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Thoboloko Ntšonyane Opposition plots 
next move for 
PM grilling 

Seething opposition legislators are weighing 
their options after their latest attempt to 
compel Prime Minister Ntsokoane Matekane 
to face questions in the National Assembly 
collapsed on Tuesday this week in a bitter 
dispute over parliamentary procedure.

Since the 2022 general election that 
ushered in his administration, Matekane has 
never answered questions in the House as 
the Standing Orders governing parliamentary 
business provide. 

The opposition now accuses Speaker 
Tlohang Sekhamane of shielding him 
from scrutiny by allegedly deliberately 
misinterpreting the rules on questions to the 
Prime Minister.

Prof Nqosa Mahao, a former minister in 
the Matekane-led administration, took a 
swipe at the Prime Minister, saying he “lacked 

Mahao said they would challenge the “so-

be forwarded to the Prime Minister before 
his appearance in the House for the question 
session. 

proper running of the House.
“We will discuss what the way forward is 

Machesetsa Mofomobe, an MP and leader 
of the Basotho National Party (BNP), hinted 

could ask the courts to intervene in the matter, 
which he insists Sekhamane has not handled 
well.

The row followed the withdrawal of 
questions by MPs Remaketse Sehlabaka 

disputed procedure, which prevented the 
much-anticipated session with Matekane 
from going ahead. While Sehlabaka was given 
an opportunity to ask his questions by the 

procedure.
In a letter read in the House by the Speaker, 

of the government side would rise on points 
of order to surreptitiously prevent the Prime 
Minister from answering questions until his 
allocated 25 minutes had elapsed.

On the requirement to submit questions 
to the Prime Minister before his appearance 
in the House, Speaker Sekhamane said the 
procedure was based on a ruling by her deputy, 
which he could not reverse. He maintained 
that the ruling remained in force because it 
had not been challenged.

Sekhamane also referred legislators to 
decisions made during the 10th Parliament 
concerning questions directed to the Prime 
Minister.

The Speaker explained that the requirement 
to submit questions in advance was intended 

study them and prepare accurate responses. 
He argued that asking him questions without 
prior notice could undermine his ability to 
provide correct answers, as he would be 

He said the questions had therefore been 
forwarded to the Prime Minister to allow 
him time to consider them and prepare his 
responses. The dispute comes against the 

backdrop of earlier efforts to formalise the 
Prime Minister’s question time in Parliament.

On 3 May 2023, Motlatsi Maqelepo, now 
Minister of Trade, moved a motion proposing 
amendments to Standing Order 27, which 
governs questions to the Prime Minister.

Among other changes, Maqelepo proposed 

every month and that the time allocated for it 
be extended from 25 minutes to one hour. The 
motion, however, failed after the government 
side voted against it.

Maqelepo also proposed requiring political 
parties to submit their questions, together with 
the names of the MPs who would ask them, to 

clear days before the scheduled session.
On Tuesday opposition MPs argued that 

the Prime Minister should not have been 
sent questions in advance. Instead, they said, 
the Clerk should have been given the names 
of members who had registered to ask him 
questions.

Sekhamane told the House that Matekane, 
who made a rare appearance in the House on 

but that the members had withdrawn them.
A day before the Prime Minister was due 

to appear, Leader of the Opposition Mathibeli 

him to explain how questions to the Prime 
Minister should be handled. His letter framed 
the dispute as two procedural questions.

“The matter raises two distinct procedural 

questions: (a) Whether Standing Order 27(3) 
requires political parties to submit the actual 
questions intended for the Right Honourable 
the Prime Minister in advance, or only the 
names of the Members who intend to ask them. 
(b) Whether Standing Order 27 establishes a 
distinct procedure for questions to the Right 
Honourable the Prime Minister without 
prior notice, or whether such questions 
must additionally satisfy the requirements 

letter.
According to Standing Order 27(1), the 

Business Committee determines one Tuesday 
of each month for questions to the Prime 
Minister without prior notice.

