compulsory, with free meals provided 
in many schools. Namibia offers free educa-
tion for children aged 4 to 5, while Botswana 

training and subsidies for preschool pro-
grams.

These efforts show what is possible with 
political will and proper funding. But Leso-
tho faces unique challenges. Its mountain-
ous terrain and small budget make reaching 

the recent conference in Maseru signaled a 
growing recognition that partnerships, with 
organisations like UNICEF, the Roger Feder-
er Foundation, and local NGOs, could be the 
key to overcoming these barriers.

The communique from the Maseru con-
ference stressed the importance of a mul-
ti-sectoral approach to Early Childhood De-
velopment, calling for collaborative efforts 
among governments, civil society, and inter-
national partners.

Why does ECD matter so much? The an-
swers go far beyond the classroom.

First, investing in ECD is one of the smart-
est economic decisions a country can make. 
According to the World Bank, every $1 spent 
on ECD generates up to $13 in long-term re-
turns. This is because children who receive 
proper care and education early in life are 
healthier, more employable, and less likely 
to depend on social services.

ECD also has the power to break cycles of 
poverty.

Consider this: a child who grows up mal-
nourished and misses out on early learning 

job. But with the right start, that same child 
could become a teacher, entrepreneur, or 
leader, contributing not only to their fami-
ly’s well-being but to the nation’s develop-
ment.

-
dren. It allows parents, especially mothers, 
to work, improving household incomes and 
advancing gender equality. Communities 
become safer, healthier, and more prosper-
ous when their youngest members are nur-
tured.

The communique issued at the conclu-
sion of the event highlighted ten critical ac-
tions to advance Early Childhood Develop-
ment across Southern Africa. Among these 
were calls for free, compulsory pre-primary 
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MISA Lesotho, TRC double down

Woman sentenced for 
fatally stabbing man 
in alcohol-fueled feud

The Media Institute of Southern Africa (MISA) 
Lesotho Chapter and the Transformation Re-

-

Maseru this week.
-

met with consistent resistance from media 

-
-

restrict media freedom.

Court records indicate the tragic incident 

knife.

-

-
viding groceries and covering the cost of the 

Kabelo Masoabi

-

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

said.
-
-

-

-
uments.

-
khetho.

-

-
visions that threaten press freedom and in-

concerns.
-

-

-
-

-

-

-

the same period.

Relebohile Makhetha

… Reject ‘unconstitutional clauses’ in Cybersecurity Bill

Kingdom of Lesotho
MINISTRY OF ENVIRONMENT AND FORESTRY

Invitation to tender MEF/ENV/4/5/6/2024 - 25

companies and suppliers for Provision of computers and their 
accessories at the Ministry of Environment and Forestry. 

from 18th November, 2024. Submission of tender should be on or 
before 9:00am on the 9th January, 2025

“Provision of computers and their 
accessories at Ministry of Environment and Forestry’’    
• 

requirements. 

Ministry of Environment and Forestry does not bind itself to accept 
-

jection of any tender.

Or
 or    

INVITATION TO TENDER – Ref MEF/ENV/4/5/6/2024 - 25

-

-

-

-

-
-

-
-

-

-
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Econet Telecom Lesotho (ETL) has launched 
a summer campaign worth a whopping M6 
million in which subscribers stand a chance 
to win lucrative prizes over the next four 
months.

The campaign dubbed “Baso200” in line 
with Lesotho’s ongoing bicentennial celebra-
tions, not only promises exciting prizes but 
also a grand celebration of the nation’s 200-
year milestone.

Over the next four months, ETL will give 
away amazing prizes including a brand-new 
bakkie valued at over M500 000. The cam-
paign features daily, weekly, and monthly 
draws, ensuring 200 lucky winners will share 
in the festivities.

-
paign dwarfs that of 2023 during the same 
period, which was worth M2 million, under-
lining ETL’s commitment to endearing its 
clients as the nation marks 200 years in ex-
istence.    

Speaking at the launch, Puleng ‘Mathabo 
Masoabi, ETL’s Acting General Manager for 
Marketing, Communications, and Customer 
Experience, described the campaign as a trib-
ute to the shared heritage and progress of the 
Basotho people. 

“As ETL, we are excited to honor this histor-
ic milestone with our valued customers who 
have made our journey possible,” she said.

Among the prizes include daily rewards of 

Seabata Mahao

Seabata Mahao

gional and international bodies such as the 
SADC Banking Association, highlighting the 
importance of collaboration for enhancing 

-
son, Matete expressed gratitude for the lead-
ership of his predecessor, Delekazi Mokebe, 
the CEO of FNB Lesotho.

“Your tenure was marked by exceptional 
leadership and notable achievements that 
have advanced the banking sector in Lesotho. 
On behalf of all of us, I thank you for your ser-
vice,” Matete stated.

One of the key challenges facing BAL under 
Matete’s leadership is the recent regulatory 
changes to cross-border payments within 
the Common Monetary Area (CMA), which 
includes Lesotho, South Africa, Namibia, and 
Eswatini.

Under the new regulations, EFT debit 
transactions can no longer be processed di-
rectly between foreign and local banks. In-
stead, these transactions must now be facil-
itated through local banking intermediaries. 

While the changes align with updated 
regulatory standards, they have posed chal-
lenges for businesses in Lesotho that rely on 
South African suppliers, causing delays and 
disruptions in cross-border trade.

Econet pumps M6m into summer 
campaign

Commercial banks 
formalise collaboration

In a move to unify and strengthen Lesotho’s 
banking sector, the Bankers’ Association of 
Lesotho (BAL) has established a dedicated 

This milestone aims to centralise coordi-

institutions, and enhance the sector’s role in 
driving Lesotho’s economic development.

BUSINESS
dinating common banking activities, stream-
lining communication with regulators, busi-
nesses, and the public. It also underscores 
BAL’s commitment to evolving the banking 
industry to meet the needs of Lesotho’s econ-
omy and its stakeholders.

At the unveiling of the secretariat, BAL’s 
new chairperson, Nkau Matete, hailed this 

represents our collective effort to enhance 
collaboration, transparency, and service ex-
cellence,” Matete said.

He emphasised BAL’s dedication to staying 
connected with stakeholders and ensuring 
that the banking sector responds effectively 
to the needs of communities. 

Outlining his vision, Matete stressed the 
importance of unity, innovation, and growth 
for Lesotho’s banking industry.

“Our strength lies in our ability to work 
together as member banks and stakeholders 
to achieve shared goals. The future of bank-
ing demands innovative solutions that meet 
the needs of a digital and globalized world. 
A thriving banking sector is essential for the 
socio-economic development of our nation,” 
Matete said.

He also pledged to strengthen ties with re-

The incoming Chairman of Bankers’ Association of Lesotho (BAL)

ETL’s Acting General Manager - Marketing Commu-
nications and Customer Experience, Puleng ‘Matha-
bo Masoabi

BAL represents the country’s four com-
mercial banks namely: FNB Lesotho, Lesotho 
Post Bank, Nedbank Lesotho, and Standard 
Lesotho Bank. 

Until now, BAL functioned as an ad hoc 

these banks, without a formal support struc-
ture that oversees day to day operations.

