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s t a k e -
h o l d e r 
i n c l u -
siveness, 
b o a r d 
l e a d -
e r s h i p , 
and risk 
manage-
ment.

T h e 
M o h l o -
mi Code 
operates 
on both 
an “ap-
ply or 
explain” 
and “ap-
ply and 
explain” 
regime, 

al lowing 

while upholding high standards. Its 22 princi-
ples are divided into six clusters, all aimed at 
fostering sustainable socio-economic develop-
ment.

For decades before the code’s launch, Leso-
tho organisations had relied on South Africa’s 
King Reports as a governance yardstick, often 
applying principles without consideration of 
local context.

Kananelo Boloetse, Chairperson of MISA 

Lesotho, expressed gratitude to the Institute of 
Directors of Lesotho for inviting the media to 
the training, describing the initiative as vital for 
strengthening the nation’s institutional fabric.

“Your organisation’s commitment to advanc-
ing ethical leadership, accountability, and sound 
governance practices across all sectors is truly 
commendable, and events like this play a vital 
role in strengthening our nation’s institutional 
fabric,” Boloetse said.

He underscored the media’s critical role in 
holding power to account.

“Today’s programme could not be more 
timely. As media professionals, we serve as the 
bridge between institutions and the public, 
holding power to account, informing citizens, 
and fostering transparent dialogue. Yet, to re-
port effectively on corporate governance, we 

ciples that guide boards, directors, and organi-
sations in acting responsibly, sustainably, and in 
the best interests of all stakeholders.”

He urged his colleagues to engage deeply 
with the training.

“Let us approach this training with open 
minds and active participation. The knowledge 
we gain today will sharpen our ability to ask the 
right questions, tell compelling and accurate 
stories, and ultimately support the growth of re-
sponsible corporate citizenship in our country.”

Despite the code’s launch, the broader 
corporate environment in Lesotho remains 
constrained by limited resources, weak en-
forcement mechanisms, and underdeveloped 
institutional capacity. State-owned enterprises, 
often burdened by political interference and a 
lack of skilled leadership, continue to struggle 

cy.
Governance experts have warned that with-

out sustained commitment from the govern-
ment, improved coordination among regula-
tory institutions, and deliberate investment 
in training and professional development, the 
principles outlined in the Mohlomi Code risk 
remaining aspirational rather than transform-
ative.

Staff Reporter

rectors Lesotho (IoD), ‘Malehlohonolo Mahase, 
has issued a stark warning that weak corporate 
governance lies at the root of the corruption 

ing Lesotho and other nations.
Mahase was speaking at a media training 

workshop on corporate governance organised 
by the IoD in Maseru this week, where she em-
phasised that good governance is not merely a 
compliance exercise but a cornerstone of sus-
tainable development and public trust.

“We believe that when organisations are run 
well, institutions function properly, and govern-
ments are run well,” Mahase said. “When we 

virtues we stand for, along with transparency 
and fairness, all those principles will be taken 
care of. They will be catered for.”

She delivered a blunt assessment of the con-
sequences when governance fails.

“A lot of the scandals we see – corruption 
scandals, mismanagement of funds, both here 
in Lesotho and in other countries, most of them, 

ance that has issues,” she added.
The training focused on key pillars essential 

for building a culture of good governance in 
Lesotho, including an overview of corporate 
governance and its rationale, the applicability 
of Lesotho’s home-grown Mohlomi Corporate 
Governance Code, and a deeper exploration of 
the code’s values-based approach.

The Mohlomi Corporate Governance Code, 
launched in September 2021, is Lesotho’s 

is named after Morena Mohlomi, an 18th-cen-
tury philosopher and mentor to Morena Mo-
shoeshoe I, the founder of the Basotho nation.

Chief Mohlomi (circa 1720–1815) is remem-
bered in Basotho history as a visionary leader 
who championed ethical governance, peace, 
and wisdom.

According to historical accounts, he estab-
lished a leadership academy at where he men-
tored leaders from across the region that now 

c o n s t i -
tutes the 
S A D C 
commu-
nity.

H i s 
p h i l o s -
o p h y 
was an-
c h o r e d 

p i l l a r s 
d e d i -
cated to 
transfor-
mational 
l e a d -
e r s h i p , 
with the 
core out-
c o m e s 
of peace, 
p r o d u c -
tivity, and 
intergenerational value.

One of Mohlomi’s most powerful teachings 

and productive alliances, accommodates stake-
holders, and uses new instruments of power to 
create intergenerational value”.

The code draws inspiration from these indig-
enous leadership values, embedding them in a 
modern governance framework that emphasis-
es accountability, transparency, ethical conduct, 

‘Weak corporate 
governance breeds 
scandals, corruption 

and mismanagement’
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Journalists attend a media training workshop on corporate governance, organ-
ised by the Institute of Directors of Lesotho in Maseru on Tuesday
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High Court orders parliament 
to pass confl ict of interest law

Staff Reporter
In a landmark constitutional judgment delivered 
yesterday, the High Court has delivered a stinging 
rebuke to the National Assembly, declaring that 
Parliament’s rejection of a private member’s bill 

The three-judge bench comprising justices 
Moroke Mokhesi, Tšeliso Mokoko, and Acting 
Justice Tsebang Putsoane found that by voting 

clear constitutional obligation that has remained 

to unjustly protect them through unscrupulous 
means such as policy manipulation or other 

Nthomeng Majara, Prime Minister Ntsokoane 

raised a preliminary objection arguing that the 

They contended that Parliament had 

of parliamentary sovereignty precluded judicial 

and Others, the judges emphasised: “When it 
exercises its legislative authority, Parliament 

limits of, the Constitution’, and the supremacy 

The interpretative crux: ‘May’ versus ‘Must’
At the heart of the dispute lay the interpretation 

“subject to such exceptions and limitations as 
may be prescribed by Parliament, has any such 
interest in any such government contract as may 

noted that “there may be something in the nature 

something in the title of the person or persons for 

Applying this principle, the court concluded: 
“Was Parliament obligated by the constitution 

‘A profound misapprehension’

Perhaps the most damning section of the 

the respondents’ averments as “symptomatic 

Parliament operated on the day they jettisoned 

clarity: “The misapprehension is that Parliament 

of persons from being elected as members of 
Parliament or being nominated or designated as 

contracts, can Parliament legally vote not to 

in Parliament shall be determined by majority 

it cannot be used to defeat its obligation to do 

parliamentary proceedings, the court declared: 

disobey the Constitution but rather it has a right 

A 32-year legislative vacuum
The judgment highlighted the extraordinary 

delay in giving effect to this constitutional 

that all the successive Parliaments since 1993 

government contract interests from sitting in the 

In a unusual aside, the court took aim at 

expressing judicial frustration at “prolixity in 

about members of parliament violating their 

of irrelevant materials being included in it such 

endemic problem in this court and should be 

that in the not-too-distant future, appropriate 

The order

unconstitutional “the Government and/or 
coalition of ruling parties’ conduct of casting 

years of successive parliaments have failed to 

Herd boys break silence 
on decades of exploitation
their silence to deliver a searing indictment of 

