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Kamoli claims
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water crises
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money and the machine materialised.
Four commitments, made in public
Facing that record, Monyamane used the 

undertakings, commitments the utility will 
now be judged against.

Rasebala dredging, under tender RFP No. 
WASCO 02 (2025), without delay. “We will 

not allow this project to drift,” Mon-
yamane said, adding that it 

would not be “undermined 
by poor supervision.”

Second, the utility 
promised what it 
called full trans-
parency, including 
genuine engage-
ment with com-
munities around 

the dam through 
the stakeholder pro-

cess already under 
way. “Consultation is not 

a box to be ticked,” Mon-
yamane said. “It is how institu-

tional trust is rebuilt.”
Third, WASCO committed to com-

pleting eleven new boreholes across 
four villages, Matholeng, Motlere, Tha-

baneng and Ha Seitlheko/Phahameng, 
within the stated timeframe, alongside pro-
gress on the Morija-Mafeteng transmission 
pipeline.

Fourth, looking further out, WASCO 
pledged to be technically and institutionally 
ready to take over and run the Lesotho Low-
lands Water Development Project Phase II 
once government hands it over, the Makha-
leng River scheme billed as Mafeteng’s 
eventual permanent water source.

Monyamane capped the four with a 
broader institutional promise: “No WASCO 
asset will again reach the condition of Rase-
bala Dam without triggering a timely and 
adequately resourced corrective response.”

The lesson WASCO says it has learned
The chairman went further than com-

-
la as proof that WASCO’s whole approach 
to maintaining ageing infrastructure had 

WASCO 
acknowledges that a 

more proactive, better-
resourced maintenance 

and monitoring regime was 
required. We say today — that 

standard will now be the 
baseline across every 
asset in our portfolio

“

”

-
tating water crisis erupted, the Water and 
Sewerage Company (WASCO) has publicly 
acknowledged that the collapse of the dis-
trict’s main water source was not an una-
voidable natural disaster but the result of 
years of inadequate infrastructure manage-
ment.

Speaking at the ceremony marking the ar-
rival of long-awaited dredging equipment, 
WASCO Board Chairperson Thabo Stephen 
Monyamane told an audience that includ-
ed Minister of Natural Resources Mohlomi 
Moleko, that the warning signs had accumu-
lated over many years and that the utility 
had learned a painful institutional lesson.

“We must be honest about what hap-
pened to Rasebala Dam,” Monyamane said.

“It was not a sudden failure. It developed 
progressively through a combination of fac-
tors: the growing burden of climate-induced 
drought on a reservoir system designed for 
different hydrological conditions; the ab-
sence of a systematic silt management pro-
gramme commensurate with the dam’s age 

-
cial and technical resources needed to ad-
dress these challenges as they compounded 
over time,” he added.

It is the clearest admission yet that Maf-
eteng’s prolonged water shortages cannot 
be explained by drought alone.

In January 2025, WASCO attributed the 
crisis primarily to extreme weather and 
dwindling water levels. But the chairman’s 
speech acknowledged that Rasebala Dam’s 
decline was gradual, foreseeable and insuf-

“The silt did not arrive overnight. It ac-
cumulated over years, driven by sediment 
loads from degraded catchments, intensi-

-
tered by the technical interventions that the 
dam’s age and condition required,” Mon-
yamane.

A crisis that was seen coming — and 
left to grow

Rasebala Dam has supplied Mafeteng 
town since 1993. It was upgraded once, in 

2012, and never comprehensively serviced 
again. By the time WASCO went public with 
the numbers in January last year, the dam’s 
storage capacity had collapsed to just 15 
percent of its design volume, and the treat-
ment plant built to produce 3.3 megalitres a 
day was managing barely 1.8.

Newsday’s reporting through early 2025 
documented what that shortfall meant on 
the ground.

At Mafeteng High School, 
principal Ramahetlana 
‘Matli told the paper 
his 120 pupils were 

town to lose sup-
ply whenever a 
shortage. At Ma-
feteng Hospital, 
District Medical 

Seleke reported 
patients unable to 
get water for bathing 
or taking medication, and 
credited emergency tanker 
deliveries from WASCO and the Dis-
aster Management Authority (DMA) 
for keeping the hospital functioning 
at all.

By December 2024, residents had run out 
of patience. Acting through lawyer Fusi Se-
hapi and the rights group Advocates for the 
Supremacy of the Constitution (SECTION 
2), they wrote to the Minister of Health and 
the Minister of Natural Resources demand-
ing action, and later petitioned the Consti-
tutional Court, arguing their right to water 
was being violated. That case is still before 
the courts.

What the chairman’s speech now con-

were old news inside WASCO long before 
the public pressure arrived.

A desilting plan for Rasebala existed as far 
back as 2019, costed then at roughly M29 

cycle later, the same job is costing the state 
M52 million, nearly double, and the dam 
had to be starved down to 15 percent capac-
ity, and Mafeteng along with it, before the 
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Staff Reporter failed, and promised that would change. 
“Ageing water infrastructure demands sus-
tained investment and proactive manage-
ment,” he said. “That lesson is now written 
in the experience of Mafeteng, and we carry 
it forward without reservation.”

WASCO says it will now roll out a na-
tionwide asset management plan, treating 
preventive maintenance “not as a cost to 
be avoided but as the very foundation of 
service delivery,” with regular condition 
checks on every dam, treatment plant and 
distribution network the utility runs, and an 
“early-warning culture” meant to ensure no 
other district is left to discover its water se-
curity has quietly fallen to 15 percent before 
anyone acts.

Why the scepticism is warranted
WASCO’s own account gives Mafeteng 

residents good reason to withhold applause. 
This is a utility that, on its own telling, had 

execute it until the crisis had already forced 
schoolchildren to carry water to class and 
put hospital hygiene at risk. The M52-mil-
lion project now under way is arriving 
roughly six years, one Constitutional Court 
case and one public reckoning later than it 
needed to.

The Chief Executive, Mpeke Lebohang 
Makara, described the dredging machine, 
which WASCO says will also be used at Me-
tolong and Katse dams, as “a smart long-
term investment.” General Manager for 
Projects, Lehlohonolo Ncheke, has put the 
volume of silt to be removed at roughly 900 
cubic metres.

Assembly of the machine is expected 
to take about two weeks, after which the 
dredging itself is due to run for around six 
months, with WASCO maintaining it has 

to Mafeteng households in the meantime, 
details of which the utility says will only be 
released once the Prime Minister formally 
launches the works.

Monyamane closed his speech by inviting 
the sector regulator, the Lesotho Electricity 
and Water Authority (LEWA), to hold WAS-
CO to its word: “We welcome your oversight. 
Hold us to account.”
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But in a packed press conference, Mot-
lomelo shot down Kamoli’s claims, brand-
ing him a liar and a killer.

“I watched the court proceedings on the 
internet and heard when Lt-Gen Tlali Ka-

army that is still in my possession. He is a 
liar and a killer himself. I only have a gun 
that is authorised by the Lesotho Mount-

why would Kamoli not instruct his sol-
diers to come and get it from me? I don’t 
like him. He should stop dragging my 
name into acts of crime,” Motlomelo said.

Motlomelo also claimed that he was 
once tortured by Kamoli and his soldiers.

“They attempted to kill me in 2007,” he 
said.

He added that he had worked hard to 
build his name over the years.

“Kamoli cannot just ruin my integrity. I 
am known all over the world for my won-
derful work as an exceptional mechanic 
with skills to manufacture vehicles. Tele-
vision crews from across the world have 
come here to interview me,” he said.

Motlomelo, who wore his graduation 
gown when he addressed the media on 
Tuesday, also took the opportunity to an-
nounce that he had been conferred with 

mechanical work by an institution from 
America.

The Founder of Tlome Auto Style Mo-
tors, Motlomelo initially started a pan-
el-beating workshop for accident-dam-
aged cars, but this ultimately led him to 
car manufacturing after he discovered he 
could rebuild cars from stripped-down 
parts.

Meanwhile, Kamoli is standing trial 
alongside four other army members, Ser-
geant Pitso Ramoepana, Second Lieuten-
ant Litekanyo Nyakane, Corporal Heqoa 

Seitlheko, who all face charges of attempt-
ed murder and malicious damage to 
property for the explosive attacks on the 
homes of Liabiloe Ramoholi (the former 
First Lady ‘Maesaiah Thabane, wife of 
former Prime Minister Thomas Thabane) 
in Moshoeshoe II, and former Police Com-
missioner Khothatso Tšooana in Ha-Abia.

Kamoli also faces an additional charge 
of obstruction of justice. He has remained 
in remand prison since his arrest in Octo-
ber 2017.