The secretariat will serve as a hub for coor-

IN THE HIGH COURT OF LESOTHO (COMMERCIAL DIVISION)      
Held at MASERU                                                                                           

CCA/        /2023   
                                                                                                                 CCT/0540/2022

                                                                                                    
MAMPEO LEISANYANE                                                                                 

APPLICANT
AND
ESTATE OF MANTHATI MABOKOANE                                     1st RESPONDENT

MABATA MABOKOANE                                                        2nd RESPONDENT

                                                                  
NOTICE OF SALE IN EXECUTION

 (IMMOVABLE PROPERTY) 

Following the judgement of the above honorable court dated obtained against the Defendants on or about the 21 

attachment served upon the same, the immovable property listed hereunder will be sold in execution on the 13th 
December 2024 at 10:00am in the forenoon at the front entrance of the High Court Maseru to the highest bidder 

The immovable property is the following:

Undeveloped site situated at HA MATALA, MASERU URBAN AREA MASERU bearing Plot Number 14303-

DATED AT MASERU ON THE 11TH NOVEMBER 2024
APPLICANTS ATTORNEYS

2nd FLOOR, ROOM 26
MANONYANE CENTRE

PITSO GROUND 
INSTR. ADV LEISANYANE LJ

ROOM 15B, NRH MALL, KINGSWAY RD
MASERU 100

M2 000 in cash, weekly prizes of M10 000 in 

and a monthly jackpot of up to M200 000. 
One grand prize winner will drive away with 
the state-of-the-art bakkie.

Masoabi also outlined how new and ex-
isting subscribers can participate. New sub-
scribers must spend at least M10 to unlock 

-
onds, 200 ETL-to-ETL daily minutes, and 

minutes, make the user eligible for the daily, 
weekly, or monthly draws.

Existing subscribers can join the campaign 
by purchasing the M10 Nalane Daily Bundle, 
which includes 200MB of data and 200 sec-
onds of talk time. To qualify for the draws, 
they must meet the set thresholds.

In addition to the monetary and grand priz-
es, participants stand a chance to win unique, 
customized embroidered Econet Basotho 
Blankets, specially designed to commemo-

rate Lesotho’s 200-year legacy.
“With Baso200, we invite everyone to con-

nect with the future powered by Econet tech-
nologies such as 5G, VoLTE, and eSIM,” Maso-
abi emphasised.

This campaign underscores ETL’s com-
mitment to innovation and celebrating mile-

progress and cultural pride.
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“The small African country with the world’s 
highest suicide rate”, reads the startling head-
line of an article published by the BBC in Au-
gust 2024. 

Lesotho is a high-altitude country encir-
cled by South Africa. Its population in 2023 
was just 2.3 million.  

“According to the World Health Organisa-
tion, 87.5 people per 100,000 of the popula-
tion take their own life every year in Lesotho,” 
the article reads. 

“By contrast that is more than double the 
next country on the list, Guyana in South 

40,” it continues. 
In this fact-check, we look into the num-

bers and investigate whether Lesotho really 
has the world’s highest suicide rate. 

How suicide rates are measured 
There are two ways to calculate suicide 

rates. The crude rate is the number of suicide 
deaths in a year, divided by the population 
and multiplied by 100,000. In 2019, the latest 
year for which data is available, the crude su-
icide rate for Lesotho was 72.4 per 100,000. 

The age-standardised rate uses a common 
reference population to remove variations 
arising from differences in age structures 
across countries and over time. Age-stand-

Does Lesotho have the world’s 
highest suicide rate? 

HEALTHHEALTH
Nica-May van Zyl 

multifaceted. With the second highest prev-
alence of HIV/AIDS in the world, mental 
health issues such as depression and anxiety 
are abundant,” said Kate Lambert, Executive 
Director of Help Lesotho.

that offers community-based mental health 
assistance and training programs. 

Lambert said that many people in Lesotho 
experience the ongoing challenges of poverty, 
food insecurity, and unemployment. Due to 
limited mental health infrastructure, many 
are unable to access necessary care and suf-
fer in silence. In rural areas, mental health 
services are either very limited or unavail-
able, and the stigma around mental illness 
often discourages individuals from seeking 
help.

 
Conclusion
The claim that Lesotho has the world’s 

highest suicide rate is supported by publicly 
available data. However, due to data quality, 
comparisons across countries may not be 
straightforward. 

This report was written by Nica-May van 
Zyl as part of a mentorship programme by 

fact-checking organisation. The programme, 

fact-checking across the continent

ardised rates are desirable for comparisons. 
In 2019, the age-standardised suicide rate 

for Lesotho was 87.5 per 100,000, as the BBC 
article stated. 

This was higher than the suicide rate for 
183 member states included in the WHO’s 
2019 estimates. 

Estimates were derived from modelling 
data for many countries, including Lesotho, 

score of four, meaning that “death registra-

tion data are unavailable or unusable due to 
quality issues”.

When high-quality data is not available, 
modelled estimates are used to indicate prev-
alence. This approach has weaknesses, but it 
is preferable to assuming, for example, that 
there are no suicides.

For this reason, when comparing suicide 
rates across countries, caution is advised. 

Why Lesotho’s suicide rate is high 
“The mental health crisis in Lesotho is 

OPEN NATIONAL COMPETITIVE TENDER 
LES/ IEC/TEN/2024-25/10
The Independent Electoral Commission (IEC) invites tenders from interested compa-

DESCRIPTION
Lot: 1

          

Lot: 3 

Lot: 4

          
BIDDING DOCUMENT

NON-Refundable fee 
of M2, 200.00 (Two Thousand, two hundred Maloti).

where document will be issued.  
 
EVALUATION CRITERIA

Technical weight 60% Financial weight 40%

Financial Capability: Current 

and a valuation letter from the 

-

with an audit opinion from a 

N:B

Technical bid should include Financial bid should include

 -
 -
 - Lead time
 -

- Quotation 
- Financial 

-
ment for three months and a 

an assurance that the suppliers 

OR Tenderers own 

 

MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
• -

• 
• Attach valid and relevant 
• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 

• -

• 
• 

• 
• 
• “Supply and 

 containing original and four copies and the 

• Bidders are informed that 5% source tax will be deducted from payments.
• Electronic bidding shall not be permitted.
• 
• 

the bid.
• Bidders are informed that IEC will not be a signatory to any Bank con-

payment terms.

On or before 12:30pm 13th January 2025 
at 14:30hours 1st Floor Boardroom. “SUPPLY 

The Procurement Unit

Corner Maluti and Caledon Road

     
The Independent Electoral Commission of Lesotho reserves the right to accept or 
reject any or all tenders.

_________
Procurement Unit-IEC  

INVITATION FOR BIDS
Ministry of Natural Resources

Department of Rural Water Supply

contracting their services for rehabilitation of water 
supply systems in Mohale’s Hoek, Maseru and 
Thaba Tseka Districts of Lesotho.