The outcry erupted during a ceremony at 

learners received hygiene kits from Vodacom 

‘We are generally not cared for’

hygiene, land conservation, and their fundamental 

On top of that, our payment is entirely unsatisfying, 

eight or nine dispatched to remote mountains for 

A call for law, not charity

“It is unacceptable that some children do not even 

are often the exploiters laid bare the uncomfortable 

is that the system of abuse is intergenerational, 

Beyond charity: A structural crisis

Kennedy Mosoti made clear that material aid is 

“Our role is to ensure that no young person is 
left behind, especially those in remote areas like 
Mokhotlong,” Mosoti said, stressing the need to 

based violence and limited access to reproductive 

Education as liberation

The success seen so far, many learners can 

students are learning that their circumstances are 
not inevitable and that their rights exist, even if 

The question that remains
As the ceremony concluded and the herd boys 

Ntsoaki Motaung

that they are seen, loved, and cared for.
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Staff Reporter

Principal Secretary Kanono Ramashamole signs the agreement on behalf of the Ministry of Information, 
Communications, Science, Technology and Innovation, as UNICEF Representative Deepak Bhaskaran looks on.
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Lesotho, UNICEF partner 
to develop MOSIP-based 
integrated national ID 
system
The United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) 
will support the government of Lesotho in 
developing an integrated national digital 

step toward modernising the country’s 

The initiative forms part of the 2026 Action 
Plan contained in the Lesotho–UNICEF 
Programme of Cooperation 2025–2028, 
according to a government announcement 

The agreement was formally signed by the 
Ministry of Information, Communications, 
Science, Technology and Innovation (MICSTI) 

Principal Secretary (PS) Kanono 
Ramashamole signed on behalf of MICSTI, 
while UNICEF Representative Deepak 

was witnessed by Director-General of ICT 
Thapeli Tjabane and UNICEF Technology 
for Development Specialist Ramoletane 

“The Ministry of Information, 
Communications, Science, Technology and 
Innovation (MICSTI) and UNICEF have 
signed the 2026 Annual Work Plan under the 
Lesotho–UNICEF Programme of Cooperation 

2025–2028 to advance Lesotho’s digital 
identity and civil registration systems,” the 

The work plan supports the development 
of an integrated national digital identity 
ecosystem designed to improve a range of 

“It will improve services such as national ID 
and passport renewal, biometric registration, 

expired identity documents,” the statement 

Beyond identity documents, the system will 

enabling more secure transactions and 
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fraud and money laundering,” the government 

The initiative is aligned with the National 
Strategic Development Plan (NSDP) II and 

will continue the deployment of digital public 
infrastructure based on the Modular Open 

MOSIP is an open-source platform 
that enables countries to build their own 
digital identity systems without relying on 

the go-to platform for building digital public 
infrastructure ecosystems, particularly in the 

The system will enable secure authentication 
across government and private-sector 

making it easier for citizens to access services 

Lesotho is a member of the 50-in-5 
campaign, an initiative that seeks to help 
countries of the Global South build secure, 
inclusive and interoperable digital public 

develop digital identity systems that can drive 

UNICEF plays a major role globally in 

As co-chair of the UN Legal Identity Agenda 
Task Force, the agency supports initiatives 
particularly in Africa, where many countries 
are behind schedule in meeting Sustainable 

For many African nations, including Lesotho, 

investment in modernising civil registration 
systems and linking them to digital identity 

The partnership represents a coordinated 
effort to build foundational digital 
infrastructure that can support multiple 

identity ecosystem, Lesotho aims to improve 

strengthen social protection programmes, and 

The system’s interoperability means that 
once fully deployed, Basotho citizens could 
potentially access government services, 

programmes using a single digital identity, 

The work plan signed by MICSTI 
and UNICEF sets the framework for 
implementation throughout 2026, with the 
broader programme of cooperation extending 



6 06 March - 12 March 2026

Mojakisane Motaung, speaking on behalf of the Ministry’s business development management, addresses 
community members during the Trade Ministry roadshow in Quthing.

Trade Ministry road show 
promotes entrepreneurship 
in Quthing

The Ministry of Trade, Industry and Business De-
velopment (MTIBD) this week held a roadshow 
in Quthing aimed at encouraging Basotho to start, 
formalise and grow their businesses as part of ef-
forts to strengthen the economy.

The engagement forms part of the Ministry’s 
nationwide outreach programme designed to 
showcase its services and encourage micro, small 
and medium enterprises (MSMEs) to utilise avail-
able government support.

Delivering opening remarks, Lebohang Khali, 
representing the Department of Business Devel-
opment, assured entrepreneurs that the Ministry 
exists to serve and support them.

with regional structures within the Southern Af-
rican Development Community (SADC).

Also addressing the gathering, Mojakisane 
Motaung explained that the road show aims to 
educate communities about the Ministry’s broad-
er role beyond business registration.

He said many people associate the Ministry 
mainly with registering businesses, yet registra-
tion also opens doors to funding, training and 
development opportunities.

Motaung noted that government is imple-
menting priorities outlined in the National Stra-
tegic Development Plan (NSDP), which focuses 
on sectors such as agriculture, tourism, manufac-
turing, technology and innovation to strengthen 
the private sector and reduce reliance on govern-
ment employment.

He said the Ministry of Trade plays a central 

be formally registered before they can access gov-
ernment support programmes.

Motaung further highlighted institutions such 
as the Basotho Enterprise Development Corpora-
tion (BEDCO), the Competitiveness and Financial 
Inclusion (CAFI) programme and the Lesotho 
National Development Corporation (LNDC) as 
key partners that support businesses through 
training, funding opportunities and expansion.

He also encouraged community members to 
consider forming cooperatives, noting that many 
development programmes prioritise projects 
that can create employment for more Basotho.

Motaung also spoke about the Inclusive 
Growth Fund (IGF), a government initiative sup-
ported by the Prime Minister which has allocated 
M400 million to stimulate private sector growth.

He said 70 percent of the fund is reserved for 
youth- and women-owned businesses, urging 
them to take advantage of the opportunity by 
registering their enterprises.

“Our purpose of being here in Quthing is to 
show ourselves and build trust with you. We are 
here to protect you and provide services for your 
businesses,” Khali said.

He stressed that the Ministry’s services are not 
only meant for established businesses but also 
for aspiring entrepreneurs who have not yet reg-
istered their ventures.

“We know there are big and small business-
es here in Quthing, but we are not only here for 
them. We are also here for those businesses that 
are not yet formed but have to be formed,” he said.

Khali encouraged residents, particularly young 
people, to embrace innovation and use their crea-
tivity to develop new products and services.

Lesotho takes steps 
towards green 
economy

Lesotho is moving to position itself within the 
growing global carbon market as stakeholders 
gather for a national sensitisation programme 
aimed at building knowledge and unlocking 
green investment opportunities.

The Private Sector Foundation of Lesotho 
(PSFL), in partnership with the Lesotho Meteoro-
logical Services (LMS) and international technical 
partner One Carbon World, will host a Sensitisa-
tion Programme on Carbon Markets on March 
12–13, at Lehakoe Recreation and Cultural Cen-
tre in Maseru.

ed effort to bridge the knowledge gap and build 
the foundation for a thriving carbon market 
in Lesotho. It is designed to be the catalyst that 
transforms potential into action,” PSFL said in a 
statement.

