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The Lesotho Mounted Police Service (LMPS) 

Elections, Advocate Mpaiphele Maqutu.
LMPS spokesperson Senior Superintendent 

Mpiti Mopeli told Newsday that while police 

the end result,” Mopeli said.

this week on whether Maqutu would face 
charges.

tural Village.

and Eswatini.
Although Mopeli declined to reveal the 

Police confi rm DPP 
directives on IEC boss
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prosecutors had agreed with the police on tive” investigations.

point of raising operational concerns in the 

prejudice,” Maqutu said.

no end in sight,” he added.
Maqutu also invoked Section 66(c) of the 

Constitution, which states: “The Electoral 

of any person or authority.”

of interfering with ongoing investigations, he 

Maqutu said what was surprising was that 

investigation had taken place.

Thoboloko Ntšonyane
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DCEO to appeal after High Court 
stays Tšolo’s corruption case

The Directorate on Corruption and Eco-
nomic Offences (DCEO) has vowed to 
appeal this week’s High Court ruling 
permanently staying the M1.7 billion 
corruption case against former Minister 
in the Prime Minister’s Office, Temeki 
Tšolo, citing prosecutorial failures.

Public Relations Officer Matlhokomelo 
Senoko told Newsday that the DCEO was 
“not satisfied with the ruling” and will 
exhaust legal avenues to challenge the 
judgment.

The High Court’s decision has sparked 
intense public debate over the DCEO’s 
competence in handling high-profile 
cases.

In delivering the ruling, Judge Tšeli-
so Mokoko criticised the prosecution 
for being “never ready” to pursue the 
case. The Judge noted that the DCEO had 
failed to prosecute on two separate oc-
casions and had neglected to inform the 
court of their unreadiness or to formally 
request a postponement.

Addressing the DCEO’s lawyer, Advo-
cate Mojalefa Shakhane, Judge Mokoko 
said: “I have one problem. Your con-
duct shows you only became aware of 
this matter last week. You have failed 
to prosecute. You had all the resources 
at your disposal and did nothing. I will 
not allow you to use the court’s time to 
secure witnesses.”

The lead prosecutor assigned to the 
case, Durban-based Advocate Jay Naidoo 
SC, had not subpoenaed witnesses for 
the scheduled hearing between 18 and 
22 August. Furthermore, Advocate Nai-
doo SC was absent from court on Mon-
day, even though he had attended anoth-
er DCEO matter last week.

In dismissing the case, Judge Mokoko 
stated: “The court finds that the crown 
failed to prosecute the matter on two oc-
casions – the week beginning 21 October 
2024 and the week beginning 18 August 
2025. The crown had all resources at its 
disposal. The court notes that Naidoo SC 
was in Lesotho last Thursday but did not 

have the courtesy to inform the court.”
Section 278 of the Speedy Court Tri-

als Act, 2002, mandates that trials pro-
ceed expeditiously. It also requires law-
yers engaged in a matter to be present 
unless the court is informed otherwise. 
The court expressed concern that Ad-
vocate Naidoo SC may have been dou-
ble-booked.

Advocate Shakhane attempted to ar-
gue that he and Tšolo’s lawyer, Advocate 
Molefi Masoabi, had agreed on a post-
ponement. Advocate Masoabi refuted 
this, clarifying that while Shakhane had 
suggested the idea, he was advised to 
formally request the court’s approval.

Judge Mokoko emphasised that post-
ponements must be justified: “What 
will move the court is whether reasons 
advanced for postponement are valid or 
not. The court is not bound by resolu-
tions between defence and crown law-
yers.”

When Advocate Masoabi suggest-
ed withdrawing the matter, Advocate 
Shakhane said he was aware of the pro-

vision but lacked authority to pursue it.
Judge Mokoko concluded that the 

prosecution could not drag the accused 
through court proceedings, incurring 
time and expenses, without valid rea-
sons.

Tšolo is accused of charges including 
fraud, forgery, obstruction of justice 
and superior orders in which he alleg-
edly signed a “deal” in 2018 while serv-
ing as the Minister under then Thomas 
Thabane’s led administration without 
the Cabinet’s approval and on behalf of 
the government with the German based 
Fraser Solar GMBH company. This “deal” 
involved a supply contract of energy sav-
ing equipment to supply the government 
with 350,000 solar lanterns, 40,000 so-
lar water heating (SWH) units to replace 
electric geysers and 1.5 million LED 
lights.

However, the government did not opt 
for this “deal” and instead chose the Chi-
nese one where it would build a solar 
plant in Ramarothole in the Mafeteng 
district. It would be recalled that the 

government commissioned the Phase I 
of this project which generates about 30 
megawatts in 2023. 

Fraser Solar company demands €50 
million about M1 billion in compensa-
tion for “breach of contract” allegedly by 
the government. And the “contract” was 
about M700 million. 

While he appeared as only one ac-
cused, Tšolo was charged jointly with 
the Fraser Solar GMBH director, Robert 
Fraser as well as the company, but since 
he was away, there were processes that 
had been engaged to extradite him into 
the country to face prosecution. 

“On or about November 2024, the Di-
rectorate on corruption and Economic 
Offences (DCEO) initiated a criminal in-
vestigation against Mr. Temeki Tšolo and 
Frazer Solar Gmbh together with its Di-
rector Mr Robert Frazer on allegations of 
fraud and corruption. On or about 22 No-
vember 2022, the DCEO initiated crimi-
nal proceedings and jointly charged Mr 
Tšolo, Mr Frazer and his company for 
fraud and corruption and contravention 
of the section 21(3)(b) of the Prevention 
of Corruption and Economic Offences 
Act of 1999 as amended,” reads the DCEO 
statement published on 11 April 2024. 

Fraser Solar has entered into a pro-
tracted legal battle with the government 
of Lesotho accusing it of reneging on its 
“contract”. And this lawsuit has cost the 
government millions fighting it locally 
and in the international courts.

Entering into the contract with the 
Fraser Solar would have seen the gov-
ernment contravene the provisions of 
the Public Financial Management and 
Accountability Act, 2011 as well as the 
Procurement Regulations of 2007.

The ruling is expected to be delivered 
in this case in the Supreme Court of Ap-
peal in Bloemfontein, South Africa where 
Fraser Solar has appealed the Gauteng 
Division of the High Court’s decision. 

When asked for comment following 
the dismissal of his case, the emotional-
ly overwhelmed Tšolo who kept wiping 
tears with the handkerchief, said “I have 
always maintained that I was framed.” 

Thoboloko Ntšonyane 

Loti Brick faces M7.4 
million tax crisis
Loti Brick is currently embroiled in 
a major tax crisis, facing liabilities of 
just over M7 million. This financial 
storm comes at a time when the com-
pany’s affairs are already in disarray.