Work Description
The title of the tender is: Rehabilitation of Rural 
Water Supply and Sanitation Projects 2024-2025
Tender No: DRWS/RE/002/2024-2025

-

Tender Submission
-

of   M2, 000.00, from Tuesday 26 November 2024 
until Wednesday 8 January 2024. The method 
of payment is cash. Bidders must produce the 
receipt obtained from accounts to procurement 
Unit at the (DRWS) in order to receive the soft 
copy of the Tender document. The closing date 
for this tender is 10.00am on the 15 January 
2025

-

situated at the entrance of -

Tender Notice
SUPPLY AND DELIVERY OF TEACHING AIDS MATERIAL FOR ‘MATHEKO VOCATIONAL YOUTH 

TRAINING CENTRE

soana, Resource Centre, Next to Appropriate 
Technology Services (ATS) on or before the 
closing date and time in sealed envelope clearly 
Marked “Tender for Rehabilitation of Rural Wa-

 

-

-

at source

Pre-tender Meeting

the 11th December, 2024, 10.00am

Site visits

Tender Opening

10:30am -
sentatives who wish to attend at the following ad-

-

-

-
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Theko Tlebere

The Mirage of Lesotho's Print Media: Advertising 
Platforms Masquerading as Newspapers?

The Smart ID Debate: Revolutionising Governance 
or Masking Ineffi ciencies?

Lesotho’s print media landscape, dominated 
by publications such as the Lesotho Times, 
Newsday, The Post, and Public Eye, among oth-
ers, appears to be little more than an adver-
tising revenue scheme masquerading as jour-
nalism.  These so-called newspapers seem to 

at any edition reveals a glaring omission: the 
absence of genuine news on the front page.  
Instead, it is invariably reserved for advertise-

troubling pattern: an overwhelming reliance 
on advertising, predominantly from public 
sector entities and a select few private com-
panies, with little emphasis on quality jour-

structured, and padded with irrelevant details.  

phone snapshots rather than the polished vis-

The digital editions are no better.  These pa-
pers merely upload their print layouts as cum-

– particularly on mobile devices, the primary 
platform for digital content consumption to-
day.

Style Over Substance
The editorial style of these newspapers 

substance.  Readers are left overwhelmed by 

of meaningful information.  What passes for 
"news" frequently consists of minimally edit-
ed press releases or verbatim political state-
ments, offering little analysis or depth to edu-
cate or engage the public.

paper failed to report the actual news, that 
the Prime Minister had dismissed Professor 
Mahao as Minister of Energy.  Instead, readers 
were subjected to a meandering 1,000-word 

The Post devoted two full pages to a mundane 
legislative amendment on banning the initia-
tion of minors under 18, a story devoid of ur-
gency or widespread interest.

sionalism in Lesotho's print media.  Consider 

Are These Really Newspapers or Adver-

torials?

publications genuine news organisations, or 
are they merely advertising platforms dis-

the latter.
In Lesotho, advertising revenue—particu-

larly from government departments and state-
owned enterprises—is a lucrative and steady 
income stream.  Consequently, these publica-
tions prioritise securing advertisements over 

This approach rewards mediocrity, encour-
aging newspapers to rely on connections rath-
er than content quality to secure advertising 

these publishers have settled into a low-effort, 
high-reward model: producing the bare min-
imum to attract advertising while charging 
readers between M6 and M7 per copy.  What 

Quality Journalism Requires Investment
True journalism requires integrity, curiosity, 

and a relentless commitment to serving the 
public interest.  It also demands investment: 

phy, and diverse, engaging content.  Globally, 

OPINION
Chris Mokolatsie

leading newspapers attract loyal readerships 
through investigative reporting, sharp editori-
als, and dynamic coverage of sports, entertain-
ment, and human-interest stories.

Lesotho’s print media, however, consist-
ently falls short.  The current crop of publica-
tions appears content with minimal effort as 

rural areas or diversifying their reporting to 

A Call for Change
Lesotho desperately needs serious invest-

ment in its print media landscape from pub-
lishers who view journalism as a public good 

investors must prioritise quality reporting 
that informs, critiques, and fosters public de-
bate, and off course well paid and well-trained 
reporters.

state of Lesotho’s print media is disheartening.  
Most publications: Newsday, Public Eye, The 
Post, Lesotho Times etc etc all of them without 

their journalistic responsibilities, leaving read-
ers shortchanged.  Until this changes, the print 
media in Lesotho will remain a scam, selling 
adverts not news.

It is not enough to print content on news-
print, roll it off a press, and call it a newspa-
per.  The nation deserves better.  The time for 
change is now.

In a recent motion before Lesotho’s National 

ling Constituency, proposed the introduction 

(IDs). This initiative aims to resolve frustra-

of modernising IDs may seem progressive, 
it sidesteps the root issue: administrative in-

fairs. Moreover, introducing such IDs without 

reforms, rather than legislative or technolog-
ical shortcuts, is a more sustainable solution. 
It also highlights practical interventions such 
as pre-budgeting and local ID production as 
essential steps.

Smart IDs: A Promising but Misaligned 
Solution

Globally, smart IDs have gained traction for 
their ability to store biometric data securely, 

IDs as a way to alleviate the burdens of renew-
al delays and align Lesotho with international 

tion dates are the primary problem. In reality, 

er than resolve them.

Why Smart IDs Alone Won’t Solve the 
Problem

1. Misdiagnosing the Issue;

dates but from delays in processing renew-

accurate and up-to-date information, such 
as changes in appearance, marital status, or 

mising the integrity of the national registry.
2. High Costs and Limited Resources; 

technology, and personnel. In Lesotho’s con-

funds toward this initiative without ad-

en service delivery.
3. Potential for New Problems; 

would still be needed to update outdated 

managing updates could create new ad-
ministrative burdens, further complicating 

are dependent on foreign production could 
face supply chain challenges, leading to de-
lays and higher costs.
Addressing the Root Cause: Administra-
tive Solutions
Rather than pursuing legislative amend-

ments or prematurely introducing smart IDs, 
the government should prioritise systemic re-

1. Pre-Budgeting for ID Programs; 

Proper pre-budgeting ensures that the Min-

sources for ID production, distribution, and 
renewal. Regular budget planning would 
mitigate funding shortfalls that often delay 

bility and predictability.
2. Local ID Production;

duce costs and reliance on foreign suppliers, 
speeding up issuance and renewal process-
es. Establishing a local production facility 
could also create jobs and strengthen Le-
sotho’s capacity for self-reliance in critical 
government services.
3. Streamlining Processes;

implement solutions to reduce processing 

tems would provide transparency and im-
prove accountability.
4. Investing in Capacity;
The Ministry must address resource con-
straints by hiring additional personnel, 

services. Mobile registration units and re-
gional service centers could bring services 
closer to communities, reducing congestion 

5. Embracing Digital Solutions;

cations, renewals, and payment systems, 
would improve accessibility and conveni-

zens stay on top of deadlines, minimising 
last-minute rushes.
6. Public Education Campaigns;

ly ID renewal and the processes involved. 
Clear communication about deadlines and 
required documentation would help pre-
vent unnecessary delays.
7. Enhancing Accountability;

monitoring mechanisms within the Minis-

Smart IDs as a Long-Term Goal

modernisation agenda, but their introduction 
must be carefully planned and aligned with 

can build a solid foundation for the eventual 
adoption of smart IDs. Local production and 
pre-budgeting would further ensure that this 
transition is sustainable and cost-effective.

addressing administrative challenges through 

compounding the problem rather than solv-
ing it. The real solution lies in strengthening 

processes, investing in capacity, and adopting 
practical measures such as pre-budgeting and 
local ID production.

modernised system but a robust and reliable 
one that meets the needs of all citizens. The 
future is NOW! 
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There are years that ask questions and years that 
answer

Emergency delayed, trust denied: A refl ection on LEC
Kamohelo Makhofola

Likhapha Ntlo-Ea-Lefu

OPINION
Recently, I have found myself reminiscing 
about the opening line of Chapter 3 in Zora 
Neale Hurston’s Their Eyes Were Watching
God.