The programme seeks to equip government 

stakeholders with the fundamentals of carbon 

ket. A 2024 assessment found that the country 
currently lacks a formal regulatory framework to 
support carbon trading and has no active carbon 
credit projects under development. As a result, 
Lesotho trails regional leaders such as South Af-
rica in this emerging sector.

Other challenges include limited technical 

ment, as well as low awareness of carbon mar-
kets among communities, investors and govern-
ment agencies.

Organisers say the initiative will introduce par-
ticipants to global carbon market frameworks, 
including Article 6 of the Paris Agreement and 
voluntary carbon trading systems, which allow 
countries and companies to offset their emis-
sions by investing in projects that reduce green-
house gases.

The programme also aligns with government 

green economic development initiatives, includ-
ing the HMKLIII JET Ltd platform announced 
during international climate negotiations.

For Lesotho, participation in carbon markets 
could open new revenue streams while support-
ing sustainable development. Countries and or-
ganisations that successfully reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions can generate “carbon credits,” 
which are then sold to buyers seeking to offset 
their own emissions.

This means projects such as hydroelectric 
power generation, reforestation, sustainable ag-
riculture and clean cooking technologies could 
generate income while also addressing environ-

mental challenges.
Despite its potential, Lesotho has yet to estab-

lish a strong presence in the global carbon mar-

Notice is hereby given in terms of Section 82(3) of the Companies Act 2011, MNN Cen-

Transformation Resource Centre,No.1 Oak Tree Garden Qoaling Road, Old Europa Maseru 
Lesotho to House No.21 Ha-Mosalla Thaba-Bosiu Maseru Lesotho from the 11th February 
2026.

register of Companies after the third publication of this notice.

Notice of Change of Address
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Notice is hereby given in terms of section 44 the Administration of Estates and Inheritance Act No. 2 
2024, calling upon all persons having claims against the deceased or here estate to lodge the claim 

than thirty (30) days or more than three months 
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ADDRESS
MAMOTHIMOKHULU ANNA RAMOLOKO
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Cell: +266 
57773581

“All these buildings around us and the cars we 
drive exist because someone used their brain to 
create them. For new things to happen, someone 
must think of them. Young people, you still have 
fresh minds. Come with new innovations and 
let us guide you on the right path. Register your 
business now,” he urged.

Thapelo Moeti from the Ministry’s trade, coop-
eration and marketing department outlined the 
Ministry’s role in ensuring that Basotho products 
access both local and international markets.

“The work of the Ministry of Trade is to see 
that Basotho products enter the market inside 
and outside the country and to ensure that every-
one is protected,” Moeti explained.

He said the Ministry works closely with pro-
ducers to promote local goods, including indige-
nous products such as lengana and spices, so that 
they can compete internationally.

“We work together so that our products can 
reach international markets and compete fairly. 
We also assess what both local and international 

he added.
Speaking on behalf of the Commissioner of Co-

operatives, Bokang Makhothi highlighted the role 
of cooperatives in reducing poverty and creating 
jobs.

“The aim is to eradicate poverty and create 
jobs, and we do that by encouraging people to 
work together through cooperatives,” Makhothi 
said.

He explained that forming a cooperative re-
quires at least ten members, after which the de-
partment assists with registration, guidance and 
ongoing support.

Makhothi added that producers are also sup-
ported to showcase their products locally and in-
ternationally, while youth cooperatives are repre-
sented through district committees that connect 
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‘If I had known’: The high cost of 
information poverty in Thaba-Tseka
Ntsoaki Motaung

Ntsoaki Motaung

Health

“If I had the information I have now, I would never 
have fallen pregnant unplanned or at that age,” said 
20-year-old Nthabeleng (not her real name), gazing 

Newsday during a Monitoring and Evaluation visit 

port groups for young mothers, fathers, and adoles-

The turning point was a session on family 
planning.

“The session that made me realise most of us 

early marriages after falling pregnant, her mother 
provided unwavering support, walking with her 

The numbers tell a devastating story

decline in new infections since 2010.

‘They think I am teaching their children to 
have sex’

sessions are led by a woman, or perhaps they sim-

parents pull their 
daughters out of 
the program, fear-

“They think I am 

they do not see is 

desperately need 

Poverty: The silent driver

A roadmap for survival

self-awareness, mental health, and livelihood oppor-

The community groups are open to anyone 
under 24 who is married or has a child.

The four-hour divide

Lesotho launches landmark 
twice-yearly injectable PrEP

hide the pills from their partner to ensure their own 

a pill every morning would be a relief, they are ter-

Hines noted that the delivery is the result of a 

provide at least two million doses to high-burden 

high-risk individuals, and everyone working to end 

Over 20,000 doses expected this year

“The partnership between the Global Fund and 

‘Not a panacea’

‘A game-changing intervention’

emphasised that the shipment is a vital step in 

“The Ministry is honoured to have esteemed part-
ners present to mark this milestone,” Ntene said, 

ments, prevention remains an area that needs more 

6,000 doses delivered
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C Dr. Tšeliso Moroke

How the country moves

When politics becomes 
self-preservation

When politics becomes 
self-preservation

Political parties in this country are the same. 
They thrive on well-known social ills. They 
campaign on unemployment, inequality, 
corruption, poor service delivery, and an un-
healthy economic climate. They speak pas-
sionately about reform while in opposition. 
They promise structural change, institutional 
renewal, and economic transformation. Yet 
once in power, the urgency fades. The lan-
guage softens. The outrage disappears. The 
system remains intact.

Even the new parties formed in moments 
of public frustration follow the same script. 
They emerge promising to be different, clean-
er, more accountable, more transparent, and 
more people-centred. They speak the lan-
guage of renewal. They brand themselves as a 
break from the past.

But once in power, they fall into the same 
trap their predecessors fell into.

The pressures of incumbency, the tempta-
tions of executive authority, and the realities 
of patronage politics all begin to reshape their 
character. The reformers adapt to the very ma-
chinery they once criticised. The system they 
vowed to dismantle becomes the system they 
defend. And the cycle continues.

This is how the country moves.
In Lesotho, political competition has not 

translated into political innovation. Party al-
ternation in government has not produced 

Parliamentary oversight must become the de-

stakes are simply too high for it to remain cer-
emonial or timid. At a time when the country’s 
expectations for infrastructure development 
have reached unprecedented levels, the insti-
tutions responsible for oversight must rise to 
meet the moment.

Infrastructure is not a marginal issue in 
Lesotho’s development agenda. It is central 
to economic expansion, job creation, region-
al competitiveness, and the basic functioning 
of society. Roads, bridges, public buildings, 
housing projects, water systems, and energy 
infrastructure are the backbone upon which 
any modern economy rests. For a country 
that has long struggled with unemployment, 
spatial inequality, and slow economic growth, 
infrastructure development is widely seen as a 
pathway to renewal.

But infrastructure also carries a shadow. 
Around the world, large-scale public works 
have historically been fertile ground for cor-

-
curement, and opaque contracting arrange-
ments. Lesotho is not immune to these risks.

