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• Growth projected at just 1.4%, “insufficient to improve living standards,” warns IMF.

Page 2

IMF PAINTS BLEEK PICTURE: 
SURPLUSES ON PAPER, HUNGER 
IN HOUSEHOLDS



2 26 September -02 October 2025

constrain the ability of the government 

economy is barely growing.” 
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Thoboloko Ntšonyane

RSL board coy on Mokoko- 
Matlanyane standoff
The Board of Directors of the Revenue Services 
Lesotho (RSL) has acknowledged awareness of 

-

At the centre of the standoff are allegations that 
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national interest to resolve their differences and 

-

-

-
-

-
-

-

 66 100 100

Send Money The Easy 
Way With EcoCash

Scan the QR code 
to download 

|  66 100 100

Move Money 
Like a Boss
Move Money 
Like a Boss

Dial *199# and select 2 to send now



4 26 September -02 October 2025

Shelile upbeat over 
AGOA renewal talks

to Ponya, former Minister of Finance Thabo 
Sophonea, former Minister in the Prime Min-

computer from Dr Majoro’s former economic 

-
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-

Minister of Trade, Industry, and Small Busi-
ness Development, Mokhethi Shelile

Seabata Mahao

EcoCash 
agents 
campaign 
rolls 
towards 
climax 

Ex-PM Majoro accused of 
‘stealing’ government computer

Staff Reporter

Staff Reporter

Moeketsi Majoro - Former prime minister
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“As SEFS, we encourage EcoCash Agents to 
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Efforts to obtain Dr Majoro’s response 
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Staff Reporter

IMF warns Lesotho on 
youth unemployment 

MP’s question 
government’s 
international 
travel spending

The International Monetary Fund (IMF) has 
issued a stern warning to the government of 
Lesotho that its efforts to combat youth unem-
ployment must remain strictly within existing 

-
tainable public expenditures.

In July 2025, the government declared a na-
tional “state of disaster,” citing rapidly rising 
youth unemployment, economic fragility, and 
external risks, namely uncertainty over United 
States (U.S.) trade tariffs and fears that Lesotho 
might lose preferential access under the African 
Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA). 

The declaration, effective until 30 June 2027, 
was intended to give the government special 
powers to mobilise emergency resources and 
fast-track job creation and recovery policies un-
der the Disaster Management Act.

Deputy Prime Minister Nthomeng Majara ex-
plained at the time that the designation would 
allow the state to mobilise emergency resources 
and fast-track interventions aimed at job crea-
tion and economic recovery. 

The move responded directly to mounting 
pressure from youth groups, who in April had 
demanded the government treat the crisis as a 
national emergency. By then, youth unemploy-
ment was widely estimated at 39 percent, well 
above Lesotho’s general unemployment rate of 
about 30 percent.

To respond, the government later reallocated 
M459 million in the 2025/26 national budget 
throught a cabinet decision toward youth em-
powerment and job creation schemes. 

Information Minister Nthati Moorosi said the 
Cabinet, meeting on 8 July 2025, approved the 
shift to fund programs designed to equip young 
Basotho with skills, generate employment, and 
promote entrepreneurship. The government 
pledged to deliver roughly 62,000 youth jobs 
under these schemes.

The reallocation came after Parliament had 
already approved the national expenditure plan 

In its 2025 Article IV consultation report, 
the IMF cautioned that while responding to the 
youth employment crisis is morally and polit-
ically necessary, doing so must not undermine 

“On recurrent spending, the authorities are 
struggling to strike a balance between contin-
ued restraint and the need to respond to recent 
shocks. Importantly, the broad moratorium on 
new hiring remains,” the IMF said.

It emphasised that the moratorium on new 
hirings should continue as a break from prior 
years when windfalls from the Southern African 
Customs Union (SACU) often prompted volatile 
spikes in the wage bill. The IMF noted, 

“The authorities have also recently an-
nounced a new focus on youth unemployment. 
Concrete plans are still being developed, but any 
new measures should be accommodated within 
the existing budget envelope.”

The IMF further warned against institutional-
ising public employment schemes as a perma-
nent measure. 

“In this context, public employment programs 
have a checkered history and cannot substitute 
for private-sector reforms,” the report states.

But it allows for temporary social support if 
carefully designed. The Fund stressed that such 
programs should be underpinned by strong co-
ordination across agencies, time limited with 
clear transition plans, embedded with training 
and skills development, and prioritising trans-
parency, accountability and evaluation. The IMF 
also underscored the risk of weak public invest-
ment capacity. 

“If capacity constraints on public investment 

continued surpluses into the medium term — 
narrowing gradually to 0.9 percent of GDP.” 

While this may seem overly cautious giv-
en Lesotho’s growth needs, the IMF argues it 

constraints and limited ability to scale up cap-
ital spending. Under this scenario, the focus 
must remain on controlling recurrent costs: 

maintaining the hiring freeze, streamlining the 
payroll, and ensuring a fair, performance-based 
compensation system.

The warning comes at a timely when Leso-
tho’s economy is under pressure. Growth is pro-
jected to slow to around 1.4 percent in FY25/26, 

eased from a peak of 8.2 percent in early 2024 
to 4.4 percent in mid-2025. 

The country’s dependence on SACU trans-
fers and water-royalty revenues adds volatility: 

-

a stable long-term anchor.
Unemployment remains stubborn, with the 

2025 Country Focus Report citing 30.1 percent 
national unemployment and a 38.9 percent rate 

among youth (aged 15–35). Some observers 
argue the true rate is well above 60 percent if 
informal joblessness is included.

Against this backdrop, frustrated youth voic-
es have been calling for the government to take 
action. In June 2025, youth activist Tšolo Thakeli 

-
ing Prime Minister Sam Matekane’s adminis-
tration of failing to deliver on promises of job 
creation. 

He was later charged with sedition. The case 
ignited protests in Maseru and raised concerns 
over the suppression of dissent.

Thakeli’s ordeal underscores the political 
sensitivity of youth unemployment, especially 
when economic constraints limit the govern-
ment’s freedom of action.

Government spending on international travel 
has come under scrutiny in the National As-
sembly, as MPs question whether the millions 
of maloti allocated annually deliver value for 
money.

During an oral questions and answers ses-
sion this week, Remaketse Sehlabaka, leader 
of the Mpulule Political Summit (MPS), pressed 
government to justify the expenditure. 

He demanded clarity on the total cost of for-

that compared with funds earmarked for youth 
job creation, and how much additional money 
had been drawn from the contingency fund. 
He also challenged the executive to explain the 

-
try.

In response, Deputy Prime Minister (DPM) 
and Leader of the House Justice Nthomeng 

Majara disclosed that M145 million had been 
budgeted for international travel in 2024/25. 

She further revealed that an extra M13 mil-
lion had been allocated, of which M9 million 
had already been used. By comparison, Majara 
told the House that M300 million was allocated 
to the Youth Apprenticeship Programme in the 

On the question of returns, Majara defended 
the trips, arguing that they create opportuni-
ties for Lesotho to contribute to global debates 

“They present an opportunity for the coun-
try to contribute and share ideas with other 
global partners,” she said.

in the partnerships Lesotho maintains with 
organisations such as the United Nations, the 
World Bank, the Southern African Develop-
ment Community (SADC), the World Economic 
Forum, and the Conference of the Parties (COP).

The DPM highlighted that participation in 

development support. She cited funds mobi-
lised through Lesotho’s participation in climate 
change negotiations under the COP framework 
as an example of concrete returns from foreign 
missions.

