
19 December - 25 December 2025 1

Critical blood shortage looms as festive 
season kicks off

AFCON kicks off in Morocco as Africa’s finest 
gather for festive football feast

www.newsdayonline.co.ls

Health Sports

Page 7

Vol 07  No 44 M6.0019 - 25 December 2025

Page 15

T & Cs Apply

|

   Scan to
predit now!

Predict the score of 14 matches &
stand to win up to M100,000 daily.

Ts & Cs Apply

Dial *303*01# or scan the QR code to predict

Just for M5

Page 2

EXCLUSIVE: INSIDE 
US-LESOTHO HEALTH DEAL

Ready. Set. Shop!
Bank on great deals at 
the National Market Day

January

• Sends Basotho health data to Washington until 2050

• No exit for Lesotho, highways out for the U.S.

• U.S. embassy defends the deal



2 19 December - 25 December 2025

years,” reads the document.
In practical terms, this means if a new 

virus, drug-resistant bacteria, or unknown 
fever emerges in Mohale’s Hoek or Mokhot-
long, samples taken from Basotho patients 

-
tories within a week. Every time. For a gen-
eration.

Equally alarming is the mandated 25-year 
health data sharing agreement outlined in 

-
quired to transmit extensive national health 
data, including disease surveillance infor-

government for reporting to the American 
Congress.

negotiate a data-sharing arrangement that 
includes the elements set out in Appendix 
5 for the purpose of exchanging data on the 

for appropriated funds. Both participants 
expect this data sharing arrangement to 

the document.
The draft offers no detailed provisions on 

how this data will be anonymised, stored, 
or protected from misuse or breaches. In 
an era of digital espionage and commercial 
data mining, critics warn that Basotho’s 
health privacy is being bargained away.

Although framed as a technical health 

only the current government but future 
administrations that were not party to the 
negotiations, may pursue different public 
health strategies, and could operate under 
entirely different geopolitical conditions.

Newsday was unable to independently 
verify, at the time of publication, whether 

the draft circulated ahead of negotiations.
While the agreement was signed on be-

-
ter of Finance and Development Planning, 
Dr Retšelisitsoe Matlanyane, the document 
has not been made public, raising further 
concerns about transparency and account-
ability.

Efforts by this publication to obtain a 
comment from Dr Matlanyane were unsuc-
cessful yesterday. Minister Mpotjoane, to 
whom the draft was transmitted and who 
was invited to the negotiations, was also un-
reachable at the time of going to print.

-
bassy in Maseru said it would not comment 
on or release the text of what it described as 
private diplomatic communications.

In a written response sent via email, the 
embassy spokesperson said:

“We will not comment on or provide the 
text of private diplomatic communications, 

text. The agreement belongs to the Govern-

-
propriate of us to publicise it without their 
consent.”

-

our nations.”
The embassy sought to allay concerns 

over data sovereignty and privacy, explain-

long-standing and well-established da-
ta-sharing practices that are limited to ag-
gregated, programmatic data.

According to the embassy, such data is 
required for planning, monitoring progress, 

impact of American health investments.
The spokesperson further stated that the 

-
sotho’s ownership of public health data and 
would phase out parallel data systems cur-
rently maintained by implementing part-
ners.

“While the details of the data-sharing 
agreement are pending further discussion, 
it is anticipated that the agreement will not 
create any new data-sharing requirements,” 
the spokesperson said.

The embassy stressed that under the 
-
-

sotho would retain full ownership and con-
trol of all data in accordance with its laws.

“All data-sharing processes will continue 

and approval mechanisms,” the spokesper-
son emphasised.

The embassy added that the same type 

key stakeholders and donors for years to 
demonstrate programme results would 
continue to be shared for a limited period, 
to ensure transparency and accountability 

-
sotho to strengthen data systems and pro-
tect PII through secure systems and data 
governance,” the spokesperson said. “The 
agreement maintains long-standing prac-
tices and helps ensure strong, secure data 

while also ensuring the highest level of ac-

The spokesperson further stated that the 

for either government and that all pro-
grammes will continue to operate within 
existing national legal frameworks.

-

-

providing any funding in support of activi-
-

in ensuring the process metrics outlined in 

complete and maintained.

on-site access, or other information needed 

-
-

government.”

Staff Reporter
-

that in exchange for critical health funding, 

its citizens’ biological samples and highly 

-
ing the country until 2050.

building what it described as “resilient, 
self-reliant, and durable health systems” in 
both countries.

-

-
-

health system.
-
-

lion in line with its National Development 

-

-
partment, working with Congress, intends 

the health workforce, improve data sys-
tems, and enhance disease surveillance and 
outbreak response.

-
-

“From internet connectivity for health 
clinics to advanced robotics delivery of 

that mutually advance health care and the 

local economy,” said Thomas “Tommy” Pig-
-

person, in a statement.

-
ted to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 

ahead of negotiations held at Mpilo Bou-

In a diplomatic note accompanying the 
-

jone Mpotjoane to attend the negotiations.

America presents its compliments to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Internation-

has the honour to invite Honourable Minis-
-

regarding the funding and management of 
Foreign Assistance for Health Programs in 

for Health Policy and Diplomacy Mamadi 

for review.
Buried deep in the draft, however, are 

provisions that critics say point to long-
term dependency, erosion of sovereignty, 
and what some health and governance 
experts are describing as a “neo-colonial 
pipeline” for Basotho genetic material and 
health intelligence.

for a 25-year specimen-sharing arrange-

negotiate a specimen sharing arrangement 
that includes the elements set out in Appen-

specimens and related data, including ge-
netic sequence data, of detected pathogens 

-
ipants intend this specimen sharing ar-
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designated agents can demand access to 
randomly selected clinics, patient records 
(with data access), and operational data. 
Lesotho has no reciprocal right to audit U.S. 
processes or implementing partners in the 
same way.

Section 4.4 further gives the U.S. the right 
to scrutinise Lesotho’s government spend-
ing and logistics to ensure no U.S. funds are 
misused and that Lesotho is meeting its 
co-funding promises.

It states: “Lesotho acknowledges that so 
long as the U.S. government is providing any 
funding in support of activities described in 
Section 2.2, 2.3, and/or 2.4 of this MOU, the 

-
rial interest in ensuring Lesotho is making 
its committed co-investment.

“To this end, Lesotho commits to provide 
the U.S. government with any data access or 
information needed to audit any accounts 
from which or to which co-investment fund-
ing is being provided.”

There is no clause allowing Lesotho to au-
-

cy of the U.S. funding mechanisms.
Responding to these concerns, the U.S. 

Embassy in Maseru said yesterday that the 
agreement was co-developed through what 
it described as robust negotiations and re-

-
cluding protecting citizens of both countries 
while strengthening Lesotho’s health sys-

The embassy maintained that the MoU re-
inforces, rather than undermines, Lesotho’s 
sovereignty by supporting the country to 
assume full ownership of its health systems.

“Lesotho retains full authority over all 
decisions, systems, and funds,” the spokes-
person said.

“The United States is providing Lesotho 
with up to US$232 million through this 
agreement, while Lesotho is also commit-
ting additional funding to its own health 
system. No other country provides any-
where near this level of support for saving 
the lives of Basotho, and this comes on top 
of more than US$1 billion in U.S. health as-

sistance over the past two decades.”

negotiated the MoU were involved at every 
stage of the process and would also lead its 
implementation, with a clear understanding 
that every cent must be used responsibly to 
meet the agreement’s ambitious goals.

According to the embassy, the MoU is de-
signed to strengthen Lesotho’s institutional 
capacity and includes performance bench-
marks and audit mechanisms to ensure the 
proper use of both American and Lesotho 
taxpayer funds.

“Both governments have agreed to the 
creation of robust audit mechanisms to 

period. If, beyond that, the Government of 
Lesotho wishes to conduct further audits, 
that would be welcomed,” the spokesperson 
said.

The embassy further argued that the MoU 
marks a shift away from the traditional do-
nor model, moving instead toward direct 
government-to-government collaboration 
and co-investment.

“We agree that the Government of the 
Kingdom of Lesotho should have full knowl-
edge and oversight of health-related activi-
ties within its borders,” the spokesperson 
said.

The MoU provides the United States with 
-

duce or terminate funding, placing the risk 
of breach almost entirely on Lesotho.

Section 4.6 (Effect of Failure to Provide 
Data) states that: “Lesotho acknowledges 
that failure to provide the data access or in-
formation requested under 4.2, 4.3, 4.4, or 
4.5 could result in changes in the planned 
assistance … and/or discontinuation of this 
MoU by the U.S. Government.”

Section 4.7 applies the same sanction to 
Lesotho’s failure to honour the long-term 
specimen and data-sharing commitments 
under Sections 2.1.2 and 2.5.2, allowing the 
U.S. to alter or withdraw funding.

Section 5.1 (Co-Investment Require-
ments) is even more explicit:

“In the event that Lesotho does not make 

the required co-investment outlined in Sec-
tions 2.2.3, 2.3.3 and/or 2.4.3 within the 

-
ment may unilaterally reduce or cease pro-
viding funding to Lesotho under this MoU in 
future years.”

Similarly, Section 5.2 (Performance In-
centives) allows the U.S. to “substantially 
decrease or eliminate funding” if Lesotho 
fails to meet agreed health outcome targets.

Together, these provisions establish a re-
gime of strict conditionality for Lesotho. The 
United States, however, faces no equivalent 
penalties. Its central obligation, funding, is 

The U.S. Embassy in Maseru said Lesotho 
“is free to withdraw from the agreement at 
any time” and that the MoU is intended to 
serve the interests of both countries.

“We believe it is in both our nations’ inter-
ests to maintain this agreement, including 
U.S. foreign assistance and co-investment 
from the Government of Lesotho, with sup-
port and knowledge sharing to ease the 
transition to the Government of Lesotho 
maintaining full responsibility for its health-
care system after 2030,” the embassy said.

Also, by contrast, U.S. funding commit-
ments are shielded by Section 6.8, which 
makes all assistance “subject to the avail-
ability of funds, personnel, and other re-
sources,” a clause that turns funding prom-
ises into conditional intentions rather than 
guarantees.

Section 6.8 states: “Participants acknowl-
edge that this MOU is intended to exclu-
sively cover activities funded by the U.S. 
Department of State and Lesotho. All ac-
tivities described in and/or pursued by the 
participants under this MOU are subject to 
the availability of funds, personnel, and oth-
er resources.”

This means that every dollar promised is 
prefaced with ‘if we have it.’ This standard 

for not delivering full funding, based on its 
own internal budgetary processes.

Lesotho’s co-investment commitments 

obligations, not subject to a similar ‘if our 
budget allows’ caveat.

Section 6.9 (Legal Status), the most criti-
cal clause states: “This MOU is not an inter-
national agreement and does not give rise to 
legal rights and obligations under interna-
tional or domestic law.”