Standing Order 27(3) reads: “Political 
parties shall in writing, and under the 
signature of the chief whip or leader of that 
party in the National Assembly, submit the 
names of members who will ask questions 

before the day determined by the Business 
Committee for questions to the Prime Minister 

Mokhothu accused Sekhamane of 

the provisions of the Standing Orders, 
saying the Speaker’s handling of the matter 

accountability. 
He said the Prime Minister was the pinnacle 

of accountability and should account for 
national issues, particularly in Parliament. He 
also took a swipe at Matekane for announcing 

where he would be challenged and scrutinised.
“The Standing Order says we should write 

the names, but you have seen how the Speaker 
misdirected himself and even said we know 

Mokhothu fumed.
He added that if the matter were put to 

a vote, the government side would use its 

the opposition.
“The nation of Basotho should know that 

refuses to answer the questions in the House 

government-side members of pandering to 
Matekane because they were interested in 

Sehlabaka, who also leads the Mpulule 
Political Summit (MPS), said Parliament could 
not be a House that obeyed the rules “when it is 

to answer every question on the spot, since he 
could defer a response and conduct research. 

“We are working to ensure that things go per 
the dictates of the law. There is something bad 
happening in this country that there is a saying 

Tefo Mapesala, leader of the Basotho 
Patriotic Party (BPP), called it shameful that 
the Speaker would deliberately disregard 
the rules governing the House, saying he had 

Prime Minister.
“It is disgusting. You cannot deliberately 

The confrontation is the latest chapter in a 
long-running complaint. In November 2025, 
Mahao, now leader of the Basotho Action Party, 
said Matekane had completed three years 
as Prime Minister without ever addressing 
Parliament. 

2026 seeking to compel the Prime Minister to 
appear. Sekhamane was a founding member 
of Matekane’s Revolution for Prosperity (RFP) 
party before his election as Speaker. 

The government has pointed to other 
avenues of accountability. Questions directed 
at the Prime Minister’s portfolio are answered 

committed to making the Leadership Forum 
and National Accountability Summit an annual 
platform for dialogue between the government 
and the public. 

Opposition members holding a press conference following PM's collapsed 
questions and answer session this week

PHOTOGRAPHER
Khosi Matheka
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The court said it appreciated the rules gov-
erning judicial citation but was struck by her 

-
line in this case, “by structurally dragging our 

courts have consistently penalised litigants 
who abuse procedural rules for “ulterior, stra-

-
ed Section 118(2) of the Constitution, which 
protects the judiciary from external interfer-
ence.

The court further ordered her to bear the 
costs of the postponement sine die (indef-
initely) made on 29 May 2026. It said the 
postponement resulted from what it called 

recusal of the entire bench.
“This turn of events was wholly at the in-

stance of the applicant. The applicant must 
accordingly bear the costs of the postpone-

battle since 2025, when she was suspended 

from work. On 7 November 2025, High Court 
Registrar Advocate Mathato Sekoai issued a 
circular announcing that she had been sus-
pended from the High Court bench with effect 
from 4 November.

She faces serious allegations, including 
claims that she assigned herself cases in 
which she had an interest and failed to deliver 
judgments within the 90-day period set out 

in 2023. The allegations have raised concerns 
about whether her conduct may have com-
promised her professional standing.

She has also fought in the courts to have her 
suspension reversed and sought an interdic-
tion against the tribunal expected to investi-
gate her alleged misconduct.

Malebanye removed her case from the roll of 

the urgent application for interdiction.

The Constitutional Court has dismissed an 
application by suspended judge ‘Maseforo 
Mahase to have three foreign judges recused 

-
-

-

been brought in to hear her case. Her appli-
cation cited them in their personal capacities.

-
tively.

She sought an order, among others, that 
the three judges be “...recused from hearing, 
presiding over, or participating in any manner 

-
sion of bias. 

She argued that a fair-minded and properly 
informed observer, aware of the facts, would 
conclude that there was a possibility “that the 
respondents cannot bring an impartial mind 
to bear on the adjudication of the main appli-

favour and ordered her to pay costs on the pu-
nitive attorney-and-client scale.

The judgment states: “ A judge is under a 
constitutional duty to sit in matters assigned 
to them and must not recuse themselves sim-
ply because a litigant adopts an adversarial 
stance.

“By structurally citing us judges in a per-

attempted to build a legal trap to force the 

It continues: “In our view, her sudden swing 
to personal citation in the current motion ex-
poses a deliberate intent to manufacture a 

schedule, and force this Court into an un-

warranted recusal. Under both South African 
and Lesotho civil jurisprudence, such tactical 
moves represent the highest form of vexatious 
litigation.

conduct through an exemplary, punitive costs 
order. To this end, it is worth mentioning that 
a court’s power to award punitive costs is 
rooted in its inherent jurisdiction to prevent 

the judgment.
The strongly worded judgment also re-

-
hase sought the recusal of a panel of then 

-
dicator of the applicant’s bad faith is her own 
past litigation history. 