Majara further argued that foreign engage-
ment strengthens the country’s position in 
negotiating trade agreements and accelerates 
programmes tied to digitalisation and service 
delivery. “Through travel engagement, the 
country is poised to address diverse challeng-
es but also provides opportunities to negotiate 
trade agreements and exercise oversight in in-
ternational bodies,” she said.

Government’s involvement in global plat-
forms, she added, helps foster a collabora-
tive approach to development and economic 
growth, particularly as Lesotho seeks to tackle 
unemployment and economic inequality.

However, on Sehlabaka’s query about the 
budget’s proportionality to youth job creation, 

readily available. She explained that youth initi-
atives are integrated across several ministries, 

spending on employment-related programmes 
compared with travel.

Acknowledging this gap, Majara said plans 
are underway to create a new tool that will al-
low for better tracking and reporting of such 
expenditures in the future. This, she noted, 
would ensure greater transparency and ac-
countability when comparing allocations and 
outcomes across different government pro-
grammes.

For now, questions persist on whether the 
large sums devoted to international travel can 

unemployment, sluggish economic growth, 
and pressing social needs.

Thoboloko Ntšonyane
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The transport and construction sectors displayed 
resilience amid prevailing economic uncertain-
ties, helping to sustain Lesotho’s modest economic 
growth during the second quarter of 2025.

This development underscored a growing reli-
ance on large-scale infrastructure projects, nota-
bly the ongoing Lesotho Highlands Water Project 
(LHWP) Phase II implementation, which includes 
the Polihali Dam and Senqu Bridge.

The decisions included maintaining the Net In-

the stability of the loti, which is pegged to the South 
African rand. 

-
changed at 6.75 percent per annum.According to the 
bank, this decision is aimed at aligning with prevail-
ing domestic economic conditions while remaining 
consistent with the broader regional monetary pol-
icy environment.

Addressing journalists on Tuesday, Letete said ex-
ternal shocks had continued to weigh on Lesotho’s 
economy, with the textile sector being the hardest 
hit. 

-

ripple effects across the manufacturing industry.

industry have dropped to the lowest levels, leaving 
only the construction and logistics sector as the key 
economic driver,” Dr. Letete stated.

The textile industry, once a backbone of Lesotho’s 

RSL–FAFF pact targets revenue 
leakages at borders

leakages at Lesotho’s ports of entry and improving 
customs compliance, the Revenue Services Lesotho 
(RSL) and the Federation of Agents of Foreign Firms 

-

to streamline import processes, promote transpar-
ency, and tighten enforcement mechanisms in for-
eign trade.

It marks a critical step in Lesotho’s broader effort 
to close long-standing gaps in revenue collection and 
create a fairer business environment.

data between the two parties to enable early detec-
tion of non-compliance and illicit business practices. 
This integration is expected to directly address the 
chronic challenge of revenue losses at Lesotho’s bor-
ders, where porous systems and weak enforcement 
have long been exploited by unscrupulous traders.

product of collaboration across several government 

Seabata Mahao

Seabata Mahao the second quarter of 2025 following a moderate 

primarily by a rebound in manufacturing and min-
ing activity alongside stronger household consump-
tion,” he explained.

-
rica had eased in August but were expected to rise in 
the near term due to persistent increases in admin-
istered prices. 

decided to keep the policy rate unchanged, balanc-
ing support for growth with the need to monitor 

-

due to the supply constraint of wheat. In the near 

price pressures, but the outlook is balanced,” Letete 
said.

-

However, the country’s debt burden also grew 

2025 due to project disbursements,” he said.
In the external sector, Lesotho’s current account 

compared to a surplus in the previous quarter. This 
was mainly attributed to persistently high import 
demand relative to exports. 

The bank noted that surpluses in the primary and 
secondary income accounts helped partially offset 

Notice in terms of section 44 of the Administration Estate and Inheritance Act No.2 of the 2024;
ESTATE LATE Tumisang Latislas Fesi E 890/2025

Notice is hereby given in terms of Section 44 of the Administration of Estates and Inheritance Act No.2 of 2024 
calling upon all creditors of the deceased to lodge their claims with executrix of the deceased’s estate within thirty 
(30) days of this publication.
The address at which the said claims can be lodged is mentioned hereunder;
(Address)
Mangopeng
Roma,

ESTATE NOTICE

Maseru
+26656674767

ESTATE LATE MAKABE SABASTIAN MALIBO B110/25.
Notice is hereby given in terms of Section 37 of the Administration of Estates and Inheritance Act No.2 of 2024 
calling upon all heirs, legatees and creditors of the deceased to attend before the Master of the High Court at the 

Proposing some person/persons  to be appointed by the Master as the executor dative.
DATED AT BUTHA-BUTHE ON THIS 22nd SEPTEMBER 2025
MASTER OF THE HIGH COURT OFFICES 
BUTHA-BUTHE 

ESTATE NOTICE

BEHIND PASSPORT OFFICE BUILDING 
OPPOSITE POST OFFICE, BUTHA-BUTHE 

Construction, transport growth cushions 
economy amid sectoral declines

The Govenor of Central Bank of Lesotho, Dr. Maluke Letete

RSL Commissioner General ‘Mathabo Mokoko and FAFF Chairman Advocate Lehloka Maphatšoe signing MOU

-
-

tainship, Home Affairs and Police, and the Directo-

“This agreement is not the result of one institu-

“It represents a shared commitment to compli-
ance, transparency, and fair business practices that 
can create much-needed employment for Basotho.”

-

States, leading to a sharp contraction in output and 

“There is nothing, especially with the ongoing 

textile industry has dropped by a large margin. The 
manufacturing industry has also dropped across all 
categories,” Letete added.

“The preliminary indicator of economic activity 
-

pansion in transport and construction categories,” 
Letete said. 

“Nonetheless, weak domestic demand and a fall in 

constrained growth. In the medium term, growth 
is expected to moderate due to external shocks, es-
pecially those emanating from the export-oriented 
industries.”

The lack of agricultural production and limited 
investment in land use were also cited as key issues, 
further exacerbating economic vulnerabilities.

“The lack of production from Basotho is evident, 
with very little investment in agricultural and horti-
cultural sectors,” he noted.

Lesotho’s economy tends to move in tandem with 
that of South Africa, given the currency peg and close 
economic ties. Letete noted that South Africa experi-
enced a rebound in the second quarter of 2025 after 
a sluggish start to the year.

“In South Africa, economic growth picked up in 

vious partnership with the Agents of Foreign Firms 
Association (AFFAL), reinforcing RSL’s mission to 
simplify cross-border trade while strengthening 
oversight. 

“Integrating our systems strengthens our ability 
to monitor and regulate economic activity. It ensures 

-

system integration that would allow authorities to 

detect irregularities before they escalate into cost-
ly loopholes. He emphasised that FAFF, though a 

focused on regulatory oversight.
“FAFF does not conduct business; our members 

do. Our role is to ensure they follow both legal and 
ethical business standards. This is more than just 
data sharing, it is about building an effective regula-
tory ecosystem that promotes long-term economic 

He further urged Basotho to embrace values of 
integrity and hard work, reminding them of the 

I. 

sell. But integrity does. Let us rise and rebuild on 

laid.”

reiterated the federation’s role in protecting sectors 
reserved exclusively for Basotho entrepreneurs. He 
pointed to a 2020 law that restricts certain busi-
nesses to local ownership, warning that foreign 
encroachment in these areas undermines opportu-
nities for citizens.