This is the cornerstone of the imbalance. 
The U.S.’s audit powers, termination rights, 
and Lesotho’s compliance duties are all 
framed within an operational document 
that carries no legal weight for the U.S.

If the U.S. were to breach the MOU, for ex-
ample, by not providing promised funds, Le-
sotho has no legal recourse in international 
or U.S. courts.

Conversely, the U.S. can enforce Lesotho’s 
compliance through the very real, immedi-
ate threat of withdrawing assistance, as de-
tailed in Sections 4.6, 4.7, and 5.1.

The enforcement mechanism is practical 
(aid withdrawal), not legal, and it is a tool 
that only one party holds.

Finally, the MOU demands that Lesotho 
change its domestic legal and regulatory 
framework to align with U.S. interests.

Section 2.7, second bullet, states: “Leso-
tho commits to modify its regulations and/
or laws by December 31, 2026, to recognise 
approval from the United States Food & 
Drug Administration (FDA) as meeting all 
similarly required regulatory approvals by 
the Lesotho Medical Regulatory Authority 
(LEMERA).”

This undermines the sovereignty and pur-
pose of LEMERA.

It turns the U.S. FDA into the de facto reg-
ulator for Lesotho for any medical products. 
It prioritises U.S. regulatory timelines and 
decisions over Lesotho’s own capacity to 
assess what is safe and appropriate for its 
population.

This is a profound concession of national 
regulatory autonomy.

Taken together, the draft MOU reveals an 
agreement that offers short-term health 
funding at the cost of long-term sovereignty, 
regulatory independence, and control over 
biological and health data.
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Polihali Dam rises above riverbed

Untapped tourism in LHWP can unlock 
economic development - Majodina

Another major milestone has been 
reached in the construction of the Le-
sotho Highlands Water Project (LHWP) 
Phase II, with the Polihali Dam achieving 
a critical stage in its development.

The dam has now reached a rockfill 
placement elevation of 1 977 metres, 65 
metres above the riverbed, following an 
intense construction push in 2025 that 
saw more than six million cubic metres 
of rock placed by the end of November.

According to the Lesotho Highlands 
Development Authority (LHDA), the main 
dam wall is currently achieving a rockfill 
placement rate of over 22 000 cubic me-
tres per day, an amount equivalent to fill-
ing nine Olympic-sized swimming pools 
daily.

The saddle dam is also advancing 
steadily, with more than 154 000 cubic 
metres of rock already placed.

In total, approximately 14 million cubic 
metres of rock will be required to com-
plete the Polihali Dam. Once finished, it 
will be a concrete-faced rockfill dam larg-
er than the 145-metre-high Mohale Dam 
constructed during Phase I of the LHWP.

The basal rock, each layer weighing 
about 3.5 tonnes per square metre, is 
sourced from a quarry located within 
the dam basin itself. Once the dam is in-
undated, the quarry will be completely 
submerged.

LHDA explained that blasting opera-
tions at the quarry are conducted with 
precision to ensure the rock is broken 
into optimal sizes.

This allows excavators to load the ma-

terial directly onto dump trucks without 
additional processing before it is trans-
ported to the dam site, where it is placed 
and compacted in layers up to 0.8 metres 
thick.

Operating on a two-shift system, 
roughly 2 700 truckloads of rock are 
transported daily from the quarry to the 
dam embankment.

When completed, the Polihali Dam will 
surpass Mohale Dam, which was once the 
largest rockfill dam in Africa, in scale. 
The embankment will rise to 166 me-
tres, with a crest measuring 921 metres 
in length and nine metres in width. At its 
base, the dam will span approximately 

490 metres.
The dam’s associated infrastructure 

includes a spillway, intake tower, bottom 
outlet, compensation outlet structure, 
and a small hydropower station. It will 
create a vast reservoir on the Senqu and 
Khubelu rivers, covering a surface area of 
5 053 hectares and holding up to 2 325 
million cubic metres of water at full sup-
ply level.

Construction of the Polihali Dam is be-
ing carried out by the SUN Joint Venture, 
comprising China’s Sinohydro Bureau 8 
and Sinohydro Bureau 14, South Africa’s 
Unik Civil Engineering, and Lesotho’s 
Nthane Brothers. Subcontractors include 

South Africa’s Melki Civils and Plant Hire 
and Mecsa Construction, Lesotho’s Sigma 
Construction, and China’s Kunming Engi-
neering.

Supervision of the works is being un-
dertaken by the Matla a Metsi Joint Ven-
ture, which includes South Africa’s GIBB 
and Mpamot Africa, France’s Tractebel 
Engineering SA/Coyne et Bellier, and Le-
sotho’s LYMA Consulting Engineers.

Once Phase II is complete, the LHWP 
will increase the annual water transfer 
capacity from 780 million cubic metres 
to 1 270 million cubic metres, helping to 
meet South Africa’s growing water de-
mand.

At the same time, the increased water 
flows from Polihali are expected to boost 
hydropower generation in Lesotho, con-
tributing to domestic electricity supply 
and reducing the country’s reliance on 
imported power.

As construction gathers pace, the Poli-
hali Dam is fast emerging as one of the 
most significant infrastructure projects 
in the region, reshaping both Lesotho’s 
landscape and its strategic role in region-
al water and energy security.

The Lesotho Highlands Development 
Authority (LHDA) and South Africa’s 
Trans-Caledon Tunnel Authority (TCTA) 
have been urged to place tourism and hos-
pitality development at the top of their pri-
orities under the Lesotho Highlands Water 
Project Phase II (LHWP II), a move that 

tial for both nations in the Southern African 
region.

This call was made during a high-level 
site visit by Lesotho’s Minister of Natural 
Resources, Mohlomi Moleko, and South 
Africa’s Minister of Water and Sanitation, 
Pamela Majodina, who toured Katse Lodge, 
the Botanical Garden, Campsite and Car-
avan Park, as well as Katse Dam. The visit 
formed part of the second leg of the minis-
ters’ oversight tour of LHWP II sites.

Speaking during the visit, Minister Ma-
jodina emphasised the importance of fully 
utilising tourism and hospitality facilities 
developed under the project. She urged 
both LHDA and TCTA to actively promote 
these sites as part of sustainable econom-
ic development, noting that tourism could 

munities beyond water infrastructure.
The untapped tourism potential within 

LHWP represents a critical opportunity for 
regional economic development. Accord-
ing to research on tourism’s impact in the 
Lesotho Highlands, the project has created 
substantial infrastructure that could sup-
port sustainable tourism growth, including 
improved road networks and telecommu-
nications facilities that enhance access to 
remote highland areas. 

The spectacular Katse Dam, Africa’s sec-
ond-largest double-curvature arch dam, 

has already attracted thousands of visitors 
since its construction, demonstrating mar-
ket demand for highland tourism experi-
ences.

International Water Power magazine 
notes that improved roads and telecommu-

cantly enhance tourism potential in Leso-
tho’s Eastern Highlands. The region offers 
unique attractions including the highest 
botanical garden in the Southern Hemi-
sphere at 2,230 meters altitude, home to 

over 500 indigenous plant species, along-

pony trekking, and cultural experiences 
with Basotho communities.

The Minister also called for greater trans-
parency in infrastructure development and 
expenditure, particularly regarding roads 
and public facilities constructed as part of 
the project’s broader social and economic 
obligations.

The tour, organised by LHDA, highlighted 
the continued cooperation and commit-

ment between the Kingdom of Lesotho and 
the Republic of South Africa in strengthen-
ing regional water security and advancing 
large-scale infrastructure development.

LHWP is a multi-billion Maloti/Rand 
bi-national project between the two gov-
ernments, focusing on water transfer to 
South Africa, hydropower generation for 
Lesotho, and various ancillary develop-
ments aimed at improving livelihoods in 
project-affected areas.

LHWP II’s strategic goals extend beyond 
water transfer and include Muela commer-
cialisation, the proposed Oxbow Hydro-

and other development initiatives. 
Through partnerships with the Lesotho 

Tourism Development Corporation (LTDC), 
LHDA has supported community-based 
tourism training for 39 homestay operators 
and tour guides, as well as craft production 
training for 19 local participants.

Communities in the project areas have al-

including improved road networks, better 
access to health services and schools, and 
electricity supply. The project also aims 
to strengthen climate resilience, enhance 
food security, diversify the local economy, 
improve agricultural linkages and promote 
social cohesion.

With construction of the Polihali Trans-
fer Tunnel now 48 percent complete, the 
ministers stressed the urgency of ensuring 
that social facilities and community devel-
opment projects are fully operational, in 
line with the project’s commitments to af-
fected communities.

of Lesotho and South Africa to ensure that 
LHWP II delivers not only water and energy 
security, but also lasting social and econom-
ic development for the people of Lesotho.
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PAC draws line in the sand 
as offi cials run to court

Affected communities demand 
people-centred review of water treaty

The Chairperson of the Public Accounts Com-
mittee (PAC), ‘Machabane Lemphane-Letsie, has 
vowed that Parliament’s watchdog will not re-
treat from its constitutional duty to demand ac-

in the Auditor-General’s reports.
Speaking at the High Court this week, Lem-

phane-Letsie expressed shock that individuals 
who have not yet appeared before the Committee 
are among those seeking to interdict its work.

“There are people we have not even interrogat-
ed, yet they are part of the application to stop the 
Committee,” she said, making it clear that the PAC 
will continue to ask hard questions and will not 
be intimidated.

Her remarks came after the High Court, sitting 
as the Constitutional Court, issued an order sus-
pending the PAC’s sittings, which were probing 

tor-General’s report.
The Committee’s oversight unearthed what 

volving the wife of the Minister of Foreign Affairs 
and International Relations, ‘Maitumeleng Mpot-
joane. PAC established that she allegedly sat on 
both the evaluation and procurement committees 
for a controversial tender linked to the private 

gued that the PAC was harassing witnesses and 
overstepping its mandate. In an interview with 
this publication, Lemphane-Letsie rejected these 
claims outright, insisting that the Committee does 

Communities whose livelihoods have been dis-
rupted by the Lesotho Highlands Water Project 
(LHWP) are demanding that the long-awaited re-
view of the Lesotho–South Africa Treaty be driven 
by their interests, warning that development im-
posed without their meaningful participation has 
left many poorer, displaced, and marginalised.

The call was made during the recently con-
cluded third Stakeholders’ Conference on Human 
Rights and Development, convened over two days 
by the Seinoli Legal Centre, a local non-govern-
mental organisation that supports communities 
affected by large-scale development projects to 
safeguard their social, economic, and environ-
mental rights.

Affected community members said they want 
to be placed at the centre of the treaty review pro-
cess, arguing that decisions about dams, roads, 
and related infrastructure have historically been 
made without adequately considering their lives, 
livelihoods, and long-term well-being.

Acting Executive Director of Seinoli Legal Cen-
tre, Advocate Lepeli Moeketsi, said the conference 
was held under the theme “From Advocacy to Ac-
tion: Building Inclusive Pathways for Human Rights 
and Development.”

