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tol-Myers Squibb Foundation, provides chemother-
apy services, it is ill-equipped to handle the rising 
cancer burden, and with Apollo’s ban, the situation 
becomes even direr, leaving Basotho patients with 
fewer options and longer waiting periods in South 
Africa.

Dr. Harinder Singh Sidhu, Apollo’s Vice-President 
for Corporate Development, expressed disappoint-
ment over the breakdown in relations but empha-
sised the hospital’s willingness to resolve the matter. 

“We have attempted numerous times to engage 
Lesotho’s new government, but the lack of response 
has left us no choice but to halt services. Our doors 
remain open for dialogue,” he said.

Despite these overtures, the Lesotho government 
has shown little urgency to revive the partnership. 
The Minister of Foreign Affairs, Lejone Mpotjoane, 

-
straints. 

Mpotjoane stressed that his ministry’s role was 
to link ministries with the world but is never part of 
implementations, directing this paper to the minis-
try of health

“I may have details of whether there is a debt 
of how much, but I am not at liberty to speak and 
provide thorough details. The minister of health is 
better suited to answer all these questions, more 
so because the MOU between Lesotho and Apollo is 
with the ministry,” Mpotjoane said.

Deputy Ambassador to India, Thabang Kholu-

demands upfront payments for Basotho patients, ef-
fectively barring access for those who cannot afford 
the costs.

Lesotho’s reliance on South Africa for healthcare 
has created additional strain on the latter’s medical 
system.

South African hospitals annually, adding to the pres-
sure on their infrastructure and resources. Without 
access to Apollo, the demand on South African facil-
ities is set to increase, 
further complicating 
the region’s health-
care dynamics.

Last week, how-
ever, marked a his-
toric moment for 
the country as the 
construction site for 

cancer centre was of-

The ground-break-
ing ceremony, held 
on Wednesday, was 
attended by govern-

-

care professionals, and members of the public.
Speaking at the event, ‘Maneo Moliehi Ntene, 

Principal Secretary (PS) for the Ministry of Health, 

cancer patients to South Africa citing… “Our coun-
try’s funds are being eroded to South Africa through 
cancer treatment for Basotho,” Ntene said. 

“South African hospitals are even proud to state 
that Lesotho plays a key role in helping them reach 
their monetary targets, thanks to the payments 
made by the Lesotho government for cancer pa-
tients referred there.”

She indicated that in 2015, Lesotho paid at least 
M145, 000 for the treatment of one cancer patient. 

“Due to the burden of appointments for treat-
ment in South Africa, some of this money was paid 
for patients who had already passed on before they 
could attend their scheduled treatments,” Ntene not-
ed, underlining the urgent need for a local cancer 
treatment facility.

The tender for the construction of the centre has 
been awarded to a joint venture between Plem Con-
struction and G.L Civils and Construction.

Dr. Kabelo Mputsoe, Clinical and Radiation On-
cologist, expressed gratitude on behalf of cancer 

-
through in the country’s healthcare system. 

“Once the centre is completed, patients will be 
treated in their own country by people who better 
understand them,” Mputsoe said. 

She acknowledged that current facilities, such as 
the Senkatana Oncology Clinic, are inadequate for 
cancer treatment. 

“We are currently using buildings that are not 
suited for cancer treatment, and it has been an on-
going struggle for years,” she explained.

The idea of establishing a cancer centre in Le-
sotho dates back to 2012, and while progress has 
been slow, the centre’s realisation represents a 
long-awaited milestone. Mputsoe also shared alarm-
ing statistics: 625 cancer cases were reported in 
2023, with 750 new cases already recorded in 2024. 
“All types of cancers are found in Lesotho, but the 
most prevalent are cervical cancer, breast cancer, 
and prostate cancer,” she said.

Experts have suggested that Lesotho’s healthcare 
crisis requires immediate intervention with a need 
to prioritise domestic capacity-building to reduce 
dependency on foreign medical institutions. 

This includes expanding oncology services, train-

for healthcare. 
Failure to address these systemic issues means, 

experts note, that Basotho patients will be left with 
dwindling options and worsening health outcomes.

As the Apollo ban highlights the fragility of Leso-
tho’s health system, it serves as a wake-up call for 
policymakers to act decisively. The stakes are high, 
and the lives of countless Basotho depend on urgent 
reforms to secure a healthier future for the nation.

Lerato Matheka

Apollo Hospital bans Basotho 
patients over unpaid millions

banned Basotho patients from accessing its servic-
es due to the Lesotho government’s failure to settle 
medical bills totalling millions of Maloti over the past 
two years. 

This development exposes the cracks in Lesotho’s 
healthcare system, highlight its reliance on foreign 
medical facilities and the mounting pressure of an 
escalating cancer burden.

The partnership between Lesotho and Apollo 
Hospital dates back to 2015 when agreements were 
established to provide advanced treatments for Ba-
sotho patients, particularly in oncology. 

The collaboration included patient referrals and 
medical training for professionals, cementing a mu-
tual relationship that promised improved healthcare 
outcomes for Lesotho.

However, this relationship began to unravel after 
the most recent Memorandum of Understanding 
(MOU), signed in September 2022, failed to be hon-
oured. 

Sources within the Lesotho Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs revealed that the current government has 
refused to engage Apollo Hospital to discuss the un-
paid debts or renew the agreements.

“The government’s stance is that the MOU signed 
by former Minister Sekatle and Apollo’s Dr. Harinder 
Singh Sidhu lacked cabinet approval, rendering it in-

Consequently, efforts to rekindle discussions have 
been stymied, leaving patients without access to 
Apollo’s advanced medical care.

child in dire need of a liver transplant was denied 
treatment at Apollo.

“The child’s case became a bureaucratic night-
mare, with the government ministries and the em-
bassy in India at odds over who should bear the costs 
because the hospital demanded upfront payment 
for the treatment required. Eventually, the embassy 
paid upfront with a promise of reimbursement, a 

the government’s inability to navigate life-saving 
healthcare needs effectively,” the source said.

Apollo’s blacklist of Lesotho stems from more 
than just unpaid medical bills. 

Indian Industry (CII), Lesotho has accumulated 
grievances with multiple suppliers, tarnishing its 
reputation globally.

“It is not just Apollo that has stopped doing busi-
ness with the country. They have a reputation of not 
paying suppliers and as an organisation, we have 
also placed it on the red. With our role of looking for 
opportunities for the country’s business community, 
Lesotho and Some SADC countries I cannot mention 
have serious problems of corruption and incompe-
tency, so they have been placed on the blacklist and 
any Indian company that does business with it is at 

Lesotho has spent approximately M130 million 
($7 million annually) to send patients to South Africa 
and India for treatments in the previous years, with 

to South African hospitals. 
The health ministry had previously revealed that 

a patient’s treatment in South Africa costs between 
M300 000 to M500 000 while each patient was 
charged between M70 000 to M100 000 at Apollo 
Hospital.

Despite this, the government’s unwillingness to 

even higher costs for referrals to South Africa, ex-
acerbating the strain on an already overburdened 
health budget.

The MOU between Lesotho Apollo was predom-
inantly around cancer treatment with special cases 
of illnesses that require technology not available in 
Lesotho.

Since the existence of the MOU over 100 Basotho 
Cancer patients have been treated in Apollo.

‘Maneo Moliehi Ntene, Principal Secretary (PS) 
for the Ministry of Health, shunned the allegations 
of medical debt saying the hospital needs to contact 
the ministry.

“I have no information of a pending debt with 
Apollo nor the fact that we have patients who are 
banned.

“We haven’t referred any patient to Apollo since 
2022 because we simply can’t afford their referrals. 
We are still battling with a huge medical bill from 
South Africa, we are trying by all means to save 
costs,” Ntene said.