“We are working tirelessly to ensure that these 
reserved sectors are not unfairly dominated by 

-
-

He added that FAFF will continue to collaborate 
with RSL and other partners in monitoring compli-
ance, ensuring that legitimate Basotho businesses 
are not crowded out by unfair competition.

Makhotso Fesi
Excecutrix
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Health
Maternal mental health linked 
to childbirth complications

Prioritising child safety 
and health

In a landmark initiative towards addressing 
the growing crisis of maternal mental health, 
the Lesotho Alliance for Maternal Mental 

Speaking on behalf of the World Health 

tal health is associated with childbirth com

since according to the World Health Organisa

cide rate of 72 per 100,000 people, the high

maternal mental health into Lesotho’s prima

healthcare professionals, government repre

tions in what has been described as a collabo

representatives, people from the private sec

On her part, Dr Llang Maama, the acting 

“We have been gathering more and more 

Despite these promising initiatives, one of 
the biggest obstacles remains the lack of re
liable data on maternal mental health in Le

“There is a limitation when it comes to data 

“This leads to a person having mental 

limited training among healthcare workers 
and the persistent challenge of transportation 

#E 
Seng Ka Ngoana”.

bers to emphasise the importance of safe and 

ment in research and adoption of innovative Bhaskaran, echoed these concerns, pointing 

Health Minister Selibe Mochoboroane for

ties Initiative, describing it as a “social contract 

children’s basic rights—healthcare, birth reg

Mochoboroane emphasised that the 

children in all aspects of national planning, 

He stressed the need for collaboration 

With Lesotho’s maternal and child health in
dicators remaining among the most concern

signals a strong national commitment to safe
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Open Letter to the Honourable Minister 
of Finance and Development Planning: 
When NMDS Policies Punish the Poor

Honourable Minister,
I write to you with deep respect and a 
heavy heart. This letter represents the 
voices of many young Basotho whose only 
dream is to study, learn, and return home 
better equipped to contribute to our na-
tion’s development. 

For decades, the National Manpower De-
velopment Secretariat (NMDS), operating 
under your Ministry, has been a beacon of 
hope. Since its establishment, it has sup-
ported thousands of Basotho in accessing 
education and training, both locally and 
abroad.

However, today, Honourable Minister, 
that beacon is dimmed by policies that no 

2025. Policies that were once intended to 
protect public funds are now shutting the 
door on deserving young people whose 
only “crime” is being poor.

Allow me to share a true story that il-
lustrates this tragedy. A few weeks back, a 
young Mosotho man received an admission 
letter from a prestigious university in Chi-
na. This was not just a personal victory; it 
was a national opportunity.

-
mined to follow the proper channels, he ap-
proached NMDS. Fully aware of his past ob-
ligations, he took responsibility, negotiated 
repayments, and even secured a private 
bank loan to clear his debt with NMDS, be-
lieving this would qualify him for support.

Yet, when his application was processed, 
he was denied funding. Not due to his 
own record or lack of merit, but because 
his spouse had an outstanding debt with 
NMDS, a debt incurred years before they 
were married. Today, this young man is 
being punished for circumstances entirely 
outside his control. His future is tethered to 
someone else’s past.

Honourable Minister, this is not account-
ability; this is collective punishment. It un-
dermines fairness, violates trust, and strips 
hope from the very citizens striving to com-
ply with the law.

No Comment

C Theko Tlebere

Every Mosotho understands the vital 
role NMDS has played in building human 
capital. The Secretariat administers loan 
bursaries, revolving funds, and supports 
needy high school students. 

However, the insistence that “proof of 
repayment” for any past bursary must be 
provided by even family members and or 
siblings who have not applied for a scholar-
ship beams a very punitive and counterpro-

really don’t understand how NMDS decides 
to punish a fully paid up student in the 
pretence that their spouse still has a debt 
while the spouse is not even the guarantor. 

This policy is also disconnected from our 
current economic realities. According to 

unemployment rate stands at nearly 38 
percent. How realistic is it to demand that 
jobless graduates repay old loans before 
pursuing further studies that cost the Gov-

How just is it to deny international 
scholarships, funded through the goodwill 
of other nations, simply because young 

The irony is painful. On one hand, foreign 
governments extend scholarships to uplift 
Basotho youth. On the other, our own gov-
ernment closes the door on them, using 
outdated conditions that punish the poor 
instead of empowering them.

Honourable Minister, this policy may 
also infringe upon our legal and moral 

-
stitution as amended provides that Pro-
vision for education in Lesotho shall 
endeavor to make education available 
to all and shall adopt policies aimed at 
securing that. Article 26 of the Univer-
sal Declaration of Human Rights
that education must be accessible without 
discrimination or undue barriers. Denying 

contradicts these principles.
I am also mindful that while foreign 

scholarships often cover tuition and sti-
pends, anyone who has studied abroad 

-
cient for survival. It is the NMDS top-up that 
helps Basotho navigate the real challenges 
of rent, food, and transport in foreign lands. 
Without it, many dreams collapse before 
they even begin.

Honourable Minister, I apologize for be-
ing a little personal, but you being an aca-
demic, you understand the transformative 
power of education not only for individuals 
but for their families, communities, and the 
nation. That is why I appeal to you directly. 
Under your leadership, NMDS can be re-

this century.
This is a call not only to you but also to 

the Director and managers of NMDS. If you 
have time Mme, please make time to visit 

yourself the misery in the eyes of those 
seeking services there. As for parents and 
guardians who spent days there you will 
be humbled. The NMDS staff needs to be 
reminded that they  are not merely admin-
istrators of bursaries; but are custodians 
of national dreams. The decisions made 
by NMDS determine whether young Baso-
tho step into classrooms abroad or remain 
trapped at home with wasted potential. 
Please review these outdated policies 
and replace them with systems that pro-
mote accountability without extinguish-
ing ambition
schedules, income-contingent repayment 
models, or conditional waivers tied to na-
tional service.

Honourable Minister, this letter is writ-
-

not afford to waste talent at a time when 
our health system, economy, and govern-
ance structures cry out for skilled profes-

education of its people.
-

lence ambition, waste talent, or discourage 
patriotism. With your leadership, NMDS 
can once again shine as the light it was 
meant to be.The Future is NOW!

Assets recovery team must be 
capacitated to complete mission 

-
dered wealth. For decades, state assets, houses, 
land, vehicles, machinery, have slipped quiet-
ly from public hands into private possession, 
often aided by dereliction, negligence, and in 
some cases, outright collusion from those en-
trusted to safeguard them. 

The shocking revelations made by the Gov-
ernment Assets Search and Recovery Task Team 
(GASRTT) this week before the parliamentary 
Public Accounts Committee have peeled back 
the curtain on a rot so deep it raises fundamen-
tal questions about the kind of stewardship Ba-
sotho can expect from their government.

For a task team mandated to trace, recover, 
and safeguard the people’s property, it is being 
starved of the very oxygen it needs to function; 

Prime Minister’s budget, the team struggles to 
fund even the most basic operational necessi-
ties, fuel, travel, accommodation. 

This chronic underfunding is not only crip-
pling its effectiveness, it is protecting those 

looting of state property. Every day the team 
is forced to scale back its work, asset grabbers 
tighten their grip, emboldened by the state’s si-
lence and inaction.