What makes the current moment particu-
larly delicate is the political and institutional 

development. Many of the key players in the 
sector — contractors, construction compa-
nies, suppliers, and investors — are closely 
connected to individuals who sit within the 

structural reform. Instead, it has produced a 
rotation of elites presiding over the same ad-
ministrative machinery, the same economic 

-
dation.

The leadership often does not welcome 
scrutiny. Debate is tolerated only when it is 

as hostility. Those who question are labelled 
enemies. Those who probe are accused of sab-
otage. Those who speak uncomfortable truths 
are told to be patient, to be loyal, to be “respon-
sible.”

But democracy without scrutiny is perfor-
mance. Leadership without accountability is 
entitlement. Speaking the truth makes some 
uncomfortable. The role of a politically con-
scious citizen, and especially of a public rep-

provoke thought, demand results, and shine 
a relentless light on the obstacles holding the 
country back.

-
lition arithmetic. And certainly not the comfort 

Our politics have become self-serving.
Instead of being instruments of public pur-

pose, political parties have become vehicles 
of survival. Survival of leadership. Survival 

of the ruling party. This reality does not auto-
matically imply wrongdoing. However, it un-
deniably creates the conditions for potential 

When those tasked with governing the 
country are simultaneously embedded with-
in the economic sectors most dependent on 
government contracts, the lines between pub-

-
gerously blurred. Even the perception of such 

-
ernment decision-making.

This is why parliamentary oversight cannot 
be treated as a routine administrative exercise. 
It must become a serious institutional safe-
guard.

oversight is not about embarrassing the ex-
ecutive or engaging in partisan battles. It is 
about protecting the integrity of the state 
and ensuring that public resources serve the 

questions about procurement processes, ten-
der allocations, cost escalations, and project 

review contracts, and scrutinise expenditure 
with professional rigour.

Without this level of scrutiny, infrastructure 
development can easily become the arena 
where development ambitions collide with 
corruption risks.

Government appointments become rewards. 
Public contracts become currency. Oversight 
becomes selective. Silence becomes strategy.

And here lies the deeper problem: the 
system is designed in such a way that even 
well-intentioned leaders are absorbed by it. 

They insist they are morally stronger, more 
disciplined, more committed to reform. But 
they underestimate the institutional gravity of 
power.

They discover that the executive structure 
concentrates authority. They realise that loy-
alty secures stability faster than reform does. 

-
surance. Gradually, principle negotiates with 
pragmatism. Reform is postponed for “strate-
gic timing.” Oversight becomes inconvenient. 
Transparency becomes conditional. The trap 
closes quietly.

parties have mastered the art of identifying 
problems, but not solving them.

They understand unemployment statistics. 
They can recite poverty levels. They eloquently 
speak to youth frustration and economic stag-
nation. But transformation requires more than 
diagnosis. It requires institutional reform. It 
requires discipline. It requires restraint in the 
use of power.

And our political culture does not incentivise 

This moment presents a profound paradox 
for the country: the tension between develop-
ment and corruption. On the one hand, Leso-
tho urgently needs infrastructure investment. 
The country cannot industrialise, attract inves-
tors, or create jobs without modern transport 
networks, reliable energy systems, and func-
tional urban planning. Delays in development 
carry real economic costs.

On the other hand, infrastructure spending 
-

gency procurement decisions, and complex 
contracting arrangements. These conditions 

Across the world, governance institutions 
are struggling to keep pace with these evolving 

procurement systems, and the sheer volume 
of crisis-related spending have outstripped 
the monitoring capacity of many traditional 
oversight bodies. What once could be tracked 
through straightforward auditing now re-
quires specialised technical expertise, digital 
transparency tools, and coordinated institu-
tional effort.

Lesotho’s governance system was not orig-
inally designed for this level of complexity. 
Parliamentary committees often operate with 

advisors, and inadequate access to real-time 
-

restraint.

executive system. Instead of reforming it, they 
adapt to it. Instead of decentralising power, 
they enjoy it. Instead of strengthening over-
sight institutions, they negotiate with them. 
The system becomes too useful to dismantle. 
This is not about ideology. It is about incentives.

Whether old parties or newly formed ones, 
reformist or traditionalist, they operate within 
the same extractive logic: secure power, con-

prepare for the next election. Long-term struc-
tural change is politically expensive. Patronage 

The result is stagnation disguised as stabil-
ity.

migration. We see it in outsourcing state ca-
pacity rather than building it. We see it in the 
private sector, which depends heavily on gov-
ernment contracts, while the government de-
pends on uncertain external revenues.

institutionalised. When you question govern-
ance, it becomes an attack on personalities. 
When you demand reform, it becomes disloy-
alty. When you insist on transparency, it be-
comes a political ambition.

But governance is not a friendship club. It is 
a constitutional responsibility.

Political maturity requires welcoming scru-
tiny, embracing debate, and acting on con-
structive criticism. It requires understanding 
that disagreement strengthens democracy. It 
requires recognising that accountability is not 
humiliation; it is correction. A country cannot 
move forward if its leadership fears discom-
fort. And citizens cannot demand better out-

If political parties are truly different, let them 
prove it, not through speeches, but through 
structural reforms that outlast their term in 

may one day hold them accountable. Let them 
design systems that do not depend on person-
alities. Let them resist the trap that consumed 
those before them.

Until that happens, the country will continue 
to move — but in circles.

-
fended, are not progress.

structure investment requires exactly those 
capabilities.

-
form oversight into a professional discipline 
rather than a political ritual. Members of Par-
liament must be supported by independent 

law, and project management. Parliamenta-
ry committees should be equipped with the 
tools necessary to analyse contracts, evaluate 
project feasibility, and monitor expenditure 
patterns.

Transparency must also become the default 
setting of governance. Large infrastructure 
contracts should not exist in secrecy. The pub-
lic must know who wins tenders, how much 
projects cost, what timelines are agreed upon, 
and what mechanisms exist for accountability 
when delays or cost overruns occur.

This is not about creating hostility between 
Parliament and the executive. It is about build-
ing a governance ecosystem that protects 
development from being captured by private 
interests.

If parliamentary oversight fails, the conse-
quences will not simply be political embar-
rassment. They will be economic stagnation, 

deepening public cynicism about politics itself.
But if oversight succeeds, the outcome 

could be transformative. Infrastructure de-
velopment could become a genuine engine of 
economic inclusion rather than a vehicle for 
enrichment by a connected few.

crossroads. It can either continue the familiar 
pattern where oversight exists in theory but 
rarely in practice, or it can establish a new tra-
dition where Parliament actively safeguards 
the national interest.

How the country moves will depend on 
which path it chooses.
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Theko Tlebere

The budget speech is not the 
budget yet; so let’s talk about 

what it gets right
In Lesotho, every February, there is some-
thing predictable that happens. The Min-
ister stands up, reads the Budget Speech, 
and before the ink is dry, the whole country 
becomes a panel of experts. Local Radio 
phone-ins heat up, WhatsApp groups ex-
plode, and the newspapers sharpen their 
knives with well-articulated articles. Of 
course, public criticism is healthy, as it forc-
es leaders to explain themselves. But we 
also need to be honest about a basic fact 
that many people skip: a budget speech is 

Today’s article is not written to praise 
the government. It is written to inform the 
public, using simple language that even my 
uncle in Ha Kholopo can follow and com-
prehend, about the positive signals in the 
budget estimates that many “analysts” will 
not mention because good news does not 
sell as fast as outrage. You can be critical 
and still be fair. You can oppose waste and 
still acknowledge a good direction. That 
balance is exactly what a mature democra-
cy needs, hence my intention to look at the 
positives from the estimates presented to us 
last month.