Others v Lebohang Hlaele and Another, the 
application explicitly requested that the panel 

-
-

sotho High Court Bench, recuse themselves so 
that foreign judges could be appointed.

“In those papers, the litigants dealt direct-
ly with institutional dynamics, raising argu-

Come experience AI,  Robotics,  Smart technology,
exciting showcases, thought leadership conversations

& more.

Judge Mahase’s 
bid to recuse 
foreign judges 
collapses

Thoboloko Ntšonyane

Judge 'Maseforo Mahase
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citing positive progress in the country’s 
political and security situation. Leaders 
commended the passage and enactment 

national reforms process. 
They also applauded the Panel of El-

the people of Lesotho for their commit-
ment to consolidating peace and security. 
The amendment added provisions on af-

chapter on fundamental human rights.
Little more than a year later, a country 

that was once the subject of regional me-
diation has been chosen to help lead it. For 
a nation that spent more than a decade as 
a standing item on the Organ’s agenda, the 
shift from oversight to leadership is per-
haps the clearest sign yet of the distance 
travelled since the turbulence of 2014 and 
2015.

This also means that, as Lesotho as-
sumes the Troika chairmanship, the coun-
try will host some of the Organ’s meetings. 
For many years, Lesotho has travelled 

hosted by countries whose leaders chair 

2025 decision a landmark achievement 

-

security agenda, has been elected incom-

The milestone shows how far the coun-
try has travelled politically since it last 
held the role in 2003/2004, although it 

2006/2007.
The decision was taken at an Extraor-

dinary Summit of the Heads of State and 
-

retariat announced it on Wednesday this 
week.

“The Extraordinary Summit of the Heads 

was held virtually on 21 October 2026 un-
der the Chairpersonship of His Excellency 
Matamela Cyril Ramaphosa, President of 
the Republic of South Africa.

“Among the key decisions taken, Sum-
mit elected the Right Honourable Mr. Nt-
sokoane Samuel Matekane, Prime Min-

-

Prime Minister Ntsokoane Matekane 
will effectively be the Chairperson. He 
completes the body’s leadership Troika 
after the appointment was deferred at the 
bloc’s August summit this year.

Mswati III of Eswatini and outgoing chair 
Prof Arthur Peter Mutharika, the Ma-
lawian President.

The Troika is a rotating leadership 
structure made up of the Organ’s current, 
incoming and outgoing chairs. It provides 
political direction and continuity on re-
gional peace and security issues, and its 
chair, supported by the Secretariat, medi-
ates in countries where there are disputes. 

The Organ also promotes peace, stabil-
ity, democracy and good governance, and 

-
cal, defence and security matters, includ-

-
ity in member states.

In August, this publication reported that 
the nomination had been deferred. Foreign 
Affairs and International Relations Minis-
ter Limpho Tau then told this publication 
that Lesotho had formally applied for the 

March 2026 to declare its intention. 
The Secretariat acknowledged the letter 

on 12 March 2026. Angola had also an-
nounced its interest in the position.

2006/2007 under then Prime Minister 
Pakalitha Mosisili. In 2014, at the Summit 
held at Victoria Falls in Zimbabwe, then 
Prime Minister Thomas Thabane was 
elected deputy chair of the Organ.

That same year, the country slid into 
crisis. On 30 August 2014, an attempted 

coup d’état saw the army seize the Maseru 
police station and broadcast stations, and 

-
vened with mediation and a facilitator, and 
later with oversight measures as instabili-
ty persisted. 

This included the 2015 killing of former 
army commander Maaparankoe Mahao by 
his juniors at Mokema, on the outskirts of 
Maseru. Reforms were then proposed for 
Lesotho, resulting in seven thematic areas 
aimed at professionalising institutions and 
promoting peace and political stability. 

The national reforms process began in 
-

tho address recurring instability, including 
the 2014 attempted coup and a series of 
politically motivated killings. That year, 

Lesotho achieve lasting peace and securi-
ty. It was regional monitoring and assis-
tance, not a formal suspension. 

The route was not smooth. In 2022 the 

version of the Tenth Amendment because 
Parliament had not followed the proce-
dures the Constitution sets for different 
types of amendment.