The implications are devastating. These are 

These are houses where public servants should 
live, land that should be used for public devel-
opment, vehicles meant for service delivery, 
and equipment meant to support infrastruc-
ture projects. 

The most troubling aspect of the task team’s 

-
sets. 

This is not just a matter of theft, it is a be-
trayal of public trust at the highest levels. Ba-
sotho deserve to know who these individuals 
are, how they came into possession of govern-
ment property, and why nothing was done for 
so long. 

To cut short this investigation due to “lack 
of funds” would be an unforgivable travesty, 
shielding the powerful from accountability 
while ordinary citizens are left to suffer.

The mandate of the task team is broad and 
necessary. From investigating illegally occupied 
houses and encroached sites, to unearthing cas-

-
sonal gain, it is an agenda that cuts to the very 
heart of corruption and governance failure. 

And yet, instead of empowering this body 
to carry out its noble mission, the government 
seems content to leave it handicapped, without 
even the legal instrument to anchor its exist-
ence as a formal state institution. Without such 
a law, the team remains vulnerable, its author-
ity questioned, its operations undermined by 
ministries reluctant to cooperate.

This is not the time for half-measures. The 
government must immediately provide the 

travel across all districts, investigate thorough-
ly, and recover assets that rightfully belong to 
the state. Anything less is complicity in the theft 
of public wealth. 

At the same time, Parliament should move 
with urgency to enact legislation that anchors 
the task team in law, giving it permanence, in-
dependence, and the teeth to bite into the rot of 
asset mismanagement.

We must be clear: the shocking state of gov-
ernment asset management is not an accident. 
It is the product of years of neglect, impunity, 
and a culture where public resources are treat-
ed as private spoils. Allowing this to continue 
will only deepen the crisis of governance. Ba-
sotho already struggle with unemployment, 
poverty, and poor service delivery. To let state 
assets rot away in private hands while the gov-
ernment pleads poverty is nothing short of 
scandalous.

What the task team has already exposed is 
just the tip of the iceberg. The true scale of the 
rot remains hidden, and only with full support 
can it be brought to light. Basotho must rally 
behind this cause, demand accountability, and 
insist that the government stop playing politics 
with public wealth. If the team fails, it is not just 
the loss of houses, land, and vehicles, it will be 

-
tutions meant to serve the people.

The government created this task team. Now 
-

ything less is proof that those in power would 

than serve the people who elected them.
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Thoboloko Ntšonyane

Rot runs deep: How state assets 
fell into private hands

Ministry of Trade revenue 
plummets by 72 percent

The shocking state of Lesotho’s government asset 
management has come to light, exposing a level 
of neglect and mismanagement so severe that 
countless state properties, ranging from vehicles 
and houses to valuable sites, have ended up in 
private hands without proper documentation. 

The revelations by the Government Assets 
Search and Recovery Task Team (GASRTT) point 
to a systemic collapse of oversight, where dere-

national resources to be treated like personal 
property.

The task team, which reports to the Prime Min-

-
turbing picture of how far the rot has set in.

Established in March 2023 following a Cabi-
net resolution, the team was mandated to track, 
recover, and secure state assets. Instead, what it 
discovered is a trail of vanished vehicles, vandal-
ised houses, encroached land, and a government 
crippled by its own negligence.

The government holds assets across the coun-
-

land. 
The task team discovered that some residen-

Minister are left unattended and now in a state 
of disrepair. 

The Land Administration Authority (LAA) sub-
mitted a list of 756 government sites. Upon in-
vestigation, the task team found the reality to be 
far worse: 1,601 sites were surveyed, with 1,214 

Of these, 97 had been mysteriously transferred 
to private individuals, transactions that remain 
under investigation. An additional 232 sites were 
validated, but 59 are already in dispute and six 
have been encroached upon. The picture emerg-
ing is one of widespread land capture facilitated 
by state neglect.

The chaos extends to the government vehicle 

100 pieces of heavy machinery. Yet Fleet Servic-
es Lesotho records only 987 vehicles. In contrast, 
Engen Petroleum’s fueling contract indicates that 
at one point nearly 3,900 vehicles were regis-
tered, with over 3,000 still active. 

The discrepancies raise questions about where 

The Ministry of Trade, Industry and Business 
Development has suffered a dramatic 72 percent 
shortfall in planned revenue collection from busi-

of the government’s two-year waiver programme 
aimed at supporting small enterprises.

The waiver, introduced to encourage micro, 
small, and medium enterprises (MSMEs) to join 
the formal economy, exempts new businesses 
from paying registration and licensing fees. 

The initiative was designed to ease entry into 
the market, allowing young entrepreneurs and 

-

creating pathways for them to expand and diver-
sify.

during a sitting of the National Assembly when 
the report of the Portfolio Committee on the Eco-
nomic and Development Cluster on the Business 
Licensing Regulations (Amendment) Regulations, 
2025 was tabled.

According to the Ministry, the regulations were 
crafted under sections 25 and 44 of the Business 

government’s broader policy direction to address 
the country’s high unemployment rate, particular-
ly among the youth.

Presenting the committee’s report, Chairper-
son Sello Hakane told parliamentarians that the 

the missing vehicles have gone, who is using 
them, and why accountability mechanisms have 
collapsed.

In Maseru West, Florida, Europa, and Hillsview, 
vandalised government houses bear testimony to 

-
tings, and collapsing walls have turned once-val-
uable properties into ghostly shells. Instead of 
being refurbished for civil servants or sold trans-
parently to raise revenue, they have been aban-
doned—easy prey for illegal occupants. 

The task team has already issued eviction no-
tices to individuals found unlawfully occupying 
government residences and sites, yet questions 
linger as to how such occupations were allowed 

Acting on tips in Hlotse, the task team uncov-
ered names of individuals and companies occu-
pying prime government sites, including Mo-
chochonono Investment (Raheem Family Trust), 
Sigma Properties, Michael Keele, Boloetsi Senti, 

factored into the Ministry’s budget.
“The Ministry stated that the Department of 

One-Stop Business Facilitation Centre (OBFC) has 
to-date only collected revenue of M582,891.00 
from issuance of company licenses, compared to 
its planned collection of M1,369,500.00.

“Additionally, it has to-date only collected 
M962,000.00 for business registration, compared 
to its planned collection of M4,084,000.00. This 
indicates a cumulative loss of M3,908,609.00 
(72%) compared to an approved collection of 
M9,608,000.00 for the Financial Year 2025/2026,” 
reads the report.

On 2 September, the Minister of Trade, present-
ed the amendment regulations, which were then 
referred to the committee for consideration in line 
with parliamentary standing orders.

The committee subsequently invited the Min-
istry to explain the new regulations and update 
legislators on progress made in registering new 
businesses.

waiver, which exempts businesses from paying 
fees between July 2025 and August 2027, has 

collections. 
While the Ministry initially anticipated regis-

tering 7,000 new businesses, it has already regis-
-

itive for entrepreneurship, has directly translated 
into reduced revenue for the Ministry.

Nthabiseng Mofolo, Liam Paleho, Tefo Khoanya-
ne, and Seqeno Khang. While some, such as Mo-
chochonono Investments and Liam Paleho, have 
agreed to surrender properties, others have re-
sisted.

A civil case has already been launched against 
Keele for encroachment on land belonging to the 
Ministry of Education. Ten other civil cases in-
volving fraud and violations of the Land Act have 
been opened at the Leribe Police Station.