The Revenue Services Lesotho (RSL) 
has secured a court order against the 
company. On August 19, 2025, the Ma-
seru Magistrate’s Court directed Loti 
Brick to pay M7,401,813.03 to the RSL.

“This is therefore to authorise you to 
attach, remove and take into your cus-
tody or possession the movable goods 
of Loti Brick Pty Ltd, and if insuffi-
cient, attach the immovable property 
of Loti Brick Pty Ltd to be realised by 
public auction in the sum of Seven Mil-
lion, Four Hundred and One Thousand, 
Eight Hundred and Thirteen Maloti, 
Three Lisente (M7,401,813.03) togeth-

reads the order.
The order further imposes an an-

nual interest rate of 22 percent on the 
amount owed.

Loti Brick, established in 1978 and 
operational since 1980 under the 
oversight of the Lesotho National De-
velopment Corporation (LNDC), man-
ufactures, sells, and distributes clay 
brick products.

Last year, the company ceased op-
erations due to persistent financial 
troubles. Poor sales over the years 
forced the company to downsize its 
workforce, reducing production ca-
pacity. Despite these measures, the 
company has remained closed.

Concerns have also emerged 
around a potential acquisition of 
the company by Lephema Executive, 
owned by Cabinet Minister Lephema 
Lebona. However, the parliamentary 
committee has been in serious dis-
cussions with the LNDC, and the sale 
has not yet been concluded.

er with your costs of this execution, and 
pay to the Revenue Services Lesotho the 

aforesaid sum… and return to this court 
what you have done by virtue thereof,” 

Thoboloko Ntšonyane
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1. 

The Roads Directorate (RD),

Tender No. Name of 
Footbridge

District Span (m) Coordinates Site Visit 
Date/ Time 
(Assembly 
Point)

Qoba

3. Tenderers who have ongoing contracts with Roads Directorate and the physical progress of 
works to date is less than 80% are not eligible to tender. 

4. E3 to E1

 

MAINTENANCE OF TWO (2) FOOTBRIDGES

TENDER NOTICE

Roads Directorate @Roads_LS Road Directorate Lesotho

Tuesday, 26th August 2025) Five Thousand Malo-
ti (LSL 5,000.00)

Roads Directorate Operating Rev-
enue Account, Account No.: 021000067633, Swift Code: NEDLLSMX, Branch Code: 390161, Ned-
bank, Lesotho

Thursday, 25th September 2025

“Bid Security” Five Thousand Maloti Only (LSL 5,000.00)

10. Site visits, at the Tenderers’ own cost, have been organized from 4th to 8th of September 
2025.

Also, a mandatory Pre-Tender Conference
Note: The person who previously attended the site may not attend again.

11. The Roads Directorate reserves the right to accept or reject any or all tenders for reasons that 
may be advanced. 

Roads Directorate

Roads Directorate

The leader of the Basotho National Party 
(BNP), Machesetsa Mofomobe, has urged the 
government to urgently intervene in the grow-
ing plight of Basotho nationals in South Africa, 
citing reports of frozen bank accounts. This 
week, Mofomobe moved a motion in Parlia-
ment calling for immediate government action 
to address the issue.

According to reports, South African com-
mercial banks are reportedly requiring work 
permits from Basotho account holders before 
allowing access to their funds. Newsday was 
unable to independently verify this claim at 
the time of going to press.

Mofomobe said many hardworking Baso-

access their earnings. He cited tip-offs from 
nationals working across Gauteng, Limpopo, 
Cape Town, and the Eastern Cape. He stressed 
the vital role of remittances from South Afri-
can-based Basotho, which support families 
and contribute to the domestic economy.

He highlighted the case of a Mosotho hawk-
er who discovered only upon visiting her bank 
that R15,000 (M15,000) had been frozen, pre-
venting her from buying stock for her business.

The opposition MP called for the govern-
ment to prioritise the matter, including explor-
ing litigation if necessary. He referenced a re-
cent meeting between the Minister of Health, 

gently.
Following the parliamentary debates, the 

government acknowledged the need to act 
swiftly to protect the interests of Basotho na-
tionals in South Africa.

Mofomobe calls on govt to act 
on frozen bank accounts of 
Basotho in SA

Selibe Mochoboroane, and his South African 
counterpart, Dr Aaron Motsoaledi, which 
aimed to ensure Basotho were not denied 
healthcare services. Despite this, Mofomobe 
said incidents persisted, with some Basotho 
reportedly being removed from clinic and hos-
pital queues.

The ministerial meeting was prompted by 
reports that Basotho were being blocked from 
healthcare access by groups such as Operation 
Dudula and other South African citizens. Mofo-
mobe expressed frustration that South Africa 
had ignored appeals from its President and 
Health Minister to curb these actions.

Letsekang Moloi, MP for Lebakeng, who sec-
onded the motion, described the situation as 
“worrisome” and emphasised Lesotho’s sov-
ereignty. He called for a task force to travel to 
South Africa and advocate for Basotho rights. 
“What are we saying as leaders?” Moloi asked, 
noting that the challenges faced by Basotho 
across multiple sectors in South Africa are 
widespread and cross-cutting.

Mokhothu Makhalanyane, MP for Mokheth-
oaneng, challenged the government to repur-
pose the M10 billion earmarked for capital 
projects to boost domestic production and 
strengthen the country’s economy.

Minister of Home Affairs, Lebona Lephema, 
responded that one of the resolutions from 
ongoing discussions is a new migration model, 
which he plans to review with his South Afri-

can counterpart in September. He did not pro-

When asked about the frozen bank accounts, 
Lephema said he had discussed the matter 
with the Minister of Finance to address it ur-
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Concern has been raised that women-owned busi-
nesses are going to suffer as the United States Presi-
dent Donald Trump’s tariffs are rolled out across 90 
countries.

The tariffs ranging from 10 percent to 41 percent 
on imports to the US will affect businesses from 22 
African countries, with 11 of them being from the 
Southern African Development Community (SADC).

Lesotho has been hit with a reduced 15 percent 
tariff from the initially proposed 50 percent, while 
South African goods imported into the United States 
will be slapped with a 30 percent tariff.

The International Finance Corporation estimates 
that Africa has up to 24 percent of women who are 
entrepreneurs, the highest rate globally.

Many of these women struggle with access to 
markets, funding opportunities and an enabling 
environment to grow their businesses beyond their 
borders.

General manager and winemaker at Her Wines, 
Praisy Dlamini, sees the tariffs as a challenge that 

markets that have historically been predominantly 
male.

Dlamini explains how, as an exporter to the US, 
they have had to negotiate their prices down earlier 
amidst the uncertainty created by Trump’s threats of 
tariff increases.

They then had to renegotiate their prices once 
more.

“How are you supposed to grow? Because if you 
don’t have reserve capital that you can fall back on, 
should the situation not really improve, the sustain-
ability of your business is threatened,” says Dlamini.