The turning point came in August 2025. 
-

sotho from the Organ Troika’s agenda, 

Lesotho ends 
19-year wait for 
SADC leadership

-
-

ment commentary at the time said the de-
cision restored Lesotho’s full stature as an 

The picture is not without dissent. Af-
ter the 2025 decision, some opposition 

it and prepared a legal challenge to the 
Tenth Amendment. In 2026, opposition 

government was defying court orders, and 
called for Lesotho to be returned to the 
Troika agenda. 

Supporters of the reforms point out that 
-

ing completion, which leaves work still to 
be done. The chairmanship will test how 
far Lesotho has come. Leading the Organ 
means mediating other countries’ dis-
putes, which calls for the credibility that 
comes from having dealt with one’s own.

“Summit further urged Member States 
to strengthen regional disaster prepar-
edness, enhance anticipatory action and 
improve coordination in responding to 
emerging humanitarian risks across the 
region in anticipation of the cascading im-
pacts of 2026/2027 El Niño and Cyclone 

Thoboloko Ntšonyane
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Lekhetho Makhanya 

Raising the bar on 
ending violence 
against children

Lesotho has renewed its promise to protect 
children from violence, both in schools and 
online. This comes as the country prepares 

on Ending Violence Against Children, which 
will be held in Manila, Philippines, in Novem-
ber 2026.

At a special meeting on Thursday, govern-
ment leaders, civil society, and international 
partners gathered to review the progress 

conference in Bogotá, Colombia, and to en-
dorse a new national pledge for the next two 
years.

Building on progress

Thae Makhele, opened the meeting by re-
-

tion by the Right Honourable Prime Minister 
to start with a pledge. We are going to give 

He highlighted achievements in support-
ing parents, creating safer schools, and im-
proving services for children. “We did im-
plement the Lesotho First National Pledge to 
End Violence Against Children. We are also 
going to highlight achievements in parenting 
and caregiver support, creating safe school 
environments, and improving prevention, 
response, and support services for our chil-

Achievements in child protection

Motheo Lekhanya, shared detailed progress, 
“We have developed the second edition of the 
Parenting Booklet and distributed it nation-
wide. Over 10,000 caregivers were reached 
with practical guidance on positive parent-

She added that new services, like the 
Minimal Service Package for mental health 
support, had been introduced and that child 
protection teams were trained in all districts.

She explained the importance of target-
ing areas where children are often left alone 
when parents work in South Africa. “We in-

protection systems, and ensure all learning is 

He said the government will also develop a 
National Child Online Protection Framework, 
ensuring children are safe when using digital 
technologies: “This will be supported by co-
ordinated action across relevant ministries 
and stakeholders, and will address the major 
risks and opportunities associated with arti-

International support
-

en-Sharp, praised Lesotho’s leadership, “To-
day’s endorsement of the Progress Report 
on Ending Violence Against Children is more 
than a reporting milestone. It is an opportuni-
ty to confront the gaps that remain and reaf-

that, “Endorsement must be a starting point 
for stronger delivery and accountability, not 

-
portance of protecting children online, say-
ing, “Risks in the digital environment add ur-
gency to our shared responsibility to prevent 
harm and ensure that children can seek help 

The way forward
-

velopment, Pitso Lesaoana, summed up the 
meeting, “It is our ministry’s aspiration to see 
every child in Lesotho grow up in a happy, 
safe, protective, and inclusive environment. 
As we prepare to attend the second global 
conference, we invite all our partners to con-
tinue working with us until we achieve our 
shared goal of ending violence against chil-

Continuing the conversation
Newsday has consistently highlighted the 

need for safe and supportive environments 
for children. In an earlier story, “No child 

importance of making schools safe places for 
all children. This latest meeting shows that 
Lesotho’s leaders, together with partners and 
communities, remain committed to making 
sure every child can learn, grow, and thrive 
without fear.

tentionally targeted those areas for positive 
parenting so that we strengthen our positive 
parenting and guide parents what they can do 
before seeking to go to South Africa and leav-

praised the involvement of the Royal Family 
and community in promoting positive disci-
pline.