She explained that the liver patient was not a gov-
ernment’s referral, however, the government ended 
up being involved because the patient was in a for-
eign land.

Cancer remains a leading cause of death in Leso-
tho. 

According to the Global Cancer Observatory 
(2022), the country recorded 2,027 new cancer cas-

es and 1,411 deaths. 
Cervical cancer 

alone accounts for 
nearly 30 percent of 
these cases, with an 
incidence rate of 56.8 
per 100,000 women. 
The lack of comprehen-
sive cancer care within 
Lesotho’s borders has 
forced thousands to 
seek treatment abroad.

While the Senkatana 
Oncology Clinic, which 
opened in 2022 with 
support from the Bris-

…PS health shuns the ban saying they last referred a patient in 2022
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Storm over M7 million for airport refurbishment

Can local farmers keep egg-ban alive?
Kabelo Masoabi 

A growing controversy has erupted sur-
rounding the M7 million allocated for the 
partial refurbishment of the country’s main 
airport, Moshoeshoe I International Air-
port.

The project, which is intended to improve 
infrastructure and modernise the airport 
to meet international standards, has come 
under intense scrutiny amid claims of mis-
management and lack of transparency.

A leading construction company in Le-

facing scrutiny over the expenditure of M7 
million on the modernisation of the airport.

The Parliamentary Public Accounts Com-
mittee (PAC), led by MP Montoeli Masoetsa, 
recently visited the construction site to in-
vestigate concerns about the lack of visible 

Following a closed-door meeting with 
representatives from the Ministry of Public 
Works and LSP Construction, the PAC de-
cided to inspect the site due to inconsisten-
cies in the reported progress.

The committee aimed to determine how 
the already-approved M7 million was uti-
lised before authorising the release of an 
additional M3 million.

Masoetsa expressed concern that the 
Principal Secretary (PS) had already is-

was about to approve another for M3 mil-
lion. He demanded that LSP Construction 
demonstrate the work completed to justify 
the need for further funding.

Masoetsa pointed out that parliament 
initially approved M50 million for the air-
port project, but subsequent assessments 

proximately M184 million. He questioned 
what would be the source of the additional 
funding.

In an interview, Masoetsa revealed that 
their on-site investigation found no evidence 
of work being performed despite the expend-
iture of M7 million. 

He explained that parliamentarians under-
stand that the only work undertaken was the 
mobilisation of construction equipment to 
the site, which, in their view, should be a cost 
borne by the contractor. 

Masoetsa emphasised the need for close 
oversight of LSP to ensure project completion 
within the allotted timeframe. 

He drew a concerning parallel between 
this situation and the delayed construction 
of the Palace, which, despite ongoing parlia-
mentary funding, remains incomplete after 
nearly 15 years.

Masoetsa attributed this delay to the same 
construction company’s apparent reluctance 
to proceed with the project.

Parliamentary Portfolio Committees Chair-
person, Makhalanyane Mokhothu, stressed 
the need for parliamentary oversight of all 
stakeholders, including the Ministry of Public 
Works department of BDS, in all government 
projects. 

He advocated for the establishment of a 
monitoring team to conduct bi-weekly pro-
gress checks, ensuring the airport moderni-
sation project, which has been delayed since 
2018, is treated with the seriousness it de-
serves. 

Mokhothu lamented the missed economic 
opportunities resulting from these prolonged 
delays.

Turning to the Palace project, Mokhothu 
announced that the Committees would inves-

tigate the matter upon receiving the Audi-
tor-General's report.

He expressed deep disappointment 
over the 15-year delay in constructing 
the Palace for the sole King of Lesotho, 
warning of potential damage and escalat-
ing costs. 

He noted that the initial budget of 
M136 million has blown up to over M345 
million. 

Mokhothu concluded by emphasising 
that the funds wasted on these stalled 
projects could have been utilised to sup-
port service providers and create em-
ployment opportunities for Basotho.

Letsema Letela, a supervisor on the 
airport project, explained that the design 

sion of the existing structure. He assured 
parliamentarians that the original design 
accounted for this expansion, addressing 
concerns about structural stability.

On the expenditure of M7 million, Letela 
outlined completed tasks, including an en-
vironmental impact study, site preparation, 
equipment mobilisation, partial scrubbing 

inforcement work.
Meanwhile, Motheba Letsoela, Director 

of Public Works BDS, informed Parliament 
that LSP Construction was responsible for 
the project’s design, supervision, and con-
struction. This arrangement, she explained, 
arose from the Ministry’s lack of independ-
ent supervision capacity.

Letsoela further detailed the tender pro-
cess that led to LSP’s selection.

documents in both English and Chinese, 
despite the requirement for English-only 
submissions. This left LSP as the sole eligi-
ble bidder.

The critical question remains: Are local 

tent to sustain this level of production over 
the long term?

Lekau expressed a cautious outlook on 
the situation, emphasising a major obstacle: 
the lack of a comprehensive database de-
tailing the number of active layer farmers in 
the country. In the absence of this essential 
data, accurately assessing the actual volume 
of eggs produced within any given timeframe 

To gauge the quantity of eggs available in 
the market, the department currently relies 
on data collected from businesses that pro-
cure eggs from local farmers. Lekau noted: 
“Market indications suggest that Basotho 
farmers are producing eggs on a large scale; 
however, the challenge remains in identifying 

tered in our systems.
She continued: “This complicates our abil-

ity to source eggs precisely when needed. At 
present, we do not possess the assurance 
required to reliably maintain the ban on egg 
imports.”

In this context, Lekau emphasised the ur-
gent need to establish a national database of 
layer farmers. She announced that by the end 
of February this year, the department will 
launch a farmer registry program requiring 
annual renewals.

Producers will be required to register their 
agribusinesses at their respective District Ag-

Accessing the market at the appropriate 
time presents additional challenges for layer 
producers such as Mpati Matete. The farmer 
from Sehlabeng sa Thuathe in the Berea dis-
trict expressed frustration over the substan-
tial amount of eggs available for sale, yet lack-
ing viable market opportunities.

Matete lamented: “Some of my eggs have 
begun to spoil due to extended storage and 
excessive heat,” highlighting the critical situ-
ation many producers face.

The government implemented a ban on egg 
imports on January 1, 2025, in an effort to 
boost local production and ensure food se-
curity.

So far, the country has successfully met 
its egg demands, but concerns are growing 
about whether local producers can sustain 
this level of production, especially given the 
challenges they face.

The Ministry of Agriculture, Food Secu-
rity, and Nutrition, through its Department 
of Marketing, has assured the public that 
there is enough local supply to meet cur-
rent needs.

However, prior to the ban, Lesotho heav-
ily relied on egg imports from South Africa, 
with importers allowed to source only 30 
percent of their supply from abroad, while 
domestic producers were expected to cover 
the remaining 70 percent.

Makwane Lekau, from the Department 

but warned that challenges remain.
“Market indications suggest that Baso-

tho farmers are producing eggs on a large 
scale; however, the issue lies in identifying 
these farms, as many remain unregistered,” 
Lekau explained during a recent workshop 
in Thaba Blosiu for lay farmers.

The workshop was organised by the 
Smallholder Agriculture Development Pro-
ject (II), 

Without accurate data on the number of 
active layer farmers, she explained that it 

levels and ensure a consistent supply.
Local producers have been encouraged 

to augment their production capabilities 
to secure continued participation in the 
domestic market. Concerns persist re-
garding the nation’s ability to maintain 

cally, a minimum of 700,000 trays of eggs 
per month is required for the country to be 

In response to these challenges, Lekau 
underscored the importance of establish-
ing egg collection centers nationwide, a 

the structure of the poultry sector. At 
these centers, she explained, produc-
ers will be able to sell their eggs to the 
department, which will then categorize 
them by grade and facilitate resale to 
buyers, streamlining the distribution pro-
cess.