On Tuesday, he told the court that he 
had already celebrated nine Christmases 
behind bars.

year, I would celebrate the tenth Christ-
mas in remand prison,” he said.

Lesotho’s self-taught mechanic and vehi-
cle manufacturer, Motlomelo Elias Motlo-
melo, has sharply hit back at the former 
Lesotho Defence Force (LDF) Command-
er, Lieutenant General Tlali Kamoli, alleg-
ing he is a liar and a killer.

Motlomelo, who surprisingly intro-
duced himself as an honorary doctor at a 
media conference he convened at Mooko-
li (Motimposo) in Maseru on Tuesday, hit 

back at the retired army general just one 

Court, alleging Motlomelo was an insur-
gent.

On Monday, Kamoli told the court that 
Motlomelo still had in his possession a 

suspected criminals who committed acts 
of insurgency in Lesotho between 2007 
and 2009.

According to Kamoli, Motlomelo and 
others had managed to disarm members 
of the LDF, in particular soldiers placed 
as guards at cabinet ministers’ residences 
and at road checkpoints.

During these attacks on the army, Ka-
moli added, Motlomelo and his group 
seized army equipment that included war 

Kamoli said they had investigated the 
insurgency acts in a joint operation by 
the army, the police, and the NSS, and had 
hunted down the suspects.

to Motlomelo was never recovered. It is 
still with him,” Kamoli said.

Besides Motlomelo, Kamoli named 
other insurgents as Thabiso Mahase (the 
spouse of Justice ‘Maseforo Mahase), War-

as Mashai), and Letšolo of Koro-Koro.
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racks and outlined a plan to stage shootings 
near the two residences.

Mokaloba further alleged that Kamoli 
intended the operation to appear as an in-
ternal police feud stemming from a dispute 
between then Deputy Commissioner of Po-
lice Keketso Monaheng and Commissioner 
Tšooana. According to Mokaloba, Kamoli’s 
ultimate goal was to destabilise the police 
and position the army as the primary se-
curity for Prime Minister Thabane, thereby 
consolidating his control over the security 
forces.

But Kamoli dismissed Mokaloba’s tes-
timony outright this week, stating that 
Mokaloba had never even attempted to 
meet with him to discuss the subject. Ka-
moli insisted that he had never issued any 
instructions to anyone related to the at-
tacks at Moshoeshoe II or Ha-Abia.

Security committee meeting drama

bombing incident, he was invited to a Se-
curity Committee meeting convened by the 
committee’s chairman, then Deputy Prime 
Minister Mothetjoa Metsing. Also present 
were the then Director General of the Na-
tional Security Service (NSS), Mohlakala 
Lerotholi, and Cabinet Ministers Thesele 
‘Maseribane and Molobeli Soulo. Kamoli 
told the court that all members were pres-
ent except Tšooana.

Instead of attending himself, Kamoli said, 
Tšooana had instructed Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (DCP) Masupha Masupha 
to attend on his behalf.

The members were not happy with 
Tšooana’s behaviour, which Kamoli said 
they described as “undermining and disre-
specting” the chairman of the Committee 
and Deputy Prime Minister Metsing.

Kamoli said Metsing dismissed Masupha 
from the meeting, stating that he had invit-
ed Tšooana, not Masupha.

“He wanted Tšooana, not Masupha, in 
that meeting,” Kamoli told the court.

Shortly thereafter, Kamoli said, Lerotho-
li received a call from the then Principal 
Secretary in the Ministry of Defence, David 
Sehloho.

“Sehloho told Lerotholi that the Director 
General of NSS should not have attended 
the meeting because they had already es-
tablished that it was Honourable Metsing 
and I who were involved in the bombing 

The former Lesotho Defence Force (LDF) 
Commander, Lieutenant General Tlali 
Kamoli, has told the High Court that he 
warned Prime Minister Motsoahae Thom-
as Thabane against his relationship with 
his then-girlfriend, Liabiloe Ramoholi, at 
Moshoeshoe II in Maseru, before the co-
ordinated late-night explosive attacks on 
January 27, 2014, at Moshoeshoe II and 
Ha-Abia.

The attacks targeted the home of Ramo-
holi (who later married Thabane and be-
came First Lady ‘Maesaiah Thabane) in 
Moshoeshoe II and the residence of then 
Police Commissioner Khothatso Tšooana 
in Ha-Abia. The bombings sent shockwaves 
across the nation.

The trial, presided over by Justice 
Charles Hungwe, sees Kamoli and several 
army members – Sergeant Pitso Ramoepa-
na, Second Lieutenant Litekanyo Nyakane, 
Corporal Heqoa Malefane, and Lance Cor-

attempted murder and malicious damage 
to property. Kamoli also faces an additional 
charge of obstruction of justice.

Kamoli’s testimony: A warning un-
heeded

Taking the stand as Accused 1 on Mon-

the prime minister ahead of the bombing 
attacks and raised concerns about his safe-
ty.

Led by his defence lawyer, Advocate 
Letuka Molati, Kamoli told the court that 
during their meeting, Thabane informed 
him that since he had no wife, he was in a 
relationship with his girlfriend residing at 
Moshoeshoe II, Liabiloe Ramoholi.

“He said he would go and visit her at Mo-
shoeshoe II. I then warned him against that. 

I said it was not safe anymore for him, as 
the prime minister, to be seen in love affairs 
at places like Moshoeshoe II,” Kamoli testi-

He suggested that it would be safer if 
the girlfriend could be fetched by a soldier 
from his guard and ferried to State House 
whenever the prime minister wanted to 
meet her.

“I told him it was risky for the prime min-
ister to be there at any awkward moment,” 
Kamoli said.

However, Thabane did not heed Kamoli’s 
advice. Instead, Kamoli told the court, the 
prime minister requested that he provide a 
team of soldiers to escort him to Moshoe-
shoe II to see his girlfriend there.

Kamoli added that he is a respectful 
person who heeds the instructions of his 
elders.

“I am a child well-raised. I was taught 
well by my father, who always said to me 
that I should always obey the elderly but 
not be afraid to speak my mind,” he said.

It was on this principle, Kamoli ex-
plained, that he did not insist further on his 
advice to Thabane.

“I listened to him and provided him with 
a team of highly trained soldiers to always 
escort him to his girlfriend’s place,” he said.

Kamoli rebuts Mokaloba’s testimony
Kamoli sharply rebuked the testimony 

of Major General Ramanka Mokaloba, who 
had previously implied that Kamoli was the 
one who ordered the bombings at Moshoe-
shoe II and Ha-Abia.

On July 24, 2024, during his evi-
dence-in-chief, Major General Mokaloba 

plan to attack the homes of Liabiloe Ramo-
holi and Khothatso Tšooana. Mokaloba 
claimed that in January 2014, Kamoli sum-

-

“I warned PM Thabane 
against his love affair 
at Moshoeshoe II,” 
Kamoli claims

attacks at Moshoeshoe II and Ha-Abia,” Ka-
moli said.

He said all members were surprised by 

Sehloho had confessed that he was the one 
who instructed Tšooana not to attend the 
meeting because it had been convened by 
the suspects in the bombing attacks.

Kamoli’s surprise at police investiga-
tions

Kamoli said he contacted Tšooana the 
following day to request an update on the 
investigations relating to the bombings. He 
expressed surprise when the police com-
missioner told him that they had already 
made progress with the assistance of the 
South African Police Service (SAPS).

Kamoli said he was surprised because 
the police were supposed to conduct the 
investigations together with the army, as 
had been instructed by Prime Minister 
Thabane.

The trial continues before Justice 
Hungwe in the High Court.

The January 27, 2014 attacks occurred 
during one of the most turbulent periods 
in Lesotho’s coalition government, formed 
after the 2012 general election.

Prime Minister Thabane’s coalition ad-
ministration, which included the All Baso-
tho Convention (ABC), Lesotho Congress 
for Democracy (LCD) led by Deputy Prime 
Minister Metsing, and the Basotho National 
Party (BNP) led by ‘Maseribane, had be-
come deeply divided over governance and 
control of the country’s security institu-
tions.

Relations between LDF, under Lieutenant 
General Kamoli, and the Lesotho Mounted 
Police Service (LMPS), led by Commission-
er Tšooana, had deteriorated sharply.

Tensions were fuelled by allegations of 
political interference, rivalry between the 
military and police, and competing loyal-
ties within the coalition government.

volatile political and security crisis that cul-
minated months later in the suspension of 
Parliament, the attempted removal of Ka-
moli as army commander, and the August 
30, 2014, military operation that forced 

-
ly to South Africa, the subsequent Southern 
African Development Community (SAD-
C)-brokered Maseru Facilitation Process, 
and the snap general election of February 
2015.