On safer schools, Lekhanya reported, 
“School-related violence guidelines were 
adopted to strengthen school safety. 49,413 
learners in 300 primary schools were reached 
through child protection interventions. Over 
300 teachers were trained on mental health 

Safe schools and new challenges
Minister of Education and Training, Ntoi Ra-

papa, stressed the importance of safe schools, 
-

ary of growth and enlightenment if it is unsafe 
for the children. Across the globe, millions of 
children continue to face physical, psychologi-
cal, and gender-based violence in their places 

of learning. When a child fears for their safety, 

to Learn commitment, including stronger pol-
icies, teacher training, working with parents, 
investing in safe infrastructure, and using ev-
idence to improve. “Every child has the right 
to have an environment where they feel safe, 

Principal Secretary for Education and Train-
ing, Ratsiu Majara, echoed this, saying, “The 
investment that we make for trained teachers, 
for classrooms, for materials, all these efforts 
cannot lead to any peace if the children are not 
safe. For learning to take place, learners must 

New national pledge
The Prime Minister, Samuel Ntsokoane 

Matekane, announced Lesotho’s new pledge, 
“The government commits to endorse and im-
plement a national Safe to Learn action plan to 
strengthen violence prevention, reporting, and 
response mechanisms in schools, expand child 

JSC adds three candidates 
to High Court shortlist for 
vacancies
issued an amended list of potential High Court 
judges this week, adding three applicants to 
the race for places on the bench.

Teboho Thoso had been added to the list of 
applicants. They join the 12 applicants and 

bringing the total number of candidates to 20.
The Commission has also announced eight 

Lesotho, as the judiciary continues to grapple 
with a shortage of judges and a persistent 
backlog of cases.

for the appointment, promotion, discipline and 

It said the resolution to include Mosotho, 
Ramathe and Thoso “follows their request 
to be considered for inclusion in the list of 

By the closing date for applications, the 
three had submitted all forms and supporting 
documents “except the “Application/

After careful consideration, the Commission 
concluded “that substantial compliance had 

been proven because the questionnaire for 
Applicants/Nominees and background check 

The Commission has invited members of 

legal practitioners, the Law Society of Lesotho, 

Prosecutions, the Faculty of Law at the National 
University of Lesotho (NUL) and the Christian 
Council of Lesotho (CCL) to submit written 
objections to the candidacy of any nominee or 
applicant on or before 26 October 2026.

The Commission undertakes to only 
“consider information that is relevant, credible 

Where adverse information is received, the 

any decision affecting his or her candidature 
is made. The Commission may disregard 
comments that are “anonymous, malicious, 
frivolous, vexatious or unsupported by credible 

The eight successful candidates will be 
appointed across the three divisions of the 

Mohale’s Hoek. Once appointed and sworn 

in, the judges are expected to strengthen the 
judiciary’s capacity and help the courts hear 
and decide pending cases more quickly.

of exercising the judicial power vested in the 
courts of Lesotho. The Constitution provides 
that “judicial power shall vest in the courts of 

Court of Appeal and the High Court, among 
others.

Members of the public and institutions 
may nominate potential candidates for the 
vacancies, and once the names are published, 

consider. Since 2021, candidates for judicial 
posts have been required to apply and undergo 
public interviews as part of a competitive 

would recommend candidates to His Majesty 

There are currently 13 substantive judges 
serving on the High Court, including Chief 

’Maliepollo Makhetha, ’Makampong Mokhoro, 

suspended and is engaged in a protracted legal 
battle over her position.

To address the case backlog and shortage 

September 2025 to serve in an acting capacity. 
They are Advocate Tsebang Putsoane, Senior 
Resident Magistrate Palesa Rantara, Senior 
Resident Magistrate ’Manapo Motebele, 

At the opening of the judicial year earlier 
this year, Sakoane stressed the importance 

independence and accountability are non-

determine cases free from political pressure, 

Reporting on the performance of the courts 

registered 1,474 cases, with 563 in allocation 
and 1,090 completed. The Labour Appeal 
Court registered 47 cases, with 31 allocated 

registered 612 cases, with 112 allocated and 

registered 525 cases, with 84 in allocation and 
293 completed. Across the courts covered in 
the report, 2,704 cases were registered, 810 
were in allocation and 2,139 were completed.

should be measured by their ability to handle 
cases within a reasonable time without 
compromising fairness or the quality of justice.

“Cases that are managed well take relatively 

the time taken to deliver rulings and judgments 
is an important indicator of effective or 
ineffective case management.

Ntsoaki Motaung

Leaders and partners unite to renew Lesotho’s commitment to end violence against children at the endorsement 
of the country’s second global pledge,
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cide what to do with it, including selling it.
“I bought a cow and registered it in my hus-

band’s name. As a result, it became his proper-
ty and he could do whatever he wanted with it, 

She said she had made the decision with-
out understanding her rights and would have 
registered the cow in her own name had she 
known she could.

raised at the gathering about the importance 
of educating rural women on gender equality 
and their rights within households and com-
munities.