“This initiative, led by the government, 

Furthermore, Lekau pointed out anoth-
er potential challenge to sustaining the 
import ban during school opening peri-
ods when thousands of children require 
eggs for the school feeding program. Typ-
ically, increased demand during this time 
has been supplemented by imports from 
South Africa.

The World Food Programme (WFP) 
and the government of Lesotho provide 
school meals consisting of maize meal, 
pulses, vegetables, and cooking oil. The 
meals, which include grains, cereals, leafy 
green vegetables, and eggs sourced from 
local farmers, are provided for lunch.

Additionally, the WFP provides techni-
cal assistance to enhance food production 
and quality.

Lekau noted that production irregulari-
ties among local farmers present a signif-
icant concern in the agricultural sector. 
She pointed out that when the window 
for egg importation opened in May of last 
year, no imports occurred during that 
month. However, June saw the importa-
tion of 700,000 eggs, followed by one mil-
lion in July, and a total of up to six million 
eggs imported from August to December.

“Again, only a limited number of local 

orders from major retailers. For exam-
ple, Pick n Pay Lesotho has been sourc-
ing expensive organic eggs from South 
Africa due to high demand. This situation 

presents a unique opportunity for Basotho 
farmers to also focus on the production and 
supply of organic eggs within the country,” 
she elaborated.

Moreover, it became clear during the 
workshop that that local producers were 

ciency in egg provision.

al challenges that hinder productive output.
Issues cited included a lack of an organ-

ised industry structure, informal contrac-
tual agreements, high feed costs, expensive 

vaccination protocols, inadequate diagnos-
tic laboratories for disease testing, limited 
research in pre-production stages, and in-
effective technical support from extension 

To address these challenges, further 
comprehensive planning and support are 
needed, according to SADPII Matching 
Grants Specialist Relebohile Khathibe.

Ntsoaki Motaung
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Matlanyane calls for formal conversations to 
address educational opportunities in India

All set for fi rst-ever justice needs survey

Minister of Finance and Development 
Planning, Retšelisitsoe Matlanyane, has 
called for the Indian government to prior-
itise engaging in formal discussions with 
the government of Lesotho to address ed-
ucational opportunities, this follows the 
growing issue of Basotho students strand-
ed in India due to unmet tuition fees. 

In July 2024, the Ministry of Foreign Af-
fairs and International Relations revealed 
the distressing plight of around 3,000 Ba-
sotho students who were unable to con-

constraints. 
The minister’s call comes amidst the cel-

ebration of the 60th anniversary of the In-
dian Technical and Economic Cooperation 
(ITEC) program, which was established to 
strengthen international cooperation be-
tween India and other nations, including 
Lesotho.

Matlanyane expressed her concern 
during the ITEC Day celebrations held 
at Lancers Inn over the weekend under-

greatly from its cooperation with India, 
especially in sectors such as healthcare, 
green agriculture, and sustainable energy, 
the current situation surrounding Basotho 
students studying in India without formal 
support from the government requires ur-
gent attention. 

She urged the Indian government to 
collaborate with Lesotho in formalising 
the educational opportunities available to 
Basotho students, ensuring that the pro-

for both students and their families.
“There are a number of issues involved, 

including uncertainties toward education-
al continuity facing the students in your 
country. As the minister of Finance, I re-

ponent of our relationship,” Matlanyane 
emphasised, recognising the importance 
of fostering a more structured and sup-
portive educational exchange between the 
two nations.

The issue of stranded students has es-

sotho, as many students have pursued 
studies in India without the government’s 

their education.
Matlanyane made it clear that these stu-

dents, while pursuing educational oppor-
tunities in good faith, have become a chal-
lenge for the government. 

“Basotho students who go ahead to 
study in India without the government's 
knowledge have become a problem to us,” 
she stated. 

She further elaborated that the govern-
ment seeks to understand which programs 
are available to Basotho students and to 

students face while studying abroad.
Matlanyane also expressed gratitude to 

India for its longstanding support through 
the ITEC program, which offers training, 
scholarships, and various capacity-build-
ing initiatives across a wide range of sec-
tors, such as agriculture, healthcare, infor-
mation technology, and education.

The ITEC program, initiated by India in 
1964, has been instrumental in sharing 
India's developmental expertise and tech-
nical skills with partner countries. The In-
dian High Commissioner to Lesotho, Shri 
Prabhat Kumar in his address, noted that 
over 250,000 people across more than 160 

ITEC initiatives. 
“Today marks the 60 glorious years of 

the ITEC program,” he remarked, high-
lighting its success in fostering mutual 
development through South-South Coop-
eration.

of the ITEC program, with many of its pro-
fessionals attending training courses in In-

The High Commissioner further re-
vealed that India offers a range of scholar-
ships for Basotho students, ensuring their 
admission to top educational institutions 
in India. 

“We make sure they are admitted to the 
best schools in our country. And we ensure 
that when the scholars return to Lesotho, 
they are of great use to your country,” he 

of these educational exchanges for Leso-
tho.

Matlanyane acknowledged India’s con-

for women, children, and marginalised 
groups, and increase accountability, trans-
parency, and integrity within justice and 
governance institutions.

The survey will deploy 21 enumerators 
and seven supervisors, organised into 
seven teams, to conduct interviews with 
over 2,300 households, targeting diverse 
groups, including women, men, inmates, 
and vulnerable populations.

According to team leader, Chimwem-
we Mangeni, vulnerable groups include 
persons with disabilities, the elderly, sex 
workers, orphans, prisoners, and victims 
of abuse.

The survey will assess people’s experi-
ences with and access to justice, aiming to 
identify key challenges and needs.

Mangeni emphasised the use of interna-
tional standards in conducting the survey.

He said: “This study ensures access to 
justice for everyone, including those in 

provide critical support to the govern-
ment, civil society organisations, and oth-
er stakeholders in developing policies and 

Palesa Mabea, senior statistician at the 
Bureau of Statistics (BoS) and project coor-
dinator for the Justice Needs Survey, called 
on Basotho to welcome enumerators and 

cooperate with them, emphasising that the 
survey aims to improve Lesotho’s justice 

Mabea highlighted that Lesotho is the 

dressing the challenges faced by people in 
accessing justice.

“We will examine all aspects of justice, 
involving all stakeholders in dispute res-
olution, such as chiefs, community polic-
ing personnel, and families—not just the 
courts,” she explained.

She further noted that Lesotho’s justice 
system has faced numerous challenges, 
drawing international attention. This, she 
said, prompted the European Union to in-
clude the survey as part of its funded pro-
ject for reforms and governance strength-
ening.

“The primary issue is the lack of data on 
our cases, how long they remain in court, 
the timelines for resolution, and how cas-
es handled by the police are prosecuted 
or concluded. This study aims to gather 
opinions and experiences of the Basotho 
Nation in accessing justice,” Mabea said.

In December 2022, a Service Contract 
was awarded to International Consulting 
Expertise (ICE), a Brussels-based compa-
ny, under the 11th European Development 

riculture, education, and health, praising 
the Indian government's efforts to assist 
Lesotho in sustainable energy initiatives 
and security. However, she also stressed 
the importance of expanding cooperation 
into new sectors, particularly technology. 

“Lesotho can use the already existing 
technology to leapfrog and take advantage 
of improving different sectors,” she re-
marked, suggesting that technology could 
play a key role in advancing Lesotho's eco-
nomic development.