“We gather here as part of our collective effort 
to support government in ensuring that its call for, 
and implementation of, the review of the Lesotho 

ed in human rights and in the voices of affected 
communities,” Moeketsi said.

“It is not for us to review the Treaty. That re-
sponsibility lies with the government, but com-
munities must be heard.”

Lecturer at the National University of Lesotho 
(NUL), Setšabi Setšabi, argued that Basotho were 
historically sidelined when the Treaty was negoti-
ated and must now be given a meaningful oppor-
tunity to reshape it.

“When the Treaty was prepared and signed, 
South Africa had the upper hand,” he said. “Baso-
tho must now be present at all levels, from grass-
roots communities to professionals, so the Treaty 

not harass anyone but simply asks tough ques-
tions in line with its oversight role.

“This Committee will not relent,” she said.

cials appeared before the PAC for only two days 
and then stopped attending sittings altogether. 
Their absence forced the Committee to instruct 
the Clerk of the National Assembly to issue war-
rants of arrest to compel their attendance.

the courts seeking to block the PAC from contin-
uing its work.

aging Director Dr Makhoase Ranyali and Human 
Resources Manager Thenjiew Dlangamadla, both 
of whom are the applicants in the case.

They have cited the Clerk of the National As-
sembly, the PAC, the Directorate on Corruption 
and Economic Offences (DCEO), the Ministry 
of Health, the Auditor-General, and the Attor-

tively.

among other reliefs, an order staying the execu-

termination of the matter. They are also asking 
the court to compel the respondents to submit a 

istry of Health.
Additionally, the applicants want the Clerk of 

the National Assembly ordered to forward the 
Hansard records of PAC proceedings held on De-

PAC sittings remain suspended following the 
court order and the matter has been stood down 

ed to present oral arguments.

junta in Lesotho and commits both governments 
to the implementation and operation of the pro-
ject, rolled out in phases.

roads and bridges, as well as hydropower genera-
tion. Article 4(1) of the Treaty states that the pur-
pose of the project is to regulate and divert water 
from the Senqu/Orange River system to South Af-
rica while utilising the delivery system to generate 
hydro-electric power in Lesotho.

However, speakers at the conference argued 

heavy cost for local communities.
Participants emphasised that the project in-

cludes obligations relating to environmental 
protection, compensation, and resettlement, yet 
many affected households continue to struggle 
years after relocation. They argued that when 
people are excluded from decisions that directly 
affect their lives, development outcomes tend to 
be unjust and unsustainable.

Sustainability emerged as a central concern, 
with affected communities insisting that develop-
ment must respond to their social, economic, and 
cultural realities if it is to endure.

Nthakeng Selinyane, one of the panellists, said 
it is critical to understand how communities 
sustained themselves before the construction of 
LHWP infrastructure.

“Livelihoods are not just about income,” Selin-
yane said. “They include land, grazing, farming, 

their families.”
Affected residents said that before construction 

for grazing. Today, many have lost that land, forc-
ing some to sell livestock to survive.

‘Malerato Pule, who was relocated during the 
construction of the Mohale Dam, said she was 
moved to Ha Thetsane in Maseru to make way for 
the project. Another affected resident, Lakabane 
Mokoatsi, who was relocated from Mohale and 
now lives in Thuathe, Berea, said several promises 

“I was promised access to water, but I still have 
to buy it,” Mokoatsi said. He added that the loss of 

turned to the courts in an apparent attempt to 
avoid appearing before a parliamentary commit-
tee.

Transport previously sought court intervention 
when they were questioned over alleged irregu-
larities in the awarding of tenders for the reha-
bilitation of Moshoeshoe I International Airport.

More recently, the board and staff of the Leso-
tho Electricity Company (LEC) also approached 
the courts, seeking an interdict to halt proceed-
ings before the Public Accounts Committee (PAC). 
LEC sought to stop the Committee from question-
ing its operations, a move that some observers 
viewed as an attempt to delay or derail the in-
quiry.

The application was lodged at a time when the 

agement and fraud at the power utility. LEC had 
come under sustained criticism following a series 
of controversial and irregular transactions, rais-
ing serious concerns about its governance and 
future direction.

In its court papers, LEC argued that the PAC 
had acted ultra vires, beyond its legal powers, in 

grazing land forced him to sell part of his livestock.
Communities also called for soil testing to be 

conducted before relocation and at resettlement 
sites to ensure they can continue farming. Where 
soil is unsuitable, they said alternative arrange-
ments should be made.

Investigative journalist Billy Ntaote of the MNN 
Centre for Investigative Journalism highlighted 

before the construction of dams, communities re-

since been imposed.
“Local communities are restricted on when and 

allowed to operate in dams like Katse,” Ntaote 
said. “That disadvantages local people and weak-
ens local economies.”

Some participants proposed that land used for 
LHWP infrastructure should be leased to commu-
nities, allowing them to hold shares and receive 
monthly rentals as compensation for disrupted 
livelihoods.

Gender equality and social inclusion expert Dr 
’Mamoeketsi Ntho challenged communities to be 
assertive and organised.

“Communities must form cooperatives and de-

from shade nets, underground irrigation, and 
even hydroponic farming to ensure year-round 
food production.

Relocated residents also raised concerns about 
deteriorating living conditions. ’Mathabelang Pit-
seng, now living in Lesia after being moved from 
Ha-Mohale, complained of water pollution and 

the manner in which it conducted its oversight.
However, the PAC Chairperson has drawn a 

not retreat from its mandate to ensure accounta-
bility in the use of public funds.

At the time the court order was issued, the PAC 

begun the previous week and were scheduled to 
continue this week, but were suspended follow-
ing the court’s intervention.

During oral arguments, the applicants’ lawyer, 
Advocate Christopher Lephuthing, submitted 
that his clients were being “harassed” by the PAC. 
He further argued that the Committee was over-
reaching by asking questions outside the scope of 
the Auditor-General’s report.

Lephuthing told the court that his clients did 
not abscond from the proceedings but had in-
stead requested that questions be submitted in 
writing, claiming the Committee was not well co-
ordinated. He added that the questioning extend-
ed to procurement-related issues.

Representing the respondents, Advocate ‘Ma-
letsatsi Kao rejected the claims, arguing that the 
applicants had failed to demonstrate the urgency 
required for the matter to be heard on an urgent 
basis. She maintained that the applicants were 
themselves at fault for failing to honour invita-
tions to appear before the Committee.

On the allegation that the PAC had overreached 
its mandate, Advocate Kao pointed out that this 
complaint had not be en placed on record before 
the court.

The matter is before a full bench of the High 
Court comprising Chief Justice Sakoane Sakoane, 
Judge Fumane Khabo and Judge Moneuoa Kopo.

homes,” she said. “We feel abandoned despite 
promises of better living conditions.”

It also emerged during discussions that poverty 
and unemployment have exposed some commu-
nity members to sexual exploitation.

Organisational Development Manager at Seino-
li Legal Centre, Lerato Rabatho, said there is a se-
rious lack of data on the lived realities of affected 
communities. She revealed that no comprehen-
sive study was conducted even during Phase I of 
the project.

“When we enquired, we realised that from 
Phase I there was no proper study to understand 
the situation of the people,” Rabatho said.

In August this year, the Lesotho Highlands De-
velopment Authority (LHDA) announced it had 
disbursed more than M154 million in compensa-
tion to communities affected by Phase II construc-
tion activities.

Minister of Natural Resources Mohlomi Mol-
eko, speaking at the conference, said he and his 
South African counterpart, Pemmy Majodina, 
have directed that all outstanding compensation 

The push for accountability gained further mo-
mentum following a recent Court of Appeal judg-

pensated. The court ruled that LHDA has a legal 
duty to compensate communities affected by the 
LHWP, a duty guaranteed by the Constitution, the 
LHWP Treaty, and the Lesotho Highlands Devel-

The court made it clear that this responsibility 
cannot be avoided or delayed by government or 
administrative policies.
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The Notice is hereby made that, EXPRESS 
MODELLING (PTY) LTD (57908) is being dereg-
istered with the Register of Companies Lesotho.
Any objection to this matter should be forwarded 
the following address: 
REGISTER OF COMPANIES
MASERU
LESOTHO
Contacts +266-22326647

NOTICE OF COMPANY DEREGISTRATION

The Notice is hereby made that, APPLE WOOD 
(PTY) LTD (57902) is being deregistered with 
the Register of Companies Lesotho.
Any objection to this matter should be forwarded 
the following address: 
REGISTER OF COMPANIES
MASERU
LESOTHO
Contacts +266-22326647

NOTICE OF COMPANY DEREGISTRATION

The Notice is hereby made that, GOLDEN 
ENTERPRISES PTY LTD is being deregistered 
with the Register of Companies Lesotho.
Any objection to this matter should be forwarded 
the following address: 
REGISTER OF COMPANIES
MASERU
LESOTHO
Contacts +266-22326647

NOTICE OF COMPANY DEREGISTRATION

The Notice is hereby made that, STAR PROP-
ERTY (PTY) LTD (57905) is being deregistered 
with the Register of Companies Lesotho.
Any objection to this matter should be forwarded 
the following address: 
REGISTER OF COMPANIES
MASERU
LESOTHO
Contacts +266-22326647

NOTICE OF COMPANY DEREGISTRATION

The Notice is hereby made that, MASERU 101 
(PTY) LTD (57906) is being deregistered with 
the Register of Companies Lesotho.
Any objection to this matter should be forwarded 
the following address: 
REGISTER OF COMPANIES
MASERU
LESOTHO
Contacts +266-22326647

NOTICE OF COMPANY DEREGISTRATION

The Notice is hereby made that, TRADE VIEW 
(PTY) LTD (57904) is being deregistered with 
the Register of Companies Lesotho.
Any objection to this matter should be forwarded 
the following address: 
REGISTER OF COMPANIES
MASERU
LESOTHO
Contacts +266-22326647

NOTICE OF COMPANY DEREGISTRATION

The Notice is hereby made that, 
WIP-13 (PTY) LTD (57909) is being deregistered 
with the Register of Companies Lesotho.
Any objection to this matter should be forwarded 
the following address: 
REGISTER OF COMPANIES
MASERU
LESOTHO
Contacts +266-22326647

NOTICE OF COMPANY DEREGISTRATION

Seabata Mahao

Seabata Mahao

Reclaiming Lesotho’s status 
as the region’s food basket

Econet puts smiles on 
senior citizens’ faces

CAFI Managing Director, Chaba Mokuku

Econet Telecom Lesotho at Kanana Elders Home

As Lesotho prepares for crucial Public-Private Dia-
logue sessions, a bold vision of restoring the Moun-
tain Kingdom’s historic position as a major agricul-
tural exporter to Southern Africa is emerging. 