Despite limited resources, the task team has 
managed to recover a handful of assets, including 
two Nissan Hardbody NP300 vehicles, a tractor 
trailer, several laptops, and a number of houses 
and sites. But these represent only a fraction of 
what has been lost. The majority of state assets 
remain unaccounted for, tied up in disputes, or 
simply rotting away.

What makes the situation worse is the institu-
tional paralysis surrounding the task team itself. 
Initially composed of personnel from the Prime 

Hakane told the house that most of the newly 
registered businesses are youth-led, particularly 
by recent school leavers. He called for the crea-

focus on youth entrepreneurship issues, ensuring 
that young business owners receive guidance and 
mentorship.

exempt these businesses from tax obligations. 

they will still be liable to pay taxes, potentially off-
setting some of the Ministry’s immediate revenue 
losses.

Mokhethoaneng constituency legislator, Mok-
hothu Makhalanyane pressed the committee on 
what strategies were in place to boost the econ-
omy and close the revenue gap. In response, 
Hakane said the expectation is that increased 
business registration will, over time, result in 
higher tax collection as these enterprises mature 
and succeed.

He also emphasised the need for the Ministry 
to increase the number of inspectors to ensure 
compliance with tax laws. Another member of 
parliament (MP) Hlalele Letšaba supported the 
bill, stressing that while the Ministry’s revenue 
may fall in the short term, the regulations are 
expected to stimulate job creation and promote 
self-reliance.

“This law should be passed as it is expected 
to create jobs for Basotho, particularly for young 
people. It will positively impact the country’s 

Lesotho Mounted Police Service, the National Se-
curity Service, the Public Service, and the Minis-
try of Finance, the team’s effectiveness has been 
hamstrung by the withdrawal of Ministry of Fi-
nance staff and the absence of a legal framework 
establishing its authority.

Without legislation backing its operations, its 
efforts remain vulnerable to political interference 
and bureaucratic inertia.

Adding to the frustration is the lack of funding. 
Removed from the Prime Minister’s budget, the 
task team struggles to cover even basic opera-
tional expenses such as travel and accommoda-
tion when working outside Maseru. This under-
funding has crippled its ability to pursue cases in 
the districts, allowing asset grabbers to operate 
with impunity.

The PAC has raised serious questions about 
how so many individuals could have gained 
control of government properties without doc-
umentation or accountability. The committee’s 
hearings underscore the scale of dereliction in 
the ministries responsible for safeguarding pub-

either looked the other way or actively facilitated 
the handover of assets to private interests.

The task team has recommended deploying 
members of the security agencies to occupy 
abandoned government houses to prevent fur-
ther illegal takeovers. Yet such stopgap measures 
cannot address the underlying rot. Without a 
comprehensive clean-up of records, stringent en-
forcement of laws, and prosecution of those who 
facilitated the looting, the state risks losing even 
more assets.

The revelations are not just about lost houses 
or vehicles. They point to a deeper crisis of gov-
ernance. State resources meant to serve Basotho 
citizens have been captured through negligence 
and corruption. The consequences are far-reach-
ing: depleted public housing for civil servants, 
weakened service delivery, and a loss of public 
trust in government institutions.

For ordinary Basotho, the sight of abandoned 
houses and missing vehicles symbolises a gov-
ernment unable to safeguard its own property, 
let alone deliver on its promises. The PAC hear-
ings have pulled back the curtain, but unless ur-
gent reforms are undertaken, the decay will only 
deepen.

The shocking state of government asset man-
agement is a mirror of wider dysfunction in the 
state. A culture of impunity and neglect has left 
public resources vulnerable to looting. Without 
decisive action, more properties will slip away, 
and the government will continue to bleed re-
sources it can ill afford to lose.

economy and promote self-reliance,” Letšaba said.
According to the Ministry, the initiative is al-

ready contributing to the economic ecosystem 
by reviving dormant companies, creating oppor-
tunities for vocational school graduates, and en-
abling established businesses to expand into new 
sectors.

-
cerns about the slow progress on certain provi-
sions. Opposition legislator Lebohang Monaheng 
questioned the effectiveness of the new law 
without the implementation of Section 34, which 
designates nearly 50 business sectors exclusively 
for Basotho nationals. Progress on this section, he 
noted, has been slow, potentially undermining the 
intended protection for local entrepreneurs.

In adopting the report, the committee urged 
parliament to approve the amendment regula-
tions along with its recommendations. Among 

to provide guidance for new business applicants 
during the waiver period, helping them navigate 
the value chain and understand the broader busi-
ness environment.

The committee further recommended expand-
ing public education campaigns to help Basotho 
adapt to the changing business landscape. It also 
called for an increase in the number of inspectors 
to strengthen compliance, and for the decentrali-
sation of the registration and licensing process to 
make it more transparent and accessible nation-
wide.

The Ministry’s 72 percent revenue shortfall 

pressures and long-term economic development 
goals. While the waiver has deprived the Ministry 
of millions in anticipated revenue, it has simul-
taneously unlocked opportunities for thousands 
of new businesses, many led by youth, who now 
have a formal platform to grow.

Thoboloko Ntšonyane
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Position

Reports to

system

1.0  Summary of the Job Description:

2.0  List of Duties.
2.1  Receiving:
       Develop, implement and review the procedures in relation to:

2.1.1
2.1.2
2.1.3
2.1.4
2.1.5

2.2   Warehousing.
        Develop, implement and review procedures in relation to:

2.3   Dispatch.
       Develop, implement and review procedures in relation to:

2.3.1
2.3.2
2.3.3
2.3.4

2.4   General.
        Develop, implement and review procedures in relation to:

2.4.1
2.4.2
2.4.3
2.4.4
2.4.5
2.4.6
2.4.7

3.0   Performance Standards.
3.1
3.2
3.3 
3.4 
3.3

The closing date for applications is 10th October 2025 at 16:30.

NATIONAL DRUG SERVICE 
ORGANIZATION

DOC NO L4-HRD-GEN-72

Page Page 1 of 2

Revision No 00

Effective Date 01 September 2025

Revision Date  31 August 2027

Title: L4-GEN-HRD-72 Advertisement of a position

OPEN INTERNATIONAL COMPETITIVE TENDER
LES/ IEC/TEN/PAN/ 2025-2026/04

DESCIPTION

Number Description Quantity

1 Database Server 1

2 User Acceptance 
Testing (UAT)/Test 
Server

1

BIDDING DOCUMENT

ument at a NON-Refundable fee of M2 200.00 (Two Thousand and Two 
Hundred Maloti only])

Payment of bid document must be made at 2nd Floor Election 
House, Finance Department. The receipt issued must be taken to the of-

 
EVALUATION CRITERIA

Technical weight 70% Financial weight    30%

Financial Capability:

OR

pliance above

references 

ty Provisions

Implementation Plan

TENDER NOTICE

and documentation completeness

MANDATORY REQUIREMENTS
• 
• 
• 

• Provide Bid Security of M 260,000.00

• 

• 

N.B
• 

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

• 
• 
• “Supply, 

Delivery and Assembling of Hardware Servers”
“technical bid”

• 

• 

On or be-
fore 12:30pm Tuesday 4th November 2025
date at 14:30hours at 1st Floor Boardroom

“Supply, Delivery and Assembling of Servers”

The Procurement Unit

E-mail: tenders@iec.org.ls
The Independent Electoral Commission of Lesotho reserves the right to 
accept or reject any or all tenders.