In his speech, Major General Matela 
Matobakele, representing the Lesotho De-

cant role that India has played through the 
ITEC program in strengthening the coun-
try’s defence capabilities. 

“ITEC has played an immense role in 
strengthening our defence capability,” Ma-
tobakele noted, explaining that the pro-
gram has provided training in leadership, 
modern defence strategies, and techno-
logical advancements. Currently, 21 mem-
bers of the LDF are undergoing training in 
India, further reinforcing the value of the 
program in enhancing the country’s secu-
rity forces,” he said.

Matobakele also called on the Lesotho 
government to continue supporting the 
LDF’s partnership with India, noting that 
while the Indian government fully funds 
the programs, the Lesotho government 
should provide additional support to the 
participants to ensure their immediate 
needs are met. 

“We value the relations and trust we 
have built over the years and we appeal 
to our government to support LDF in the 
partnership to further strengthen this re-
lationship,” he said.

Minister Tšeliso Mokhosi, the Minister 
of Labour, also weighed in, recognising the 
immense value of India’s contributions 
through the ITEC program in empowering 
Lesotho’s workforce.

“It is through well-designed programs 
and technical assistance that our work-
force is capacitated to meet the evolving 
global workforce needs,” Mokhosi said. 

He emphasised that ITEC has gone be-
yond skills transfer, fostering cooperation 
and solidarity between Lesotho and India.

Fund (EDF).
The contract entailed establishing a Pro-

gramme Coordination Unit (PCU) to over-
see the project. The PCU includes two key 
technical assistants, a Team Leader and 
a Senior Governance Expert, along with 
support staff and a facility for 1,500 short-
term expert assignments to support pro-
gram implementation.

September 2023 by Deputy Prime Minis-
ter, Justice Nthomeng Majara, at Leshob-
oro Stadium in Mafeteng.

The survey and broader project aim to 

the judiciary, Master of the High Court, At-
torney General, Legal Aid Unit, Director of 
Public Prosecutions, Lesotho Correctional 
Services, Probation Unit, and Law Facul-
ty at the National University of Lesotho 
(NUL).

Reform Commission, Directorate on Cor-
ruption and Economic Offences (DCEO), 
Ombudsman, Auditor General, and Nation-
al Assembly and Senate

This survey is expected to provide valu-
able insights and data to support reforms, 
enhance access to justice, and improve 
governance in Lesotho.

The inaugural Lesotho Justice Needs Sur-
vey 2024 is set to take place from January 
20 to February 10, this year, spanning all 
ten districts of the country.

This ground-breaking initiative is part of 
the Project for Reforms and Strengthening 
of Governance in Lesotho, a European Un-
ion (EU)-funded effort to promote the rule 
of law, good governance, human rights, 
and gender equality.

ciency and quality of justice service deliv-
ery, improve access to justice, especially 

Pales Mabea Senior Statistician Bureau of Sta-
tistics and Project Coordinator

Dr Retselisitsoe Matlanyane Minister of 
Finance and Development Planning.

Lerato Matheka
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'Muso Thomas Mapesela

Relebohile Makhetha

Relebohile Makhetha

Court chronicles: From murder to a 
rescued newborn

Magistrate court sees fi ery drama

Obituary: Farewell to ‘Muso 
Thomas Mapesela
Kabelo Masoabi 

The media community in Lesotho is in 
mourning following the untimely passing 

cated his early life to championing media 

leaves an irreplaceable void in the hearts 

able life and contributions will be held at 

strong foundation that continues to guide 

ach pain prior to his admission to Queen 

acy he leaves behind and strive to emulate 

forever be remembered in the annals of 

paving the way for future generations of 

appeared before the court on charges of 

the accused allegedly fatally shot Thabang 

dy and are scheduled to return to court on 

Former LDF member faces assault 
charges

charges of assault with intent to cause 

Unauthorised use of property

unauthorised use of property under the 

nation but emphasised the gravity of the 

highlighted that such actions undermine 

Triple murder charges

have been driven by an uncontrollable 

Matricide charges in Ha Mojela

Newborn rescued in Qacha’s Nek

rescued after being abandoned in a toilet 

faint cries from a toilet and discovered 

chief instructed her to care for the baby 

compelling reasons for bail during his 

who faces charges of arson for allegedly 
setting fire to two houses belonging to 

lane is receiving treatment for mental 

Lesotho Correctional Service employees face charges

… From arson to stabbing, no bail for most
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Seabata Mahao

Polihali construction reaches 
key transfer tunnel milestone

The boring of the 38-kilometre Polihali 

-
mentation of Phase II of the bi-national Leso-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

-
-

BUSINESS

-

-

-

-

-

-

-

The Minister of Local Government and Po-
lice, Lebona Lephema Tunnel Boring Machine launch and naming ceremony.  

Tunnel Boring Machine launch and naming ceremony.  

-

-

-

-

-
-

-

-
-
-

Notice in terms of section 61(b) of the Administration of Estates and Inheritance Act No.2  of 2024;
ESTATE LATE MATHATO MOKOATLE

Notice is hereby given in terms of Section 61 (b) of the Administration of Estates and Inheritance Act No. 2 of 2024 calling upon all 

publication.
The address at which the said claims can be lodged is mentioned hereunder;
HA PENA-PENA
HA ABIA
MASERU

ESTATE NOTICE 

(+266) 58008098
THEBE MOKOATLE
(THE ADMINISTRATOR)

-
-

-

-

-

-

-

-

Notice is hereby made by TIISETSO JUSTICE RABOLINYANE that the company SURFACE SYSTEM CIVIL 
-

NOTICE OF COMPANY RELOCATION
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Addressing systemic 
barriers to abortion care

A comprehensive study on abortion care 
in Botswana, Eswatini, Lesotho, and Na-
mibia, conducted by Rhodes University, 
the World Health Organisation (WHO), 
and the United Nations Population Fund 

reproductive health services.
Despite commitments to the Sustain-

able Development Goals (SDGs), com-
plications arising from unsafe abortions 
remain a major cause of maternal mortal-
ity, contributing to nearly 20 percent of 
pregnancy-related deaths in these coun-
tries.

need for policy reforms, resource allo-
cation, and public education to disman-
tle systemic barriers, combat societal 

healthcare infrastructure that hinder ac-
cess to safe and legal abortion services.

Although abortion is legally permissi-

cumstances, such as rape, incest, or fetal 
abnormalities, restrictive policies and 
bureaucratic hurdles often limit access. 
Survivors of sexual violence face signif-
icant barriers, including mandatory po-
lice reports and judicial approvals, which 
act as strong deterrents.

The study also highlights systemic 
weaknesses within healthcare systems 
that exacerbate these challenges. In Bot-
swana, fewer than 5 percent of health-
care providers are trained in post-abor-
tion care.

Namibia struggles with critical staff 
shortages, particularly in rural areas, 
while Eswatini’s heavy reliance on do-

By prioritising the reproductive rights 
and health of women, these nations can 
make strides toward more equitable and 
inclusive healthcare systems.

In Lesotho, induced abortion is crim-
inalised under Section 45 of the Penal 
Code Act of 2010; however, it is permit-

gal defence.
This includes situations where the 

abortion is necessary due to instances 
of rape, incest, forced sexual relations, 
or when continuing with the pregnancy 
poses a risk to the physical or mental 
health of the mother or threatens her life 
or the life of the fetus.

Additionally, the Protocol to the Af-
rican Charter on Human and People’s 
Rights (ACHPR) on the Rights of Wom-
en in Africa, also known as the "Maputo 

provides for state parties to authorise ac-
cess to medical abortions under similar 
conditions.