The Westminster system that we fol-
low dictates that the Minister’s speech is a 
proposal tabled before Parliament. It must 
still go through committee scrutiny, debate, 

process is not a small formality. It is where 
real accountability is supposed to happen, 
where MPs interrogate the numbers, com-

and the country gets a chance to adjust 
course before the actual appropriation bill 
is passed. If we miss that point, we end up 
arguing about the speech as if Parliament 
is just a theatre, when in fact Parliament is 
the place where the budget should be im-
proved.

The theme of the budget estimates speaks 
about accelerating economic transforma-
tion and building resilience. That sounds 
like big English until you translate it into 
normal life. Transformation means we can-
not keep surviving on one or two sources 
of money and hoping they will last forever. 
Resilience means we must be able to stand 
when shocks come, like drought, job loss-
es in textiles, uncertain SACU revenues, or 
sudden price increases in things we import. 
The positive signal here is not that a theme 
automatically changes reality, but that the 
budget is being framed as a tool to change 
the structure of the economy, not just to 

framing matters because it tells Parliament 
and the public what to measure: not only 

whether money was spent, but 
whether spending actually 
reduces vulnerability and 
expands productive ac-
tivity.

One of the most pain-
ful ways the govern-
ment can take money 
from citizens is silently, 
through bracket creep. When 
prices rise, wages often rise a 
little just to keep up, and then 
the worker is pushed into a higher tax brack-
et even though their real buying power has 
not improved. The Estimates indicate an in-
tention to adjust tax credits and thresholds 

lower- and middle-income earners. This is 
not a headline-grabbing policy, but it affects 
the monthly reality of teachers, nurses, po-

of A to D. Parliament should still demand 

most, but the principle is important: it sig-
nals a willingness not to punish ordinary 

If you want to understand Lesotho’s econ-
omy, don’t start with speeches; start with 
the pot at home. When food prices rise, it 
is not a theory. It is hunger. That is why it 
matters that the budget estimates allocate 
serious funding to agriculture and spell out 
practical interventions rather than vague 
promises. The agriculture package includes 
commitments that speak directly to produc-
tion, stability, and value. Irrigation is one of 
them. In Lesotho, irrigation is not a luxury; it 
is survival. Rain-fed farming is too risky and 
outdated in an era of climate uncertainty, 
and the proposal to operationalise multiple 
irrigation schemes is the kind of shift that 
can help households produce beyond one 
season. 

Storage and logistics are another. Produc-
ing food without proper storage means we 
lose value after harvest, and the plan to op-
erationalise the Maseru Storage and Logis-
tics Facility speaks to reducing post-harvest 
losses and improving national reserves. 
Livestock protection also features strong-
ly. For many Basotho, livestock is savings, 
school fees, and status; it is wealth that 
walks. A national vaccination programme 
targeting major livestock diseases, along-
side stronger border biosecurity and steps 
toward improved diagnostic capacity, is a 
pro-rural signal that deserves recognition. 
The wool and mohair value chain is also 
treated as something that can be improved 
through breeding and facility upgrades, 
which is important because value is not only 

about quantity; it is also about 
quality and market competi-

tiveness.
The key point is this: 

such commitments are 
measurable. Parliamen-
tarians should ask the 

right questions, like (rath-
er than point of orders all 

the time): where exactly are 
the irrigation schemes, who 

-
line, and what safeguards prevent the same 
names from winning every contract? That is 
how scrutiny should work. A budget is not 
good because it says the right things; it is 
good when it sets clear actions that can be 
tracked and corrected.

When a country is under pressure, it is 
tempting to cut social spending and then 
later wonder why society is breaking down. 
One positive signal is that the budget esti-
mates still place heavy emphasis on human 
capital, especially education and health. 
Education spending matters not only for 
classrooms, but for skills, productivity, and 
long-term national capability. The stat-
ed priorities around curriculum reform, 
strengthening TVET, early learning, and in-
vestment in facilities and training point to 
a recognition that education must produce 

-
mains a major focus, too.

Anyone who has been to a public hospi-
tal knows that shortages are not abstract: 
staff shortages mean long queues, equip-
ment gaps mean referrals, and medicine 
stock-outs mean suffering. The budget 
will not solve everything in one year, but 
maintaining health as a core priority rath-
er than a side issue is a positive, because a 
weak health system drags the whole econ-
omy down through lost productivity, higher 
household costs, and preventable deaths.

Some people hear tourism and sports and 
immediately think “extras,” as if these are 
luxuries for good times. But that view miss-
es how jobs are created in small economies. 
Tourism can absorb youth and rural com-
munities faster than many formal sectors 
because it links directly to small business 
activity: transport, food, accommodation, 
guiding, crafts, events, and local services.

The Estimates include allocations tied to 
tourism infrastructure, destination mar-
keting, heritage protection, and the legisla-
tive work needed to modernise the sector. 
Sports infrastructure is also given attention. 
The public is right to demand transparency, 
district fairness, and value for money.

But it is wrong to assume that sports 

spending is automatically waste. If facilities 
are built or upgraded properly, they can ena-
ble tournaments, community programmes, 
talent development, and local commerce 
around events. The scrutiny question is 
not “why sports?” The scrutiny question is 
“how will this spending widen access, grow 
participation, and stimulate local economic 
activity?”

One of the hardest truths in Lesotho is also 
one of the most necessary to say out loud: 
government cannot employ every graduate 
and every job seeker. A budget that talks 
about jobs must therefore do more than an-
nounce public hiring or wage adjustments. 
It must strengthen the foundations for en-
terprise growth, especially for MSMEs, be-
cause that is where employment can expand 
if barriers are reduced and support systems 
are credible. Even the broader public discus-
sion around entrepreneurship support, in-
cubation, and investment and mentorship, 
including contributions from Basotho in the 
diaspora, points toward an understanding 
that growth must be built with citizens pro-
ducing, not only with government spending. 
The real test for Parliament is to ask wheth-
er these support systems are accessible be-
yond Maseru, whether selection is transpar-
ent, and whether funding and mentorship 
are structured to produce businesses that 
survive beyond one grant cycle.

As Basotho, if we are really serious, we 
need to do two things at the same time. The 

estimates, such as protecting ordinary earn-
ers from bracket creep, treating agriculture 
as a practical programme with irrigation 
and livestock protection, and maintaining 
strong investment in education and health, 
and second, we need to also continue de-
manding hard accountability.

A budget is not a poem. It is a contract 
with numbers. Parliament must interro-
gate timelines, procurement rules, fairness 
across districts, and measurable outcomes. 
Citizens should demand reporting that is 
simple enough to follow, because public 
money must be explained in public lan-
guage.