This after Chaba Mokuku, the Managing Direc-
tor of the Competitiveness and Financial Inclusion 
(CAFI) Project, challenged stakeholders to think 
beyond incremental improvements.

agricultural exporter, supplying grain and mohair 
to South African mining camps, before declining 
agricultural output transformed the nation into a 
net food importer. 

Now, through a landmark partnership formal-
ised in October 2024, the government and private 
sector leaders are working to reverse that trajec-
tory.

Mokuku stressed the urgent need for sustained 
collaboration. He challenged stakeholders to envi-
sion Lesotho reclaiming its historic position as an 
exporter of high-quality agricultural commodities, 
a goal he said is only attainable through coordinat-
ed action that links policy reform with practical, 
on-the-ground support.

Telecommunications giant Econet Telecom Lesotho 
(ETL) has reinforced its reputation as a socially re-
sponsible corporate citizen by delivering groceries 
and household essentials to Kanana Old Age Home 
and 25 elderly residents from surrounding villages.

The handover ceremony, held at Ha Lekhobanya-

Days to Christmas Campaign, an annual corporate 
social responsibility initiative aimed at supporting 
vulnerable communities across the country during 
the festive season.

Addressing stakeholders at the event, ETL’s Chief 

leadership and inclusive development.
“Our elderly citizens deserve to feel valued, pro-

tected and celebrated. As Econet, we are committed 
to ensuring that no one is left behind during a sea-
son that symbolises love, compassion and generos-
ity,” Plaatjies said.

“Today’s gesture, though modest, should inspire 
Lesotho’s business sector to actively support the 
vulnerable and less privileged.”

Plaatjies added that ETL recognises the critical 
role played by institutions such as old age homes in 
supporting disadvantaged members of society. 

“As the ETL family, we are humbled to contribute 
to their incredible efforts in caring for our elders,” he 
said.

The October 2024 Memorandum of Understand-
ing between the Government of Lesotho and the 
private sector establishes a predictable, institution-
alised platform for dialogue designed to strengthen 
policy coherence, transparency, and consistency in 
implementing investment-climate reforms. 

Under this framework, both parties have com-
mitted to driving reforms aimed at boosting trade, 

Gender and Social Development Pitso Lesaoana, 
who praised Econet for complementing government 
efforts in social protection.

“ETL sets an inspiring example of how corporate 
partners can uplift vulnerable populations in our 
society. Public–private collaboration is essential 
in safeguarding the welfare of our senior citizens. 
Interventions like these strengthen our national re-
sponsibility to ensure the elderly live with dignity,” 
Lesaoana said.

Representing Kanana Old Age Home, Sister Sylvia 

attracting investment, and expanding private-sec-
tor competitiveness.

The World Bank-funded CAFI Project, which 
runs from July 2022 to June 2028 with $52.5 mil-

-
matic working groups, one for Textile and Apparel, 
another for Agriculture and Food Security. Their 
mandate extends beyond discussion to delivering 

-
comes across key value chains.

Speaking on behalf of the Principal Secretary of 
the Ministry of Agriculture, Food Security and Nu-
trition during a recent meeting of the Agriculture 
and Food Security thematic working group (TWG), 
Deputy Principal Secretary Johanne Masiea cap-
tured the shift in expectations.

“This TWG is not a talk space; it is an account-
-

tion of bottlenecks, prioritization of high-impact 
reforms, and measurable progress that strength-
ens our farmers, agribusinesses, and national food 
security.”

Representatives of the Lesotho National Farm-
ers’ Union (LENAFU) and the Lesotho National 
Dairy Board welcomed the formation of the work-
ing group, calling it a long-overdue platform to 

amplify farmers’ voices in national policy reforms. 
LENAFU emphasised the persistent challenges 
facing producers, from high input costs to limited 
market access.

“Our producers face persistent constraints… and 
only a coordinated reform process will unlock the 
sector’s full potential. We stand ready to contribute 
evidence, priorities, and solutions that strengthen 
commercial agriculture while protecting the liveli-
hoods of smallholder farmers.”

The Dairy Board described the initiative as crit-
ical in stabilizing and modernizing the dairy value 
chain. “The sector needs clear regulatory align-
ment, upgraded production systems, and predict-
able standards that enable local processors and 
farmers to compete regionally. This TWG provides 
the structure required to drive those reforms.”

Aligned with this vision is the Lesotho Enter-
prise Assistance Programme (LEAP), a matching 
grant scheme under the CAFI Project that contin-

-
ing advanced machinery and modern production 
technologies. The programme aims to strengthen 
production capacity, enhance value-chain compet-
itiveness, and prepare local agribusinesses for the 
demands of regional and global markets.

CAFI has already incubated 150 enterprises, 
including 92 women-led and 111 youth-led busi-
nesses, creating over 1,200 jobs. The project has 
also established the Lesotho Horticultural Incuba-
tion and Training Centre at Mahobong in Leribe 
district, scaling commercial fruit farming to meet 
both domestic and export market demands.

Together, the MoU, the thematic working groups, 
and the CAFI-supported initiatives signal a deci-
sive shift toward building a coherent and resilient 
investment ecosystem. The strengthened partner-
ship lays the groundwork for evidence-based pol-
icymaking, faster reform delivery, and increased 

CHANGE OF REGISTERED AND BUSINESS ADDRESS PHYSIOTHERAPHY AND OUTREACH 
PROGRAM(PTY), REGISTRATION NUMBER: 80616 “THE COMPANY”
KINDLY TAKE NOTE THAT THE COMPANY HEREBY CHANGES ITS REGISTERED 
AND BUSINESS ADDRESSES TO THE FOLLOWING ADDRESS:
THE WORKSHOP C/O
ABIA HIGH SCHOOL
HA SELESO
MASERU, LESOTHO

CHANGE OF REGISTERED AND BUSINESS ADDRESS 

FOR ENQUIRIES PLEASE CONTACT:
E-LEGAL SOLUTIONS INC
CARLTON CENTER 
3RD FLOOR, ROOM 310

KINGSWAY ROAD
MASERU 100
TEL (+266) 22310849/ (+266) 
56281601

expressed heartfelt appreciation for both the mate-
rial support and the personal engagement shown by 
Econet staff.

“Beyond the groceries and essentials, what 
touched us most was the companionship and joy 
brought to the home today. Our residents felt seen, 
respected and valued. Initiatives like the 12 Days to 
Christmas restore our hope and remind us of the 
true spirit of Christmas,” she said.

In addition to the donation, Econet employees 
assisted with light chores around the facility, helped 
prepare a festive meal and presented individual care 
packages to invited elders from nearby villages.
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Over 1,000 eye patients waiting due 
to broken equipment

Ntsoaki Motaung

Health

A critical shortage of working medical equip-
ment is severely impacting eye care services 
in Lesotho, leaving over 1,000 patients wait-
ing for crucial surgeries at the Maseru District 
Hospital.

The main issue stems from a broken micro-
scope at a key hospital, which is essential for 
complex procedures like cataract and glauco-
ma operations.

An Ophthalmologist, Dr. Wenjun Fan, speak-

than 1,000 patients were booked in for eye 
surgery before his suspension. However, these 
operations are being delayed because the mi-
croscope needed for detailed procedures is 
broken.

Fan said the broken microscope is vital for 
treating conditions like cataracts and glauco-
ma. While simpler surgeries for conditions 
like squint can sometimes proceed without 
the microscope, the majority of complex cases 
are on hold.

Fan stated that they had previously in-
formed the management about the broken 

six months.
The general eye situation in Lesotho is de-

scribed by Fan as “very bad.” Glaucoma, a con-
dition where high eye pressure damages the 
optic nerve and causes blindness, is particular-
ly prevalent.

He said, Glaucoma is common in patients 
over 20 years old in Lesotho. The genetic risk 
for glaucoma is noted to be “very high” com-
pared to other racial groups, such as white or 
Asian people.

The issue of limited equipment extends be-
yond the main hospital. While other hospitals 
like Mafeteng Hospital and Motebang Hospital 
have microscopes, these are often not fully uti-
lised.

He said the microscope at Motebang Hos-
pital is only used for one week a year by an 
American team, and attempts by him to trans-
fer it for more regular use were unsuccessful.

A National Eye Program, which used to 
bring equipment and services country-wide, 
has been inactive since before COVID-19.

He indicated that the inability to perform 

timely operations due to poor management 
and broken machinery is causing immense 
suffering for patients across the country.

He indicated that in Lesotho, there are nurs-
es trained on basic eye screening, while there 
are few doctors to perform surgeries if needed, 
and they are expensive, so some people cannot 
afford them.  

The Lesotho National League of the Vis-
ually Impaired Persons (LNLVIP) has joined 
the outcry, expressing deep concern over the 
deteriorating situation. Jeremane Teele, Presi-

that the waiting list at the Mohloli-oa-Bophelo 
Training and Rehabilitation Centre already ex-
ceeds 100 people.

“Failure for early prevention, limited screen-
ing, and no access to treatment has resulted in 
many people being permanently blind,” Teele 
stated. He noted that even when the govern-
ment offers services, they are often so slow 
that by the time a patient reaches their surgery 
date, the damage to their eyesight has already 
become advanced and irreversible.

As the hospital management and the medi-
cal staff remain at odds, the LNLVIP is calling 
for better collaboration and urgent interven-
tion to save the sight of hundreds of Basotho 
who are currently being failed by the system.

Kekeletso Motanyane, the Public Relations 

to reassure the public, stating that the eye de-
partment remains operational. According to 
Motanyane, trained nurses are still seeing pa-
tients and managing cases within their exper-
tise.

For cases that require a specialist, Motanya-
ne claimed the hospital has referral measures 
in place. “In such cases, we refer patients to fa-
cilities where there are eye doctors, including 
our tertiary hospital, QMMH (Queen ‘Mamo-
hato Memorial Hospital),” she said.

Call for integration of traditional 
medicine into modern healthcare
In a landmark week for global health, the 
World Health Organisation (WHO) and the 
Government of Lesotho have called for a 
“new era” of healthcare, one that combines 
the ancient wisdom of traditional medicine 
with the rigorous evidence of modern sci-
ence.

From the Second Global Summit on Tra-
ditional Medicine in India to national com-
memorations in Lesotho, the message was 
clear that traditional medicine is no longer 
just a natural option but a vital tool for 
achieving health for all.

Opening the summit in New Delhi on 
Wednesday this week, WHO Director-Gen-
eral Dr. Tedros Adhanom Ghebreyesus high-
lighted that nearly 90 percent of countries 
worldwide use traditional medicine (TM).

“WHO is committed to uniting the wis-
dom of millennia with the power of modern 
science,” said Dr. Tedros. “By harnessing 
innovation from AI to genomics, we can un-
lock the potential of traditional medicine to 
deliver safer, smarter, and more sustainable 
health solutions.”