Article 14 of the protocol emphasis-
es the need for legal access to abortion 

women's health and rights.
Recent data from the Bureau of Statis-

tics' 2022 Health Statistics Report high-
lighted a concerning trend: incomplete 
abortions accounted for 24.3 percent of 
the leading reasons for women's hospital 

health burden.
This statistic not only impacts the 

well-being of the women involved but 
also places added strain on the country's 
already overburdened healthcare system.

nor funding for sexual and reproductive 
health (SRH) programs raises concerns 
about the sustainability of these services.

providing safe abortion services due to 
limited infrastructure and a lack of health 
facilities equipped to offer comprehen-
sive care. These systemic gaps leave 
women, especially those in underserved 
rural areas, highly vulnerable.

The study further highlights the com-
plex reproductive health landscape in 
these countries, shaped by the perva-
sive impacts of gender-based violence 
(GBV), high HIV prevalence, and deeply 
entrenched gender inequalities. These 
issues disproportionately affect women 
in rural areas, economically marginalised 
groups, and adolescents.

An unmet need for contraception, 
ranging from 15 to 17.5 percent, exac-
erbates the problem, while pervasive 
societal stigma surrounding abortion 
and early pregnancy creates additional 
barriers to healthcare access. Abortion 
is often viewed as immoral, with women 
seeking services stigmatised as irrespon-
sible. Young people, in particular, face 
judgmental attitudes from healthcare 
providers and inadequate privacy during 
consultations.

This stigma drives many women to 
seek unsafe abortion procedures, sig-

complications or even death.

er to improving access to comprehen-
sive abortion care in the four countries: 
the absence of comprehensive national 

guidelines.
The analysis highlights the detrimental 

impact of over-reliance on donor fund-
ing, particularly in Eswatini and Lesotho, 
which leaves sexual and reproductive 

nancial instability. Additionally, outdated 
and poorly integrated data collection and 
management systems hinder the ability 
to analyse and interpret health informa-
tion effectively.

To address these systemic challeng-
es, the study advocates for a multi-sec-
toral approach, emphasising key recom-
mendations such as the development of 
national comprehensive abortion care 
(CAC) guidelines, ensuring adequate 
training for healthcare providers, im-
proving equitable resource distribution, 
strengthening data collection systems, 
implementing public education cam-
paigns, and addressing gender inequities.

Improving access to comprehensive 
abortion care requires strong political 
will, sustained funding, and a commit-
ment to reproductive justice. These re-
forms align with the Sustainable Devel-
opment Goal (SDG) target of reducing 
maternal mortality and have broader im-
plications for gender equality, education, 
and economic development.

Framing reproductive health as a hu-
man right is a vital step toward trans-
formative policy and practice changes. 
The study’s reparative health justice 
framework offers valuable tools for pol-
icymakers to identify and address these 
barriers, providing actionable insights 
for Southern African nations and beyond.

HEALTHHEALTH

Ntsoaki Motaung
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COMMON 
CONCERNKananelo Boloetse

NO COMMENT

NGOs and corporates, it’s time to 
acknowledge the media’s sacrifi ces

Call for self-suffi ciency 
and immediate reform

The recent ban reportedly imposed by India’s 
renowned Apollo Hospital on Basotho pa-
tients due to unpaid medical debts serves as a 

Lesotho’s healthcare sector.

equately address the health needs of its citi-
zens.

It is with a heavy heart that we acknowl-

bureaucracy and resource scarcity. To the pa-
tients who have made the painful journey to 

view Lesotho as an unreliable partner. The 
ban by Apollo is not an isolated incident but 
a symptom of a broader issue that demands 

must accept. But Lesotho must strive toward a 

to handle the needs of its people.

We must not allow this situation to de-
volve into a cycle of dependence that drains 

available domestically.

tor. While international partnerships remain 

A key part of this process must be the ex-

in the realm of cancer treatment. The need is 

cer cases reported each year.

facilities like the cancer centre is a step in the 

accountable for the promises made and the 
public funds allocated. There must be an un-

treatments abroad because their own country 
lacks the capacity to provide them.

The time for complacency is over. Lesotho 

this be the call to action that sets Lesotho on a 

always the case with any new initiative.
The journalism profession in Lesotho remains 

one of the most underappreciated and under-re-

am often met with the observation that this is 

The awards ceremony was more than just a 

as a much-needed year-end celebration for jour-
nalists.

I cannot overemphasise the importance of 

boost morale and foster a sense of unity and ap-

unrewarded. This disparity dampens their spir-

held in December. This event serves more than 

the second edition scheduled for December this 
year.

isations and individuals have ample time to step 

two partners for such an important event last 

journalists play in our society.

as part of their corporate social responsibility 

these corporations are silent. This silence is not 

supports their activities.

our commitment to a free and vibrant media 

democracy.

was an indictment of how little value we place on 

who make these principles possible.

To those who turned their backs on this initi-

journalism. But journalism also needs you.

and who hold power to account. It says you un-

a necessity.

them when it matters most.

nity to show where your priorities lie. Will you 

The choice is yours. History will remember 
which one you made.

ly those of the author.
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Maternal health through the 
eyes of a medical anthropologist

INTERVIEW
In this interview, we sit down with Mar-

ry Beth Knipper, a scholar and researcher 
whose unique dual expertise in medicine 
and cultural anthropology is shedding new 
light on maternal health in Lesotho. With a 
deep commitment to understanding the in-
tersection of health, culture, and community, 
Marry’s work focuses on the complex and 
evolving ways in which Basotho women nav-
igate the risks of pregnancy and early infan-
cy, shaped by both traditional practices and 
modern biomedical interventions. Her eth-
nographic research, conducted in the east-
ern highlands of Lesotho, explores the en-
during legacies of epidemics like HIV/AIDS 
and their profound impact on how these 
communities approach perinatal care. In this 

into medical anthropology, the cultural nu-
ances of maternal healthcare in Lesotho, and 
the importance of integrating local knowl-
edge into global health efforts.

Newsday: What inspired you to pursue a 
dual degree in medicine and cultural anthro-
pology, and how these disciplines intersect in 
your work?

Marry Beth Knipper: Nearly 17 years ago, ear-
ly in my undergraduate education, I was lucky to 
stumble upon an opportunity to join a medical 
aid team that was providing primary healthcare 
to rural communities, outside Pisac, Peru. Wit-
nessing the structural inequalities of health with-
in those Andean communities radically altered 
my career trajectory. I became fascinated by 
“medical anthropology” – that is, by understand-
ing how the health and wellness of individuals, 
communities, and environments are affected by 
local events and histories (like the emergence of 
viral epidemics); by interrelationships between 
various species and actors; by social norms and 
political institutions; and by broader cultural 
forces (like globalisation, Western feminisms, 
or capitalism). Ultimately, that and subsequent 
experiences working abroad in “global health” 

research with my passion for clinical medicine. 

women's concepts of risk and protection 
during the perinatal period. What led you to 
focus on this particular aspect of maternal 
health in Lesotho?