As a young company, they lack the reserves old 
businesses have been able to build over time and 
face high interest rates from banks, resulting in 
many young companies requiring the government’s 
support.

The women-owned businesses also have to deal 
with the unbalanced scale of gender, where women 

Marcia Moyana

Econet marks education 
milestone with the King

-
veiled the fourth cohort of Econet Telecom Leso-
tho’s (ETL) Moshoeshoe I Scholarship recipients, 
marking another milestone in the company’s com-
mitment to education and youth empowerment.

the country’s brightest students in Science, Tech-
nology, Engineering, and Mathematics (STEM), 
were celebrated at a prestigious ceremony held at 
the Royal Palace. 

The event was attended by the Minister of Ed-
ucation and Training, Professor Ntoi Rapapa, and 
Econet Telecom Lesotho CEO, Dennis Plaatjies.

Launched in 2022 through a partnership be-
tween Econet Telecom Lesotho and Higherlife 
Foundation Lesotho, the Moshoeshoe I Scholarship 
continues to support outstanding young Basotho in 

Since its inception, over M2.1 million has been 
invested in tuition and stipends for the scholars, 
affectionately known as “Moshoeshoelites.” In the 
past year alone, ETL pledged a further M8.1 mil-
lion toward education-focused social investment 
nationwide.

In his keynote address, King Letsie III described 
the scholarship as a “beacon of opportunity” and 
urged the students to emulate the values of King 
Moshoeshoe I.

“To the students, this scholarship comes with 
a huge responsibility as it is named after a great 
King,” he said. “We urge you to serve this nation 
with love and dedication just as Moshoeshoe I did. 
We are amazed by what ETL is doing for Basotho, 

Seabata Mahao

icant and much-needed platform for women,” says 
Mabhena-Olagunju. 

As a founder of South Africa’s only 100 percent 
black female-owned renewable energy company in 

entire African continent. 
Her De Aar-based wind farm is one of the largest 

wind farms in the country and currently provides 
power to over 200,000 households in South Africa.

The United Nations Economic Commission for 
Africa (UNECA) estimates that up to 50 percent or 
over 600 million people in Southern Africa are en-
ergy poor. While the World Bank estimates that 900 
million women and girls on the African continent 
lack access to clean cooking technology, resulting in 
many of them suffering from smoke inhalation-relat-
ed diseases.

Addressing energy poverty would enable girls to 
focus on their education, improving their health and 
ability to participate meaningfully in the economy.

And the clean energy space presented women 
with the opportunity to gain the skills and opportu-
nities needed for them to thrive, she says.

AI is not a threat to women
The Global Head of Operational Risk Research at 

BMI, a Fitch Solutions company, Chiedza Madzima 

seen as another avenue that women can leverage on 
to participate in the science, technology, engineering 

has about 30 percent of women representation.
Women can also pursue opportunities in the in-

formation communication technology (ICT) sector 
as website developers, coders and other required 
skills. 

“What we do know is that STEM and ICT give us 
the ability to think technically and creatively. I think 

supporting women in tech, health sciences or even 

spaces because a lot of the labour no longer requires 
brute strength,” explains Madzima. 

While some industries and skills are being re-
placed by AI, she highlights that AI has made doing 
business easy and is now at the centre of doing busi-
ness globally. 

Creating an environment where the ongoing pro-
cess that requires investment, results in workers 
and AI automation processes working as a unit.

US tariffs a threat to 
women-owned businesses

-

-
tion, Lesotho’s economy will grow.”

Minister Rapapa commended Econet and 
Higherlife Foundation for their “unwavering com-
mitment” to educational advancement. 

support,” he said, “it provides a platform for trans-
formation, both at an individual and national level.”

Econet’s CEO Dennis Plaatjies spoke with pride 
and optimism, celebrating the progress of the ini-
tiative.

“It is with great humility and pride that I stand 
before you today as we mark yet another milestone 
in the journey of the Moshoeshoe I Scholarship,” he 

said. 
“To our 4th Cohort of Moshoeshoelites we are 

proud of you, we believe in you, and we cannot wait 
to see the extraordinary heights you will reach.”

Plaatjies highlighted the importance of contin-
ued partnerships with the Royal Family and the 
Ministry of Education in ensuring the success of 
the programme. 

-
ous cohorts, such as Noi Mokoaleli, now studying 
Mining Engineering at the University of Johannes-
burg; Temoho Morobe, pursuing Actuarial Science 
at the University of Lusaka; Puleng Mohlomi, study-
ing Geology at Rhodes University; and Kabelo Late-

la from the current cohort, who has already begun 
his MBChB Medicine studies in Lusaka.

Speaking on behalf of the new recipients, 
Bokang Ismael Masenyetse expressed his heartfelt 
gratitude to ETL.

and a challenge to lead,” he said, stressing the pro-
gramme’s role in addressing national challenges in 
digital transformation, sustainable agriculture, and 
healthcare.

A highlight of the event came with a farewell to 
19-year-old Palesa Moiloa, who departed for Leb-
anon to pursue Mechanical Engineering with a fo-
cus on Mechatronics at the American University of 
Beirut. 

Though not a Moshoeshoe I Scholarship recip-

in her LGCSEs to winning the Best Societal Impact 
Award for her research on 3D-printed prosthetics, 
served as an inspiration to all present.

“Her story reminds us of the boundless potential 
of Lesotho’s youth. We live in a world of possibili-
ties,” said Plaatjies.

Beyond scholarships, Econet continues to drive 
digital innovation and infrastructure development. 
Plaatjies announced the company’s rollout of 5G 

-
tivity to nine districts (with Thaba-Tseka next), and 
network upgrades in Maseru under the Re Le Ut-
loile initiative.

-
lective belief in the transformative power of edu-
cation.” he said.

The fourth cohort of Moshoeshoe I scholars left 

a mandate: to honour the legacy of King Moshoe-
shoe I, serve the nation, and strive for excellence. 
With sustained investment, strong public-private 
partnerships, and inspiring stories like those of 
Palesa and the Moshoeshoelites, the future of Leso-
tho’s youth shines brighter than ever.

have historically been prevented from owning busi-
-

ing opportunities to compete in the already highly 
competitive space.

Intra-Africa trade for women
South Africa’s deputy minister of Sports, Arts and 

Culture, Peace Mabe, says women struggled to grow 
beyond their borders and governments were re-
sponsible for creating an enabling environment for 
their businesses to thrive.

Mabe was speaking at the DLO African Women 
in Leadership Summit that was held on August 5 in 
Johannesburg, South Africa.

During her address, she spoke about the restric-

often work against women.
She says for intra-Africa trade to be equitable for 

all businesses, funding models must be reinvented 
to support small and medium enterprises (SMEs) 
and micro enterprises.