The summit aimed to push the WHO 
Global Traditional Medicine Strategy 2025–
2034, focusing on better regulation and sci-

Dr. Sylvie Briand, WHO Chief Scientist, 
added that traditional treatments must 
meet the same high standards as modern 
drugs. “We need to apply the same scientif-
ic rigour while respecting biodiversity and 

cultural principles,” 
she stated.

Closer to home, 
Lesotho celebrated 
African Traditional 
Medicine Day with 
a health walk and a 
high-level dialogue 
involving the Min-
istry of Environ-
ment, UNDP, and 
the National Uni-
versity of Lesotho 
(NUL).

M a p h a ka m i l e 
Xingwana (Prin-
cipal Secretary, 
Ministry of Environment urged Basotho to 
reconnect with their roots, noting how tra-
ditional remedies provided vital relief during 
the COVID-19 pandemic.

“We must document and preserve indige-
nous knowledge for future generations,” she 
said, calling for a more organised system for 
traditional practices.

Remaketse Sehlabaka, Member of Parlia-
ment, expressed concern that foreign medi-
cines often overshadow local ones. 

Sehlabaka urged citizens to take pride in 
-

ter informed and appreciate the therapeutic 
potential of our own country’s plants,” he re-
marked.

Dr. Shyama Kuruvilla, WHO Global Tra-

ditional Medicine Centre Representing the 
global perspective, emphasised that this 
movement is an evidence-based, ethical, and 
environmental imperative that helps both 

Despite its popularity, traditional medicine 
receives less than one percent of global health 
research funding. To bridge this gap, the WHO 
launched the Traditional Medicine Global Li-
brary, a digital database of 1.6 million scientif-
ic records to help scientists and doctors study 
ancient remedies safely.

In Lesotho, speakers emphasised that the 
biggest threat to this sector is over-harvest-
ing. Without proper conservation and fair 
trade rules, the plants needed for these medi-
cines could disappear.

Critical 
blood 
shortage 
looms as 
festive 
season 
kicks off

As Lesotho enters the peak of the festive sea-
son, the Ministry of Health has issued an ur-
gent plea for blood donations, revealing that 
the national blood bank is currently operat-
ing on a razor-thin margin.

In a press statement released on Thurs-
day, December 18, 2025, the ministry de-
tailed its Festive Season Preparedness Plan, 
highlighting a precarious situation at the 
Lesotho Blood Transfusion Services (LBTS). 

Currently, the LBTS holds approximate-
ly 250 units of blood. However, this supply 
is not yet ready for clinical use, as it is still 
undergoing mandatory laboratory testing. 
Once cleared, these units will be distributed 
to various hospitals across the country.

While 250 units may sound substantial, 

enough to cover the anticipated surge in 
emergencies between now and mid-January.

“Blood can never be enough, especially 
when in a festive season,” the ministry stat-
ed. “We need more volunteers to donate so 
that we don’t run short and everyone’s life 
is saved.”

The urgency stems from a predictable 
spike in trauma cases during the holidays. 

several high-risk factors that historically 

Accidents, increased travel often leads to 
high-impact collisions, Trauma and Violence, 
a rise in alcohol-related incidents and phys-
ical altercations and Maternal Emergencies, 
ongoing needs for life-saving transfusions 
during childbirth.

To combat the expected pressure on the 
system, the ministry has frozen leave for all 
doctors and limited leave for other essential 
staff.

A “call-back” system is in place for labo-
ratory and pharmacy technicians to ensure 
24/7 coverage.

The government is calling on the public to 
adopt the mantra “Health is our shared re-
sponsibility.” By donating blood now, healthy 
citizens can provide the literal lifeline need-
ed for those who may face emergencies in 
the coming weeks.

The public is encouraged to visit their 
nearest blood collection point or contact the 
Lesotho Blood Transfusion Services to vol-
unteer.

Ntsoaki Motaung

Ntsoaki Motaung
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“This Christmas, let’s address 
youth unemployment – not just 
gifts, but lasting change”

How the country moves

With over 40% of the youth population struggling 
to secure meaningful employment, the repercus-
sions are widespread. Some youth are not looking 
forward to the festive season as they should, be-
cause they cannot afford to buy clothes for their 
kids, even those who have something cannot com-
plete the payout for a lay-bye they did two months 

potential of our young people, and fosters feelings 
of hopelessness and frustration. For many young 
Basotho, the dream of a better future seems in-
creasingly unattainable as they encounter barri-
ers to employment opportunities, education, and 
skills development.

This festive season should remind Prime Minis-
ter, Ministers, and parliamentarians of Lesotho of 
the country’s declaration of youth unemployment 
as a national crisis, and rightly so. As they do braai 
or lie on a beach somewhere, they should not for-
get that our economic future hinges on our ability 
to create opportunities for young people. Howev-
er, addressing this crisis requires more than mere 
words; it demands decisive action. As our leaders 
take a break to celebrate the holidays, we must re-
mind them that youth unemployment cannot be 
postponed. This remains and continues to remain 
an urgent issue needing immediate and sustaina-
ble solutions.

and goodwill. It is a season that celebrates the 
birth of Jesus, who came to bring hope, justice, 
and healing to humanity’s brokenness. For many, 
this time is marked by acts of kindness and the 
spirit of giving. It is also an opportunity for lead-
ers, particularly those in positions of power, to re-

The story of Jesus’ birth offers valuable lessons 

for the leadership of Lesotho. First, it reminds 
us that true leadership is about serving others, 
especially the marginalised and those in need. Je-
sus, born in a humble stable, did not come from 
a position of privilege; his message was one of 
upliftment for the unfortunate and hope for the 
oppressed. Lesotho’s leaders should draw inspi-
ration from this message and recognise that the 
youth of our country, many facing unemployment 
and social exclusion, deserve to be uplifted, just as 
Jesus sought to uplift the vulnerable.

Second, the birth of Jesus represents a new 
beginning, an opportunity for transformation 
and promise. This is the kind of change that the 
youth of Lesotho need. The high youth unemploy-
ment rate among young people is not merely an 
economic issue; it is a social and moral challenge 
that necessitates a shift in how our leaders envi-
sion the future of this country. Jesus’ birth should 
inspire us to believe that a new era is possible, one 
where the youth of Lesotho can secure employ-
ment, build careers, and contribute meaningfully 
to the economy.

Finally, Christmas embodies hope. Amid chal-
lenges and struggles, its message is one of opti-
mism for a better future. This is the hope that our 
young people desperately require. They must be-
lieve that pathways to success and opportunities 
for growth exist. As leaders enjoy their holidays 
and take time to relax, they must remember that 
the nation’s hope rests with the youth. If we do not 
act decisively to combat youth unemployment, we 
risk extinguishing that hope.

In many villages, Christmas fosters communi-
ty gatherings for football tournaments and other 
recreational events. These gatherings provide 
not only an opportunity for enjoyment but also a 

platform for engaging youth in discussions about 
their future. Imagine if the energy and excitement 
of these community events were harnessed to 
address youth unemployment. What if, during a 
football match or a village gathering, young peo-
ple could access information about skills devel-
opment programs, job placement initiatives, or 
entrepreneurial opportunities? These informal 
settings can serve as powerful spaces for mean-
ingful conversations, instilling hope and igniting 
pathways to employment.

As our leaders visit these villages to distribute 
groceries or provide seasonal support, they can 
use these moments to engage directly with the 
youth. Let these tournaments serve not only as 
celebrations but also as connections to programs 
that offer real opportunities. Let leaders remind 
the youth that they are not forgotten, that their 
struggles are recognised, and that their future is a 
priority for those in power.

As Christmas approaches, let us celebrate the 
season of goodwill, hope, and renewal. However, 
let us also acknowledge that for the youth of Le-
sotho, the future is uncertain, and the burden of 
unemployment weighs heavily on their shoulders. 
As our leaders enjoy their holidays, may they be 
reminded that the crisis of youth unemployment 
cannot be ignored! Let the spirit of Christmas 
inspire them to take bold action in the New Year 
that will secure a brighter future for the youth of 
Lesotho.

The birth of Jesus is a message of hope for all, 
especially the marginalised. In this spirit, Leso-
tho’s leaders must act. May they return from their 
holidays with a renewed sense of responsibility, 
understanding that the nation’s future rests in the 
hands of its youth. The Future is NOW!

Beyond rhetoric: Reclaiming parliament’s purpose

Theko Tlebere

Dr. Tšeliso Moroke

As the Christmas season approaches, this is a 
time of rest and celebration for many Basotho, 
inclusive of Lesotho’s leadership, including judg-
es, ministers, and parliamentarians. Many have 
already made plans on how they spent their 
well-deserved break. This period typically sees a 
slowdown in work as the country collectively re-

atmosphere, we must not overlook a critical issue: 
youth unemployment. The Christmas season, 
which commemorates the birth of Jesus, holds 

and those of us living and struggling in this beauti-
ful country. As we close the year, I intentionally de-
cided to close it off by appealing to all leadership 
in Lesotho, by urging them to remain mindful of 
the pressing crisis of high youth unemployment.

Since I will not be able to celebrate Christmas 
the way I am used to this year, I decided to use my 

the most painful realities we are all facing in Leso-
tho as young people. In an era where youth unem-
ployment is an urgent challenge, it’s easy for lead-
ers to become absorbed in the festivities and enjoy 
their hard-earned respite. Yet, as we celebrate the 
joy of Christmas, we must also contemplate the 
future of our nation and the responsibilities that 
come with leadership. The birth of Jesus symbol-
ises hope, renewal, and the promise of better days 
ahead, serving as a reminder that Lesotho’s future 
rests in the hands of its youth. Unfortunately, that 
future is jeopardised if we fail to confront the es-
calating crisis of youth unemployment.

Youth unemployment in Lesotho is a complex 
crisis affecting not only the young individuals 
directly impacted but also the nation as a whole. 

Parliament can no longer afford to remain silent 
while the country sinks deeper into economic 
paralysis and social disarray. With the economy 
trapped in a cul-de-sac, corruption rampant, the 
workforce politicised, and institutions hollowed 
out by patronage, Parliament must pronounce 
itself, clearly, decisively, and honestly.

Instead, what we witness is drift.
Power is no longer exercised for the public 

good, but seized for immediate, often perverse, 
individual interests. Governance is reduced to 
transactional politics valuing survival over solu-
tions and loyalty over competence. State institu-
tions serve as extensions of political networks 
rather than drivers of national development.

At the centre of this challenge sits Parliament.
A legislature without vision risks becoming a 

spectator gallery. Parliament currently lacks a 
clearly articulated national vision, recovery plan, 
and a sense of urgency proportionate to the scale 
of the crisis facing Basotho. While households 
struggle, businesses close, and unemployment 
deepens, Parliament continues its work as if time 
is abundant and consequences are optional.

There is limited evidence of a determined ef-
fort to hold the executive to account. Oversight 
is weak, delayed, or selective. Committees meet 
and write reports, but accountability is routinely 
postponed. Urgent national questions are buried 
under procedure, party lines, and political con-
siderations.