Marry Beth Knipper: As in many cultures 
and places, bo-Mme understand pregnancy and 
early infancy as incredibly vulnerable moments 
in the human life-course. Early life is inherently 
precarious. As women would often remind me, 
“Ngoana joalaka ke metsi.” I was often struck by 
this hypervigilance and attunement to perinatal 
risk and “exposures.” In highlands communi-
ties, modern-day mothers still speak of age-old 
threats to their newborns: muti, witchcraft, im-
pure persons, jealous neighbours... But unlike 
their own mothers, they also engage biomedical 
language and metaphors to understand their 
experiences; they are incredibly knowledgeable 
about CD4+ cell counts and childhood immuni-
sation schedules; and they wistfully remember 
the ways that childhood and the village commu-
nity were different – somehow safer for children 
– long ago. In this work, I explore these trans-
forming experiences of motherhood and perina-
tal risk as (partial, but not exclusive) by-products 
of viral epidemics (HIV, HPV, COVID), and the 
global health responses that were erected to pre-
vent their spread. 

of epidemics like HIV/AIDS in the context of 
Lesotho, and what are some of the enduring 

impacts you've observed?
Marry Beth Knipper: This is an incredibly as-

tute question! It’s one that I ultimately hope to 
fully answer in my doctoral dissertation. Ulti-
mately, I am interested in the lives that emerge 
in the wake of the epidemic… What are the ways 
that health events, like HIV or COVID, continue 
to live on with us into the future? How do they 
transform the way that we relate to other kinds 
of bodies and environments? How does grow-
ing up in a perpetual state of “epidemiological 
emergency” alter the way that Basotho mothers 
imagine perinatal risk and engage with diverse 
forms of perinatal care? For me, the “afterlife” of 
the epidemic is not only a question of population 
health metrics; it is also one of bodily experience 
and orientation. It is a question best explored 
by delving into the everyday life-worlds of Ba-
sotho mothers, who are increasingly forced to 
navigate “new” viral threats and social changes, 
alongside age-old concerns about witchcraft, 
muti, and social well-being. As I move forward 
in analysing the data gathered over the past year 

-
torical changes in social networks and material 
methods of care. I’m interested in women’s de-
cision-making around everything from vaccines 
to muti to “prayer water.” I’m examining how 
women make meaning out of perinatal deaths 
and illnesses. 

can global health interventions be tailored 
to better respect and integrate local cultural 
practices in maternal and child healthcare?

Marry Beth Knipper: As an anthropologist 
and future physician, I believe in the power of 
storytelling and education. Ultimately, I hope 
that this ethnographic work sheds light on the 
everyday experiences of mothers in highlands 
Basotho communities. Among global health 
professionals and policymakers, I hope that it 
generates richer conversations about the (occa-
sionally unintended) consequences of Maternal 
and Child Health (MCH) and epidemiological 
interventions. I believe it is important for Leso-
tho to continue investing in the education of na-
tive, Sesotho-speaking, Basotho physicians and 
health policy makers. High-quality medical edu-
cation, ideally combined with native cultural lit-
eracy (Basotho physicians treating Basotho pa-
tients), will be central to the ability of healthcare 
providers to understand and meet the needs of 
Basotho patients. It could be as simple as a Seso-
tho-English mistranslation in the clinic.  It could 
be as complex as the ability to understand your 
patient’s cultural norms or belief system be-
cause you were raised in it yourself. Ultimately, 
culturally competent medical care is the key to 
reducing healthcare disparities and ensuring 
high-quality maternal and child healthcare in 
Lesotho. 

Newsday: How have the communities in 
the eastern highlands of Lesotho responded 
to your research, and in what ways have their 

Marry Beth Knipper: I cannot say enough 
about the incredible hospitality of every Basotho 
community I have ever had the privilege to live 
or work in. Even from my early days as a Peace 
Corps Volunteer, the warmth and kindness of 
batho ba Basotho always made Lesotho feel like 
“home” to me – in fact, this past year my husband 
and two young sons were also able to move with 
me to Lesotho! With regards to the research 
study, the communities I worked with were al-
ways very supportive. On an individual level, 
my experiences have been similarly positive… I 
often found bo-Mme incredibly willing to teach 

and share their lives with me. It is a profound 
honour; an act of trust that I take very seriously 
as a researcher. Of course, people also each ap-
proached my questions and presence with their 
own histories and life experiences – of encoun-
ters with medical professionals, Americans, and 
lekhooa. I respect that immensely. If they were 
willing to share – even from a place of grief, mis-
trust, or anger – that is incredibly valuable and 
valid. Those experiences are all part of a broader 
story of maternal life and health in Lesotho.  

Newsday: What are some of the challeng-
es you've encountered during your ethno-

you addressed them?
Marry Beth Knipper: I would say that the most 

were logistical in nature. My husband, Jacob, and 
our two young sons (ages 2 and 4 years) were 
thankfully able to join me in Lesotho for the 
year. Moving our entire family from America to 
Lesotho was obviously an adventure for us! In 

highlands of Botha-Bothe District was incredibly 
remote. Ultimately, we decided that our family 
would split our time between Maseru and the 
highlands, which meant that I spent a lot of time 
driving mountainous dirt roads, juggling family 
and work. Throughout it all, however, I relied 
immensely on my Basotho friends and family 
for support. I could never have completed this 
research without the daily help and endless 
support of my long-time research assistant and 
friend, Thabang Sekitla. Whenever I travelled to 
the highlands without my family, I left them in 
the care of my Basotho family in Maseru. I am 
so grateful for the wealth of the community that 

made this year of work possible. 
Newsday: In your view, how have past 

global health interventions during epidem-
ics shaped current healthcare practices and 
perceptions among Basotho women?

Marry Beth Knipper: In my experience, Baso-
tho women are incredibly knowledgeable about 
and invested in neonatal and pediatric health 
issues. Overall, bo-Mme are very aware of in-
fectious and other threats to their children. In 
clinical encounters, they are often engaged and 
agentic participants. This sense of responsibility 
and deep commitment to the health of children 
is absolutely a testament to the centrality and 
importance of children within Basotho society. 
However, in the wake of 30 years of Preven-
tion-of-Mother-to-Child-Transmission (PMTCT) 
intervention to curb the spread of HIV, the forms 
of care solicited by mothers, and the meanings 
they attach to them, have understandably al-
tered. In the research study, Basotho mothers 
ubiquitously expressed a desire to act in the best 
interest of their children’s health. This attune-
ment to perinatal risk often led them to draw 
upon a diverse landscape of medical systems 
and practitioners. As an anthropologist, I try to 
avoid imagining these medical systems as dis-
creet or bounded entities. Traditional Basotho 
medicine is not counter to clinical biomedicine. 
They don’t necessarily contradict or threaten 
one another. Rather I imagine them as interre-
lated and co-evolving systems of knowledge and 
thought. They share space in a community, mu-
tually building upon one another. Basotho moth-
ers understand that, but sometimes biomedical 
clinicians may struggle to see value in all forms 
of health practice and belief. This bias - which 
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REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST (EOI) - EOLS01/2025 FOR GOODS 
AND SERVICES PROCUREMENT 

CLOSING ON 07th February 2025 AT 13:00HRS HRS (Lesotho Time) 

A. BACKGROUND
1. 

Category

4. Tissue

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST - GOODS AND SERVICES PROCUREMENT

1.

2.

repairs
3.

4.

5.

bags

items.

5.Rippers

7.Moisture meters

2. 

B. THE PURPOSE OF THIS EOI  
3. 

4. 

• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
5. 

. 
6. 

7. 

8. 

9. maseru.pro



17 January - 23 January 2025 11

LOAN NO:                     P165228 
CREDIT NO:                    IDA -64220 -LS 
ASSIGNMENT TITLE:     TECHNICAL AND FINANCIAL 
REVIEWER                            
DURATION:                     THREE (3) MONTHS 
REF NUMBER:                LS-MAFS-465836-CS-INDV 
DUTY STATION:             MASERU 
  
1. BACKROUND 
The Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security of Lesotho, with 
the support of the World Bank has established within the SADP 
II a Matching Grants Programme (MGP) to support investment 
by small and medium agriculture-related businesses, farmers, 
farmer groups and cooperatives and rural youth seeking to in-
crease climate resilience, raise productivity, improve commer-
cialization and increase production and consumption of high 
nutrition food products.  
 
2. OBJECTIVE OF THE ASSIGNMENT 

concept of a Matching Grants Program, as it is meant to pro-

of the portfolio. 
 