Kamoli has been in remand prison since 
2017 on multiple charges.

The trial, which has been running in-
termittently for several years before the 
High Court, forms part of a broader series 
of criminal proceedings arising from Le-
sotho’s political and security instability 
between 2014 and 2017, a period that 
prompted repeated interventions by SADC 
and ultimately the establishment of the re-
gional commission of inquiry led by Justice 
Mpaphi Phumaphi after the killing of for-
mer army commander Lieutenant General 
Maaparankoe Mahao in June 2015.

…the incarcerated army commander      
distances himself from 2014 explosive 
attacks at Moshoeshoe II and Ha-Abia

…rubbishes claims that he plotted the 
attacks

Former LDF Commander, Lieutenant 
General Tlali Kamoli

Former Prime Minister Motsoahae 
Thomas Thabane

Former Deputy Prime Minister Mothetjoa 
Metsing

‘Maesaiah Thabane
(Liabiloe Ramoholi)
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Thoboloko Ntšonyane 
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When the system works: what 
Mafeteng water crisis shows 
about democracy’s feedback loop
Democracy is usually judged by its elections. 
But between elections, it is judged by 
something less visible and far harder to 
sustain, whether the ordinary complaint 
of an ordinary citizen can travel from a dry 
tap in a rural district all the way to a cabinet 
minister’s decision, and come back as water. 
From late 2024 to early 2025, Mafeteng 
became an unplanned test of that circuitry. 
The results, while incomplete, are instructive.

The theory: three links in a chain
Strip away the technical detail of dams 

and dredging, and Mafeteng’s water crisis 
is really a case study in a simple democratic 
mechanism with three links. First, citizens 

voice it, individually, through representatives, 
or through the courts. Second, that voice 
needs a carrier capable of putting it in front of 
people with power and keeping it there long 
enough to matter, usually the media. Third, 
and most decisive, the institutions on the 
receiving end have to actually respond – not 
with a statement, but with money, machinery 
and a timeline.

Any of the three can fail. Citizens can suffer 
in silence, or complain into a void. Media 
can ignore a rural story that has no obvious 
national audience. Government and utilities 

changing course. Lesotho has plenty of 
history with each of those failure modes. 
What makes Mafeteng worth examining is 
that, this time, none of the three links broke.

Link one: citizens found their voice, 
formally

Mafeteng residents did not simply 
complain, they organised. Working with 
lawyer advocate Fusi Sehapi and the rights 
organisation Advocates for the Supremacy 
of the Constitution (SECTION 2), residents 
put their grievance on the record in writing, 
addressing a formal letter to the Minister of 
Health and the Minister of Natural Resources 
in December 2024, and copying the Prime 
Minister. They also engaged their Members 
of Parliament directly. When those did not 
produce an immediate remedy, they escalated 
further, petitioning the Constitutional Court 
on the argument that their right to water, 
read into the right to life under Section 5 of 
the Constitution, was being violated by the 
state’s own utility. 

This is what a functioning civic channel 
looks like, grievance translated into legal 
and political language, using the institutions 
the Constitution provides, rather than 
resignation or unrest. It is worth noting that 
this required residents to have access to 
legal representation and an organised rights 
group willing to act, an advantage not every 
distressed community in Lesotho can count 
on.

Link two: the media stayed on the story
The second link is where Mafeteng’s case is 

most distinctive. Newsday’s coverage of the 
crisis was not a single dramatic exposé but a 
sustained run of reporting across months – 
court petitions, ministerial correspondence, 
WASCO’s own statements, and repeated 
visits to the people living the crisis day to 
day: a school principal describing his pupils 

doctor detailing patients unable to get water 
for medication or bathing, WASCO’s caretaker 
chief executive acknowledging the scale of 
the hardship in his own words.

That sustained attention did two things 
a single story could not. It kept the human 

cost of a technical failure, siltation, storage 
percentages, megalitres per day, legible to a 
public that does not naturally engage with 
dam engineering. And it created a public 

response, or lack of one, to go unnoticed. 
When WASCO’s own chairman, Stephen 
Monyamane, stood at the podium this week, 
he explicitly credited that Newsday reporting 
with keeping the crisis “in the national 
conversation,” a rare instance of an accused 
institution naming its watchdog by name and 
thanking it, rather than treating scrutiny as 
hostility.

Link three: institutions moved, and said 
so publicly

The third link is the one democracies most 
often fail to close, because acknowledging 
a problem costs a government or utility 

institutional humility. Mafeteng’s case shows 
partial success here, but success nonetheless.

The Disaster Management Authority 
(DMA) deployed water tankers to the 
hospital and schools. The Prime Minister 
travelled to Mafeteng in person rather than 
issuing a statement from Maseru, a choice 
WASCO’s chairman, Monyane, this week 
called a deliberate signal that “the people of 
Mafeteng would not be left behind.” WASCO 
issued tenders for dredging under the Public 
Procurement Act, moved on plans for eleven 
new boreholes, and, after a delay whose length 
is itself worth scrutinising, took delivery of 
the dredging equipment now assembling at 
Rasebala Dam. Government resources were 
committed to a M52-million project, and the 

to the longer-term Lesotho Lowlands Water 
Development Project Phase II.

language used to describe them. Monyamane 
did not simply announce a project, he 
offered something closer to an institutional 
confession, telling the audience that “the 
progressive siltation of the reservoir... was 
not countered by a systematic desiltation 
programme” and committing WASCO, on 

undertakings, timely completion of the 
dredging, genuine community consultation, 
delivery of the boreholes and pipeline, 
and operational readiness for the 
Makhaleng River scheme when it arrives. 
A government institution publicly binding 
itself to measurable promises, in front of the 
community it failed, is not a common feature 
of Lesotho’s public life. It happened here 

to make silence costlier than a response.
What this is not: a case for complacency
It would be a mistake to read Mafeteng as 

proof that the system works well. It is closer 
to proof that the system can work, under 
pressure, when every part of it functions 
near its best, and that this is still far too rare 
a combination.

The chain took the better part of two 
years to close, and only closed after storage 
capacity had already collapsed to 15 percent, 
children were carrying water to school, 
and a hospital was struggling to maintain 
basic hygiene. A desilting plan for Rasebala 
Dam had existed since 2019, costed then at 
roughly M29 million; by the time political 
and legal pressure forced action, the same 
job cost M52 million, and the human cost in 
between is not one that can be reversed by 
a machine. Democracy’s feedback loop, in 
this case, worked, but slowly, expensively, 
and only after avoidable damage had already 
been done.

News

St John’s High School students in Mafeteng

Mafeteng Water Crisis

There is also the question of durability. 
WASCO’s four commitments are promises, 
not outcomes. The High Court case brought 
by Mafeteng residents remains open, which 
means the community that forced this 
response has, sensibly, declined to treat a 
ceremony and a speech as a substitute for a 
completed remedy. And the deeper structural 
question Monyamane himself raised, why 
an ageing dam was allowed to silt down to 
15 percent of capacity before “a timely and 
adequately resourced corrective response” 
arrived, has been answered so far with a 
promise of future vigilance, not yet with 
evidence of it.

Why the case still matters
None of that undercuts the value of the 

case study. Democracies are not judged 
by whether harm occurs, harm to citizens 
from ageing infrastructure, climate stress 
and institutional neglect is a near-universal 
feature of governance everywhere. They are 
judged by whether there exists a route from 
that harm, through voice and scrutiny, to a 

and can be measured against later. Mafeteng 
shows that route exists in Lesotho, that it 
can be walked by an under-resourced rural 
community with the help of civil society 
and a persistent local newsroom, and that it 
can produce a public commitment from an 
institution that would otherwise have had 
every incentive to manage the story quietly 

The test now shifts from whether the 
system can respond to whether it can follow 
through, and whether the next community 
facing an ageing dam, a failing clinic, or a 
collapsing service has to wait for its own 
crisis to reach 15 percent before the same 
three links engage on its behalf.
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�e 346.99-carat Type II white diamond was recovered in June 2026

Letšeng 
unearths jewel 
of independence

Gem Diamonds has recovered a massive 
346.99 carat white diamond at its Letšeng 
mine in Lesotho, and has named the stone 
the “Lesotho Jubilee” in honour of the coun-
try’s 60th independence anniversary.

The London-listed miner disclosed the 
discovery in its Trading Update covering 
1 January to 30 June 2026 (H1 2026), re-
leased this week. 

The diamond, recovered in June, was 
one of three exceptional +100 carat stones 
unearthed during the Period, two of which 
have already been sold. The Lesotho Jubilee 
itself will go under the hammer after the 
close of the reporting period.