________________
Procurement Unit-IEC

FOR THE SUPPLY, DELIVERY, AND INSTALLATION OF HEAVY-DUTY PHOTOCOPIER MACHINE
ITT NO: MOE/ADMIN/1-2025/2026

DATE:4 SEPTEMBER,2025
1. The Ministry of Energy hereby invites 

-
ders for the supply and delivery of one 
Heavy Duty Photocopier Machine. The 

document. 

2. A complete set of bidding documents, in 
English, may be purchased on the sub-
mission of a non-refundable fee of Two 
Thousand (2000.00) Maloti or its equiv-
alent in any convertible currency, net of 
all bank charges from the Procurement 
Unit, Ministry of Energy (MOE) Gov-
ernment Complex, Africa House 3rd 
Floor. The method of payment will be 
by bank transfer/deposit only, payable at 

Main Revenue Epicor 10, Account Num-
ber 0101403715016, Reference Minis-
try of Energy sale of Tender document. 
The proof of payment must be taken to 

Sekhametsi 
Building, 2nd Floor, Kingsway Mase-
ru where a receipt will be issued. The 
receipt should then be submitted to the 

documents shall be obtained.
The Tender documents will be obtainable 
from the 15th September 2025 to 9th Oc-
tober, 2025

3. Mandatory Documents
• -

• 

INVITATION TO TENDER (ITT)

THE MINISTRY OF ENERGY (MOE)

• Copy of valid Trader’s License.
• 
• Reference letters from recent institu-

• 
• Minimum experience of contracts of 

a similar nature and magnitude ex-

• 
-

tion and audited accounts statement 

• 
tendering.

4. 
of the tenderers and marked as follows 
“SUPPLY, DELIVERY AND INSTALLA-
TION OF HEAVY-DUTY PHOTOCOPI-
ER MACHINE” must be deposited in the 
tender box situated at the Foyer at the 
Ministry’s Head Quarters, Government 
Complex, Africa House 3rd Floor. The 
closing date for submission of tenders 
is on/or before the 23rd  October 2025. 
Electronic bidding shall not be permitted. 
Late bids will be rejected. 

5. Tenders will be opened in the presence of 
the tenderers’ representatives who may 
choose to attend in person on the 23th 
October,2025 at 14:30hrs. Tenders shall 
be submitted in one (1) original and four 
(4) copies in a sealed envelope.

The Lesotho National Development Corporation (LNDC) invites sealed
tenders from locally registered and experienced Marketing,
Promotional and Branding Service providers for supply and delivery of
Corporate Branding and Promotional material. 

A Compulsory pre-bid meeting shall be held on Thursday, 9th of
October 2025 at 10:00 am, at Development House Block A, Level 7
(Audio Visual Room).

Interested and eligible bidders may obtain the tender document by
paying a non-refundable fee of one thousand five hundred Maloti
(M1,500.00) directly to LNDC bank account and submit proof of
payment at the Finance Office at LNDC Development House Block A,
Level 6.

Tenders must be deposited in the tender box situated at the 1st Floor
of LNDC Development House Block A, Reception area on or before
Thursday, 23rd of October 2025 at 10:00AM. 
 
The tender box will be opened publicly immediately thereafter.
Submissions received after the deadline will not be considered.
 
All tenders must be accompanied by valid copies of traders’ licence, tax
clearance, and proof of authorized signatory. A Margin of Preference
will be applicable as per the LNDC Procurement Policy.
 
The LNDC reserves the right to cancel the tender, reject any or all
tenders without assigning any reason thereof. The LNDC is not bound
to accept the lowest or any bid.

INVITATION TO TENDER
SUPPLY & DELIVERY OF PROMOTIONAL
AND BRANDING MATERIAL 
 

Block A, Development House
Kingsway Road Private Bag A96
Maseru 100
 
TEL: 22231000 / 22312012
info@lndc.org.ls | www.lndc.org.ls
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• President Donald Trump on Thursday signed an executive order approving 
a proposed deal that would keep TikTok alive in the U.S.

• Under the deal’s terms, which China must still approve, a new joint-venture 
company will oversee TikTok’s U.S. business while ByteDance holds less 
than 20% of the stock.

• Vice President JD Vance said the transaction values the business at $14 
billion, but no purchase price was provided.

Trump approves TikTok deal 
through executive order, Vance 
says business valued at $14 billion

Jonathan Vanian 
President Donald Trump on Thursday (yes-
terday) signed an executive order approving 
a proposal that would keep TikTok alive in 
the U.S. in a transaction that Vice President JD 
Vance said values the business at $14 billion.

-
-

-

-

have previously estimated TikTok’s U.S. oper-

$35 billion.
-

reported Monday.
Trump said over the weekend that conserv-

ative media baron Rupert Murdoch and his 

TikTok deal as well as Ellison and Dell Technol-

The president last week signed an executive 

-

national security law that would penalize app 
-

to TikTok’s U.S. operations.
CNBC

-
ported earlier Thursday. 

acknowledged that a transaction is taking 

-
ment has made changes to laws that would be 

Jinping gave the deal the go ahead. Vance said 

-

will oversee the app’s security operations and 
continue providing cloud computing services 

the ownership group and that his company is 
“playing a very big part.”

-

way.”

AI Digital Shift 
Conference 2025
Be Pa r t  of a 
G a me - Cha ngi ng  
E x p e r i e n ce  T h a t  
Wi l l  E l eva te  Yo u r  
Business and Future!
Discover cutting-edge insights, 
network with industry leaders, and 
unlock new opportunities in AI and 
digital transformation.

29 SEPT
M O N D A Y A M P M

09 - 01 AMERICAN CORNER
S T A T E  L I B R A R Y  M A S E R U

F O R  M O R E  I N F O  C A L L  U S  H E R E  

(+266) 2231 4267

nzuluAI

POSTPONED
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Mountain Sizzlers fire up Lesotho 
with bold flavors and big dreams

Arts

Pitmaster Libuseng Rakhomo

On Saturday, 20 September 2025, Mmelesi Lodge in 
the historic foothills of Thaba-Bosiu came alive with 

meats.

of pitmasters, hosted an exclusive daytime preview 
reception that gave Basotho a mouth-watering 
glimpse of what lies ahead at their highly anticipat-
ed event next year. 

Guests were treated to an extraordinary culinary 
-

cies. But it was the exotic crocodile meat that stole 
the spotlight, leaving many attendees both sur-
prised and delighted.

Executive Chef and Pitmaster Anton Vermeulen, 
-

buseng Rakhomo, brought their skills to the grill, 
showcasing a powerful mix of creativity and global 

this year by Mokone and Rakhomo, who drew inspi-
ration from years of exposure to the art of smoking 
meats in South Africa. Their idea was simple yet 
groundbreaking: bring the energy, knowledge, and 

-
tho.

Their vision received a major boost in August 
2025 when they competed at the South Africa 
Fire Smoke and Meat Association Championships 

-
petitors, the duo secured third place in the beef cat-

-

Speaking at the preview event, Rakhomo ex-

plained that their aim is to share this energy with 
Basotho, building a culture of food, meat smoking, 
and pitmaster experiences that connect people 

-
sion extends beyond food culture into entrepreneur-
ship. He emphasised the importance of recognising 
food as a viable market where chefs and pitmasters 
in Lesotho can carve out professional opportunities. 