“We do not want connections, but when you 
do your business, it should be a business that is 
supported and understood. We must continue to 
demand not only seats at the table, but the power 
to shape the agenda, allocate the capital and open 
doors of opportunities for generations to come,” 

says Mabe
Opportunities for women in emerging industries
Founder and CEO of DLO Energy, Linda Mabhe-

na-Olagunju, says that while women’s participation 
in the energy sector remains low, she has been 
spearheading conversations for women in leader-
ship. 

Through the DLO African Women in Leadership 
Summit, top voices across business, politics, civil so-
ciety, and the creative economy have been gathering 
to discuss critical issues that affect women leaders 
on the continent.

This year’s summit, held earlier this month, 
sought to look at ways to close the gap between cap-
ital and opportunity for women leaders.

Noting the seven percent representation of wom-
en CEOs at the Johannesburg Stock Exchange (JSE) 
listed companies, a four percent representation of 
board chairs, and a stagnated 30 percent representa-
tion of women on boards were a concerning under-
representation that affected mostly black women. 

“I want to see more women rise into key positions 
in the economy, and this summit has shown that it 
is not just a talk shop; people make deals, strategise, 
formulate partnerships, and the feedback we have 
received over the three years is that this is a signif-
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Makhalanyane proposes M10 
million incentives to improve 
health services
Ntsoaki Motaung treatment, and we need to take steps to 

improve our services. Reports on quality 
assurance, governance, and performance 
indicate that overall, our hospitals are 
performing poorly,” he said.

He added that community-led monitor-

with many patients raising concerns 
-

ties.
Meanwhile, PS Ntene acknowledged 

the concerns, noting that the ministry has 
-

Health

To address poor services provided to 

Chairperson of the Parliament Portfolio 
Committee on Social Cluster, Mokhothu 
Makhalanyane, has proposed an addi-
tional M10 million to the Ministry of 

Speaking to the Principal Secretary 
(PS) of the Ministry of Health, ‘Maneo 
Moliehi Ntene, Makhalanyane suggested 

-
ing health professionals.

He explained that rewarding excellence 
would motivate health workers to pro-

-
nities, while also encouraging those who 
mistreat patients to improve.

This proposal emerged on Thursday 

of Health and the Parliament Portfolio 
Committee on Social Cluster to review 

achieved targets, and asset status.
According to Makhalanyane, the Min-

istry’s report was unsatisfactory, particu-
larly on issues of quality assurance and 
patient care. He further recommended 
that outstanding health professionals 

months.
“I have personally experienced poor 

gling with service delivery: Berea Hos-

“After identifying these challenges, we 

from the affected districts to discuss solu-
tions. We agreed to review progress in 
upcoming meetings after addressing the 

incident at Berea, we hired 10 staff mem-

Ntene admitted that health facilities 
-

lenges, which the Ministry is working to 
resolve.

district is struggling with multiple chal-

allows for routine operations, making it 

-

costs of meetings—each costing more 
than M200,000, we cannot meet that ex-

he explained.
Mochochoko further highlighted that 

Berea Hospital faces overcrowding, as 

directly to the hospital.
“The challenge is that many of our 

currently struggling with shortages of 
medication. As a result, communities turn 
to the hospital without referrals,” he said.

He added that Berea Hospital has also 

-
els, particularly those working on TB and 
HIV programs.

“We no longer have lay counsellors or 

health workers in our communities has 
also declined,” he noted.

Health ministry confirms cancer 
center completion by 2027

-
spite earlier delays.

This was disclosed during a recent 

Parliament Portfolio Committee on the 
Social Cluster.

The project was initially allocated a 

the end of the last quarter of the pre-

According to Mosito Mosehle, Acting 
Estate Director at the Ministry, the con-
struction of the facility was originally 

legal challenges and a revised design.

dedicated to children. The facility will 
also feature an operating theater, a pal-
liative care unit, an isolation recovery 
room, and specialised chemotherapy 
chairs.

advanced diagnostic tools such as an 
MRI scanner, a CT scanner, and a fully 

-
ing comprehensive care for cancer pa-
tients.

“The site was only handed over for con-
struction this past January. The design 

center, incorporating essential facilities 
and equipment that were not in the initial 
plan,” Mosehle said.

He explained that the review ensured 
the inclusion of critical infrastructure. “We 
were advised that in order for us to have a 

to review the design to include medical 

-
nalised, with construction expected to re-

-

-
tion Oncologist, highlighted that the new 

Ntsoaki Motaung
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“Luddites” is a term that came into use in 
the 19th century. It derives from the epo-
nym Ned Ludd, who instigated a movement 
that resisted the spread of industrial ma-
chinery, particularly in the textile industry. 
His followers launched raids on factories, 
destroying machines that threatened their 
livelihoods. Between 1811 and 1816, the 
movement was ultimately suppressed by 
government troops. Although those years 
were turbulent, the term Luddite continues 
to be used today to describe those who re-
sist technological change.

-
ligence has emerged as a technology that 
many workers perceive as a threat to em-
ployment. Opposition comes not only from 
workers but also from groups such as par-
ents and teachers, who remain wary of 
its impact. They argue that AI encourages 
students to become overly dependent on it 
rather than cultivating independent learn-
ing. This may hold some truth; however, 
the question arises whether such critics are 
doing enough to teach constructive uses of 
AI, or whether they are, in effect, becoming 
modern Luddites.

History shows that every new technology 
has faced opposition before being accepted. 

Relebohile Kabelo

Teachers and parents should 
advocate AI as a tool and not a crutch

was condemned for spreading dangerous 
ideas. Later, electronic calculators were ac-
cused of making students dependent, while 
computers and the internet were once seen 
as threats to jobs and even human intelli-
gence. Yet over time, each of these tools be-
came not only accepted but essential to edu-
cation and society. AI today follows the same 
path: it inspires fear, but it may eventually be 
recognized as another tool that reshapes how 
people work and learn.

As a student at the National University of 
Lesotho, I once had a discussion with my es-
teemed lecturer, Dr. Godfrey Hove, Head of 
the Historical Studies Department. He was 
very open during our discussion, but his 

is a potentially harmful tool. In his words, “AI 
is killing all these students, because everyone 
has their own tone, and therefore AI introduc-
es a whole new different tone that leads lec-
turers into reading the same words in every 
student’s work. This is why students should 
be given tests and not assignments.” I under-
stood his point, but I argued that AI can also 
be used as a tool rather than a crutch. While 
many students do rely on it inappropriately, I 
suggested that it could be formally taught in 
schools as a cost-effective way to edit written 
work. Dr. Hove disagreed, asserting that pro-
fessional editors preserve the writer’s voice 
while AI distorts it, and therefore teaching AI 

to see the difference, since AI can edit while 
maintaining the writer’s style, but at a frac-
tion of the cost of professional editors.

I have many arguments that advocate for 
technology, but potential Luddites would dis-

should be dynamic rather than stagnant. In 
juxtaposition to Dr. Hove’s point, he taught us 
in class that “population growth drives agri-

-
novation, rather than being limited by it.”