Beyond the headline gem, the company 
reported that its highest price achieved in 
the half was US$32,908 per carat, fetched 
for a 52.24 carat white diamond. 

In total, eight diamonds each sold for 
more than US$1.0 million, together gen-
erating aggregate revenue of US$16.1 mil-
lion, underlining Letšeng’s reputation as 
one of the world’s premier sources of large, 
high-value stones.

Gem Diamonds said “all operational and 

guidance for 2026,” a reassuring signal for 
investors despite a mixed production pic-
ture.

At Letšeng, waste tonnes stripped fell 
sharply to 308,118 in H1 2026, down 82% 
from 1,698,817 in H1 2025, while ore 
tonnes treated edged up 4% to 2,604,145 
from 2,504,001. 

However, the Satellite Pipe, the mine’s 
higher-grade, higher-value ore source, con-
tributed only 417,734 tonnes, a 48% drop 
from 802,135 tonnes a year earlier.

That shift in mix, drove the headline pro-

12% to 41,695 from 47,125, while the grade 
recovered slipped 15% to 1.60 carats per 

operations.”
Letšeng, he noted, “has been less impact-

ed, with encouragingly strong demand lead-
ing to an improvement in prices during H1 
2026,” owing to its exceptional quality and 
large diamond recoveries.

“Gem remains focused on continuing to 
operate the Letšeng mine safely and respon-

-
serve the long-term value of the business,” 
Elphick added.

 Apart from the Lesotho Jubilee, Letšeng 
is renowned for the production of other his-
toric diamonds. In January 2018, a 910-car-
at white diamond, the Lesotho Legend was 

-
mond in the world.

In August 2011, a 550-carat white dia-
mond, the Letšeng Star became the fourth 
major recovery at Letšeng since Gem Dia-
monds’ 2006 takeover. It was preceded by 
the 478-carat Leseli la Letšeng (‘Light of 
Letšeng’) in 2008, the 493-carat Letšeng 
Legacy in 2007 and the 603-carat Lesotho 
Promise in 2006. 

-
est rough white gem diamonds on record. In 
addition, the 601-carat Lesotho Brown was 
recovered from the mine in 1967.
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Bereng Mpaki

hundred tonnes (cpht) from 1.88 cpht. 
The company explained that “the lower 

proportion of Satellite Pipe material in the 
production mix resulted in the overall low-
er grade, and therefore lower carats recov-
ered during the Period when compared to 
H1 2025,” adding that “production for the 
remainder of the year will be sourced only 
from the Main Pipe, while preparations are 
made for the next cutback in the Satellite 
Pipe.”

Despite fewer carats, revenue told a 

dipped only 4% to 42,624, yet total sales 
value surged 33% to US$59.5 million 
from US$44.7 million, as the average price 
achieved climbed 38% to US$1,395 per car-
at from US$1,008.

The improved pricing comes against a 
-

amond industry, which continues to grapple 
with the disruptive rise of lab-grown alter-
natives. 

said: “Market prices for lower quality, small, 
rough diamonds remain severely impacted 
by synthetic diamonds. This has resulted in 
a number of mines, with this particular size 
and quality diamond footprint, suspending 

8

Lesotho 
economy 
shrinks

Lesotho’s economy has lost momentum in 
recent months, with the country’s moderate 
economic rebound earlier this year proving 
short-lived, according to the latest Monetary 

In simpler terms, weaker economic ac-
tivity means businesses are producing and 
selling less than before, consumers are 
spending cautiously, and investment growth 
remains subdued. It also implies fewer op-
portunities for job creation and slower in-
come growth if the trend persists.

“Domestic economic activity has weak-
ened. The moderate rebound recorded 
earlier in the year was not sustained, while 
recent indicators point to subdued demand 
in the transport and manufacturing subsec-

the latest report.
His statement indicates that key sectors 

of the economy are struggling to maintain 
growth momentum, with transport and 
manufacturing experiencing weaker de-
mand.

Letete further noted that private-sector 
credit growth remains subdued, indicating 
that households and businesses are bor-
rowing cautiously despite relatively stable 

credit to support spending.
“Private-sector credit growth remained 

subdued and is expected to stay broadly 
aligned with the medium-term outlook,” the 
statement said.

to continue growing modestly over the me-
dium term, although much of that growth is 
projected to come from the services sector 
rather than broad-based expansion across 
industries.

-
ed to remain modest and supported mainly 
by the services sector.”

The services sector includes industries 
-

vices, retail trade, tourism and hospitality, 
which have increasingly become important 
pillars of Lesotho’s economic activity.

Despite weaker domestic growth, Leso-
tho’s external position remains relatively 
strong. The country’s net international re-
serves (NIR) stood at US$1,353 million as 
of July 16, 2026, equivalent to 5.4 months of 
import cover.

protect the country’s currency arrangement 
with South Africa against external shocks, 

However, the apex bank expects reserves 

to decline gradually over the coming months 
as higher global oil prices increase the coun-
try’s import bill, with reserves projected to 
fall to US$1,217 million by March 2027.

Global economic developments continue 
-

nomic outlook. Supply disruptions arising 

energy prices sharply higher, contributing 

trends.

global growth include escalating geopoliti-
cal tensions, increased trade fragmentation 
and the possible development of a strong El 
Niño weather phenomenon.

These developments are particularly con-
cerning for commodity-importing, low-in-
come economies such as Lesotho, which 
are more vulnerable to rising fuel and food 
prices.

upwards, driven mainly by rising transport 
costs. Food price pressures, however, have 
remained relatively contained.

The central bank also revised its medi-
-

wards, warning that risks remain tilted to 
the upside.

persistently higher oil prices, the possible 
withdrawal of fuel levy relief measures, 
weather-related disruptions affecting food 
supplies and secondary effects that could 
lead to higher wages and broader price in-
creases across the economy.

-
cy rate at 6.75 per cent per annum.

evidence of second-round effects and stand 
ready to act decisively, as necessary, to safe-
guard the peg and preserve macroeconomic 
stability,” Letete concluded.
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Econet Telecom Lesotho (ETL) and the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) signed a renewed Memorandum 

Econet, UNDP join 
forces for Lesotho’s 
digital economy

Lesotho’s drive to build a digitally com-
petitive economy gained momentum this 
week as Econet Telecom Lesotho (ETL) 
and the United Nations Development 
Programme (UNDP) renewed their part-

digital infrastructure and innovation.
-

Deputy Resident Representative Dr Taye 
-

the renewed partnership signals a shift 
towards positioning Lesotho within the 
global AI economy.

The digital economy offers one of the 
few realistic pathways Lesotho to diver-

But the question is whether the coun-
-

ment and human capital required to par-
ticipate meaningfully in that future.

Addressing stakeholders at the signing 
-

munications companies can no longer 

connectivity.

communication. It is a foundation for in-

the past several years modernising its 
network to support advanced technol-

investments he said place Lesotho in 
a stronger position than many African 
countries found themselves in during pre-
vious waves of technological change.

adopting transformative technologies. 
Electricity took more than half a century 
to become widespread after its intro-

-

internet adoption trailed by more than 
-

sents an opportunity to break that histor-
ical pattern.

because of the investments ETL has al-

Group has secured access to AI comput-
ing capacity through a partnership with 

-
self has developed sovereign cloud and 
data infrastructure capable of hosting 
local datasets and AI applications within 
the country. For policymakers increasing-
ly concerned about data sovereignty and 

infrastructure could become an impor-
tant strategic asset.

-
frastructure alone would not deliver dig-
ital transformation.

“We recognise that infrastructure is not 
enough. What matters equally is building 
the right policy environment and invest-

-
tiatives are plans to establish a National 

-

collaborations and strengthen entrepre-
neurship programmes targeting young 
innovators. 

-
tiatives could help narrow the country’s 
growing digital skills gap while building 
an innovation pipeline capable of sup-
porting technology startups and knowl-
edge-based industries.

Perhaps the most notable aspect of the 
agreement is its attempt to move AI be-
yond theoretical discussion into practical 
economic application. Rather than treat-

intelligent systems could improve pro-

government.

introduce locally relevant AI-powered 
-

rican markets. Such technologies could 

-

support small businesses through auto-

digital technologies to accelerate progress 
towards the Sustainable Development 
Goals. Dr Taye Amssalu described digital 
transformation as one of the most power-
ful drivers of inclusive development.

“Through this strengthened partner-

in building inclusive digital ecosystems 

improve public service delivery and en-
sure that no one is left behind in the dig-

The agreement also commits both 
organisations to supporting Lesotho’s 

-
cure and responsible AI adoption. That 
policy dimension may ultimately prove 

grappling with questions of AI govern-
-

bersecurity. Developing clear regulations 

increasingly embedded in public services 
and private enterprise.