It reads, “There are years that ask ques-
tions and years that answer.” This sentiment 
has lingered in my thoughts, especially as I 
wrestle with pressing questions about Leso-
tho’s economic development.

Why is Lesotho so beset by economic 
challenges? Why are so many Basotho still 
mired in the depths of extreme poverty, 
hunger, and unemployment?

These questions gnaw at my mind, de-
manding answers.

As a nation, we have had – and continue 
to have – vast opportunities to confront and 
address our economic disparities, yet we re-
peatedly fall short. Despite our abundance 
of natural raw materials, we have failed to 
make meaningful strides in leveraging them 
to transform our material conditions.

Unlike Botswana, which provides a fair 
comparison, we squandered the opportu-
nities presented by our immense natural 
wealth. While Botswana successfully cap-
italised on its resources to drive economic 
development, we missed crucial chances to 
do the same, leaving us to grapple with per-
sistent challenges.

In 1986, we squandered a pivotal oppor-
tunity for development when the military 
regime of Major General Justin Metsing Le-
khanya signed the Lesotho Highlands Water 
Project (LHWP) Treaty with South Africa’s 
apartheid regime.

This agreement marked the beginning of 
Lesotho’s hydro-colonisation by South Afri-
ca, as the treaty disproportionately favours 
South Africa, leaving Lesotho with meager 

The exploitation of indigenous communi-
ties has been a recurring issue in the imple-
mentation of both Katse Dam (Phase I) and 
Polihali Dam (Phase II). Concerns about hu-
man rights violations are frequently raised, 
yet they remain largely unaddressed.

Moreover, South Africa’s interventions 
and mediations in Lesotho’s political affairs 
– ostensibly aimed at fostering peace and 
stability – are often driven by its vested in-

terest in safeguarding its access to Lesotho’s 
water resources, placing economic and po-
litical pressure on an already fragile nation.

We also missed the chance to turn our 
mining industry into a sustainable eco-
nomic driver. Instead, lopsided contracts 
allowed European-based companies to reap 

mere crumbs.
Even those meager gains were tainted by 

unbridled corruption and incompetence, as 
politicians and civil servants plundered re-
sources without facing accountability. Now, 
with the global diamond market in decline, 
Lesotho has little to show for being a pro-
ducer of high-quality diamonds.

Amid skyrocketing unemployment, the 
retrenchment of mineworkers has become 
a harsh reality, further deepening our eco-
nomic woes.

As if this litany of failures were not 
enough, we undermined a promising wool 
and mohair market by empowering a Chi-
nese national who, with the complicity of 
politicians, swiftly defrauded farmers. We 
squandered the immense potential of the 
cannabis (marijuana) industry. We botched 
our public-private partnership with Net-
care. We became entangled in the poorly 
managed Solar Frazer project.

Moreover, we repeatedly bailed out mul-

grantly violated tax regulations, costing 
us millions that we are unable to recover. 
These missteps have left us grappling with 

lost opportunities and a crumbling econom-
ic foundation.

These unscrupulous decisions have paint-
ed Lesotho as a fragile and diminutive econ-
omy, a vulnerable enclave heavily reliant on 
foreign aid and investors for its survival. We 
have overlooked the critical need to balance 

money.

vast sums legally leave the country to pay for 
goods and services, while additional funds 
are illicitly siphoned out. In both cases, this 
money is rarely, if ever, fully recovered.

This imbalance underscores the impor-
tance of strengthening basic services like 
healthcare and education within our bor-
ders. By prioritising these fundamental 
needs, we can create lucrative job oppor-
tunities, foster infrastructure development, 
and reduce economic dependence on exter-
nal forces.

Guided by Zora Neale Hurston’s words, 
I recognise that while the question of eco-
nomic development has lingered through 

swers have long been evident: they lie in 
the competent management of our natural 
resources and the strategic execution of 
prospective projects.

Yet, as a nation, we have failed to act on 
these answers.

sistent vacuum in political leadership, 
compounded by the insidious plague of 

corruption. We lack decisive, strategic, and 
enlightened leaders.

Instead, at the helm of the current lead-
ership, we see brazen theft carried out with 
impunity by politicians, civil servants, and 
their accomplices, ‘ice-boys’, who plun-
der the nation’s resources without conse-
quence.

This entrenched culture of corruption 
has robbed us of the ability to address our 
economic challenges effectively, leaving us 
mired in stagnation and missed opportuni-
ties.

However, the blame for our nation’s eco-
nomic disparities cannot rest solely on the 
shoulders of politicians. The rest of us must 

years, we have tolerated political leaders 
who trample on us with their cyclical per-
sonalities and pork-barrel politics, mas-
querading as messiahs to our plight while 
being the truest villains.

We have rarely challenged their decisions 
in any meaningful or collective way, giving 
them the audacity to consider signing 99-
year contracts with disastrous consequenc-
es for both present and future generations 
to establish Special Economic Zones.

Their actions have yet to provoke the 
collective outrage necessary to hold them 
accountable. Instead, we have repeatedly 
elected individuals unworthy of leadership, 

cio-economic consciousness.
As Phindile Kunene aptly observes, it is on 

When it comes to essential services, urgen-
cy should never be negotiable. However, re-
cent events involving the Lesotho Electricity 
Company (LEC) suggest otherwise. 

A recently burning electricity pole at Ha 
Thetsane, Lekhalong, in Maseru, sparked 
alarm among residents, who quickly 
reached out to LEC for assistance, only to be 
told that help would come after lunch.

This response is not only disheartening 
but also emblematic of a larger issue in pub-
lic service delivery. Emergencies, by their 
very nature, demand immediate attention.

Delaying action for something as routine 
as a lunch break sends a troubling message 
about priorities, accountability, and the val-
ue placed on public safety.

The burning pole is just one example of 
LEC’s shortcomings. A larger concern has 

emerged in a section of town that has been 
without electricity for days.

Residents have been told that LEC is 
waiting for equipment that will replace the 
ruined equipment, a statement that raises 
serious questions about the company’s pre-
paredness. Essential services like electricity 
cannot afford to operate reactively. Waiting 
for outages or failures to order and stock 
critical equipment is a recipe for repeated 
crises.

about inconvenience; it has real economic 
consequences. One business owner, ‘Mamo-
jela Masupha, commenting on social media, 
wrote: “business e mpha mme guys. Mot-
lakase o bile sieo since morning. Ha ke tsebe 
mo ke tlo nka refund ea cake tse nne ha bo-
siu bo sa. Ekare nka iketsetsa motlakase.”

Her words echo the frustration of count-

less others whose livelihoods depend on 
consistent electricity supply.

Preparedness is the foundation of effec-
tive service delivery. For an organisation 
tasked with managing something as crucial 
as electricity, the expectation is clear: they 
must anticipate potential failures and pro-
actively ensure they have the resources and 
infrastructure to respond swiftly.

This includes maintaining an inventory 
of equipment, having skilled technicians on 
standby, and ensuring their staff prioritises 
emergencies over routine schedules.