Too many graduates and skilled cooks, he said, 
are overlooked, and initiatives like this can help 
them market themselves while demonstrating the 
value of their expertise.

and pitmasters in Lesotho by creating opportunities 
that are both creative and economically sustainable. 
This fusion of food and entrepreneurship, Mokone 

to take up space in the industry.
-

ence of Executive Chef and Pitmaster Anton Ver-

mastery of wild meats. He shared lessons from his 
experiences at major food events across the border 
and encouraged Basotho to embrace the upcoming 
festival next year, promising an unforgettable line-
up of wild meat smoking experiences.

One of the highlights of the day was Anton’s mas-
terclass on crocodile meat, where he explained his 
special method of preparation. He revealed that he 
marinated the meat with pineapple and honey, serv-
ing it alongside sweetened potatoes. 

The combination, he explained, works because 
crocodile tastes like a cross between chicken and 

-

the three components together.
For many guests, the opportunity to try crocodile 

Before closing his session, Anton made a heart-
felt callout to all Basotho, urging them to support 

event.
“This is only the beginning. Next year, we are 

bringing big smoking to Lesotho, and we need Ba-
sotho to stand with us, celebrate with us, and show 

he said.
He also appealed to companies, sponsors, and lo-

cal businesses to back the initiative, noting that their 
support could elevate the event into one of the most 
exciting culinary festivals in the region. 

“With strong backing, we can build something 
that not only feeds the appetite but also grows Le-

Anton added.
The crowd responded with enthusiasm, voicing 

their excitement not only for the food but also for the 
promise of next year’s event. 

Comments from attendees captured the mood 
of the afternoon: “Looking forward to next year’s 

Another shared, “The crocodile was the best, it 

I would taste crocodile meat in my life. I cannot wait 

-
troduced locally.

Among the special guests was South African 
content creator Dali Monageng, who attended to 
capture the atmosphere and document the unique 

event. His presence highlighted the potential for such 
gatherings to attract attention beyond Lesotho’s bor-
ders, showcasing the country as an emerging hub for 
distinctive culinary and entertainment experiences.

The preview therefore served as both a cultural 
celebration and an international networking oppor-
tunity.

As the afternoon drew to a close, one thing was 
clear: the event was more than just a tasting. It was a 
cultural statement. By combining tradition, entrepre-
neurship, and international expertise, The Mountain 

Lesotho’s food and entertainment industry.
As Mokone explained, the group’s aim is to show-

Lesotho, while creating a platform for those who 
want to share their experiences with food and meat 
smoking.

Fusi Hlaoli
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Chris Theko 

Ntate Stunna: The 
voice of a generation
Few artists embody the spirit of a nation quite 
like Ntate Stunna. From his humble begin-
nings in Lesotho to the international stage, his 
journey has been a mix of cultural pride, bold 
experimentation, and unshakable resilience. 
In this exclusive conversation with Newsday, 
Stunna opens up about his career growth, the 
birth of Free Strata, his vision for Sesotho Fash-
ioneng, his highly anticipated album Mosotho 
Gauteng, and the legacy he hopes to leave be-
hind.

Newsday: People often call you “the voice of a 
generation.” When you look back at your jour-
ney, what does that mean to you?

Ntate Stunna (NS): Like everything in life, it 
came in stages. When I started out, I was just look-
ing up to the biggest local guys at that time. I just 
wanted my reach to be as big as Lesotho. But when 
my music started echoing as far as the Free State, 
that was when I started dreaming bigger.

Being called the ‘voice of a generation’ actually 
makes sense to me, because I have grown with my 
people. Some of them discovered my music back in 
high school, and now they are part of the working 
class — still entertained by the same voice they fell 
in love with over a decade ago. It is humbling to 
know my sound has been the soundtrack to their 
growth.

Newsaday: What were some of the key mo-
ments that made you feel like you were really 
breaking through?

NS: There have been a few key moments. One 

crowd rap my lyrics word for word hit different. 
Another was crossing the border, performing in 
neighboring countries, and realising my music 
was resonating beyond Lesotho. Then there are 

seeing strangers wearing Sesotho Fashioneng. 
Each of those moments was like a validation stamp.

Newsday: Coming from Lesotho, what chal-
lenges have shaped your path?

what I’ve been exposed to. I see myself as “six 
gun spice” — when I come into something, I have 

wanting to make it outside my home country and 
everything I have ever known. So it’s all about my 
experience.

Newsday: What kind of sound can people ex-
pect from it?

NS: It was planned to be a dance album, so not 
much Free Strata, but other sounds that are mainly 

-
gles because it gives us an idea of what people are 
consuming more, and singles perform way better 
than albums lately. The idea was to be spontane-
ous, and that’s what people will hear. All the sin-
gles were dropped after reaching at least 100,000 
streams of the previous release.

Newsday: How does it feel to inspire a gener-
ation of young Basotho?

NS: It is such a big deal to me and it warms my 
heart. That’s where I used to be growing up, being 
a fan, and I know how it feels. So it means I’ve cre-
ated a path that inspires the next generation.

Newsday: What responsibility comes with 
being the voice of a generation?

NS: 
make it. I made it this far, but I have an even big-
ger responsibility to end well. There are a lot of big 
names that made it but fame and money destroyed 
them. I don’t want to be one of those. I’m in a po-
sition where parents use me as an example of suc-
cess when their kids say they want to do music.

Newsday: Beyond music, what is the bigger 
dream?

NS: I am inspired by 50 Cent — the rapper and 
businessman he is. He started and ended well, 
moving from being a rapper to being a business-
man in multiple sectors. That’s exactly what I want. 
I want Penya Play to be a big production company 

looking forward to the growth.
Newsday: Before we close, can you share 

what Malome Vector meant to you?
NS: Vector has indeed left a void that cannot 

be closed until today. Sometimes I get mad at him 
for leaving me without a warning, but it is one of 
those things where no one knew, and that is why 
it still hurts. On a personal and professional level, 
there are things I could only share with him and 
him alone ,  that is the gap he left, things I can’t tell 
him now.

Newsday: How has your music evolved over 
the years?

NS: I guess I have always been rooted in culture. 

style was exposed to that sound which was trend-
-

sic has always been inspired by what I consume. 
When I was into trap, my style changed, and later 

-
stream, I did a song called “Skupu,” even though 
the main genre locally was tshepe. 

Newsday: You have pioneered the subgenre 
Free Strata. How did it come about?

NS: I was inspired by the uniqueness of the 
sound created by 2Point1 in their track “Batho 
Bana ke Bana,” which was a hit back in 2018/19. 
The one thing that caught my attention was the 
drum set in it. Later, I worked with 2Point1 and we 
released “Stimela,” which was a hit but we couldn’t 
classify it.

-
cided to give the subgenre a name and push it as 
a Free State and Lesotho amapiano sound. That’s 
how Free Strata was born.

Newsday: Do you see Free Strata growing 
into a bigger movement?

NS: I hope it does grow into a big movement, but 
because it is a subgenre, it will depend a lot on the 
growth of amapiano as a whole.

Newsday: The Sesotho Fashioneng festival 
is returning in December. What do you hope it 
becomes?

NS: I love that Basotho took the event very seri-

not a Ntate Stunna event, but a Basotho festival 
that celebrates big headlines such as Sannere, Lit-
sepe, and others over the years. Let it be a Basotho 
celebration of our music and culture in a modern 
way.

Newsday: How do you see the link between 
music and fashion?

NS: -
pearance and how they represent themselves. 