Rather than relying solely on do-

and development agencies are increasing-
ly leveraging private sector investment to 

-

technology investment and implementa-
tion capacity. 

Business
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Molumaela Lepeli, a PhD candidate, a highly experienced Health Administrator, Nurse 
Educator, and Community Health Specialist

Advertisement

QMMH finance manager 
fails to justify M8 million 
spending

A senior Queen ‘Mamohato Memorial 

authorised to spend nearly M8 million from 

approximately M8 million from the hospital’s 

Health
Rh incompatibility: 
Silent threat in 
pregnancy, expert warns

Ntsoaki Motaung

Ntsoaki Motaung

Public health experts are urging 
all pregnant women to get early 
blood tests to detect a potentially 
life-threatening condition 
known as Rh incompatibility, a 
mismatch between the mother’s 
and baby’s blood types that can 
have deadly consequences if left 
untreated. 

31 July - 06 August 2026
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Dr Theko Tlebere Beyond technology: Why 
clear systems matter in 
public service delivery

Editorial Comment: When journalism 
gives voice to the forgotten

31 July - 06 August 2026
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Smallholder Agricultural Development Project (SADP II)
Matching Grant Programme

Call for Applications

Background:

Priorities:
Grant Financing:

Eligible Applicants:

Eligible Expenditures under Grant:

Non-Eligible Expenditures under Grant:

Evaluation of the Applications:

Application Documentation: 

Deadline and Place for Submission of Applications:
August 26, 2026, at 1630hrs

Advertisement

Maseru, Lesotho
08 JULY 2026

Re: Procurement and Distribution of Field Crop Inputs to Support Vulnerable HHS-LSO-2000002340-0240-G-NCB

IInvitation for Bids

 
Attn: Procurement Manager ROLL Project

Industrial Area, Plot no. 12281-609, 
Maseru 100
Lesotho
Tel: (+266) 58730763/ (+266) 58757203
E-mail: procurement.roll@gov.ls morakanyane.mafatle@gov.ls

10:00 local time on the 10 August 2026

Please note that electronic bids shall not

Yours sincerely,
Procurement Manager

Industrial Area, Plot no.12281-609, Maseru 100, Lesotho
Tel: (+266) 58730763/ (+266) 58757203 
E-mail: procurement.roll@gov.ls

The Government of Lesotho

(FAO) and OPEC Fund for International Development

Regeneration of Landscapes 
and Livelihoods.

The Regeneration of Landscapes and Livelihoods

21st April 2026 23rd April 2026 
24th April 2026 and Informative on 29 April 2026

Procurement 
and Distribution of Field Crop Inputs to Support Vulnerable HHS More details on 

National Competitive Bidding (NCB) method, the 

will not be held as described in the bid data sheet 

Procurement and Distribution of Apiculture Tools and Materials To Support 
Vulnerable HHS-LSO-2000002340-0241-G-NCB
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1. The Ministry of Trade, Industry and 
Business Development has been 
allocated/received funds from Government 
of Lesotho to be used for the acquisition of 
Metrology Equipment.

2. The Entity invites sealed bids from eligible 
bidders for the provision of the above 
Goods.

3. Bidding will be conducted in accordance 
with the open national competitive 
bidding method contained in the Public 
Procurement Act and is open to all national 
bidders.

4. Interested eligible bidders may obtain 
further information and inspect the bidding 
documents at the address given below at 
8(a) from 9:00 am to 4:00 pm.

5. The Bidding document in English may be 
purchased by interested bidders on the 
submission of a written application to the 
address below at 8(b) and upon payment 
of a non-refundable fee of M1000.00. The 
method of payment will be cash.

6. Bids must be delivered to the address 
below at 8(c) at or before 10:00 am on 
the 7 September 2026. All bids must be 
accompanied by a bid security of M20, 
000.00. Bid securities or bid securing 
declarations must be valid until 7 December 
2026. Late bids shall be rejected. Bids will 
be opened in the presence of the bidders’ 
representatives who choose to attend at 
the address below at 8(d) at 10.00 am on 
the 7 September 2026

7. There shall not be a pre – bid meeting.
8. (a) Documents may be inspected at: 

Procurement Unit Ministry of Trade, 
Industry and Business Development, 2nd 

1. The Ministry of Public Works and Transport has 
been allocated/received funds from Government 
under Development Budget to be used for the 
acquisition of 3% Aqueous Film Forming Foam.

2. The Entity invites sealed bids from eligible 
bidders for the provision of the above Goods.

3. Bidding will be conducted in accordance with 
the open national bidding method contained in 
the Public Procurement Act and is open to all 
bidders.

4. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further 
information and inspect the bidding documents 
at the address given below at 8(a) from [0800hrs 
to 1600hrs].  

5. The Bidding document in English may be 

next to St Catherines High School 
6. Bids must be delivered to the address below at 

8(c) at or before 04th August 2026, 1200Hrs. 
[If appropriate, include the following: All bids 
must be accompanied by a bid security of 2% 
of the bid amount. Bid securities or bid securing 
declarations must be valid until 04th November 
2026. Late bids shall be rejected. Bids will 
be opened in the presence of the bidders’ 
representatives who choose to attend at the 
address below at 8(d) at 1200Hrs, 04th August 
2026.

7. There shall not be a pre – bid meeting/ site visit.
8. (a) Documents may be inspected at:

Next to St Catherines High School
Procurement Unit
Room 223

 
(b)  Documents will be issued from: 

Next to St Catherines High School

BID NOTICE UNDER OPEN NATIONAL COMPETITIVE TENDERINGBID NOTICE UNDER OPEN COMPETITIVE TENDERING

Invitation to BiddersInvitation to Bidders

3 August 2026 
Tender For Supply and Delivery of Metrology Equipment - MTIBD/26-27/01

02 July 2026
Supply and delivery of 3% Aqueous Film Forming Foam - PRO/1/2026/2027

Lesotho. Contact person is Head of 
Procurement Ministry of Trade, Industry 
and Business Development email 
address 

 (b) Documents will be 
issued from: Procurement Unit 
Ministry of Trade, Industry and Business 

 (c) Bids must be delivered 
to:   Procurement Unit Ministry of Trade, 
Industry and Business Development, 2nd 

Lesotho. 
 (d) Address of bid opening: 
 Ministry’s Main Boardroom, 
Ministry of Trade, Industry and Business 

9. The planned procurement schedule 
(subject to changes) is as follows:

Activity Date
a.  Publish bid notice 3 August 2026
b.  Pre-bid meeting 
where applicable

Not applicable

c.  Bid closing date 7 September 
2026

d.  Evaluation process 14 September 
2026

e. Display and 
communication of 
best evaluated bidder 
notice

17 September 
2026

f.  Contract signature 30 September 
2026

Procurement Unit
Room 223

(c)  Bids must be delivered to:            

Corner Senate Road & Lepoqo Road, Industrial 
Area, Maseru
Opposite Browns Wholesale

(d)   Address of bid opening: 

Corner Senate Road & Lepoqo Road, Industrial 
Area, Maseru
Opposite Browns Wholesale

9. The planned procurement schedule (subject to 
changes) is as follows:

Activity Date
a.  Publish bid notice 02nd July 

2026

b. Pre-bid meeting where 
applicable

(N/A)

c.  Bid closing date 04th August 
2026

d.  Evaluation process 05th – 14ht 
August 2026

e.  Display and communication 
of best evaluated bidder 
notice

17th – 21st 
August 2026

f.  Contract signature 24th – 28th 
August 2026.  

Signature: _____________

Advertisement

A10

A2

A2

Background:

Purpose of the assignment:

Objectives:

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

Short-listing Criteria

Duration of the assignment:
Twelve (12) to Sixteen (16) Weeks.  

     
Submission:

“Consultancy Services for Organisational Review and 
Restructuring”  

Thursday 27 August 
2026 at 16:00 hrs. 