At the heart of this issue is a failure to rec-
ognise the critical role LEC plays in ensuring 
public safety and maintaining public trust. 
Emergencies, whether a burning pole or a 
prolonged blackout, are not minor incon-
veniences: they disrupt lives, businesses, 
and essential community functions.

For LEC to trivialise such incidents by 
deferring action is both unprofessional and 
unacceptable.

To regain public trust, LEC must com-
mit to transparency and responsiveness. 
An emergency hotline, staffed at all times, 

and performance evaluations for staff could 
also ensure that incidents like this are han-
dled promptly and professionally. Addition-
ally, a robust supply chain and inventory 
system would allow LEC to act without un-
necessary delays.

Public service delivery is a cornerstone of 
any functioning society. When entities like 
LEC fail to act in critical moments, it erodes 
trust and raises serious questions about 

gencies cannot wait, and neither should the 
people of Lesotho. Such classic chaos!
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Background: The Ministry of Agriculture and 
Food Security of Lesotho, with the support of the 
World Bank has established within the SADP II a 
Matching Grants Programme (MGP) to support in-
vestment by small and medium agriculture-related 
businesses, farmers, farmer groups and coopera-
tives and rural youth seeking to increase climate 
resilience, raise productivity, improve commercial-
ization and increase production and consumption 
of high nutrition food products. 
 
Priorities: The MGP invites applications for in-
vestment projects, with a maximum duration of one 
year and 4 months, which focus on the adoption 
and use of appropriate technologies and business 
initiatives by smallholder farmers and small and 
medium-scale private agri-business enterprises 
in Lesotho. These investments should: increase 
climate resilience, raise farm productivity and 
improve commercialization among smallholder 

-
ity, increase value-added to local products among 
agri-business enterprises and increase market op-
portunities for smallholder farmers; and increase 
the production, consumption and availability of 
high nutrition food products. Eligible investments 
include: (i) improved seed and seedling varieties 
for crops, vegetables and fruit; (ii) improved live-
stock breeds; (iii) shade nets, tunnel houses, drip 
irrigation, water storage equipment, boreholes and 
pumps; (iv) equipment for cultivation, harvesting 
and weed and pest control; (iv) product collection, 
storage, post-harvest handling, processing, grad-
ing/sorting, marketing, packaging, labeling, brand 
development, presentation and promotion of agri-
cultural products; (v) improvement of product qual-
ity and standards, food safety management prac-

and introduction of high value-added and niche 
products; (vii) better linkages and development 
of contractual arrangements among smallholder 
farmers, processors, traders and service provid-
ers; (viii) marketing intelligence including informa-
tion, test marketing and studies when associated 

improvement of accessibility by small farmers to 
various services and input supply. Sectors could 
include meat production, poultry (broiler), fruits 

and activities such as mushrooms, aromatic and 
medicinal herbs and organic products. This list is 
not exhaustive and other innovative topics may be 
considered.

 Two grants windows will be 
available to applicants: (i) grants for smallholder 
farmers and farmer groups to support investment 
in climate smart agricultural technology and other 
productivity enhancing technology up to a maxi-
mum of $US 30,000; (ii) grants for small and me-
dium size agri-businesses of $US 30,000 to $US 
100,000, to support investment in value added ac-
tivities including small-scale processing and mar-
keting as well as provision of inputs and services.

Eligible Applicants: Applicants with farms and/
or agri-business activities operating in all ten dis-
tricts of Lesotho are eligible for grants. Eligible 
applicants include a) farmers or farm groups; b) 
registered cooperatives or associations; c) regis-
tered small and medium size agri-businesses; d) 
registered local, district and national associations 
and cooperatives; e) sub-groups of registered as-
sociations and cooperatives; rural youth; and f) 
partnerships between the above categories and 
registered processing/trading businesses in Leso-
tho. Smallholder farmers, members of farm house-
holds, rural youth and small and medium-scale 

the service provider(s). Although not a requirement, 
-

pecially in the case of NGOs and other projects and 
various development programs serving as service pro-

sought, provided they are made in cash. 
b) Investment Acquisition, Installation and Opera-
tion: This category must comprise at least 60% of the 
grant amount and may include costs associated with 
the purchase of improved seedling and livestock va-
rieties; the purchase and installation of equipment for 
cultivation, harvesting, post-harvest handling, process-
ing, preservation, storage, grading, packaging etc; the 
construction of necessary buildings for livestock pro-
duction, storage, processing, marketing; the purchase 
and installation of tunnel houses, shade nets, irrigation 
equipment, pumps, boreholes, tanks etc; product de-
velopment; alignment with national and international 
food and safety standards; and marketing campaigns. 
Where the investor is making substantial physical in-
vestments, the costs of land surveys will be covered for 
smallholder farmers in order to ensure that they have 
secure land ownership as a means to secure the ben-

for support for land surveys. Land survey costs may 
not be more than 10% of the grant amount, up to a 
maximum of $US 2000 equivalent. The costs of land 
purchase, land lease or land rental will not be covered 
for any grants.

Furthermore, the project will consider applications 
which show that the applicant has part of infrastructure 
and needs to have a full package. As such, a grant win-
dow will start from a minimum M200 000.00 to up to the 
highest value of M1 500 000.00.

Non-Eligible Expenditures under Grant: The follow-
ing items would not be covered out of the grant amount: 
(a) Salaries or payment for works and services provid-
ed to the project by the grant applicants or its members; 
b) any expenditures made prior to the date of signa-
ture of the Grant Agreement or after closure date of the 
project; c) purchase, rent or leasing of land and exist-
ing buildings; d) any expenditure related to operating 
costs, which are expected to be the direct responsibility 
of the applicant; e) any expenditure made in territories 
of any country that is not a member of the World Bank 
for goods produced in or services supplied from such 
countries; f) any expenditure with a hazardous impact 
on the environment.

Deadline and Place for Submission of Applications: 
The deadline for submission of applications is not later 
than 30th December 2024 at 4:30 p.m. Applications 
should be submitted in four copies (one original 
plus three photocopies) and delivered by hand at 

-

submitted after the deadline will not be considered. 

Evaluation of the Applications: All applications re-
ceived within the deadline will be screened by the MGP 
Secretariat for compliance with the above rules. The 
successful applications will then be evaluated by spe-
cialized Technical and Financial Reviewers and sub-
mitted to the MGC for approval. The list of successful 
applicants will be widely published in newspapers and 

Unsuccessful applicants will be informed by letter and 
their original project documents could be returned to 
them on request. 

Application Documentation:
forms and further necessary information on drawing up 
the application may be obtained from the Service Pro-
viders who will lead the development of the proposals 
in each district. 

Call for Applications

Smallholder Agricultural Development Project (SADP II)
Matching Grant Programme

agri-business enterprises will receive priority for 
grant support but non-farm applicants with demon-
strated farming experience and a strong knowledge 
of the proposed investment will also be considered. 
Eligible applicants may also submit joint proposals 
up to the maximum grant stipulated above. Youth 
under 35 and women are particularly encouraged to 
apply. Employees of the Ministry of Agriculture and 
Food security are not eligible.