These are not his words but an argument 
from Ester Boserup, which he presented in 
one module. They may not be his words, but 
they illustrate that “modern problems re-
quire modern solutions.” We cannot oppose 
technology, as it is always integrated within 
the human community. Stagnation means 
that we remain stuck, using the same tools 
that exhaust us. People who resist AI should 
logically oppose all technology, calculators, 
medicine, televisions, the internet, and more.

The internet was once seen as a threat to 
printed works, yet it created new opportuni-
ties: people became professional YouTubers, 
bloggers, and printing itself was digitalised. 
In our region, the internet can help preserve 
our culture and traditions, such as lithoko, 
lits’mo, and our lexicon.

Secondly, AI teaches faster than Google or 
any other form of education. It can instantly 
provide solutions to problems, from trouble-
shooting televisions and computers to almost 

anything else. This means that teachers can 

-
dents can learn better ways of presenting 
scholarly work, and children can quickly 
grasp basic concepts, such as the alphabet, 
directly on their screens. Long-standing 
problems can be solved much more quickly, 
and diagnoses can occur almost instantly.

AI should simply be seen as a learning 
instrument rather than a threat. The same 
workers who complain about it can ex-
plore new ways of earning money just by 
prompting a few words. While it may not be 
instant, AI can tailor solutions according to 
the user’s abilities and privileges.

The Luddite mindset may pose a threat 

way into societies. Basotho were initially 
sceptical about the arrival of missionaries 

them. I often argue that much of Basotho 
culture is derived from these foreigners, in-
cluding schools, seanamarena, maize, peach 
trees, ploughing equipment, and more.

Basotho to this day. My lecturer once taught 
us that culture is borrowed from one socie-
ty to another, and it is evident that Basotho 

-
ed phones, televisions, electricity, and many 
other technologies, yet teachers and par-
ents continue to argue against them.

Speaker acted outside the consti-
tution: Can the High Court clean up 
the mess?
Minister of Law and Justice, Richard Ramo-
eletsi, has openly admitted that the Tenth 
Amendment to the Constitution Bill, 2024, 
which has since been passed by Parliament 
and assented to by His Majesty the King, 
amended Chapter II of the Constitution, a 
Chapter that, by clear constitutional com-
mand, cannot be amended without a ref-
erendum.

Despite this, the bill was never subjected 
to a referendum. It went directly from Par-
liament to the Royal Palace for assent, and 
the King duly assented. To “cure” this glaring 
defect, Minister Ramoeletsi has suggested 
that the High Court could simply sever the 
two offending provisions, sections 20A and 
22B, leaving the rest of the law intact.

pragmatic suggestion. However, on closer 
inspection, it raises fundamental constitu-
tional and jurisprudential problems.

Section 85(3) of the Constitution is une-
quivocal. It stipulates that any bill seeking 
to amend certain entrenched provisions, 

ment never existed. That is beyond 
its powers.

3. Section 2 – Supremacy Clause: Sec-
tion 2 of the Constitution makes 
clear that the Constitution is su-
preme and any law inconsistent 
with it is null and void. If the Tenth 
Amendment violated Section 85(3), 
then the purported amendment is 
void from inception, not partially 
valid pending judicial pruning.

The unavoidable conclusion is that the 
Tenth Amendment to the Constitution Act, 
2025, is invalid in its entirety for want of 
compliance with section 85(3).

but can only operate within a constitu-
tionally valid framework. In this case, both 
Parliament and the King acted outside their 
powers, and the High Court’s duty is not to 
salvage an unconstitutional law but to de-
clare it null and void.

Bokang Sekopa is the Deputy Secre-
tary General of the Advocates for the Su-
premacy of the Constitution, popularly 
knows as SECTION 2.

including the entirety of Chapter II (except 
sections 18(4) and 24(3)), must go through 
a mandatory four-step process: passage by 
the National Assembly, passage by the Senate, 
3pproval by a referendum of the electorate, 
and assent by the King.

Without compliance with these steps, the 
process is constitutionally incomplete. Just as 
a bill cannot bypass the Senate, it also cannot 
bypass the referendum.

By transmitting a bill amending Chapter II 
directly to the King without a referendum, the 
Speaker of the National Assembly acted ultra 
vires the Constitution. Equally, by assenting 
to a bill that had not been validated by the 
people through referendum, the King too act-
ed ultra vires his constitutional powers.

This means the entire law suffers from an 
incurable constitutional defect. It is not mere-
ly a matter of severing offending provisions, 

This means the defect is not minor or tech-
nical—it is fundamental. The constitutional 
amendment procedure is mandatory, not 

discretionary. Where the Constitution says a 
referendum “shall” be held, failure to do so 
cannot be corrected by judicial surgery after 
the fact.

Can the High Court “sever”?
The Minister’s suggestion that the High 

Court can sever sections 20A and 22B is 
problematic for several reasons:

1. Judicial severance cannot cure ultra 
vires acts: The doctrine of severance 
is ordinarily applied where a law con-
tains unconstitutional provisions that 
can be cleanly excised while leaving 
the rest of the law intact. But here, 
the problem is not with the content of 
the sections alone, it is with the pro-
cedure. A Bill requiring a referendum 
was submitted to the King without 
one. That defect renders the entire 
enactment void ab initio.

2. Judicial overreach risk: If the Court 
were to sever, it would in effect be val-
idating unconstitutional acts by both 
the Speaker and the King. The judi-
ciary would be rewriting history by 
pretending the referendum require-
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Groundwater Hydrocensus in Lesotho (Lot 1)

Introduction
Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) through its 
Department of Commissioner of Water received 
funds from Government of Lesotho to procure 
consultant to develop a comprehensive natural 
resources policy that will detail government policy 
towards various sectors of the natural resources.

Following the assessment and understanding of the 
current prevailing situation within government about 
management of the natural resources, that includes 
existing policies and the institutional arrangements, 
the consultant will utilize the information gathered to 
develop a comprehensive natural resources policy 
that will detail government policy towards various 
sectors of natural resources.

Scope of Work
The scope of work of this consultancy involves 
making a review of all government policies that 
relate to management of natural resources which 
form thematic areas in this assignment through 
their assessment of the current situation. 
The consultant will asses the policies belonging to 
the following sectors: Water and Sanitation, Envi-
ronment, Range management, Soil and water con-
servation, Fisheries, Forestry and Land Use Plan-
ning. Consultations will be made with the Ministries 
and Departments responsible for the listed sectors 
and any others that the consultant may deem rele-
vant owing to the nature of their work.  The Consult-
ant is expected to undertake the following activities:
• Mapping of the key stakeholders dealing with 

the natural resources.
• Conducting an assessment of the existing 

policies on various natural resources in the 
country as part of the situational analysis. 