3. RESPONSIBILITIES AND TASKS 

1. Review in detail and evaluate the applications against 
the designated criteria and weighting-scoring system and 
procedures provided by the MGP Secretariat. 

2. Meet with the applicant(s) and service provider to assess 
their knowledge and competence and consequent ability 
to implement the investment. 

3. Complete an evaluation report for each application re-
viewed, using the forms provided by the MGP Secretar-
iat.   

4. Assign criteria scoring and provide detailed comments 
when judged necessary for further consideration by the 
applicant, the MGP Secretariat and the MGC. 

5. Assign, at the end of the evaluation report/form, a level of 
recommendation to the application for consideration by 
the MGP Secretariat and MGC during the next steps of 

The Lesotho Lowlands Water Development Pro-
ject Phase III (LLWDP III) invites applications from 

-
tion of Hydrologist.

1. OBJECTIVE OF THE ASSIGNMENT.
The Hydrologist will work for the PIU to oversee 
ground water resources Assessment, Develop-
ment and Management. 

2. PERFORMANCE AREAS
1. Assess the availability and sustainability of 

water supplies.
2. Evaluate water demand and allocation in the 

project area.
3. Undertake data collection and analysis to 

parameters in rivers, lakes, groundwater sys-
tems, and other water bodies. 

4. Participates in the development of water man-
agement plans and policies.

5. Undertake modelling and forecasting for the 
behaviour of water systems.

6. Assess the potential impacts of construction 

possible pollution of water resources and the 
surrounding environment.

7. Examine the interactions between water and 
ecosystems.

Lesotho agriculture sector (production, processing and mar-
keting issues). A good knowledge of international agriculture 
would be desirable. 

4. -
sociated with subproject design and implementation. 

5. To be a well-known person, progressive and objective, have 
good communication skills with colleagues and partners as 
well as experience of multi-partner activities.  

6. To have experience on the projects/programs of agriculture de-
velopment and contacts and international experience on tech-
nology transfer would be an advantage. 

  
8. CLIENT ASSIGNMENT MANAGEMENT AND REPORTING AR-
RANGEMENTS. 
 Project Director assisted by Matching Grants Manager will coordi-
nate implementation of activities under this contract, agreeing timing 
of services and for acceptance and approval of the reports and for 
receiving and approving the Consultant’s invoices for the payment. 
  
9. The attention of interested Consultants is drawn to Section III par-
agraph 3.14 to 
3.17 of the World Bank’s Procurement Regulations for IPF Borrow-
ers dated November 2020 and revised in September 2023, setting 

be selected in accordance with selection of Individual Consultants 
Method set out in Procurement Regulations. 
 
10. SUBMISSION 
Expressions of interest accompanied by detailed CV must be deliv-
ered in a written form to the address below in person by 14:30hrs 
Harare, Pretoria time on 31st January 2025 clearly marked ‘’ Ex-
pression of Interest for Technical and Financial Reviewers’’  For 

       Ministry of Agriculture and Food Security 
       Department of Livestock Services -Moshoeshoe 11  
       P.O. Box 24 
       Maseru 100 Lesotho. 

procurement@sadpii.org.ls cc rkhathibe@sadpii.org.ls 

5. DURATION
The duration of the assignment is THREE (3) YEARS.

6. QUALIFICATIONS & EXPERIENCE

1. Master’s degree in Hydrology or Water Resourc-
es Engineering or related field with a minimum of 
three (3) years’ experience in the water resources 
management field 

OR
2. Degree in Hydrology or Water Resources Engi-

neering or related field with a minimum of five (5) 
years’ experience in the water resources manage-
ment field.

7. SUBMISSIONS
Applications including a covering letter, CV and cer-

-

Friday, 24 January 2024 at 12:00 noon

(+266) 58861111.

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST 
(CONSULTING SERVICES- INDIVIDUAL CONSULTANTS SELECTION METHOD)

VACANCY FOR THE POSITION OF HYDROLOGIST

Kingdom of Lesotho 
MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE AND FOOD SECURITY 

SMALLHOLDER AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT PROJECT II 
MATCHING GRANTS PROGRAMME 

        KINGDOM OF LESOTHO

MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES
LESOTHO LOWLANDS WATER DEVELOPMENT PROJECT PHASE III

the selection procedure. 
6. Support scoring and recommendations with any further de-

tailed comments that may be judged important to be com-
municated to applicants. 

7. Submit all completed review documentation, including the 
evaluated application and the evaluation report/form, to the 
MGP Secretariat within a maximum of 10 calendar days. 

8. Participate, if invited to do so, in the MGC meeting to defend 
his/her evaluation or provide additional comments related to 
any of the evaluated applications in front of the MGC mem-
bers. 

9. Declare any interest relation or other relation with the partic-
ipants linked (directly or indirectly) with the application pro-
posed for evaluation and withdraw from the evaluation for 

10. -
ipant or person related to the applicant of the service pro-
vider. 

 
4. DURATION 
• Contract duration is three (3) months. 
 
5. FACILITIES TO BE PROVIDED BY THE CLIENT •  
Forms to be used for evaluation of proposals 
• 
 
6.DELIVERABLES AND FINAL OUTPUT 
• Written report on the results of the evaluation including their 

recommendation on the proposals reviewed and scored. 
7.QUALIFICATION AND EXPERIENCE 
• University degree in Agricultural economics or Degree in 

Agriculture. 
  
 SKILLS AND EXPERIENCE        
1. -

ty(ies) that are (is) priorities of the MGP and for which he/
she may be invited to play the role of the technical evaluator. 

2. Successful completion of a training program in the technical 

by the PMU and the MGC. 
3. To have successfully accomplished a few activities on the 

8. Contribute towards assessing vulnerabilities, 
developing adaptation strategies, and mitigating 
the impacts of climate change on water resourc-
es in the project area.

9. Develop the catchment management plan for 
Hololo catchment including all its sub-catch-
ments.

10. Undertake bi-annual biophysical monitoring of 
Hololo River and all its tributaries

11. Participate in development of the budget for the 
LLWDP III

12. Establish and train community catchment struc-
tures

13. Develop monthly and quarterly hydrology re-
ports.

3. CORE COMPETENCIES
1. Ability to work independently with limited super-

vision.
2. 
3. Stakeholder Management skills
4. 
5. Ability to work under-pressure

4. GENERIC COMPETENCIES
• Honesty, Integrity and good work Ethic
• Citizen/Customer Orientation
• Computer Literacy
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Motsamai Mokotjo

ARTS
& ENTERTAINMENT

Staff Reporter
Riding on the wave of a successful inau-
gural Muru show that was recently host-
ed at The Caff, soulful DJ Allegro Africa is 
back with another explosive instalment 
of the show slated for February 1 at the 
same venue.

Designed to create an intimate and im-

good vibes, heartfelt interactions, and 
exceptional music, it is safe to say the 

very billing as fans have called for a fol-
low-up hardly two months on.

“The return of the show is by popu-
lar demand,” Allegro told Newsday this 
week.

It’s back to the forest 
with another ‘Muru’ 
experience

DJ Allegro Africa perfoming during the previous Muru show in December 2024

“Those who attended and those who 
missed out have demanded that we do it 
again. So, we had to be quick about it.” 

The previous line-up featuring the likes 
of El Part El, Phiz DJ, Khebza, Fivo and Mr 
Beekay will once again join Allegro on 
stage to deliver yet another unforgettable 
experience for the revelers. 

The accompanying artists were careful-
ly selected from a wider pool of “friends 
of Allegro”—a group of close friends and 
industry associates who share his vision 
of a supportive and harmonious creative 
environment.