Disclaimer:

Road Fund
REQUEST FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST

(CONSULTANCY SERVICES)

ASSIGNMENT TITLE:  ORGANISATIONAL REVIEW AND RESTRUCTURING
REFERENCE NUMBER: RF/2026/C1
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Government of Lesotho

Government of Lesotho

COMPETITIVENESS AND FINANCIAL INCLUSION (CAFI) PROJECT

COMPETITIVENESS AND FINANCIAL INCLUSION (CAFI) PROJECT

MSME RESILIENCE BUILDING AND PREPAREDNESS SUPPORT

TŠEHETSO EA LIKHOEBO TSE NYANE, TSE MAHARENG LE TSE NTSENG LI THUTHUOA MALEBANA LE BOITŠEMATLELO LE BOITOKISETSO 
KHAHLANONG LE PHETOHO EA LEHOLIMO

CALL FOR APPLICATIONS

KHOELEHETSO EA LIKOPO 

BACKGROUND 

Strengthening the Resilience of MSMEs to Climatic 
Shocks and Disasters

Eligibility criteria

• 
• 
• 

• 

• 

Selelekela

 

Lintlha tse lebelletsoeng ho hlaha kahara likopo

• 

• 

• 
• 
• 
• 

Note:
 

Application Process

Submission

to 

[08h00 to 17h00 local time].

Lesotho Competitiveness and Financial Inclusion Project
House No. 252, Maseru West

Corner Kingsway and Tona-Kholo Road
P.O. Box 747,
Maseru 100

Lesotho
Tel: (+266) 22 315 100

• 
• 

• 

• 
• 

Mokhoa oa ho kenya likopo

Lintlha tse ling li ka fumaneha atereseng e ka tlase nakong ea lihora tsa 
mosebetsi [08:00 ho isa ho 17:00]

Lesotho Competitiveness and Financial Inclusion Project
House No. 252, Maseru West

Corner Kingsway and Tona-Kholo Road
P.O. Box 747,
Maseru 100

Lesotho
Tel: (+266) 22 315 100
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BID NOTICE UNDER OPEN COMPETITIVE TENDERING
[LAA ICT/Internet Services: 08/07/2026 ] 
The Land Administration Authority has allocated funds be used for the acquisition of supply 
and delivery of Internet Services.
1. The Entity invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the provision of the above 

supplies.
2. Bidding will be conducted in accordance with the open national bidding method 

contained in the Public Procurement Act and is open to all bidders.
3. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information and inspect the bidding 

documents at the address given below at 7(a) from [08;00am to 05:00pm].
4. Bids must be delivered to the address below at 8(c) at or before [12:00 Noon). 

Late bids shall be rejected. Bids will be opened in the presence of the bidders’ 
representatives who choose to attend at the address below at 7(d) at [21/08/2026]

5. There shall NOT be a pre – bid meeting as indicated in the proposed schedule in this 
notice.

6. (a) Documents may be inspected at: Land Administration Authority
(b) Documents will be issued from:  Land Administration Authority
(c) Bids must be delivered to: 
(d) Address of bid opening: P.O. Box 11856, Maseru, Lesotho. Lerotholi Road 
Opposite, The Royal Palace

9. The planned procurement schedule (subject to changes) is as follows:
Activity Date
a. Publish bid notice 08/07/2026
b. Pre-bid meeting where applicable N/A
c. Bid closing date 21/08/2026
d. Evaluation process (24th August to 31st August 2026)
e. Display and communication of best 
evaluated bidder notice

(01st to 14th September 2026)

f. Contract signature (15th to 21st  September 2026)

[LAA HRA/ Two (2) SUV Vehicles/08/07/2026]
1. The Land Administration Authority has allocated funds be used for the acquisition of 

supply and delivery of Two (2) SUV Vehicles.
2. The Entity invites sealed bids from eligible bidders for the provision of the above 

supplies.
3. Bidding will be conducted in accordance with the open national bidding method 

contained in the Public Procurement Act and is open to all bidders.
4. Interested eligible bidders may obtain further information and inspect the bidding 

documents at the address given below at 7(a) from [08;00am to 05:00pm].   
5. Bids must be delivered to the address below at 8(c) at or before [12:00 Noon 

08/07/2026). Late bids shall be rejected. Bids will be opened in the presence of 
the bidders’ representatives who choose to attend at the address below at 7(d) at 
[21/08/2026]

6. There shall NOT be a pre – bid meeting as indicated in the proposed schedule in this 
notice.

7. (a) Documents may be inspected at: Land Administration Authority
(b) Documents will be issued from: Land Administration Authority 
(c) Bids must be delivered to:   
(d) Address of bid opening:     P.O. Box 11856, Maseru, Lesotho. Lerotholi Road 
Opposite, The Royal Palace

9. The planned procurement schedule (subject to changes) is as follows:
Activity Date
a. Publish bid notice 08/07/2026
b. Pre-bid meeting where applicable N/A
c. Bid closing date 21/08/2026
d. Evaluation process (24th August to 31st August 2026)
e. Display and communication of best 
evaluated bidder notice

(01st to 14th September 2026)

f. Contract signature (15th to 21st  September 2026)

Advertisement

INVITATION TO BID

Open National Competitive Tendering

Tender No.: NDSO/CUSTOMERMEETING/2026/07
Subject: Provision of Accommodation and Conference Facilities to NDSO

The National Drug Service Organization (NDSO), a Trading Account for 
the Ministry of Health in Lesotho, invites eligible bidders to submit bids for 
the Provision of Accommodation and Conference Services for the NDSO 
Customer Meeting and Gala Dinner, to be held from 19 to 23 October 2026.

Bidding will be conducted through Open National Competitive Tendering 
procedures in accordance with the Public Procurement Act, 2023.

Interested eligible bidders may obtain the Bidding Documents from the 
NDSO website at www.ndso.org.ls. 
Bid Closing Date & Time: 14:00 hours, 13 August 2026
Bid Opening: 14:30 hours, 13 August 2026, in the presence of bidders’ 
representatives who choose to attend

Note: There shall not be a pre-bid meeting/site visit. Late bids shall be 
rejected.

Address for inspection, submission and opening of bids:
National Drug Service Organisation
Procurement Building
Mafeteng 900, Lesotho

Contact Details:
tenders@ndso.org.ls 
Telephone: +266 2221 5300

NATIONAL DRUG SERVICE ORGANIZATION (NDSO)

Country:  Kingdom of Lesotho
Name of Project:  Department of Rural 
Water Supply
Contract Title:       DRW, System 
Maintenance Programme, 2026-2027

RFB Reference No.:   DRWS/M/
GOL2/2026-2027

1. The Ministry of Natural Resources 

Government of Lesotho(GOL) toward 
the cost of the Rural Water Supply 
Projects and intends to apply the 
proceeds toward payments under 
the contract for DRW, System 
Maintenance Programme, 2026-
2027

2. The Ministry of Natural Resources 
now invites sealed Bids from eligible 
Bidders of DRWS category B, C and 
D to submit tenders for DRW, System 
Maintenance Programme, 2026-
2027

3. Bidding will be conducted through 
Open National competitive Tender as 

2023. 

4. Interested eligible Bidders may inspect 

hours; 09:00 hours to 16:00 hours 
at the Department of Rural Water 
Supply Railway station, Railway 

5. The bidding documents in English, 
will be collected from Department 
of Rural Water supply, Railway 

Request for Bids
(One-Envelope Bidding Process)

Maseru from Friday 26 June 
2026 to     05 August 2026, at the 
non-refundable fee of M1 500.00. 
Payment shall be made to Accounts 

Bidders must 
produce the receipt obtained from 

Unit in order to receive the bidding 
documents.  

6. Bids must be delivered to the address 
below on or before 05, August, 2026, 
at 10:00 am. Electronic Bidding will 
not be permitted. Late Bids will be 
rejected. Bids will be publicly opened 
in the presence of the Bidders’ 
designated representatives and 
anyone who chooses to attend at the 
address below: 

      Procurement Unit

Resource Centre, 
Next to Appropriate Technology 
Services (ATS)
Maseru

7. All Bids must be accompanied by a 
Bid Security of M20,000 in the form 
of a Bank Guarantee. 

 
8. A Compulsory Pretender meeting shall 

be held on Monday 13 July, 2026 at 
10:00 am  at the DRWS Khubetsoana 
Resources Centre, Maseru.

9. 
to this tender should be directed to The 
Procurement Unit, Ministry of Natural 
Resources, Bokamoso Business Suit, 
Old Christie House, Orpen Road, 
and Opposite Centre for Accounting 
Studies Maseru. Tel: 27325160.
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…as streaming numbers surge

Arts

Nka e bula, a popular famo track by Thope Tse 
Khang is emerging as one of the fastest-grow-
ing songs in the genre’s recent history, with 
YouTube data tracked over the past six weeks 
showing a steady climb toward the elusive 
10-million-view mark.

The song, from the album series. “Ea Luma 
Thaba Mathokoane 02,” originally upload-
ed on September 27, 2023, has been logged 
by this publication at two points this year to 
measure its trajectory.

On June 18, the video stood at 6,712,803 
-

ures had climbed to 7,187,560 views and 

Staff Reporter
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Thope Tse 
Khang’s ‘Nka e 
bula’ on course 
for 10 million 
views

19

55,016 likes, a gain of 474,757 views and 
3,528 likes in just under 42 days.