This failure is not only behavioural, it is struc-
tural.

Even the noble intent of the parliamentary 
system faces challenges in the way the Speaker 
of the National Assembly is elected. The Speaker 
is generally chosen by the numerical dominance 
of the governing bloc. This process can be seen 

a position of potential indebtedness to the same 
majority whose conduct they are expected to reg-
ulate.

Under such conditions, impartiality becomes 

chosen by one team, the integrity of the match 
may understandably come into question. This 
structural challenge can erode parliamentary in-

institution’s ability to act as a neutral custodian of 
the national interest.

The consequences of these systemic issues are 
increasingly visible.

Civil servants increasingly evade parliamenta-
ry accountability by running to the courts when-
ever Parliament attempts to exercise oversight. 
They invoke the rule of law and assert their dem-
ocratic right to seek legal protection, a right that 
is legitimate and constitutionally guaranteed.

But the pattern is revealing. What should be 
exceptional has become routine. Litigation is no 
longer used to clarify accountability, but to de-
lay it. Parliamentary summonses are neutralised 
through injunctions. Committee processes are 

public interest suffers in silence.

This is where constitutional clarity becomes es-
sential.

Under the Constitution, Parliament is not a 
subordinate institution. It is a coequal arm of the 
state. Its oversight role is not optional, discretion-
ary, or symbolic. It is foundational to constitu-
tional governance. Parliament is constitutionally 

and scrutinise the actions of the executive and all 
organs of state that utilise public resources.

To suggest that parliamentary oversight in-

understand the Constitution itself. Accountability 
is not a violation of rights; it is a constitutional ob-
ligation attached to the exercise of public power. 
Civil servants do not operate in a vacuum. They 
are entrusted with public authority and public 
funds, and that trust carries an inherent duty to 
account to the people’s representatives.

The courts exist to interpret the law, not to 

gation is frequently used in ways that frustrate 
parliamentary oversight, it risks undermining the 
doctrine of separation of powers rather than pro-
tecting it. A Parliament that is unable to summon, 
question, or demand explanations from public of-

There is further concern regarding Parliament’s 
own response to this erosion of its authority.

Instead of closing ranks to defend its constitu-
tional mandate, parliamentarians are divided on 
a matter central to their existence. There is little 

premacy in oversight. Few express a collective in-

sistence that Parliament must be respected as the 
people’s forum. Instead, hesitation, contradiction, 
and silence prevail.

This division is not accidental. Many in Par-

reform. A weak legislature aids a powerful exec-
utive, a confused Parliament shields a politicised 
bureaucracy, and a compromised system rewards 
those who avoid challenging it.

This raises a fundamental question: Does Par-
liament genuinely intend to transform this coun-
try and help the nation overcome its hardships, or 
are other priorities at play?

Or has Parliament become a comfortable hold-
ing space for political careers, funded by taxpay-
ers who receive little in return?

Basotho pay for Parliament to legislate, to 
scrutinise, and to safeguard the public interest. 
To restore this purpose, Parliament must unify to 

structures, and ensure transparent accountabili-
ty. Only by implementing these clear actions can 

dividends of democracy, accountability, service, 
and progress, that have been steadily squandered.

Parliament was never meant to be silent in 
times of crisis. It was designed to be the people’s 

tion rather than to political convenience. If Parlia-
ment cannot rise to this constitutional moment, 
history will record that when the country needed 
leadership most, its representatives chose com-
fort over courage. And the country continues to 
move, not forward, but nowhere at all.
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Lipholo is not misguided: The Lesotho 
– South Africa land issue in context

The most powerful people in the room 
don’t wear VIP tags; they carry notebooks

On March 29, 2023, a relatively unknown Mem-
ber of Parliament (MP) tabled a motion seeking 
the return of land once stolen from King Mo-
shoeshoe I. A year and a half later, on October 24, 

survey on whether Basotho want their land lost 
to South Africa. 71% of the participants respond-

largest portion of this land he alludes to (129,825 
km²) was stolen through the Bloemfontein Con-
vention of 1854 before being converted into a 

enant Movement (BCM).
Verbatim, the motion read: That this Honoura-

ble House, resolves, pursuant to Section 1(2) of the 
Constitution, to declare the whole of the Free State, 
parts of the Northern Cape, parts of the Eastern 
Cape, parts of Mpumalanga and parts of Kwazulu 
Natal as comprising the territory of the Kingdom of 
Lesotho in line with the United Nations Resolution 
1817(XVII) passed by the General Assembly at its 
1196th Plenary Meeting of 18th December, 1962. 

sentence of the motion, Lipholo’s role is that of a 
catalyst for the enforcement of this old resolution 
of the United Nations. It must be noted that it is 
his motion that got a handful of opportunistic po-
litical parties frantically pronouncing themselves 
on this issue, an issue that none ever mentioned 
anywhere at any given time as part of their polit-
ical programme. In other words, their newfound 
interest in this issue has absolutely nothing to 
do with their political ingenuity, itself a very rare 
commodity in Lesotho political circles. Given the 
importance of this motion in rectifying a very se-
rious historical injustice of land dispossession, it 

things about it: (a) how the United Nations Gen-
eral Assembly came to pass it and (b) why the 
resolution remains unimplemented sixty-three 
years later. 

The journey to UN Resolution 1817(XVII)

General Assembly (UNGA) passed Resolution 
1514 (XV) titled the “Declaration of granting in-
dependence to colonial countries and peoples”. 

the Special Committee on Decolonisation eleven 

twenty-four countries. Africa was represented by 

full-blown frustration of political formations in 

ing reluctance of the government of the United 
Kingdom to implement Resolution 1514 (XV), a 

tries made a total of eight presentations to the 

led by Ntsu Mokhehle in his capacity as President 
of the then Basutoland Congress Party (BCP).

From Lesotho, Mokhehle was accompanied by 
Mr G.P. Ramoreboli. Swaziland was represented 
by Mr J.N. Nquku in his capacity as President of 
the Swaziland Progressive Party (SPP). From Bot-
swana, there was Mr P. Matante in his capacity as 
Deputy President of the Botswana Peoples Party 

General Assembly (UNGA) responded by passing 
the Resolution that forms the backbone of MP 
Lipholo’s motion - UN Resolution 1817(XVII). It 
was titled: Question of Basutoland, Bechuanaland 
and Swaziland. 

The gist of Resolution 1817(XVII)
In line with the concerns outlined by the Mok-

hehle-led petitioners, this resolution outlined all 
conditions to be met by the then administering 
power (UK) for the total decolonisation of these 

set the date of independence in consultation with 

mechanism backed by UN programmes and agen-

ate steps to return land dispossessed in whatever 

that there won’t be any annexation or encroach-

ment of these territories. 
Due to UNGA’s oversight, the government of 

of these six conditions as outlined in Resolution 

cant issue is that all these territories were grant-
ed their rights to self-determination and inde-
pendence. Botswana was granted independence 

their respective independence dates, each of 

nical assistance gestures. Lastly, the aspiration 
of apartheid South Africa to incorporate each of 
these territories never saw the light of day. How-
ever, only one condition was never implemented, 
i.e. condition (5) about returning land dispos-
sessed from these territories.

In the case of Lesotho, two factors are seeming-
ly considered as legitimate causes for this defer-

of the Organisation of African Unity (OAU), pop-

Verbatim, its gist is that the Assembly of Heads of 
State and Governments of the OAU “Solemnly de-
clares that all Member States pledge themselves to 
respect the borders existing on their achievement 
of national independence”.

Africa. Seemingly to avoid this, Lesotho’s foreign 
minister (Lejone Mpotjoane) proposed an ap-
proach different from that of Dr Lipholo. For con-
text’s sake, in January 2025, Lipholo travelled to 
the USA to submit a petition to the United Nations 
after his motion came to nought in parliament. 
Also petitioned were the UNSC, the governments 
of the UK, Lesotho and South Africa. On the other 
hand, the alternate route proposed by Minister 
Mpotjoane entails consulting international polit-
ical analysts. 

However, given the overall perspective of ac-

years about relations between Lesotho and South 
Africa, it is easy to predict the outcome of such 
consultations. Generally described as a small, 
poor country completely surrounded by and de-
pendent on South Africa, Lesotho is advised in 

by being submissive, not assertive. History, how-
ever, proves that this has not minimised but exac-
erbated this vulnerability. Central to this status is 
not its enclave nature, as generally argued. If this 
were the case, San Marino, which is completely 
surrounded by Italy, would be facing similar vul-
nerabilities, but it is not.

On the contrary, the vulnerability of Lesotho is 

and intentional economic subjugation through 

ond one is its political class, which pursues politi-

does not have much to offer by way of develop-

both the government and opposition’s reluctance 
to fully support Dr Lipholo’s motion. Instead, the 
opposition parties hold independent positions 
while the government presents its cowardice as 
diplomacy and hides behind the now-defunct 

What is the Cairo Declaration?

consider the Cairo Declaration? I ask because in 

involving eight African countries were successful-

are as follows. On February 3, 1994, the Interna-
tional Court of Justice (ICJ) ruled in favour of Chad 
in a dispute it had with Libya regarding a 114,000 
km² piece of land called the Aouzou strip. A point 
of reference that gave Chad its victory was a trea-
ty signed by the two countries in 1955 called the 

With no legitimate recourse, Libya was forced 
to withdraw from the territory. On December 13, 
1999, the ICJ ruled in favour of Botswana in a dis-
pute it had with its neighbour, Namibia, regarding 

land. On October 10, 2002, the ICJ ruled in favour 
of Cameroon in a dispute it had with its neigh-

of land called the Bakassi peninsula. Nigeria was 
forced to withdraw from the territory.

Mali and Burkina Faso. Finality was reached in 

Basotho offsetting processes that lead towards 
closure in the pending Lesotho - South Africa land 
issue? Absolutely nothing.

Thato Ramafu

Nkopane Mathibeli

“The land is the only thing in the world 

worth dying for because it is the only thing 
in the world that lasts” – Margaret Mitch-
ell (1900 – 1949)

in the way many organisations continue to 
treat media. In rooms where the brand’s 
story depends on them the most, they’re of-
ten the least prioritised. And yet, long after 
the last guest leaves and the décor is packed 
away, it is the media that keeps the story 
alive.

I have seen this from both sides. I spent 
over two years working directly in news-
rooms, attending events where media were 
sometimes treated as valued partners, and 
other times viewed as an inconvenience. 
I remember the corners we were pushed 
into, the lack of consideration, the dismiss-
ive tone, the sense of being an afterthought. 
It was, frankly, disheartening. Because no 
matter how dazzling the guest list or im-
pressive the venue, nothing communicates 
to the public as the media does.

truth has only become sharper: media is not 

is not a third wheel in the communication 
ecosystem. Media remains one of the most 
powerful, irreplaceable tools in brand posi-
tioning, and anyone working in communi-
cations must understand this with absolute 
clarity.

corporate communicators, whatever the job 
title, we have a responsibility to advocate for 
the media. It is our duty to ensure our organ-
isations understand that the journalists in 

are the bridge between brand intention and 
public perception. And if you cannot treat 
the bridge with respect, how do you expect 
your message to safely cross over?

should always be a priority. Because outside 
the walls of your event, beyond the applause 
and the speeches, it is the media that en-
sures your narrative lands where it needs 

conceptions, contextualise your impact, and 

amplify your work long after the spotlight is 
switched off.