The venue for Muru—a forest setting—

makes the name a natural choice, as Muru 
means forest in Sesotho, and Allegro be-
lieves that its ambience will enhance the 
audience’s connection with both the mu-
sic and nature, adding to the magic of the 
evening in the forest.

“The choice of the venue is a refreshing 
one; the people invited are very chilled; 
and the music to be delivered is going to 
add on to the experience of a life time.”

The idea behind the show is to give Al-
legro’s followers a chance to unplug with 
him and like-minded people while taking 
a break from their busy life schedules.   

“I want to give my people an oppor-
tunity to connect with me,” Allegro 
shared. “Our lives are so tied up with 
busy schedules, and I think this event 
will be a perfect escape from the hectic 
world.”

When he is not organising Muru, Alle-
gro can be found hosting an online pod-
cast, The Allegro Africa Podcast, which 
is fast gaining traction. 

Allegro, whose real name is Nthethe 
Sekoli, is former member of the now 
disbanded house group, Zagro DJs com-
prising him, DJ Skizo and DJ Khebza. 



14 17 January - 23 January 2025

Includes:
-Event Entry
-Transport
-3 x nights
-50+ Exhibitions
-6 + Masterclasses
-Funding Opportunities

Re itokisetsa 

-Entry and Exhibition
  Limited to ONLY 5 farmers. 
  NO perishable goods will be allowed
-A table on the Exhibition floor
-Transport
-3 x nights
-50+ Exhibitions

Food is NOT included

Mzansi Young Farmers Indaba 
e hlophisoang ke Food for Mzansi, 
se ke oa salla morao. Eba karolo ea lihoai tse tlo 
tsamaea le Seahlolo
Date: 1-2 April 2025
Venue: Lavender Kontrei Market, Pretoria North, Gauteng.

Package 1: 6000 Package 2: 10 400 

Account: Standard Bank,  Mpesa : 3551 & Ecocash: 92669

Non-Refundable registration: M500

Contact details: 50920676 OR 62425157 (WhatsApp)

Payments 
methods: 9080001310220 Newsday Media

-6 + Masterclasses
-Funding Opportunities
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Matlama ink kit deal 
with Joachim

SPORTS
Seabata Mahao

Seabata Mahao

In a groundbreaking move aimed at boosting 
local employment and curbing counterfeit 
merchandise, Matlama Football Club (FC) has 
partnered with local clothing brand and re-
tailer Joachim Garments. 

The collaboration, sealed with a historic 
-

ments as the exclusive manufacturer of all 
-

kit soon.

-
ball club to wear apparel produced by a Baso-
tho-owned brand. Beyond football, the part-
nership underscores economic development, 
community pride, and cultural celebration.

Speaking during the signing ceremony 
earlier this week, Matlama’s Communication 
and Marketing Manager, Ramafahla Thamae, 
highlighted the dual mission of the collabora-
tion: reducing unemployment and combating 
counterfeit goods. 

He announced that authentic Matlama jer-
seys will be sold exclusively at Joachim Gar-
ments for M600.00 each. Thamae urged fans 

in Lesotho’s cycling history as Kabelo and 
Pontšo Makatile claimed victories in the re-
cent Road Race 2024/25 for the fourth con-
secutive year. 

The annual competition, organised by the 
Federation of Cycling Lesotho (FCL), took 
place at Thota-Moli in Mazenod last Saturday.
The 100-kilometer event featured four cate-
gories: Elite, Women, Under 23, and Under 
17. 

Kabelo emerged as the champion in the 
100km elite category, while Pontšo tri-
umphed in the 60km women’s category. Both 
winners walked away with gold medals and 
the opportunity to represent Lesotho in up-
coming international competitions.

Following the race, the FCL’s spokesperson 
Malefane Morie expressed satisfaction with 
the event, noting that the turnout was im-

participating. 
He however, observed a need to educate 

Basotho about competitive cycling. Morie 
said the FCL plans to host future competi-

Makatiles dominate cycling 
competition

tions in the highlands to expose riders to dif-
ferent terrains and challenges.

In his category, Kabelo outperformed the 
National Mountain Bike (MTB) Champion 

-
ish line. Kabelo, who began riding at the age 
of three and competing at ten, credited his 
father for inspiring his love for cycling. 

Kabelo said he had participated in numer-
ous races, including the African Champion-
ship, where he consistently ranked among 
the top 10. He explained that the 100km race 
was particularly challenging due to its lap 
format but noted that his determination and 
preparation helped him secure victory. 

He is currently training with the World Cy-
cling Center as he prepares for an upcoming 
competition in Rwanda.

Meanwhile, veteran rider Phetetso Monese 
faced several challenges during the race, in-

in third place, Monese expressed pride in his 
performance and emphasized that this race 
served as part of his preparation for future 
competitions in Cape Town, South Africa.

In the women’s category, Pontšo Makatile 
delivered a stellar performance to win the 

60km race. Pontšo’s efforts and determina-
tion further highlighted the Makatile family’s 
dominance in the competition.

In the Boys Under-23 category, Khotsofa-
lang Rakaota emerged victorious, followed by 
Mahooana Makatile in second place and Tha-
to Tlouoe in third. The Boys Under-17 cate-
gory was won by Tšaba Sefali, with Seutloali 

to support the local brand, emphasising that 
the partnership would create jobs for Baso-
tho and discourage counterfeit production, 
with strict legal measures promised against 
offenders.

The Creative Director and Founder of 

Joachim Garments, Katiso Joachim Tsoho, 
expressed his excitement and pride in the 
project. Tsoho, a passionate football sup-
porter and former player himself, described 
the opportunity to design and manufacture 
Matlama’s kit as a personal and professional 

honuor.
“Designing and sewing these jerseys was a 

Matlama’s history, Basotho culture, and the 
legacy of King Moshoeshoe I. 

-
ments from the club’s logo, such as the image 
of King Moshoeshoe I, his warriors’ stake and 
shield, and even the laces on his shoulders. 
The stripes on the shoulders are a tribute to 
these laces, connecting the team’s identity to 

Matlama’s president, Moeketsi Khojane, 
praised Joachim Garments for their creativ-
ity and willingness to collaborate. He em-
phasised the importance of supporting local 
talent and fostering economic growth within 
Lesotho.

“This jersey is a testament to the exception-

Matlama, we are committed to seeing our 
country’s economy rise through the creativ-
ity and innovation of our people. We urge 
our supporters and all Basotho to back local 
businesses and celebrate the incredible talent 

Road Race 2025 Champion, Kabelo Makatile 

���������
�������������

������������������������

���������������

�������������������


��������������������������
������
��
��	�������
��

�����������
�����������������
������
��	����������������
� �­��� �­��� �­�
�� �­��������
�

�����������	�
�����������	������

Morie taking second place, while Kefuoe Tolo 

The event was not without its challeng-
es, as some riders struggled with the tough 

Despite this, the competition was hailed as 
a success, with organisers and participants 
looking forward to more events in the future.
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In a move that promises to ignite pride 
among football enthusiasts, the Lesotho 

veiled the new kits for the national teams, 

attire, including supporter replicas tailored 

bold designs and innovative materials, the 

stakeholders who celebrated the modern 

Speaking at the event, LeFA President 
Advocate Salemane Phafane emphasised 
the importance of aligning the national 
teams’ image with their ambitions on the 

“These kits are more than just uniforms; 

the striped kit which was revised in 2023 

Likuena, Mehalalitoe 
unveil stylish kits

“We are proud that we have established a 

colours with Lesotho’s iconic blue and the 

the iconic blue that has white and green 

design with the dominant green with blue 
and white stripes colour combinations that 

The unveiling of the new kits marks a 

that cater for kids under 12, this new kit 