• Assessing institutional arrangements for 
management of the natural resources in the 
country. 

Arrange and conduct consultative meetings with dif-
ferent sectors dealing with natural resources. 

-

Tender number: MTIBD /001/2025-2026
The Ministry of Trade and Industry invites tenders 
from suitably registered Security Firms for provision 
of security services required at its premises at the 
Ministry of Trade and Industry Headquarters LNDC 
and Maputsoe, all armed security guards that will 

2025/2026, 2026/2027, 2027/2028.

REQUIREMENTS
1. Provide proven means of communication, e.g. 

Security Guards must have a two-way radio 
and cell phones.  

2. The personnel of the prospective successful 
company must be fully armed with guns for all 

3. Show that it has adequate ( at least one vehi-

transport that would enable them to attend to 
emergencies

4. 

5. The security personnel must wear uniform at 
all times, day and night

6. 
for any theft or damage to Trade, Industry, and 
Business Development property arising out of 
the negligence of its personnel.

7. 

8. -
ence of three years in operation.

9. Provide at least three reference letters from 
recent clientele.

10. 
11. The Security personnel should be able to read, 

write and speak Sesotho and English

MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS:
1. 
2. -

3. 
4. 

licence from Lesotho Communications Author-
ity.

Completed tender documents written in English will 

Introduction
Ministry of Natural Resources (MNR) through its Department of Water Affairs received funds from Government of Lesotho to procure 
consultant for the execution of a Groundwater  Hydro-census activity nationwide, (Lot1) and 
Cross-Sectional Surveys, River Ratings within the three main Catchments. (Lot2) and Community and Stakeholder Engage-
ment in areas around Wetland Areas and Natural Springs Declared as Protected Water Resources .(Lot 3)

-

Catchments. 

Scope of Work for Groundwater  Hydro-census activity

Objectives 

Scope of Work

i. 

ii. 

-

iii. 

iv. 

Objectives of the Assignment

Scope of Work
The consultancy will undertake the following tasks:
3.1 Preliminary Assessment and Planning

3.2Field Surveys
3.2.1 Conduct cross-sectional surveys at each selected gauging station using standard

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)TENDER NOTICE

REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL (RFP)

Government of Lesotho 
Tender Notice

MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES
COMMISSIONER OF WATER

Government of Lesotho 
MINISTRY OF TRADE, INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT

Government of Lesotho 
Tender Notice

MINISTRY OF NATURAL RESOURCES
Department of Water Affairs 

mation and credentials including, technical and 

similar assignments, projects undertaken as lead 

-
ment Unit, Ministry of Natural Resources, Boka-
moso Business Suit,  Orpen Road, and Opposite 
Centre for Accounting Studies Maseru.
 Tel: 27325160

Terms of Reference Issuance and Submission
The Terms of Reference document is issued 
on the 25 July 2025, and closes on the 03 Sep-
tember 2025 at 10:00am. The closing date for 
collecting  document is Friday 22nd August 
2025, at 4:00pm. To register for this RFP, Con-
sultancy Firms have to pay a non-refundable 
fee of M500  to Department of Rural Water Supply 

Fri-
day 25 July, 2025 until Friday 22 August, 2025. 
¬¬¬¬¬¬The method of payment is cash. Con-

-
tained from accounts to procurement Unit at 
the (DRWS) in order to receive the documents. 

The MNR therefore invites competent consultan-

RFP Opening
RFP documents will be opened by the Ministry 
of Natural Resources Procurement Committee 
on the 03 September, 2025 at 10:30am in the 
presence of bidders or their representatives who 
wish to attend at the following address: Ministry 
of Natural Resources, Bokamoso House, Orpen 
Road, and Opposite Centre for Accounting Stud-
ies Maseru

RFP should be directed to The Procurement Unit, 
Ministry of Natural Resources, Bokamoso House, 
Orpen Road, and Opposite Centre for Accounting 
Studies Maseru. Tel: 27325160

during working hours. The tender document will be 
available from 18th August 2025 to 31st August 
2025. Site inspection will be conducted from the 

LOCATION DATE TIME

MTIBD head-
quarters - 
LNDC Maseru

02/09/2025 11 :00am

MTIBD -Ma-
putsoe 
- Maputsoe

03/09/2025 11:30am

   
Tenders must be submitted in four (4) copies and 
one (1) original in a sealed envelope, bearing 

in a sealed envelope marked “PROVISION OF 
SECURITY SERVICES FOR THE MINISTRY OF 
TRADE, INDUSTRY AND BUSINESS DEVELOP-
MENT” on or before 11:00 am on 19 th Septem-
ber 2025. No electronic copies will be permitted. 
Late tenders will not be accepted. Tenders will be 
opened on the same date, 12th September 2025 
at 11:30am in the boardroom of the Ministry at 2nd 

Maseru.

Interested bidders are expected to be legally reg-
istered and to comply with their tax obligations. 
To prove compliance, they must attach valid cer-

clearance and traders licence. Source tax will be 

where applicable.

The Government of Lesotho reserves the right to 
accept or reject any or all tenders for reasons that 
may be advanced.

All tenders must be delivered to:
The Secretary of Tender Panel
Ministry of Trade, Industry and Business Devel-
opment
Level 2, Shoprite Building, LNDC
Kingsway Street, Maseru

3.3 River Rating Development

3.3.3 Develop or revise rating curves using appropriate hydraulic and statistical methods

3.4 Capacity Building

3.5 Reporting

and Community and Stakeholder Engagement in areas around Wetland Areas and Natural Springs Declared as Protected 
Water Resources .Lot 3
 Background

-

commitments 

Studies Maseru.
 Tel: 27325160

Terms of Reference Issuance and Submission
The Terms of Reference document is issued on the 08 August 2025, and closes on the 17 September 2025 at 10:00am. The 
closing date for collecting  document is Friday 8 September  2025, at 4:00pm. To register for this RFP, Consultancy Firms 
have to pay M500 Friday 08 August, 2025 until 
Monday 
accounts section, to procurement Unit at the (DWA) in order to receive the documents. 

RFP Opening

-



12 22 August - 28 August 2025

Cash Bank Deposit Merchant

Payment Method

3 Months

Subscription M 72.00 M 156.00 M 312.00

Fees

Delivery 

6 Months 12 Months

M 60.00

Names.......................................................

Tel:.......................... Cell:...........................

Email:..........................No. Of Copies.......

Signature:......................................

Start date:....../....../.......Expiry:..../....../Address:....................................................

3551

92669 Standard Lesotho Bank
Acc#: 9080001310220

Newsday Media PTY LTD
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Chris Theko

Govt boosts music 
awards with M500k 

Arts

The government will once again support the 
creative industry with M500,000 to host the 
2nd National Music Awards (NMAs) slated for 
September 27 at the ‘Manthabiseng Convention 
Centre.