I have a clothing line called Sesotho Fashioneng. It 
is my style, and I wear it. We even see it with some 
awards, where an artist will be recognized for best 
style.

Newsday: Fans are anticipating your upcom-
ing album Mosotho Gauteng. What’s the story 
behind it?

NS: The story is that everything is a result of 

NS: The industry here is still growing, so there 
aren’t as many structures or resources compared 
to bigger markets. Things like quality studio time, 
marketing budgets, or even access to platforms 
were a real struggle.

But those challenges built my character. They 
pushed me to innovate and create my own path 
instead of waiting for opportunities. And I think 
that’s why people connect with my story — they 
see the hustle, they see someone who started with 
nothing but belief, and still managed to break bar-
riers.
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Matlama’s slow league 
start raises alarm bells

Lioli cling to slim 
hope of CAF miracle

Seabata Mahao

Seabata Mahao
Lioli Football Club’s much-anticipated re-
turn to continental competition ended in 
disappointment last Saturday when they 
suffered a 3–0 defeat to South African 

the CAF Champions League preliminary 
round.

The match, hosted by Lioli in Free State 
South Africa, saw Tse Nala make a come 
back to Africa’s elite competition after 
years of absence.

Yet despite their heavy defeat, the 

ready to throw in the towel ahead of the 
decisive second leg in Johannesburg.

Lioli now face an uphill battle in tomor-
row’s return leg, where they must over-

Africa’s most experienced and formidable 
clubs.

And while the task may appear insur-
mountable, head coach Bongani Maseko 
believes his side still has a chance.

“We are not giving up. It was a tough re-
sult, yes, but we have seen comebacks be-

until the end,” Maseko said after last Sat-
urday’s loss.

CAF Champions League appearance since 
2017. The club was unable to compete in 
last season’s edition due to Lesotho’s sta-
dium infrastructure failing to meet CAF re-

Football Association (LeFA).
Having reclaimed the domestic league 

title earlier this year, Lioli had returned to 

Lioli FC in CAF preliminary stage action with Orlando Pirates Fc

tactical adjustments after the break but 
credited his players’ resilience in the open-
ing 45 minutes.

-
pecially in our transitions and defensive 
shape,” Maseko noted. 

“But in the second half, they changed 
their approach. We tried to close the cen-
tral areas, but they attacked us from the 

Lioli’s coach conceded that his side’s at-
tempt to chase a goal left them vulnerable 
to Pirates’ counter-attacks but stressed 
the importance of learning from the expe-
rience.

“We were aiming to get at least one goal. 
Unfortunately, we got caught on the coun-
ter while pushing forward. Still, we take 
some positives and will review the footage 
carefully to prepare for the second leg.”

On the other side, Pirates head coach 
Abdeslam Ouaddou praised his team’s tac-

-
ing that Lioli’s defensive organisation had 
forced them to adapt.

“We expected a compact and defensive 
Lioli, so we tried to break through the 
middle early on. When that did not work, 
we moved the ball wide and took advan-
tage. Our second-half substitutions gave us 
more options up front, and that changed 
the game.”

that come with managing a club of Pirates’ 
stature.

“With a big team like Pirates, expecta-
tions are high. You are working with top 
players, but keeping them focused and in 
sync is always a challenge,” he concluded.

continental football with high hopes, those 
fading hopes now rest on tomorrow’s de-
manding assignment.

In Saturday’s clash, Lioli began strongly, 
pressing Pirates high up the pitch and de-

-
sure, frustrating the home side and going 
into the break with the scores still level.

The second half, however, proved deci-
sive. Pirates’ striker Tshegofatso Mabasa 

with a powerful header, capitalising on a 

tally, punishing a defensive lapse as Lioli 
struggled to regain composure.

The Soweto giants sealed the game in 
the closing stages when substitute Oswin 
Appollis calmly slotted in a third goal, leav-
ing Lioli with a mountain to climb in the 
return leg.

-
ted that his side were undone by Pirates’ 

For a club that has built its reputation on 

whistle of the season, Matlama Football 
Club’s sluggish start to the 2025/26 Vo-
dacom Premier League (VPL) campaign is 
raising more questions than answers.

Last Sunday, Tse Putsoa were held to a 
frustrating goalless draw by league new-
comers Maroala FC at the LCS Grounds, a 
result that followed a 1–1 stalemate against 
Lijabatho FC on the opening weekend. 

Two games, two draws, and just a single 
goal to show for it, hardly the statement 
Matlama supporters had hoped for. Tradi-
tionally, Matlama are known to set the early 
pace in the title race, using their pedigree 

This time, however, they look a shadow 
of that formidable side, and for new head 
coach Shalane Lehohla, the slow start has 
added an unwelcome layer of pressure 
as he tries to impose his philosophy on a 

Following the stalemate against Maroala, 
Lehohla admitted that his team fell short of 
expectations.

“In every game, our goal is to win, but 
football can go either way,” he said. 

“We are still building a new, fresh team, 
and most players are not yet used to play-

our rhythm.”

The coach has been keen to emphasise 
patience, describing the season as “a mara-
thon.” Yet, in the context of Matlama’s lofty 
standards, patience is a rare commodity. 
Their faithful supporters, accustomed to 
blistering starts and dominant displays, 
have found little consolation in the rhetoric 
of “building phases” and “long-term vision.”

Lehohla has already made bold moves 
by introducing several new faces into the 
starting line-up, a clear attempt to stamp 
his identity on the team. But with just one 
goal in two matches, the experiment has so 
far looked more like a gamble than a mas-

terstroke.
“The most important aspect is scoring 

goals. No matter how well we play, if we 
do not put the ball in the net, it counts 
for nothing. We need to build the players’ 

match,” Lehohla admitted.
That attacking bluntness has been anoth-

title challengers has always been under-

of cutting edge is fast becoming the story of 
their season.

“If the team does not win, supporters will 

be disappointed, but what matters is stick-
ing together and working towards a strong-
er side,” Lehohla added, clearly aware of the 
growing tension in the terraces.

Meanwhile, their opponents Maroala had 
every reason to celebrate. For the rookies, 
a goalless draw against a club of Matlama’s 
stature was a milestone in their maiden 

Mohooanyane hailed the result as progress 
after his side opened the season with a 2–0 
loss to LDF FC.

“Coming from a defeat to a draw is pro-
gress. We managed to correct some of the 

-
ne said.

He also admitted that his players initial-
ly showed “too much respect” to a heavy-
weight like Matlama but praised their im-
proved mentality and spirit.

“There was talk that Maroala has been 

in truth, there are no tough games. It simply 
means we are now competing at the high-
est level,” he said.

booster for Maroala, while it was another 
reminder for Matlama that their season has 
begun in a crawl rather than a sprint.

Matlama next face a wounded LDF FC 
side, following their 2-1 defeat by the re-

further expose their current fragility if im-
provements are not made.
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LCS stadium bounces back

The Lesotho Correctional Services 
-

mitted as a host venue for Vodacom 
Premier League (VPL) matches, ending 

-

after the Premier League Management 
-

-
-

to its home ground, forcing the team to 
-

Seabata Mahao -

-

-

-

Correctional Services management, 

-
-

He added that after negotiations 

-
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Lesotho Correctional Services (LCS) Ground

-
tal value, having their home ground 

-

The readmission of the LCS Ground 
-
-
-

-

-
ration in sustaining infrastructure and 

-
-

-

Since its reinstatement, the LCS 
-

com Premier League matches, includ-

-
-

-