Partnership with Service Providers: The potential 
applicants will be required to form partnerships with a 

advice to the applicant to develop the business idea 
and prepare the application, (ii) work with the appli-

of the activity and prepare an activity implementation 

to the applicant during project implementation and 
provide the products and services to be delivered 
according to an agreed schedule; (iv) support the 
applicant in managing grant funds, including keep-
ing the necessary accounts and collecting contribu-

assistance as necessary; (vi) monitor the progress 
of activities; (vii) support the applicant in the prepa-

technical reports. Eligible service providers include 
a wide range of specialists engaged and already 
trained by SADP on development of the proposals 

Employees of the Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
Security are not eligible to work as Service Provid-
ers. Service providers will be contracted directly by 
the applicants, with their responsibilities and rights 
clearly spelled out in the service contract, and their 
services would be funded through the grant.

Service Providers will need to show that they have 
successfully completed a training program on the 

investment projects approved by the PMU or the 
MGC.

 In all cases successful 
-

tribution in cash to engender ownership and demon-
strate commitment. The larger grants for agri-busi-
ness enterprises will also be conditional on their 
willingness and ability to generate employment and 

according to the grant sub-program as follows: (i) 
)grants for smallholder farmers and farmer groups 
to support investment in climate smart agricultural 
technology and other productivity and post -har-
vest enhancing technologies to a maximum of $US 

Agri-business grants for registered agriculture-ori-
ented and privately-owned enterprises, associations 
and cooperatives will receive a grant of $30 000 to 
$100 000 : grants in this program will require a 30% 

-
-
-

ment reached between the principal applicant, the 
service provider and/or other partners.

Eligible Expenditures under Grant: Of the grant 

a) Provision of technical assistance by the service 
providers: This category may not be more than 20% 
of the grant amount up to a maximum of US$ 3,000 
equivalent, to be spent as an honorarium to cover 
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Puma Energy is a leading global company with a growing network of over 2900 Service Stations Globally, including in the Kingdom of 
Lesotho. 

As part of our newly introduced franchisee model, Puma Energy is focusing on developing convenience stores / shops across its retail 
network and is now looking for suitable companies or individuals to take up this exciting opportunity to operate one or more of our 
convenience stores in Lesotho.

REQUIREMENTS.

1 Working capital minimum of LSL 500,000.

2 Excellent business acumen with experience in FMCG, supermarket, restaurants, retail store.

3 Be in possession of detailed business plan for an operating a convenience store / supermarket.

4

5

6 Should have strong management skills, Store operations and administration.

7
 
POTENTIAL SITE LOCATIONS
 -
 - Masianokeng

or via registered mail to Convenience.Lesotho@pumaenergy.com by 2nd January 2024

NFR Project Coordinator 
Puma Energy Lesotho       
1 Motsoene Industrial Road
P.O Box 12103
Maseru

posals for “Supply and Delivery of Consultancy 
Services for Establishing Digital Forensic Facility 
Solution’
vestigation department to establish a Digital Foren

of RSL staff members, who will be using the solution, 

be ready to deliver the work upon the award of the 
tender. All potential Bidders must be in possession of 
a proven track record and must be licensed for pro
viding services of this nature.

-

without these required minimum documents 

upon request, be sent through email from the 02 De-
cember 2024 @ 10:00 am. Interested entities shall 

through 
the email stated below.

Terms and Conditions:
1. 

fundable tender deposit of M500.00.
2. 

Rand and must include all applicable taxes and 
duties.

3. 12:00 

posals for “Engagement of Service Provider - RSL 
Wellness Programme’
entail the provision of comprehensive and accessi
ble wellness support to all staff for the betterment of 

support staff welfare, promote healthy lifestyles and 

to deliver the work upon the award of the tender. All 
potential Bidders must be in possession of a proven 
track record and must be licensed for providing ser
vices of this nature.

-

without these required minimum documents 

upon request, be sent through email from the 02 De-
cember 2024 @ 10:00 am. Interested entities shall 

through 
the email stated below.

Terms and Conditions:
1. 

fundable tender deposit of M500.00.
2. 

Rand and must include all applicable taxes and 
duties.

3. 
12:00 hours on the 29 January 2025 and they 

posals for “Consultancy Services for Delivering 
the Climate Culture Survey Report”
posed solution must produce a climate culture sur
vey report that will provide a clear picture of the RSL 
culture and highlight areas that can be improved 

should enable the RSL to measure future improve
ment in as far as its culture perspective is concerned. 

the award of the tender. All potential Bidders must be 
in possession of a proven track record and must be 
licensed for providing services of this nature.

-

-
ment. Bids without these required minimum 

upon request, be sent through email from the 02 De-
cember 2024 @ 10:00 am. Interested entities shall 

through 
the email stated below.

Terms and Conditions:
1. 

M500.00.
2. 

Rand and must include all applicable taxes 
and duties.

3. 
12:00 hours on the 31 January 2025 and 

TENDER NOTICE: TENDER NOTICE: 

TENDER NOTICE: 

‘Supply and Delivery of Consultancy Services for Establishing Digital Forensic Facility Solution’ Engagement Of Service Provider - RSL Wellness Programme’ 

TENDER NOTICE: Consultancy Services for Delivering the Climate Culture Survey Report’ 

RSL/BE/SCM/02/11/24 RSL/BE/SCM/03/11/24

RSL/BE/SCM/04/11/24

PUMA ENERGY LESOTHO PTY LIMITED

hours on the 27 January 2025 and they shall 
be opened same day at 12:30 hours.

4. 
tioned deadline shall not be accepted.

5. -
ed; and

6. Detailed tender packaging and labelling 
requirements in the Request for Proposal 

.

Action Date
Issue RFP 02 Dec 2024

14 January 
2025@1000hrs

Final date to submit 
written questions only 

14 January 
2025@1700hrs

Distribution of ques
tions and answers 

16 January 
2025@1700hrs

Final date for submis
sion of Bidder pro
posals in response to 
the RFP electronic

27 January 
2025@1200hrs

Public opening of the 27 January 
2025@1230hrs

supplychainmanagement@rsl.org.ls

shall be opened same day at 12:30 hours.
4. 

tioned deadline shall not be accepted.
5. -

ed; and
6. Detailed tender packaging and labelling 

requirements in the Request for Proposal 

.

Action Date
Issue RFP 02 December 2024

17 January 
2025@1000hrs 

Final date to submit 
written questions only 

17 January 
2025@1700hrs

Distribution of ques
tions and answers 

21 January 
2025@1700hrs

Final date for submis
sion of Bidder pro
posals in response to 
the RFP electronic

29 January 
2025@1200hrs

Public opening of the 29 January 
2025@1230hrs

supplychainmanagement@rsl.org.ls

they shall be opened on the same day at 
12:30 hours.

4. 
tioned deadline shall not be accepted.

5. -
ed; and

6. Detailed tender packaging and labelling 
requirements in the Request for Proposal 

.

Action Date
Issue RFP 02 December 2024

10 January 
2025@1000hrs 

Final date to submit 
written questions only 

10 January 
2025@1700hrs

Distribution of ques
tions and answers 

24 January 
2025@1700hrs

Final date for submis
sion of Bidder pro
posals in response to 
the RFP electronic

31 January 
2025@1200hrs

Public opening of the 31 January 
2025@1230hrs

supplychainmanagement@rsl.org.ls

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS FOR PUMA SHOP FRANCHISE OPERATOR

ISO 9001-2027 & ISO 14001-2027 CERTIFIED
1 Motsoene Industrial Road

Maseru Lesotho
www.puma-energy.com
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Includes:
-Event Entry
-Transport
-3 x nights
-50+ Exhibitions
-6 + Masterclasses
-Funding Opportunities

Re itokisetsa 

-Entry and Exhibition
  Limited to ONLY 5 farmers. 
  NO perishable goods will be allowed
-A table on the Exhibition floor
-Transport
-3 x nights
-50+ Exhibitions

Food is NOT included

Mzansi Young Farmers Indaba 
e hlophisoang ke Food for Mzansi, 
se ke oa salla morao. Eba karolo ea lihoai tse tlo 
tsamaea le Seahlolo
Date: 1-2 April 2025
Venue: Lavender Kontrei Market, Pretoria North, Gauteng.