I want to conclude by saying, this is how 
we avoid childish politics where every fair 
comment is treated as praise, and every 
criticism is treated as sabotage. You can 
acknowledge what is constructive and still 
insist on accountability. In fact, that combi-
nation is the most patriotic position. Shout-
ing is easy. Understanding is harder. But Le-
sotho needs more citizens who can do both: 
feel strongly and think clearly. The Future is 
NOW!
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Drilling and Blasting Services - TTDC/
MoLGCHP/01/2026/2027
1. The Thaba-Tseka District Council] has 

allocated/received funds to be used for 
the acquisition of Drilling and Blasting 
Services for Thaba-Tseka rural roads.

2.  The Entity invites sealed bids from 
eligible bidders for the provision of the 
above works.

3. Bidding shall be conducted in 
accordance with the proceedures 
contained in the Public Procurement 
Act and the Regulations made under 
the Act and is competitive to all bidders. 

4. Interested eligible bidders may obtain 
further information and inspect the 
bidding document at the address given 
below at 8(a) from 8.00am to 16.30pm.  

5. The bidding document which has been 
prepared in English language may be 
purchased by interested bidders at 8(b) 
upon payment of a non-refundable fee 
of M2,500.00. The method of payment 
will be cash at Thaba-Tseka Urban 
Council. 

6. Bids must be delivered to the address 
below at 8(c) at or before 21/04/2026. 
All bids must be accompanied by a bid 
security of 2% of the bidding amount. 
Bid securities must be valid until 
21/06/2026. Late bids shall be rejected. 
Bids will be opened in the presence 
of the bidders’ representatives who 
choose to attend at the address below 
at 8(d) at 10.30am on the 21/04/2026

7. There shall be a site visit at Pontseng-
Bobete, Mokoto-Matsaile, Ramabetha-
Phuleng, Khanyetsi-Khoshane and 
Mantsonyane- Chooko on the 18-
20/03/2026 and the meet up place 

will be Thaba-Tseka District Council at 
9.00am on the dates indicated in the 
proposed schedule in this notice. 

8. Bidders should note the following:
(a) Documents may be inspected at: 
Thaba-Tseka District Council Near Education 

(b) Documents will be issued from: 
Thaba-Tseka District Council Procurement 

(c) Bids must be delivered to:  
Thaba-Tseka District Council procurement 

(d) Address of bid opening:    
Thaba-Tseka District Council Reception near 

9. The Planned Procurement Schedule 
(subject to changes) is as follows:

Activity Date

(a)  Publish bid 
notice

06/03/2026

(b)  Site visits 
where applicable

18-20/03/2026

(c) Bid closing 
date

21/04/2026

(d)  Bid closing 
Time

10.00am

(e) Evaluation 
process

22-24/04/2026 and 
27-28/04/2026

(f) Display and communi-
cation of Notice of Tender 

To be decided

(g) Contract signature To be decided

Signature: 
Name: Makhauhelo Koali 

Invitation to Bidders

BID NOTICE UNDER OPEN COMPETITIVE BIDDING

Morero oa Phepelo ea Metsi Mabalane – Mothati oa Bobeli 
(LLWDP II) o tsebisa sechaba sa libaka tse anngoeng ke Morero 
hore khoebo e bitsoang 4D Climate Solutions eleng Moeletsi, e 
ntse e potoloha le libaka tsa Morero ho fana ka thuto, ho ruta le 
ho hlokomelisa sechaba ka Tlhopho Bocha ea phepelo ea metsi 
mabalane, e reretsoeng ho kenngoa tšebetsong ke ‘muso oa 
Lesotho

Ele karolo ea lenaneo lena, Moeletsi o ntse a:
• Tšoara likopano tsa sechaba le lipitso,
• Etsa likopano le Baetapele ba Sechaba (Marena, 

Makh’anselara),
• 

4D Climate Solutions e ntse e tšoara lithupelo le lipitso libakeng 
tsa Leribe, Mafeteng le Mohale’s Hoek, moo morero o ntseng o 
tsoela-pele teng. Sepheo ke ho fa sechaba le bohle ba amehang
ka lintlha tse fuperoeng ke Tlhopho Bocha ena, sepheo sa eona 
le kamoo e tlo ama litšebeletso tsa metsi kateng mabalane.

Ho feta moo, o boetse o ntse a fetisa thuto ka
mecha e fapaneng ea litaba, ho kenyeletsa:

• Liea-le-moea,
• Thelevishene ea Lesotho,
• Marang-rang (social media),
• Likoranta. 

Sechaba se khothaletsoa ho nka karolo ka mafolofolo likopanong tsena molemong oa ho fumana kutloisiso e pharalletseng ka
Molao oa Metsi o sisintsoeng le bohlokoa ba oona tsamaisong ea metsi Lesotho.

Morero oa Phepelo ea Metsi Mabalane – Mothati oa Bobeli (LLWDP II) o tšehelitsoe ka lichelete ke ‘muso Lesotho, Banka ea
Lefatse, Banka ea Ntsetsopelo ea Europa le Mokhatlo oa Linaha tsa Europa (European Union).

TSEBISO HO SECHABA

THUTO/THUPELO KA TLHOPHO BOCHA EA PHEPELO EA METSI MABALANE

06/03/2026

Tender for supply and delivery of Baby formula, Diapers, 
Hygiene kits and Groceries - ITT: 004 of 2026/2027
1. The Ministry of Gender, Youth and Social 

Development invites bids from locally registered 
eligible companies for the supply and delivery 
of Baby formula, Diapers, Hygiene kits and 
Groceries for Maseru District. 

2. Bids must be delivered to the address below on or 
before 12th March 2026 at 12:00 noon.  All bids 
must be accompanied by a bid security in the form 

by the Central Bank Lesotho.
3. *NB* Tenderers will not be awarded more than 

ONE Lot
4. A complete set of bidding documents may be 

purchased by interested bidders at the address 
below and upon payment of a non-refundable 
fee of (M2,000.00) Two thousand Maloti only.  
The method of payment will be cash at Accounts 

Building.
5. 

Revenue Authority together with their bids as well 
as their trader’s license. These documents shall 

Revenue Authority and Trade Department. Non- 
compliance with this requirement may invalidate 
their bids. 

6. Bids will be opened in the presence of the bidders’ 
representatives who choose to attend at 14:30hrs 
on Tuesday 12th March, 2026 at the address given 
below.

Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information 
from and inspect the bidding documents at: 
Procurement Unit
      Gender, Youth and Social Development Headquarters, 
      10 10 Building Opposite Pitso Ground

      Maseru 100, Lesotho.
     Tel: + 266 – 27003549

Due to the nature of this assignment, the Ministry of 

Tender for supply and delivery of Baby formula, Diapers, Hygiene kits and Groceries - 
ITT: 004 of 2026/2027

FEBRUARY 2026
ITT: 004 of 2026/27

Gender Youth and Social Development (MGYSD) 
shall require that documents and any other information 
acquired by the company from any source during the 
course of undertaking of the assignment be kept strictly 

shared with third parties without the express permission 
of MGYSD.
1.1. ITT Process
The Principal Secretary for Ministry of Gender, Youth and 
Social Development now invite sealed bids from eligible 
bidders for the supply and delivery of Baby formula, 
Diapers, Hygiene kits and Groceries - ITT: 004 of 
2026/2027:

LOT 1

ITEM DESCRIPTION

1 HUGGIES BABY DIAPERS

LOT 2

2 CLEMENSE ADULT DIAPERS

LOT 3

3

LOT 4

4 HYGIENE KITS

5 GROCERIES

No one Bidder will be awarded more than one Lot, 
however Bidders

addressed to the Secretary Tender Panel, Procurement 
Unit, Ministry of Gender, Youth and Social Development 
Headquarters, 
           10 10 Building

Tel: 27003549    
  
Email nmohomaneva@gmail.com. All requests for 

must be in writing through email. 