That works out to an average of roughly 
11,300 new views a day over the tracking pe-

conversation among Lesotho’s most-watched 
Famo releases three years after its release. The 

-
dem, adding close to 1,200 subscribers in the 
same window, from 22,600 to 23,800.

When might it hit 10 million?
If the song continues gaining views at its 

current average daily rate, it would cross the 
10-million-view threshold in early April 2027, 
roughly eight months from now. That pro-

jection assumes the pace observed over the 
past six weeks holds steady, which is far from 
guaranteed: songs often accelerate when they 
catch a fresh wave of attention (a viral dance 
challenge, a radio push, or renewed interest 
around an anniversary), and just as often taper 
off as novelty fades.

Still, sustaining growth of this kind more 
than two and a half years after release is unu-
sual for a Famo single, a genre where most re-
leases see the bulk of their views concentrated 
in the weeks immediately following upload.

That “Nka e bula” is still adding tens of thou-
sands of views a week suggests it has settled 
into the kind of long-tail popularity, repeat lis-

tening, playlist inclusion, and word-of-mouth 
sharing, that keeps older tracks relevant in 
Lesotho’s music scene.

Why it matters
Famo music, long rooted in migrant labour-

er traditions and known for its raw, confronta-
tional lyricism, has increasingly found a home 
on digital platforms, giving artists like Thope 
Tse Khang a much wider audience than radio 
or live performance alone could offer. Should 
“Nka e bula” reach 10 million views, it would 

that mark on YouTube, underscoring the gen-
re’s growing digital footprint even as it retains 
its traditional character.
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Thoboloko Ntšonyane

Turn to page 21 ...

Forty Basotho students secure 
prestigious Indian scholarships
Forty top-performing Basotho students 
are set to pursue higher education at 
universities and institutes across India 
after securing scholarships offered by 
the Indian Council for Cultural Relations 
(ICCR).

The students, who recently completed all 
the requirements for the programme, will 
begin their studies in the coming weeks 

and cultural exchange initiatives.
The ICCR scholarship supports 

Diploma, Undergraduate, Postgraduate 
and PhD programmes, giving recipients 
the opportunity to acquire internationally 

experiencing India’s diverse academic and 
cultural environment.

The programme is open to applicants 
aged between 18 and 40 years, depending 
on the level of study.

Over the years, hundreds of Basotho 

scholarships, returning home with skills 

to national development.
Speaking during a send-off ceremony, 

the First Secretary (Press, Information 
and Culture) at the High Commission of 
India in Pretoria, Dr Sona Soman, said the 

students would serve as ambassadors for 
Lesotho while strengthening ties between 
the two countries.

“You become India’s guests and 
Lesotho’s ambassadors,” Dr Soman said.

She described the scholarship as 
more than an opportunity for academic 
excellence, saying it also promotes 
international exposure, cross-cultural 
understanding and tolerance.

“The ICCR Scholarship is one of India’s 

cultural diplomacy. Every year, it offers 
outstanding students from across the 
world an opportunity to pursue higher 

universities and institutions.
“By earning this scholarship, you have 

become part of a distinguished community 
of alumni who have gone on to excel in 

bonds of friendship between India and 
their home countries.”

Dr Soman said Lesotho is among 

scholarship programme.
She noted that India places great 

emphasis on knowledge sharing, capacity 
building, human resource development 

News
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... from page 20 Forty Basotho students secure 
prestigious Indian scholarships

and partnerships for shared prosperity.
“ICCR brings together more than 3,400 

students from over 160 countries enrolled 
in undergraduate, postgraduate and PhD 
programmes,” she said.

The scholarship covers tuition fees, 
return air tickets, medical insurance, 
accommodation allowance and a 
monthly stipend. However, recipients 
must maintain satisfactory academic 
performance throughout their studies to 
retain the sponsorship.

One of the recipients, Mosa Mabekeke, 
will study for a Bachelor of Science 
(Honours) in Food, Nutrition and Dietetics 
at Punjab University.

She said the programme would help 
her achieve her dream of working in a 
hospital.

“I am someone who loves food, and I 
want to study how it can improve people’s 
lives,” she said, adding that poor nutrition 
can also have serious health consequences.

Another recipient, Thapelo Kane, 
will pursue a Bachelor of Technology in 
Computer Science and Engineering.

He pledged to use the knowledge and 

encouraged other young people to seize 
opportunities whenever they arise.

opportunities, so young people should 
take advantage of opportunities like 
these,” he said.

Matoka Seetsa, who will study 
Civil Engineering, said she chose the 

infrastructure professionals.
“To my fellow youth, do not give up. 

There are opportunities out there if we 
are willing to look for them and make use 
of them. This is our country; let us put it on 
the map,” she said.

Realm at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and International Relations, Ngaka 
Ramoroke, congratulated the students 
and said the expertise they would gain 

development.
He said many Basotho who studied 

in India had returned home to make 
meaningful contributions to the country.

Ramoroke urged the students to respect 
India’s laws, customs and traditions while 
conducting themselves in a manner 

Commission in New Delhi upon arrival.
“I implore you to remain faithful to 

yourselves and to your country. Avoid 
getting into trouble by all means. Your 
responsibility is to study hard and make 
your sponsors proud so that we can 
negotiate even more scholarships for 
future generations.”

He thanked the Government of India 
for its continued support, describing the 

the strong and friendly relations between 
the two countries.

“Enjoy your studies, but remember that 
you are going there for education. We are 
not sending you there to look for jobs. In 
India, you are there to study.”

He reminded the students that although 
they would be thousands of kilometres 
from home, they would have the support 

Delhi.
ICCR Scholarship alumnus Relebohile 

Tsoamotse, who completed a Master’s 
degree in Journalism and Mass 
Communication in India after travelling 
there in 2021, described the experience as 
life-changing.

He encouraged the students to embrace 
every opportunity.

“Take every experience as it comes. 

programme but also from the culture. Be 
open to acquiring new skills and meeting 
new people,” he said.

Tsoamotse also urged them to support 
one another despite being placed at 
different universities across India.

Another alumna, ‘Mapalo Nkheloane, 

who obtained a Master’s degree in 
Communication and Journalism, 
reminded the students that they would 

she said. “Respect people’s cultures and 
beliefs. India is an incredibly diverse 

well.”
According to the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs, nearly 2,000 Basotho have 

the Government of India and Indian 
institutions over the years.

Biju Abraham Korah, congratulated the 
students and wished them success.

“You are fortunate to have this 
opportunity to study in India and explore 
new possibilities through education. 
We are proud of you and wish you every 
success in achieving your goals,” he said.

Korah described India as a country of 
immense diversity, with many cultures, 
languages, religions and traditions, and 
encouraged the students to embrace the 
experience and integrate into their host 
communities.
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Kick4Life duo earn 
prestigious international 
scholarships

Two of Lesotho’s promising young 
footballers, BafokengNtšeno and 
Thabo Motsopa, are set to embark 
on life-changing educational and 
sporting journeys abroad after securing 
prestigious international scholarships 
through Kick4Life.

announced during a press conference 
held at Kick4Life headquarters on 
Wednesday, where family members, 
coaches, teachers and education 
stakeholders gathered to celebrate the 
remarkable achievements of the two 
youngsters.

Their departures mean that four 
Kick4Life graduates will have left 
Lesotho within the space of a month 
to pursue higher education overseas, 
highlighting the organisation’s growing 
success in using football as a pathway 
to education, leadership and personal 
development.

Nineteen-year-old Ntšenohas secured 
a scholarship to Freed-Hardeman 
University in Tennessee, United States, 
where he will pursue a Bachelor of 
Science in Psychology, specialising 
in Sport and Exercise Psychology. He 
begins his four-year programme on 
August 24 while continuing his football 
career with the university’s men’s 
soccer team, which competes in the 
National Association of Intercollegiate 
Athletics (NAIA).

Meanwhile, 17-year-old goalkeeper 
Motsopawill attend the prestigious 
African Leadership Academy (ALA) 
in Johannesburg, South Africa, where 
he starts a two-year Leadership 
Programme on August 22.

Sports

Seabata Mahao Both scholars completed their 
secondary education at Lesotho High 
School before earning the coveted 
opportunities.

Speaking during the event, Kick4Life 
coach EpieMuketeMboh praised the pair 
for their dedication and commitment.

“Ntšenoand Motsopahave taken 
different journeys, but they share the 
same qualities—they are committed, 
eager to learn and always willing to 
grow,” said Mukete.