Package 1: 6000 Package 2: 10 400 

Account: Standard Bank,  Mpesa : 3551 & Ecocash: 92669

Non-Refundable registration: M500

Contact details: 50920676 OR 62425157 (WhatsApp)

Payments 
methods: 9080001310220 Newsday Media

-6 + Masterclasses
-Funding Opportunities
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Motsamai Mokotjo

ARTS
& ENTERTAINMENT

Soulful local DJ Allegro Africa is 
ready to light up the stage tomor-
row at The Caff in Maseru with 
his much-anticipated show titled 
Muru.

Designed to create an intimate 
and immersive experience, the 

with good vibes, heartfelt interac-
tions, and exceptional music.

“I want to give my people an op-
portunity to connect with me,” Al-
legro shared. “Our lives are so tied 
up with busy schedules, and I think 
this event will be a perfect escape 
from the hectic world.”
The venue for Muru—a forest set-
ting—makes the name a natural 
choice, as Muru means forest in 
Sesotho. The ambience will en-
hance the audience’s connection 
with both the music and nature, 
adding to the magic of the evening.

Allegro’s hectic schedule includes 
hosting his online podcast, The Al-
legro Africa Podcast, which is now 
in its 44th episode and thriving. 
Despite his packed calendar, Alle-
gro expressed his excitement about 

event to life.
“We felt that now is the perfect 

time to host this event, especially 
with inspiration running high,” he 
noted.

The show will feature live per-
formances by Allegro himself, with 
a special touch of intimacy as he 
collaborates with “friends of Al-
legro”—a group of close friends 
and industry colleagues who share 
his vision of a supportive and har-
monious creative environment.

Joining Allegro on stage are talent-
ed artists and DJs, including Kheb-

Pheello Mosesi

Allegro brings intimate 
musical escape with 
‘Muru’

za, Fivo, El Part El, Mr. Beekay, and 
Phiz DJ. Each performer brings 
their unique style, promising a 
versatile and dynamic musical ex-
perience. Allegro emphasised the 
importance of their contributions, 
stating: “Their support will make 

this event more versatile, ensuring 
it’s worth every penny for those 
attending.”

Muru also serves as a precursor 
to another exciting event. In Feb-
ruary 2025, Allegro is set to co-
host a show with the Sematsatsa 

hitmaker, vocalist, and recording 
artist Morena Sway.

For now, fans can look forward 
to an unforgettable night at Muru, 
where music, friendship, and cre-
ativity come together to create an 
extraordinary experience.

Allegro Africa
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… Abuti Thato drops ‘City Bag’

ArtsMaluti, Liranta 
hitmaker returns

LETOFE marks 
20 years in style
The 20th edition of the annual Lesotho 
Tourism Festival (LETOFE) Lifestyle Ex-
perience promises to be a spectacular 
celebration this festive season. 

Scheduled for December 21, 2024, the 
event will reward the best-dressed man 
and woman in honour of its two-decade 
milestone.

The event has evolved into a vibrant 
music and lifestyle experience, thanks 
in part to Standard Lesotho Bank (SLB), 
the headline sponsor for the past three 
years, and other supporters such as Al-
liance Insurance.

This year’s festival will showcase a 
lineup of artists spanning multiple gen-
res, highlighting both established icons 
and emerging talents from Lesotho. 
Attendees can expect the soulful tunes 
of local jazz, contemporary beats, and 

-
try’s rich musical diversity.

Headlining the event are South Af-
rican music legends Zonke and Lira, 
alongside Lesotho’s internationally cel-
ebrated artist Morena Leraba, whose 
unique style has earned him recogni-
tion across Europe.

Beyond music, LETOFE will also fea-
ture an array of food stalls offering lo-
cal and international dishes, providing 
attendees a chance to explore Lesotho’s 

support of companies in Lesotho. The 
artists are at the heart of this event, and 
we are proud to collaborate with them 
in making this festival a success,” ’Moleli 
said.

performance schedule will be released 
in advance to help attendees plan their 
experience.

Standard Lesotho Bank Marketing 
Manager, Communications, and Spon-
sorships, Manyathela Kheleli, empha-
sised SLB’s commitment to promoting 
arts and culture as key drivers of na-
tional development.

“SLB recognises the importance of 
arts and culture in fostering national 

growth. This event is not only a celebra-
tion of Lesotho’s cultural richness but 
also an investment in the economic and 
artistic future of our country,” Kheleli 
noted.

He further highlighted SLB’s ongoing 
support for LETOFE as a way of giving 
back to society. SLB cardholders can en-
joy a six percent discount on ticket pur-
chases until limited discounted tickets 
are sold out.

On behalf of the participating artists, 
Mookho Moqhali expressed gratitude to 
SLB for including women in the festival. 
She credited LETOFE for helping her 
gain international recognition and new 
opportunities.

making great music, not the language 
it’s performed in.”

He expressed a desire to work with 
rising Sesotho rapper Phoka ea Boroa, 
saying: “Phoka has always appreciated 
my moves and music. I know we could 
create something amazing together.”

Looking ahead: The Merlin EP
Abuti Thato’s return to music is not 

stopping with City Bags. He is gearing 
up to release the Merlin EP before East-
er next year. The project will feature an 
impressive lineup, including Piigh, Yem-
ba Shungu, Dunamis, Bobby Stringz, 
Metal Jacket, Jwoker, Skebz D, and po-
tentially HBK, Mystq, and TURK.

“We’re polishing the EP and adding 
new songs and features with MJ Elphy,” 
he said.

Collaboration and chemistry
Describing the studio sessions for 

City Bag, Abuti Thato said: “The chemis-
try was crazy. Working with artists like 
Piigh and Yemba, who think outside the 
box, creates an environment where we 
challenge each other with our unique 
writing styles.”

For now, City Bag will be available 
exclusively on YouTube and local plat-
forms. Fans are encouraged to stay 
tuned to Abuti Thato’s social media for 
updates.

Lesotho’s music scene continues to 
evolve, and with artists like Abuti Tha-
to leading the charge, fans can expect a 
blend of fresh sounds, meaningful lyrics, 
and a celebration of creativity.

culinary delights.
Speaking at the event’s launch on 

December 3, 2024, in Maseru, festival 
organizer Montoeli ’Moleli described 
LETOFE as more than just a music fes-
tival—it is a celebration of fashion, cul-
ture, and community.

“Over the past 20 years, this festival 
has thrived thanks to the unwavering 

Titled City Bag, the song features 
Yemba Shungu and Piigh and serves 
as a motivational anthem for hustlers 
striving to improve their lives.

Produced by MJ Elphy with a beat 
crafted by U.S.-based producer Horizon 
Beats, City Bag is a trap-infused urban 
track.