Yet one of the most common gaps I con-
tinue to observe is not only poor media han-
dling, but a lack of understanding of who the 
media truly are. Knowing your media goes 
far beyond comparing readership numbers 
or assuming one outlet is “smaller” or “less 

has a unique strength, its audience, tone, 

message with the right outlet, not simply 
chasing big numbers or familiar names. A 
campaign aimed at shifting consumer be-
haviour may not require the same media 
mix as one focused on policy change or cor-

strategy matters.

box-ticking exercise. It is a skill. A discipline. 
And for those who are unsure how to navi-
gate it, this is precisely why specialists like 

guide, to advise, to train, and to help organ-
isations build healthier, more effective, and 
more respectful relationships with the very 
people who hold their public narratives in 
their hands.

As 2025 comes to a close, I believe the in-

communication is integrated, yes, but inte-
grated does not mean media becomes sec-
ondary. It means the media becomes central 
within a broader, smarter, more intentional 
strategy.

For me, beyond serving clients and shap-
ing brand stories, I stand proudly as a me-
dia advocate. Because I know, from lived 
experience, the power, value, and necessity 
of media in every story worth telling. And I 
will continue to push for a communication 
culture where media is not merely accom-
modated, but respected, understood, and 
prioritised.

It is time we do better. Our brands depend 
on it.
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1. The Government of the Kingdom of Lesotho has received 

Supply, 
Delivery and Installation of Hail Netting for seven (7) farms for Leso-
tho Horticultural Incubation and training Centre (CAFI-WB-G-06).

Supply, Delivery and Installation of Hail Net-
ting for seven (7) farms for Lesotho Horticultural Incubation and 
Training Centre.

Ref Farms Delivery and 
Installation 
Sites

Estimated 
Completion 
Period 
(Weeks)

1.
Farm

4-6

2. 4-6

3. 4-6

4. - 4-6

5.
Farm

4-6

6.
Farm

- 4-6

7. - 4-6

-

SUPPLY, DELIVERY AND INSTALLATION OF HAIL NETTING FOR SEVEN (7) FARMS FOR LESOTHO HORTICULTURAL INCUBATION AND TRAINING CENTRE

INVITATION FOR BIDS 

12/12/2025 at 
14h00

Competitiveness and Financial In-
clusion Project, 1st Floor ‘Matanki House, Corner Balfour and Kingsway 
Road on or before January 15, 2026, at 10h00.

January 15, 2026, at 10h15. 

Ref Farms Amount (LSL)

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

-
-

-

Competitiveness and Financial Inclusion Project
1st Floor ‘Matanki House, Corner Balfour and Kingsway Road

P.O. Box 747, Maseru 100, Lesotho
Tel: 22 315 100

Sixth Edition, 
February 2025

from Competitiveness and Financial Inclusion (CAFI) Project Manage-
ment Unit from following email Address:  and 

 and  
Procurement Unit from 09h00 to 

16h00 hours

-

Nedbank Account Name is: Competitiveness and 
Financial Inclusion Project Maloti Account (Ministry of Trade and 
Industry), Account Number is: 11990167259 and Branch Name is: 
Maseru Branch.

mandatory site visit

Farms Sites Site Visit Date

11/12/2025 at 
09h00

11/12/2025 at 
11h00

- 11/12/2025 at 
14h00

- 11/12/2025 at 
15h00

12/12/2025 at 
10h00

12/12/2025 at 
12h00

Ministry of Trade, Industry & Business Development 

COMPETITVENESS AND FINANCIAL INCLUSION (CAFI) PROJECT 

Maluti Fresh Produce
-
-

-

Job Description
-

-
-

-

-

Farm Operator

Vacancy

• 

• 
• 
• -

• 
conditions.

• 

• 
• 
• -

• -

• 

• 
• 
• -

eration.
• 
• 
• 

How to Apply

-

 
-
-

-

Key Responsibilities
• 

• -

• 

• -

• 

• 

• -

• 

• 

• -

Required Skills
• 

• 

• 
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SEAHLOLO

Ready. Set. Shop!
Bank on great deals at the 
National Market Day

January



12 19 December - 25 December 2025
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Has Lesotho’s entertainment industry 
grown in 2025? A critical analysis
Has Lesotho’s entertainment industry Has Lesotho’s entertainment industry Has Lesotho’s entertainment industry Has Lesotho’s entertainment industry Has Lesotho’s entertainment industry Has Lesotho’s entertainment industry Has Lesotho’s entertainment industry Has Lesotho’s entertainment industry Has Lesotho’s entertainment industry Has Lesotho’s entertainment industry Has Lesotho’s entertainment industry Has Lesotho’s entertainment industry Has Lesotho’s entertainment industry Has Lesotho’s entertainment industry Has Lesotho’s entertainment industry Has Lesotho’s entertainment industry Has Lesotho’s entertainment industry Has Lesotho’s entertainment industry 

Arts

As 2025 draws to a close, Lesotho’s enter-
tainment industry stands at a moment of 

Yet the central question remains: has this 

system?
Music continues to dominate Lesotho’s 

lished names such as Ntate Stunna, Citizens, 

ist, and the consensus is similar with most 

sotho along with Ntate Milo, Sannere and 

tho musicians, industry insiders argue that 

fashion showcases, mostly self-funded, cre-

Maseru this yearat the 2nd Lesotho Arts 

Maluti Premium Lager was the talent 

com Lesotho showed its muscle on a num-

alities, content creators and entertainers 

So, has the industry grown?

clear: Lesotho’s entertainment industry has 

real question is whether the country is 

• Lehlohonolo Mayeza back for Outlaws sophomore season

Chris Theko

THE CAFF, MASERU | SUN, 28 DECEMBER 2025

12:00 midday until late | FOOD & DRINKS SOLD AT EVENT | COOLER BOX M100

MÜRÜ
A L L E G RO A F R I C A p r e s e n t s

VIBES COURTESY OF
ALLEGRO AFRICA | MR BEEKAY | EBONICS HLOMLA | NINE24 | TSHEPZA DJ

PHIZ DJ | KHEBZA | SUCKZA | FIVO | THIZOZO | EL PART EL
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Morena Sway in landmark 
brand deal

In a significant milestone for Africa’s 
growing creator economy, award-win-
ning musician Morena Sway has officially 
signed a brand partnership with NALAR, 
a new African-owned digital content plat-
form, alongside celebrated gospel artist 
and preacher Apostle Praise Peterson.

The signing ceremony that took place 
at NALAR offices at Executive Floor in 
Maseru marked the official launch of NA-
LAR’s Music and Spirituality category, po-
sitioning the platform as a game-changer 
for African musicians, faith leaders, and 
content creators seeking fair monetisa-
tion and safe digital spaces.

Speaking at the event, the founder of 
NALAR, a former beauty queen, Miss Vo-
dacom PC FM 2008, Miss Earth Lesotho 
2011 come prominent business analyst, 
Rorisang Motlomeng, described the mo-
ment as more than a contract signing, it 
was the beginning of a new era where 
African creators can own their audiences, 
monetise sustainably, and tell their sto-
ries on their own terms.

NALAR was born out of the challenges 
faced by African creators on global digi-
tal platforms. While the content creation 
economy has transformed lives globally, 
many African creators, particularly in 
Southern Africa, have struggled to earn 
meaningful income due to unfavourable 
algorithms, geographic limitations, and 
low revenue shares.

“NALAR comes from the Sesotho word 
nala, meaning prosperity,” the platform’s 
leadership explained. 

“Our vision is to build a digital ecosys-
tem where Africans can create, educate, 
inspire, and earn sustainably.”

Unlike traditional platforms, NALA is 

designed specifically with African crea-
tors in mind, ensuring they are not left 
with “thin slices of the pie” despite gen-
erating high engagement.

For Morena Sway, one of Lesotho’s most 
respected musicians, the decision to sign 
with NALA was driven by two key factors: 
fair monetisation and brand alignment.

“One of the biggest struggles for mu-
sicians is that we create a lot of content 
that ends up going to waste,” he said. 

“We invest heavily in our art, but mone-
tisation remains a major challenge, espe-
cially when location limits your earning 
potential.”

He added that NALAR’s clean, val-
ues-driven approach resonated strongly 
with his personal brand.

“I’ve been intentional about building 
a clean brand. It’s not easy to push that 
kind of content on platforms that aren’t 
necessarily clean themselves. With NAL-
AR, I know my audience is coming inten-
tionally for my music, not just stumbling 
across it. That changes everything.”

Morena Sway also expressed excite-
ment about hosting concerts on the plat-
form, making his music accessible to fans 
who may not be able to attend live shows 
physically.

“This creates opportunities for families 
to enjoy music from the comfort of their 
homes. That’s powerful.”

Joining Morena Sway in signing with 
NALAR was Apostle Praise Peterson, a 
veteran gospel musician and preacher 
with over 20 years of experience in the 
industry.

He described NALAR as “revolution-
ary,” particularly for young creators and 
faith-based content producers.

“We are in a season where many young 
people want to make a living from con-
tent creation but don’t know how,” he 

Chris Theko

said.
“NALAR offers something rare, owner-

ship, clarity, and direct connection with 
your audience.”

Apostle Peterson highlighted how 
mainstream platforms often come with 
hidden restrictions that creators only 
discover later.

“What excites me is the ability to cre-
ate content for a specific audience, peo-
ple who actually want the message. I 
don’t have to dilute the message or worry 
about misinterpretation.”

He believes NALAR could spark a 
transformation similar to what has been 
seen in the United States, where content 
creation has become a full-fledged indus-
try supporting families and communities.

How monetisation works on NALAR
NALAR’s founder also unpacked the 

platform’s monetisation model, which 
includes:

1. Advertising revenue sharing, 
where creators earn based on content 
performance.

2. Fan-supported premium con-
tent, allowing creators to place content 

behind a paywall using a credit-based 
system.

3. Partnerships with telecom com-
panies to introduce dedicated NALAR 
data bundles, with revenue shared direct-
ly with creators.

In addition, NALAR prides itself on be-
ing a 100 perfect safe platform, with vet-
ted creators and clearly defined content 
categories, including music and spiritual-
ity.

The signing of Morena Sway and Apos-
tle Praise Peterson is symbolic of NAL-
AR’s broader ambition, to take African 
talent to the world while keeping owner-
ship within the continent.