“As coaches, our role is to recognise 
potential, create opportunities and help 
young people see the bigger picture. 
These scholarships are a reward for the 
hard work they have put in over many 
years, and we are incredibly proud of 
what they have achieved. We know they 
will continue to grow as leaders and 
represent both Kick4Life and Lesotho 
with distinction.”

He joined Kick4Life’s Soccer School 
Programme in 2016 at the age of nine, 
initially playing as a goalkeeper before 
the Covid-19 pandemic temporarily 
halted youth football activities. After 
returning to the game, he rejoined 
the club for the 2024/25 season from 
Hunters FC, this time reinventing 
himself as a defender.

His performances for Kick4Life 
Juventude quickly established him as 
one of the team’s standout players, 
earning him several call-ups to Lesotho’s 
Under-20 national team.

Away from the football pitch, 
Ntšenoalso embraced personal 
development opportunities, completing 
a traineeship with Kick4Life Social 
Enterprises as a Front-of-House Server, 
where he gained valuable workplace 

Two of Lesotho’s promising young footballers, Bafokeng Ntšeno and Thabo Motsopa

experience in the hospitality industry.

Ntšenocredited his coach for 
broadening his ambitions beyond 
professional football.

“Coach Mukete encouraged me to 
look at the bigger picture,” he said.

“He showed me that there were 
opportunities beyond professional 
football—opportunities that could 
transform my life both academically 
and athletically. Thanks to his guidance 
and belief in me, today I am preparing 
to study in the United States while 
continuing my football journey.”

For Motsopa, the scholarship 
represents the culmination of just two 
years of rapid growth.

He joined Kick4Life’s Under-15 
Development Team in August 2024 
before progressing to the Under-17 
squad the following year.

His commitment extended beyond 
football. Earlier this year, he began 
volunteering as a Life Skills Coach within 
Kick4Life’s Community Programmes 
Department, where he quickly earned a 
reputation as a positive role model for 
younger children.

At the African Leadership Academy, 

Thabo will combine intensive academic 
and leadership studies with football, 
representing the academy in local 
Johannesburg competitions while 
continuing to develop his passion for 
community service through sport.

Addressing guests at the press 

personal transformation.
“Two years ago, I was a very different 

person. Today, I’m becoming the person 
I always hoped to be,” he said.

“Kick4Life did not just support me 
academically; it believed in me, invested 
in my personal development and gave 
me opportunities I never imagined 

pride wherever I go and hope to make 
both Kick4Life and my family proud.”

The two scholarships underscore 
Kick4Life’s commitment to nurturing 
young people through an integrated 
approach that combines football, 
education and leadership development.

While Ntšeno’s journey began in 
the organisation’s Soccer School 
Programme as a nine-year-old, 
Motsoparose through the youth 
development ranks before giving back 
to the community as a Life Skills Coach.
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Lifofane 
ready for 
Kaizer 
Chiefs

Vodacom Premier League (VPL) runners-up 

their preparations ahead of Sunday’s historic 

Setsoto Stadium.

encounter. 

conditioning his top priority as Lesotho 

defeat.

Sports

statement added.

Mafoso targets fitter, 
stronger Likuena

Seabata Mahao 
competition we need, so we appreciate their 

far more than a pre-season warm-up.

The Lifofane president described securing a 

somewhere, and for us, this is a big start. To 

matches.

data companies to obtain match footage for 

Vodacom Premier League (VPL) runners-up Lifofane FC squad

Likuena

opportunity to connect with their supporters 

“Let us be frank. This is a pre-season 

adding further intrigue to Sunday’s contest.

Thoboloko Ntšonyane

opponents during matches, undermining 

and consistent training programmes.

the pre-season programme, adding that he 

the week.

sides.
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Team Lesotho continues to display 
remarkable resilience and determination at 
the ongoing 2026 Commonwealth Games in 
Glasgow, Scotland, with the country’s boxing 
contingent making history while athletes in 

performances despite mixed fortunes.
The biggest headlines belong to Lesotho’s 

boxers, who have guaranteed the Mountain 
Kingdom at least two bronze medals, 
ending a 20-year wait for a place on the 
Commonwealth Games podium.

RapelangMaselela etched her name into 
Lesotho’s sporting history after defeating 
Tanzania’s ZawadiKutaka by a convincing 
4-1 points decision in the women’s 57kg 

Her victory guarantees at least a 

Commonwealth boxing receive bronze.

boxer in Lesotho’s history to reach the 

marking a milestone expected to inspire 
generations of Basotho girls to pursue the 
sport.

Her achievement came just a day after 
fellow boxer Pooana Khoahli secured 

in two decades by defeating Mauritius’ Ziggy 

Khoahli produced another dominant 

Having reached the last four, he is already 
assured of at least a bronze medal regardless 

The welterweight has been in outstanding 
form throughout the tournament, winning all 
of his bouts by unanimous 5-0 decisions. He 
cruised past De NiroPao of Niue in the round 

Cope in the round of 16 and Agathe in the 

Khoahli’s achievement has sparked 

Seabata Mahao 
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celebrations across Lesotho as it ends a 
medal drought stretching back to the 2006 
Commonwealth Games in Melbourne, where 
Moses Kopo won Lesotho’s last boxing medal 

Together, Khoahli and Maselela have 
rewritten Lesotho’s boxing history by 

keeping alive hopes of upgrading bronze to 
silver or even gold.

Boxing Association (LeBA), TaoleLetšasa, 
praised the team’s historic performances.

“So far Lesotho has two bronze medals 
even though the boxers are yet to compete 
for silver. We had six athletes, four men and 
two women. Three men and one woman 
have been eliminated while the remaining 
boxers are still in competition,” he said.

“We are hopeful of winning gold medals 
because we always aim high. It has been 20 
years since Lesotho won a boxing medal 
at the Commonwealth Games. Despite 

pandemic, we can now say the team has 
reached a historic milestone, especially with 

Not all of Lesotho’s boxers advanced. 
MathealiraSeholoholo was eliminated in the 

in her opening bout. TokaLitabe also bowed 
out after losing by split decision.

Athletics produce encouraging 
performances

While medals have so far remained 
elusive on the track, Lesotho’s athletes have 
continued to demonstrate determination and 
resilience against world-class opposition.

Distance runner Kamohelo Mofolo 
delivered one of the country’s standout 
athletics performances by setting a new 
national record of 28:01 in the men’s 10,000 
metres after leading the race for much of the 

closing stages.

performance, saying the race unfolded 
exactly as planned.

“The run for Mofolo was tremendous. We 
came into the event with the mindset that we 
would focus on the best possible race given 
the conditions. We wanted everyone to run 
an honest and hard race,” he said.

McKirdy noted that despite Mofolo’s 
limited experience on the track, he executed 
the race strategy perfectly.

“Mofolo doesn’t have a lot of experience on 
the track, but he raced the plan perfectly with 
5,000m splits of 14:15 and 13:46.”

He added that attention has now shifted to 
Saturday’s men’s 5,000 metres.

“Our vision is simply to run to the best of 
our ability. That will be enough,” McKirdy 
said.

Sprint star MojelaKoneshe also provided 
a major highlight after breaking Mosito 
Lehata’s long-standing national 100 metres 
record with a blistering time of 10.07 seconds 
to become Lesotho’s fastest man.

Although Koneshe, Neo Ntelele and 
MokhesengKente all failed to advance 
beyond the men’s 200 metres heats, 

competitiveness of Lesotho’s sprint 
programme.

Earlier in the Games, Ntelele and Kente 

men’s 400 metres heats.
In the women’s events, MamakoliSenaoane 

showed encouraging form by qualifying for 

in Heat Three with a time of 53.45 seconds 

However, her campaign ended in the 

Senaoane had earlier narrowly missed 
progression in the women’s 200 metres 

seconds.
Meanwhile, ‘ManqabangTsibela also exited 

metres with a time of 2:03.64.
Elsewhere, MalieaNalane’s Games ended 

in disappointment after she was forced to 
withdraw from the women’s 100 metres 
shortly after the start due to an apparent 
muscle injury.

Nation rallies behind Team Lesotho
Although several athletes have been 

eliminated, Team Lesotho’s performances 
have captured the imagination of the nation. 
The historic achievements by Khoahli and 
Maselela, Mofolo’s national record, and 
Koneshe’s emergence as Lesotho’s fastest 
man have provided strong evidence of the 
country’s growing competitiveness on the 
international stage.

With boxing medals already secured and 
opportunities still remaining to improve their 
colour, Basotho will now turn their attention 

pursuit of an even greater slice of history.

Lesotho boxers, 
runners make 
Commonwealth 
history

Rapelang Maselela celebrating after her qualifying match