“City Bag is a song dedicated to the 
-

ers, and the general public. It motivates 
making money while you are still young 
and full of potential energy,” Abuti Tha-
to wrote in a statement shared on his 
social media platforms.

Hustler’s anthem with a collabora-
tive twist

Listeners familiar with Abuti Thato’s 

between City Bag and his 2022 single, 
Never Give Up, featuring rapper Duna-
mis and vocalist Morena Sway.

However, the artist emphasizes key 
differences.

“Never Give Up was my return to the 
music scene after taking time off to fo-
cus on family and building multiple 
income streams. The video set a high 
standard for my work. With City Bag, 
being a collaboration with Yemba and 
Piigh, it’s exciting because it broadens 
our reach through our combined audi-
ences,” he explained.

Thriving amid industry shifts
Despite Sesotho rap dominating Leso-

tho’s music scene, Abuti Thato remains 
optimistic about his English-dominated 
craft.

“We live in an era where culture is 
celebrated more, and I’m thrilled to see 
Sesotho getting this level of apprecia-
tion. However, I believe diversity is es-

Pheello Mosesi

The versatile rapper, producer, and 
songwriter, Abuti Thato, known for his 

2016 hit Maluti Liranta, is back with a 
new single set to drop tomorrow.

LETOFE Lifestyle Experience 2024 edition launch
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Maroala, Qoaling Highlanders 
dominate A-Division League

SPORTS

Seabata Mahao

Seabata Mahao

Maroala FC and Qoaling Highlanders FC 
have emerged as the early pace-setters 
of the 2024/25 A-Division League sea-
son, comfortably leading their respective 
streams after eight exciting rounds of 
matches.

In the Northern Stream, Maroala FC sits 
at the top of the log with 21 points, cour-
tesy of seven wins and just one loss, boast-
ing a positive goal difference of eight. 

In the Southern Stream, Qoaling High-
landers FC leads the pack with 19 points, 
having secured six wins, one draw, and 
one loss, also with a positive goal differ-
ence of eight.

Young in ninth wonder at the Roof Young in ninth wonder at the Roof 

for the year this weekend before breaking 
for the festive season. Matches will resume 
in mid-January 2025.

In the Northern Stream, Maroala is 
closely followed by Sehenehene FC, who 
have 14 points from four wins, two loss-
es, and two draws, with a goal difference 
of one. At the other end of the table, Li-
lemela FC and Botha-Bothe Warriors FC 
are struggling with six and four points, 
respectively.

In the Southern Stream, Qoaling High-
landers’ nearest rivals are Liponono FC, 

draws, and one loss, with a superior goal 
difference of nine. Meanwhile, 05 United 

FC and Naughty Boys FC occupy the bot-

spectively.
Historically, teams leading the A-Di-

vision League at this stage, like Qoaling 

South African rider Wade Young has 
etched his name in history once again by 
clinching his record-tying ninth title at 
the 2024 Roof of Africa (ROA). 

Held under sweltering heat and dry 
conditions, this year’s race proved to be 
an endurance test for riders navigating 
Lesotho’s rugged highlands.

The race is a three-day event that chal-
lenges riders with treacherous terrain 
while providing a breathtaking backdrop. 
The main event, hosted at Matsieng Oxen 
Hill, brought together elite competitors 
and spectators from across the globe.

Young’s victory ties him with legend-
ary rider Alfie Cox for the most wins 
in ROA history, solidifying his status as 
one of the world’s premier off-road rac-
ers. Reflecting on his achievement, the 
28-year-old expressed gratitude and 
pride.

“I am so happy to be the winner again, 
especially with the pressure to defend 
my title. This year’s race was different—
it was my first time racing around Mat-
sieng Village, and the terrain present-
ed unique challenges, making it one of 
the toughest races I’ve ever done,” said 
Young, who races for Team Sherco.

Young has claimed Roof of Africa titles 
in 2012, 2014, 2017, 2018, 2019, 2021, 
2022, 2023, and 2024. His inaugural 
win in 2012, achieved at the age of 16, 
still stands as a record for the youngest 
champion in the event’s history. 

Beyond the ROA, his accolades include 
victories at Hell’s Gate in Italy, King of 
the Hill, Extreme XL Lagares in Portugal, 
and the Red Bull Romaniacs in Romania.

International Riders Shine
Bulgarian rider Teodor Kabachiev de-

livered an impressive performance, se-
curing second place in the Gold category 

No teams MP W D L GF GA GD PTS 

  

facing Maroala FC at Agric College Ground. 
On Sunday, Botha-Bothe Warriors FC 

will host Rangers FC at Botha-Bothe 
Ground, while Lilemela FC will take on 

in his debut race in Africa.
“This was an adventure I will never 

forget. The landscape, people, and at-
mosphere were incredible. The competi-
tion was fierce, but I’m thrilled to finish 
second. This race is like nothing I’ve ever 
experienced,” Kabachiev remarked.

Lesotho Riders Make Their Mark
Lesotho’s riders also demonstrated 

their mettle despite the formidable chal-
lenges posed by their home terrain. Com-
peting in the Silver category, local rider 
Basia ‘Maseatile reflected on the growth 
of Lesotho’s off-road community.

“We may not have won, but each year 
we get stronger and more experienced. 
ROA is helping us build a robust off-road 
community in Lesotho, and we hope to 
continue improving,” Maseatile said.

The country’s riders, including Basia 
Maseatile, Shabeer Moosa, and Ulrich 
Pop in the Silver category, and David Sal-
ley, Timello Tšolo, Peter Andrews, and 
Katleho Tlaole in the Bronze category, 
showcased their determination and skill.

Looking Ahead
Lehlohonolo Taele, Public Relations 

Officer for the Lesotho Off-Road Associ-
ation, commended everyone involved in 
making this year’s event a success de-
spite minor setbacks.

“Everything went smoothly for the 
most part, though there were a few hic-
cups that need to be addressed for next 
time. The Roof of Africa continues to 
grow in popularity and stature, and we 
aim to build on this momentum,” Taele 
said.

He added that the official results are 
still under review due to discrepancies 
involving riders potentially going off-
route. The race crew is working to ensure 
the final standings are accurate.Federation of Lesotho Rugby admitted to be a member of World Rugby

no teams MP W D L GF GA GD PTS 

  Highlanders and Maroala, have shown 
strong potential for promotion to the Pre-
mier League. If they maintain their form 
during the league’s second leg, they are 
likely to secure a spot in Lesotho’s top-tier 
football competition.

in the Northern Stream will see Sehene-
hene FC hosting Litšilo FC at Ha-Mabote 
Ground, Lerotholi Polytechnic FC taking 
on CCX FC at LCS Ground, and Kick4Life FC 

In the Southern Stream on Saturday, 
Members FC will host Swallows FC at 
Machekoaneng Ground, Qoaling Highland-
ers FC will play Liponono FC at Qoaling 
Ground, and Qacha LMPS FC will meet 
Naughty Boys FC at Qacha’s Nek Ground. 

On Sunday, Quthing LMPS FC will host 
Mahlaseli FC at Quthing Ground, while 
Summit FC will face 05 United FC at Ma-
zenod Ground. All matches are scheduled 
to kick off at 15:30 hours.
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Liqhomane Rugby Club have advanced 

Liqhomane, Mabote Beavers 
face-off in rugby showdown