The announcement was made this week 
by the Minister of Tourism, Sports, Arts and 

launch of the awards. Maqelepo highlighted the 
government’s commitment to growing the mu-
sic sector despite economic challenges.

“It was only last year when we concluded to 
establish the National Music Awards,” he said. 

economic conditions, we were able to put aside 
half a million maloti as the government. Despite 
earlier thoughts of prioritising other policy are-
as, we decided to begin with the National Music 
Awards to show appreciation. Those who are 
nominated and those who win will truly feel 
valued.”

Maqelepo acknowledged that while pressing 
needs remain in areas such as infrastructure, 
health, and education, deliberate investment in 
the creative industry was essential to ensure lo-
cal talent receives recognition.

“We must accept that at the moment, the cre-
ative industry in Lesotho, especially the music 

sector, is still behind. I always say I am part of 
the creative industry; I make the noise from the 
corner, calling for both the government and the 

private sector to support us. 
He said the creative industry has the poten-

tial to change the country’s economic prospects 
and more. 

“We are making a case to the cabinet, to the 
private sector, and to the public to see more re-
sources pumped into this sector.”

The minister stressed that music has long 
been a tool for social cohesion and national 
pride, adding that investing in it was an in-
vestment in Basotho themselves. He further 
revealed that the government plans to expand 

“We are looking at initiatives that start from 
the grassroots level,” he explained. “We want to 
build platforms that give opportunities to young 
Basotho creatives to showcase their talents, 
sharpen their skills, and eventually compete on 
an international scale. This is about building a 
sustainable creative economy, not just celebrat-
ing one night of awards.”

He also called on the private sector to part-
ner with government, emphasising that public 
funding alone would not be enough to sustain 
the industry.

At the same event, Rorisang Motsamai, repre-
senting the NMA’s organising team, thanked the 
ministry for its continued support.

“We are grateful to the ministry for this great 
initiative and the relentless support they have 

shown since the beginning of the awards last 
year,” Motsamai said.

He revealed that this year’s awards will fea-
ture 22 categories, including Song of the Year, 
Record of the Year, Single of the Year, Classic of 
All Times, and the prestigious Queen Mamoha-
to Lifetime Achievement Award. Entries were 
submitted earlier this year, and nominees were 

Winners in all categories will receive a trophy 
and M5,000 cash prize, while the Queen ‘Mamo-
hato Lifetime Achievement Award will carry a 

Motsamai emphasised that the NMAs were 
not only about competition but also about cel-
ebrating and preserving Lesotho’s musical her-
itage.

“The awards are also about preserving our 
heritage and ensuring that music as an art form 
continues to thrive for generations to come,” he 
said.

cant attention and marked a turning point for 
the recognition of Basotho musicians. With this 
year’s expanded categories and greater partici-
pation, organisers expect the 2025 edition to set 
a new standard for the industry.

As the countdown to 27 September begins, 
the NMAs are shaping up to be more than just 
a night of glitz and glamour. They symbolise a 
growing recognition that music, and the crea-
tive industry as a whole, can play a key role in 
national unity, cultural identity, and economic 
transformation.

“This is about showing appreciation. It is 
about building an industry that can stand on 
its own and one day contribute meaningfully 
to our economy. With the right support, our 
creatives can change the prospects of Lesotho,” 
Maqelepo said.

Minister of Tourism Sportds Arts and 
Culture - Hon Motlatsi Maqelepo
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Private sector pledges 
to combat GBV

Lesotho’s private sector has taken a monu-
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Morija artist to exhibit in 
Antwerp 

Ntsoaki Motaung
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Patrick Rorke (1953) 
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Minister of Gender Youth and Social Development Pitso Lesaoana formally unveiled the Statement of Commitment on Private Sector Engagement in 
Preventing GBV in the Workplace.
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Kick4Life Ladies set 
for CAF interclub bow

Maseru schools 
star at LISA games

Seabata Mahao

Seabata Mahao

Reigning champions of the 2024/25 
Women’s Super League (WSL), Kick4Life 
Ladies, are set to make their historic 
debut in the CAF Women’s Champions 
League – COSAFA Qualifiers on Monday 
next week.

The Lesotho side will open their Group 
B campaign against Eswatini’s Young Buf-
faloes FC on August 25, at 12PM at the 
AW Muller Stadium, University of Johan-
nesburg. They are drawn in a tough group 
that also includes Gaborone United La-
dies FC of Botswana.

Running from August 22–31, the COSA-
FA Qualifiers serve as the gateway to the 
prestigious CAF Women’s Champions 
League, providing a platform for regional 
dominance and international exposure. 

Kick4Life’s participation marks a major 
milestone for Lesotho women’s club foot-
ball, as they aim to make a lasting impres-
sion on their continental debut.

On their way to qualifying for the cov-
eted CAF interclub competition, Kick-
4Life Ladies blitzed their way through 
the 2024/25 WSL season, where they fin-
ished without being defeated.

Staying with women’s football, the na-
tional senior women’s team, Mehalalitoe, 
will travel to Blantyre, Malawi, on August 
27 for two international friendlies against 
the Malawi Scorchers. The matches are 

Maseru schools dominated the 2025 
Econet LISA National Ball Games, show-
casing depth, skill, and determination as 
they clinched the majority of the coveted 
titles at the Lesotho High School grounds 
last weekend.

The national competition, hosted by the 
Lesotho Institutions Sports Association 
(LISA) in partnership with title sponsors 
Econet Telecom Lesotho (ETL), drew 83 
schools from across all 10 districts.

Hundreds of students, both boys and 
girls, competed in football, netball, volley-
ball, basketball, handball, chess, and pub-
lic speaking in both English and Sesotho.

The three-day event, held from August 
15 to 17, was a lively celebration of school 
sport and youth potential, culminating 
in action-packed finals and a colourful 
awards ceremony. Trophies and medals 
went to the best-performing schools, with 
Maseru institutions leading the charge.

Life High School from Maseru captured 
the boys’ football crown, while Abia High 
School (Maseru) triumphed in the girls’ 
division. In netball, Leqele High School 
(Maseru) won the girls’ championship, 
while Leqele also secured the boys’ bas-
ketball title. 

Maseru’s dominance continued in vol-
leyball, with Phuthiatsana High School 
winning the boys’ section and Litha-
baneng High School crowned girls’ cham-
pions.

Despite the absence of some of his most 
experienced stars, Lehohla remains opti-
mistic of his charges’s chances. 

“This is a chance for other players to 
come in and show what they can do. We 
have not been conceding many goals in 
the games we have played, but now it 
is important that we start winning and 
scoring goals,” he said.

“As a country, we are unfortunate; we 
got used to not winning. Even when there 
is an opportunity, we do not take it. It is 
important to work on our mindset. The 
players must get used to winning.”