Ministry of Gender, Youth and Social Development
Invitation for Bid

Kingdom of Lesotho
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METSI A HLOEKILENG A TLA MOTSENG OO U PHELANG HO OONA

SE BOLELANG HO UENA?

MATHATA A LITŠEBELETSO TSA KHALE TSA METSI KE A FE? BOIKARABELLO BA HAU KE BO FE?

HOBANENG TŠEBELETSO EA HO TLISA POMPO LEBALENG LA HAU E LOKELA HO LEFELLOA?

Ho hlokahala litjeo ho pompa

•
•

•

•
•

• U lokela ho nka leeto ho a lata 

•

khoeli le khoeli

TŠEBELETSO E NCHA EA METSI E TLISA METSI A:

TEFISO EA TŠEBELETSO EA METSI E
TLA TSAMAEA JOANG?

A hloekile A nolofatsang bophelo

tsamaea leeto le lelelele ho ea 

A tšepahalang A theko e bobebe

li phahama ho latela tš

ella feela ka Hlapa matsoho ha 

4800L/4,8kl x M 6.11 +

• Ho hokeloa 
M1,620.00 – M4,860.00.

•

•

•

Ha u sebelisa ka holimo ho 5000L ka khoeli, u pat-
ala tjena khoeli le khoeli:

SEO U LOKELANG HO SE ETSA TšEBELISONG EA METSI

BAKENG SA LITLHAKISETSO HOKAHANA LE LESOTHO LOWLANDS WATER DEVELOPMENT 
PROJECT - PHASE II LINOMORONG TSE LATELANG: 266 6282 7550 (WhatsApp).

>15 kl 

>15 kl 
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New barbecue 
experience to ignite 

foodies’ palate

Arts
Chris Theko
Lesotho’s food and outdoor 
lifestyle scene is set to welcome a 
unique culinary experience with 
the introduction of “Sizzle in the 
Sky,” a barbecue-themed event that 

local events calendar.
The event, scheduled for 21 March 

Rakhomo, who were inspired after 
attending several barbecue festivals 
and cooking competitions in South 
Africa.

According to the co-founder 
and the organiser Mokone, their 
experiences at these events sparked 
the idea of introducing a similar 
concept in Lesotho, one that 
celebrates the craft of slow-cooked 
barbecue while offering a distinctive 
twist.

“We have been going to cooking 
competitions and barbecue festivals 
in South Africa, and that’s where the 
inspiration came from. We realised 
that this kind of experience doesn’t 
really exist here at home, so we 
decided to create our very own,” 
Mokone explained.

What sets Sizzle in the Sky apart 
from the typical braai experience is 
its focus on slow smoking techniques, 

wood to gradually infuse meat with 

Unlike conventional grilling, 
where meat is cooked quickly over 

team uses carefully selected woods 

as oak and marula may be used for 
certain meats, while specialized 

for smoking trout and other dishes.
The result is a slow-cooked 

barbecue experience that 
emphasizes patience, technique, and 

Guests attending the event can 
expect a diverse menu featuring a 
variety of smoked meats, including 
beef, chicken, duck, trout, and even 
crocodile meat. 

The organizers say the goal is to 

and show that barbecue can go far 

MEATS: PORK, BIRDS, TROUT & GAME  | Gates open @11AM - 10PM

beyond the traditional braai many 
are familiar with.

While the March event serves as an 
introductory edition, the long-term 
vision is much bigger.

Organisers hope to establish Sizzle 
in the Sky as an annual event, with 

September each year. The September 
edition is expected to be the main 
highlight, where the organizers plan 
to expand the experience and attract 
even more barbecue enthusiasts.

“This event in March is just the 
introduction. The main vision is to 
host a bigger event in September 
every year, where we really go big 
and bring the barbecue culture to 
life,” Mokone said.

With its blend of outdoor 

atmosphere, Sizzle in the Sky aims to 
become a major attraction for food 
lovers and lifestyle enthusiasts in 
Lesotho.

If successful, it could mark the 
beginning of a new culinary tradition, 

bring people together in celebration 
of the art of barbecue. 
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Thoboloko Ntšonyane

Water in Lesotho is more than a natural re-

heritage, emotional depth and community 
resilience.

This message was vividly captured during 
the recent Water Resilient Art Competition, 
where local artists used creativity to explore 
the relationship between people and water 
while raising awareness about conservation.

The initiative, organised by the United 
Kingdom High Commission and the Lesotho 
Commission for UNESCO, brought together 
artists from different backgrounds to express 
the importance of water resilience through 
visual art.

Participants submitted drawings and 
paintings that highlighted the value of water 
and the need to protect what is often referred 
to as Lesotho’s “white gold”. Outstanding 
artists were recognised with prizes for their 
powerful artistic interpretations.

British High Commissioner to Lesotho, 
Martine Sunshine Sobey, praised the creativ-
ity displayed and emphasised the role of art 
in connecting communities and addressing 
important issues.

“We launched the competition to bring 
together the artistic community and to high-
light the vital topic of water, cultural, emo-
tional, and deeply human.”

Providing an overview of the competition, 
Pheko Mathibeli commended the British High 
Commission for supporting an initiative that 
allowed Basotho artists to engage with an im-
portant environmental issue.

“The artists have carefully considered the 
relevance, clarity of message, depth, diver-

sity, and creativity of their pieces,” he said, 
acknowledging their efforts to highlight the 
challenges surrounding water access.

One of the standout artists, Senate Nkuebe, 
produced a painting of a woman carrying a 
baby and a clay bucket of water, symbolising 
the daily realities of many Basotho families.

“This art piece also inspires and encourag-
es people to know the value of water,” she ex-
plained, linking her work to Sustainable De-
velopment Goal 6, which promotes universal 
access to safe water and sanitation.

laptop. Despite Lesotho’s abundant water re-

Arts & Entertainment

remain about balancing conservation and ex-
ploitation of the resource.

Another runner-up, Tlotliso Mathews, 
painted a vivid depiction of the rainy season, 
illustrating the importance of rainfall for ru-
ral communities that often lack adequate wa-
ter infrastructure.

“The persistent generosity of water sus-
tains life and shapes communities,” he said, 
emphasising how closely water is tied to Le-
sotho’s cultural identity.

In the under-16 category, Khati Moroma 
highlighted the importance of conserving 

tho and neighbouring countries.

not just Basotho, but also neighbouring coun-
tries,” Moroma said, calling for stronger poli-
cies to protect the resource.

However, climate change continues to 
threaten water availability in Lesotho. In-
creasingly unpredictable weather patterns, 

agriculture, water supply and livelihoods.
A World Bank report has warned that cli-

shortages in the future due to reduced rainfall 
and rising temperatures.