As the ceremony concluded with the 
official signing of contracts, it was clear 
that this was not just a launch, but a 
statement: Africa’s creators are ready to 
prosper on platforms built for them.

With Morena Sway’s influence in con-
temporary music and Apostle Praise Pe-
terson’s reach in faith and gospel com-
munities, NALAR’s Music and Spirituality 
category launches with credibility, vision, 
and continental impact.
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Kick4Life Academy honours 
tomorrow’s stars

Seabata Mahao

Seabata Mahao

Kick4Life Academy demonstrated once again that 
football can be a transformative force for education 
and character building when it hosted its fourth an-
nual Academy Prom, celebrating 14 student-athletes 
who completed their secondary education in 2025.

calendar, brought together graduating academy 
participants and their families for an evening that 
honoured resilience, discipline and unwavering ac-
ademic commitment.

The organisers recognised effort and personal 

results during the prom.
The honoured graduates have been dedicated 

participants in the Academy’s tutoring programme, 
skilfully balancing rigorous training schedules with 
intensive study sessions, a powerful testament to 

the classroom.
Academy Manager ‘Mahapiloe Putsoane opened 

parents and guardians for their steadfast support 
throughout the students’ educational journeys.

 “This achievement belongs to all of you,” she said, 
acknowledging the collective effort behind each 
graduate’s success.

football coaches, the Academics Coordinator and tu-

African football takes centre stage this Sunday as 
the 2025 Africa Cup of Nations (AFCON) bursts into 

-
tal showpiece will be staged over the Christmas and 
New Year period.

The four-week tournament kicks off on Sunday, 
21 December, with hosts Morocco facing Comoros 
at Rabat’s iconic Prince Moulay Abdellah Stadium 
at 19:00 GMT. A total of 24 teams will battle it out 

matches. 
The group stage runs until 31 December, before 

will be played at the same 69,500-capacity venue on 
Sunday, 18 January, when Africa will crown its new 
champions.

All eyes will be on the Atlas Lions, Africa’s 
highest-ranked nation and currently 11th in the 
world. Morocco arrive on the back of a remarkable 
18-match winning streak, a world record in interna-
tional football, having scored 50 goals and conceded 
just four since March 2024.

However, despite their recent dominance, the 
North Africans have not lifted the AFCON trophy 

-
mense. Morocco headline Group A alongside Mali, 
former champions Zambia, and Comoros.

-
set. Record seven-time champions Egypt, led by 
Liverpool star Mohamed Salah, headline Group B 

bring it to completion.”
Thapelo’s address captured the authentic reality 

school, it is about surviving the pressure, the stress, 
the long nights, the training sessions, the injuries, 
and still showing up,” he told the audience. 

He described Kick4Life as “a second family” and 
energised fellow graduates with powerful words: 
“We are done with school, but we are just getting 
started with life and trust me, the world is not ready 

-
ment recognising their successful completion of 
secondary education, alongside acknowledgment 
of their discipline, effort and personal development 
during their Academy tenure.

Kick4Life Country Director Motlatsi Nkhahle of-

adaptable and multi-skilled in an evolving world. 
“Opportunity favours those who are prepared,” 

he said, reinforcing the evening’s guiding principle: 
“Luck is when opportunity meets preparedness.”

tors, all emphasising the critical importance of holis-
tic development. 

Character Enrichment Coach Thabo Mosebekoa 
particularly highlighted how strong personal values 
help young athletes navigate the dual pressures of 
sport and education, a fundamental principle of the 
Kick4Life Academy model.

Parents delivered emotional messages of appre-
ciation, thanking Kick4Life for developing not only 

adults. Representatives from the Community Pro-
grammes and Social Enterprises departments also 

opportunities.
The evening’s most inspiring moments came dur-

ing graduate speeches by Mariam Monnapula and 
Thapelo Mahao, both of whom received special rec-
ognition for their outstanding contributions.

Monnapula described Kick4Life as “more than 
just a community, but a catalyst for growth,” credit-
ing the Academy’s tutors, especially the Sesotho tu-
tors, for helping her overcome academic challenges. 

their journey. 
“We have made it. Let us acknowledge our hard 

work, our perseverance, our achievements, and 
most importantly, our late nights and everyday 

reminder: “He who began a good work in you shall 

with South Africa, Angola, and Zimbabwe. Salah is 
-

ner-up in 2017 and 2021.

and Tanzania take on continental giants Nigeria and 
Tunisia, while Group D sees 2021 champions Sene-
gal lock horns with DR Congo, alongside Benin and 
Botswana. 

winners Cameroon in a mouth-watering Group 
F showdown, joined by Gabon and Mozambique. 

Faso, Equatorial Guinea, and Sudan.
The top two teams in each group, along with the 

four best third-placed sides, will progress to the 
round of 16. From there, it is straight knockout foot-

-
sary.

AFCON 2025 offers fans a festive football bo-
nanza, with up to four matches per day during the 
group phase. Games will be played at 12:30, 15:00, 
17:30, and 20:00 hours, ensuring wall-to-wall ac-
tion through Christmas and New Year. Following the 

up on Monday, 22 December, as Egypt begin their 
campaign against Zimbabwe, while South Africa 
face Angola. The knockout stage begins on Saturday, 
3 January, with matches mainly kicking off at 16:00 
and 19:00 GMT.

22 FEB 2026

42.2KM | 21.1KM | 10KM
5KM | 1.6KM | AEROBICS

MASERU, LESOTHO

START: MAKOANYANE SQUARE
FINISH: MASERU CLUB

1.6KM
5KM

10KM
21.1KM

42.2KM
AEROBICS

LOCAL INTERNATIONAL
23TH - 30TH NOV 2025

69202

PAYMENTS (EVENTFUL MOMENTS):
154711199 0280 934

OFFILINE REGISTRATION STEPS:

01 PAY WITH NEDBANK/ MPESA/ ECOCASH.

02
SEND PROOF OF PAYMENT 
TO 62 500 225 VIA WHATSAPP.

03
COMPLETE REGISTRATION FORM.04

RECEIVE REGISTRATION NUMBER.

+266 62 500 225         +266 58 315 471
info@eventfulmoments.co.ls
@maserucityrun
Metcash Building, Room 137F, Maseru

PACKAGE:
T - SHIRT
INSURANCE
GOODY BAG
RACE BIB
MEDAL

69202

QUALIFIER

WEEK SAVE
M60

M285.00 M385.00
M325.00 M425.00
M355.00 M455.00
M395.00 M495.00
M435.00 M535.00
M265.00 M365.00

NAMING SPONSOR

Morocco has invested heavily in infrastructure 
as it prepares not only for AFCON 2025 but also for 
co-hosting the 2030 FIFA World Cup with Spain and 

Portugal. Four venues are located in the capital Ra-
bat, with others spread across Agadir, Casablanca, 
Fez, Marrakech, and Tangier.

Beyond Morocco, several nations arrive in strong 
form. Senegal, Algeria, Egypt, and Ivory Coast all 
boast impressive recent records, while DR Congo 
have turned heads after recent victories over Came-
roon and Nigeria in World Cup play-offs. 

Yet AFCON’s history suggests unpredictability, 
seven different nations have won the last eight edi-
tions.

As Africa’s biggest sporting event returns, fans 
across the continent, including here in Lesotho, can 

passion, drama, and the unmistakable magic of AF-
CON.

Ivory Coast squad celebrating after their 2023 title at Africa Cup of Nations. Getty Images

Kick4Life honours players on and off the pitch for their student-athletes in Lesotho with the annual 
Academy Prom.

AFCON kicks off in Morocco 
as Africa’s finest gather for 
festive football feast
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Lishoeshoe’s dream run at the Girls Un-
der-17 Integrated Football Tournament 
ended in heartbreak, as a well-drilled 
Sundowns side powered to a command-
ing 5–0 victory to be crowned champi-
ons.

The scoreline told a harsh story, but 
it did little to erase the respect earned 
by Lesotho’s young girls throughout the 
competition. 

In recognition of their discipline 
and sportsmanship, Lishoeshoe were 

honour for a team that displayed char-
acter on and off the pitch despite facing 

Seabata Mahao 
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elite opposition.
In reaction of her team’s performance, 

Lishoeshoe’s coach Elizabeth Yelimala, 

a demanding season across youth and 
senior levels.

Despite mixed results and narrow 
margins against strong regional op-
ponents, Yelimala insists that Lesotho 
football is moving in the right direction.

“The spirit and work ethic of this 
team will carry us forward. We are not 
where we want to be yet, but the growth 
is clear,” she said.

Yelimala recently guided the Lishoe-
shoe Under-17 girls at the CAF U-17 
GIFT Zimbabwe 2025 tournament, 

19 December - 25 December 2025

where the team earned praise for com-
peting bravely against some of southern 
Africa’s strongest youth sides.

A commanding 6–0 victory over Es-
watini stood out as a tournament high-

growing defensive organisation. Leso-
tho also pushed Mozambique and other 
group opponents, narrowly missing out 

-
back.

While disappointment lingered, Yeli-
mala applauded her players’ resilience 
and eagerness to learn. 

“These matches exposed us to the in-
tensity of continental football. The girls 
responded with courage and discipline, 

and that experience is priceless,” she 
said.

Earlier in the year, Lesotho’s youth de-
velopment programme delivered prom-
ising signs during a two-match friendly 
series against Botswana. 

Working alongside Lire Phiri, Yelimala 
oversaw a draw and a victory, with goals 
from Nteboheng Sooane and Liteboho 
Sekali highlighting the team’s attacking 

proved valuable against a physically im-
posing opponent.

“Our players showed heart and tacti-
cal growth. These games prepare them 
mentally for bigger tournaments,” Yeli-

At senior level, Lesotho’s men en-
dured a challenging period. The Likue-
na suffered a heavy 4–0 defeat to Angola 
at the 2025 COSAFA Cup, although later 
group matches showed improved com-
petitiveness. 

3–0 loss to South Africa served as a re-
minder of the gap that still exists at the 
highest level. The results underline the 
need for depth, consistency, and sus-
tained investment in youth pathways 
feeding into the senior ranks.

On the home front, the conclusion of 
the 2024–25 Lesotho Premier League 
brought a bright note, with Lioli FC 
crowned champions once again. Their 
title defence reinforced the strength of 
domestic competition and the vital role 
clubs play in supplying talent to nation-
al teams. 

Football administrators believe sus-
tained club success is key to narrowing 
the gap between Lesotho and regional 
heavyweights.

Beyond the football pitch, Lesotho en-
joyed a productive year across multiple 
sporting disciplines. The national youth 
delegation returned from the AUSC Re-
gion 5 Youth Games with 13 medals, 
shining in athletics, boxing, table ten-
nis, and Special Olympics events. These 
achievements signal a broader rise in 
sporting potential for Yelimala.

belief and the support of our commu-
nities. We have the talent now we must 

she said.

Heartbreak for 
Lishoeshoe