Mehalalitoe’s team captain Thato Ma-
pepesa echoed the coach’s sentiments, 
praising the high morale in camp.

“We all understand the importance of 
working hard and preparing properly for 
COSAFA. Games like these against Malawi 
help us deal with pressure and test our 
readiness.”

Lehohla, considers the Malawi matches 
as more than just preparation, but a plat-
form for players to showcase their talent 
internationally. 

Mehalalitoe’s squad to face Malawi is as 
follows:

Goalkeepers: Nketsetseng Chaole, 
‘Mamakhabane Makibinyane, Nthabiseng 
Hlao.

Defenders: Thato Mapepesa (Captain), 
Tšoanelo Leboka, Bokang Ntsane, ‘Mantiti 
Tlholoane, ‘Mathabo Maphalane, Limpho 
Nthako, Maphaki Qhalehi, Ithabeleng Le-
tumanyane.

Midfielders: Nthabeleng Makhabane, 
‘Mamasoabi Monese, Lineo Sekhonyana, 
Nthabeleng Potsane, ‘Makhotso Moalosi, 
Nteboheleng Ramatsoku.

Forwards: Phuzile Molefe, Karabo Ma-
beleng, Motšelisi Makhoaphe, Nthabiseng 
Mohlahlobi, Mahlapane Matete.

scheduled for Friday, August 29, and Sun-
day, August 31, at Mpira Stadium.

The friendlies form part of head coach 
Shalane Lehohla’s preparations for the 
upcoming COSAFA Women’s Champion-
ship later this year. With all Kick4Life 
players unavailable due to their CAF 
commitments, Lehohla will field a squad 
made entirely of locally based players.

Other winning schools from outside 
Maseru included Mopholosi High School 
from Quthing, which took home the boys’ 
handball championship. Another Quthing 
school, Masitise High School, clinched the 
girls’ basketball championship, while Ma-
boee High School from Leribe won both 
the boys’ and girls’ handball divisions.

Ntai Marabe, LISA’s spokesperson felt 
the competition met its objectives of un-
earthing talent from across the country 
and preparing athletes for future interna-
tional representation. 

Kick4Life Ladies FC

The 2025 Econet LISA National Ball Games at Lesotho High School

“We aimed to ensure national-level 
competitions for both boys and girls as 
part of preparations for future develop-
ment,” said Marabe. 

“These games are a critical scouting 
ground for development coaches across 
sporting disciplines.”

He confirmed that football teams have 
already been shortlisted for the upcoming 
COSASA Games in Eswatini, with the sup-
port of the Lesotho Football Association 
(LeFA). Marabe also appealed to the pri-
vate sector to assist with resources to en-

sure that teams can compete successfully 
beyond Lesotho’s borders.

On his part, ETL’s Chief Executive Of-
ficer Dennis Plaatjies reaffirmed the com-
pany’s commitment to nurturing sporting 
talent. 

“These games are a powerful platform 
to develop future international champi-
ons,” he said. “We commend all schools, 
coaches, and young athletes for their en-
ergy and passion.”

The Minister of Sports, Motlatsi Maqele-
po, praised the unifying and transforma-
tive nature of the tournament, encourag-
ing young people to take sport seriously 
as a pathway to international exposure 
and economic empowerment. 

“To those wondering who will one day 
raise Lesotho’s flag on the global stage, 
here they are. I want to see some of the 
athletes at the 2028 Olympic Games in 
Los Angeles.”

Maqelepo thanked ETL for its contin-
ued support while challenging more pri-
vate companies to invest in youth sports. 
He also urged the government to increase 
its backing for the sector, citing its poten-
tial to combat unemployment and social 
ills.

Lesotho Sports and Recreation Com-
mission’s (LSRC) President Baba Ma-
lephane also hailed the tournament’s 
success. 

“With sustained investments and col-
lective efforts, the future of sports in Le-
sotho is brighter than ever,” he said.
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We are building squad to 
compete continentally - Lioli 

Fresh from lifting the TJ Nthane Founda-
tion tournament, Lioli Football Club last 
Sunday added yet another preseason tro-
phy to their cabinet by winning the 2025 
Alliance Challenge.  

The Teyateyaneng giants edged LCS FC 

played at Bambatha Tsita Sports Arena to 
claim the championship. 

Only last month Lioli defeated Linare 
2-0 to lift the TJ Nthane Foundation cup, as 
they stepped up their preparations for par-
ticipation in the Confederation of African 
Football’s (CAF) Champions League pre-
liminary stage, where South Africa’s Orlan-
do Pirates awaits them in the preliminary 
round.  

Last weekend’s victory earned Lioli the 
trophy and the lion’s share of the M100,000 
prize money offered by tournament spon-
sors, Alliance Insurance. This year marked 
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the eighth edition of the competition, 
which features only teams sponsored by 
the insurer namely Lioli, Matlama, Linare 
and LCS.

tie where they drew 2–2. Lioli eventually 
overcame the stubborn Linare 4-2 after a 
penalty shootout. 

edged Matlama FC via another penalty 
shootout, both teams created chances but 

deadlock to seal the win and lift the trophy.
Their composure under pressure and 

squad depth ultimately paid off as they 
lifted the coveted trophy, sending a strong 
warning to rivals ahead of the new season.

charges, Lioli’s head coach Bongani Mase-
ko expressed pride in the squad, praising 
the balance between experienced and 
young players.
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“We trust all our players to step up when 

tle. 

players to build momentum, and they de-

introduced younger players to test their 
readiness, and they did not disappoint.”

Maseko singled out Makuru as a promis-
ing talent and reiterated the club’s broader 
ambitions.

“We are focused on building a stronger 
squad that can dominate games and com-
pete at the continental level. We aim to win 
every tournament we enter.”

Despite the narrow defeat, LCS’s head 
coach Leslie Notši remained positive.

“This tournament came at a good time. 
It helped us assess our strengths and areas 
that need improvement,” he said. “We also 

nal, which gave us useful insights.”
Notši admitted the target was silverware 

but stressed the value of lessons learned.
“There were many positives. We will 

work hard to improve and ensure we give 
our supporters something to cheer about 
this season.”

The competition also shone a light on in-
dividual brilliance. Lioli’s goalkeeper Wil-

each received M2,500 for their outstanding 
contributions, Huni for his penalty heroics 
and Makuru for his energy and creativity 

bokoane walked away with the top scorer’s 
award, also worth M2,500.

Looking ahead, Lioli is currently out in 
Nambia where it will play friendly matches 
as part of its preparations for CAF Cham-
pions League participation on the weekend 
of September 19-21 against Pirates. 

Lioli along with Matlama, Linare and four 
A Division League teams will feature in the 
Ramela Foundation Cup, scheduled for Au-
gust 30–31 before the league begins. 

Lioli Football Club clinched the 2025 Alliance Challenge title on Sunday after a narrow but hard-fought 1–0 victory over LCS 