Large infrastructure projects such as the 
Lesotho Highlands Water Project have also 
sparked debate, with some communities ar-

more than local residents who still struggle 
with water access.

To address environmental challenges, 
several initiatives are promoting communi-
ty involvement in water conservation. Pro-
grammes such as the ReNOKA movement 
encourage communities to protect natural 
resources through integrated catchment 
management.

Educational initiatives supported by the 
European Union have also engaged school-
children in climate change awareness through 
creative activities, including photography ex-
hibitions and art competitions.

Meanwhile, the Ministry of Natural Re-
sources continues to implement projects 
such as the Lesotho Lowlands Water Devel-
opment Project Phase II, aimed at improving 
water supply systems in communities that 
have long struggled with access to potable 
water.

Mokotso said art remains a powerful tool 
for raising awareness about environmental 
issues while supporting the growth of the 
creative sector.

“Artists, through their art, help us see be-
yond statistics and policies. They address the 
current challenges, making us feel the urgen-
cy, the beauty, and the responsibility of pro-
tecting this vital resource,” she said.

Celebrating visual art 
in water conservation
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Comrades marathon 
preparations boosted 

In a move to strengthen long-distance run-
ning in Lesotho, Alliance Insurance has 
once again partnered with Hillbusterz Run-
ning Club to host a 60-kilometre marathon 
scheduled for May 9 around Maseru.

Dubbed the Alliance Hillbusterz Long 
Last Run, the ultra-marathon is designed 
to help Basotho athletes prepare for in-
ternational competitions, particularly the 
upcoming Comrades Marathon in South 
Africa.

Speaking on behalf of the organisers, Al-
liance Insurance’s Manager for Public Rela-
tions, Communications and Sponsorships, 
Limakatso Mokobocho, said the collabora-
tion is driven by a shared vision to support 
local athletic talent.

“The sole purpose of this partnership 
with Hillbusterz is to support Basotho run-

Comrades Marathon. We want to ensure 

they represent the country,” she said.
The event marks an important addition 

to Lesotho’s athletics calendar as it of-
fers elite runners a competitive platform 
on home soil ahead of one of the world’s 
toughest ultra-marathons.

Mall, taking runners through several ar-
eas across the capital. The route will pass 
through Bambatha, Ha Hoohlo, Stationeng, 
Fokothi, Domiciliary, Masoleng, Maqalika 
Dam, Khubetsoana, Mine Workers, Koal-
abata, Ha Tsosane, Khorong, Lancers Gap 
and Lesotho China Fellowship Collegiate.

proximately 30 kilometres before athletes 
return along the same route to Maseru Mall, 
completing the demanding 60-kilometre 
distance.

Organisers say the course has been care-
fully designed to challenge runners physi-
cally and mentally, focusing on endurance, 

Founded in the heart of Maseru, Ma-
sianokeng Sports Academy is using sport 
as a powerful tool to keep children off the 
streets and shape them into responsible 
future leaders.

Established on 21 March 2020, the 
academy now nurtures about 115 boys 

offering them opportunities in soccer, box-
ing and beauty pageants while promoting 

academic excellence.
Tlokotsi Ndlovu, president of the Ma-

sianokeng sports academy, said the initiative 
was born out of deep concern for the welfare 
of young people in the community.

“The aim is to take children away from the 
streets, away from drugs and early teenage 
pregnancy. We wanted to create a safe space 
where they can focus on sports and educa-
tion,” said Ndlovu.

He explained that each child pays a sub-
scription fee of M50 to help sustain some of 

Mamello Rakotsoane

Sports

Representatives of Alliance Insurance Company, athletes from the Hillbusterz Running Club and other stakeholders gather 
during the launch of the 65km ultra-marathon.

stamina and resilience — qualities essen-
tial for success in ultra-distance competi-
tions such as the Comrades Marathon.

Although the race primarily targets ath-

Comrades Marathon, organisers expect 
strong participation from the broader local 
running community.

The event is also seen as an opportunity 
to further promote the culture of long-dis-
tance running in Lesotho and encourage 

emerging athletes to test their limits in ul-
tra-distance races.

During the launch, experienced runner 
Seatile Papashane of Mountain Runners 
Athletics Club was invited to share his jour-
ney in long-distance running with fellow 
athletes and guests.

Papashane revealed that he has earned 
two Comrades Marathon badges and two 
Alliance silver medals from previous races, 
including the Hillbusterz  Last Long run.

about the lessons he has learned from com-
peting in demanding endurance races.

He explained that while the sport has 
brought moments of triumph, it has also 
presented challenges that have shaped his 
growth as an athlete.

“There are good moments and challeng-
ing moments in every race. But each expe-
rience builds strength, discipline and char-
acter,” he said.

the academy’s activities. Despite this contri-

constraints.
“One of the challenges we have is that we 

do not have sponsors and full equipment. 
Many of our children are vulnerable, so we 
try to minimise costs so that it does not af-
fect them,” he said.

Beyond sports training, the academy also 
prioritises academic performance. Learners 
who excel in school and in sports are re-
warded during annual awards ceremonies 
held between May and June, with this year’s 
ceremony scheduled for 30 May 2026.

“We give them awards for performing 
well in school and in sports so as to moti-
vate them. We are looking forward to see-
ing these children performing well in their 
schoolwork and in sports,” Ndlovu added.

The academy has also extended its foot-
print beyond Lesotho’s borders through in-
ternational sports exchanges. From 16 to 20 
July 2026, the team will travel to Botswana 
to participate in a soccer tournament as part 
of an ongoing friendship with teams from 
that country.

One of the academy’s players, 17-year-old 
Malefetsane Ntlopo said that the institu-
tion has been life-changing. Having joined 

building a better future.

“I was inspired by the discipline and 
success of the athletes in my community. I 
wanted to stay focused and avoid negative 

He participates in football, a sport he 
says allows him to express himself and 
work as part of a team. According to him, 
the academy ensures that education comes 

“The academy encourages us to focus 

training times that do not interfere with 
school and our coaches always remind us 
that education is important,” he explained.

Ntlopo said his school results have im-
proved since joining the academy because 
he has learned discipline, time manage-
ment and responsibility.

“Being part of the academy has taught 
me discipline and responsibility, which 
help me focus better on my studies,” he 
said.

He described the upcoming trip to Bot-
swana as a major opportunity.

“Travelling to Botswana means a lot to 
me. It is a great chance to represent my 
academy and my country and compete at a 
higher level,” he said.

which he believes has now been achieved. 
His new ambition is to see Masianokeng 
Sports Academy become one of the biggest 
academies in Lesotho.

As the academy continues to grow, he 
appealed to individuals and companies to 
support the initiative through sponsor-
ships or equipment donations, stressing 
that investing in young people today will 
secure a better tomorrow for the nation.

Masianokeng academy 
moulds future stars

Tlokotsi Ndlovu, President of Masianokeng Sports Academy
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The Vodacom Premier League (VPL) is 
set for a cracking quadruple header this 

The Premier League Management 

(FC) and Lioli FC square off in what could 

Seabata Mahao 
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Matlama will aim to maintain pressure on 
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