T’sepang ‘Matlohonolofatso T’sita Mosena, 
called for practical action on the challenges 
raised, saying discussions should lead to tan-
gible progress.

Mosena said she had intended to spend 
the entire day with the participants but could 
not because of another meeting. She stressed, 
however, that such gatherings should go be-
yond talk to ensure that the concerns raised 
are addressed.

She recognised the important role rural 
women play in sustaining the country through 
food production and protecting local food 
systems, saying their contribution deserved 
greater recognition. She also emphasised the 
need for cooperation between the government 

Rural women in Lesotho continue to strug-
gle to exercise their rights because of limited 
access to information, awareness campaigns 
and support services, Hope for Rural Women 
Assembly (HRWA) Lesotho has said.

The organisation raised the concerns on 
Wednesday at the State Library, during com-

Women. Women from different districts gath-
ered to discuss issues affecting their lives, 
share personal experiences and showcase tra-
ditional foods and indigenous seeds.

and property ownership, access to resources 
and the need to ensure that rural women un-
derstand the laws meant to protect them.

-
malefetsane Phakoe said many rural women 

because awareness campaigns and education-
al programmes were often concentrated in ur-
ban areas.

As a result, she said, women in rural com-
munities were sometimes unaware of the legal 
protections available to them and did not know 
where to seek help when faced with problems. 
Some were also unfamiliar with improvements 
in laws designed to protect them, leaving them 
vulnerable to having their rights compromised.

Phakoe said rural women often had few op-
portunities to access information or speak to 
people who could guide them. She also high-
lighted the lack of safe homes where women in 

and support.
She stressed the importance of taking 

awareness campaigns beyond towns and into 
rural communities so that women learn about 
their rights and the support services available 
to them.

Phakoe also pointed to the organisation’s 

-
cause of concerns about underage marriage 
in the district. She said the need for continued 
community education was clear, so that wom-
en and girls understand their rights and are 
better equipped to seek protection when those 
rights are threatened.

The consequences of limited knowledge 
about gender equality were illustrated by Man-

awareness had shaped her understanding of 
property ownership within her marriage.

it in her husband’s name because she believed 
that, as his wife, she was expected to place her 
property under his ownership. She later real-
ised the decision had left her with little control 
over the animal, since her husband could de-

Rural women call for greater 
awareness of their rights

and Parliament so that issues affecting rural 
women reach the relevant institutions and re-
ceive attention.

that the concerns raised by rural women trans-
late into meaningful change.

Mosena added that rural women should be 
recognised not only on a day dedicated to them 
but through continued efforts to acknowledge 
their contribution to society and address the 
challenges they face.

Alongside the discussions, participants 
showcased traditional foods and indigenous 
seeds as part of efforts to preserve Lesotho’s 
cultural heritage and promote food security.

The exhibition was held under the theme: 
Our food, our tradition, respect it. Our seed, 
our culture, we will protect it. Participants 
were encouraged to bring traditional seeds, 
particularly sesiu, to highlight the importance 
of indigenous crops and the preservation of lo-
cal agricultural practices. 

The showcase demonstrated the role rural 
women play in maintaining traditional food 
systems and contributing to the country’s food 
supply.

The commemoration also coincided with 

October, which draws attention to food securi-
ty and the contribution of rural communities to 
food production.

health Lesotho

The New Chapter.

A New Chapter 
for a healthier 
Lesotho
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• Trade minister tours Lesotho’s unlikely 
manufacturers

Notice in terms of section 61(b) of the Administration of the Estates and Inheritance Act No.2 of 2024;
ESTATE LATE PETER TEBOHO VAN-TONDER E 897/2026
Notice is hereby given in terms of section 61(b) of the Administration of Estates
and the Inheritance Act No. 2 of 2024, calling on
 all creditors of the deceased to lodge their claims with the administrator of the deceased’s estate within thirty (30) days 
of this publication.
The address at which the said claims can be lodged is mentioned hereunder;
ADDRESS:  Ha Faso
 P.O Box 1326
 Maseru 100

*NOTICE !! NOTICE!!*

CELL NO. (+266) 594747/62555519
NAME: Moeketsi Van-Tonder
ADMINSTRATOR

Under no 1428-1313 on 27/11/2013 in favor of  NTLAMA ABARAHAM SHOKHOE in respect of every right or interest on and to the building (s) 
and other developments express or implied in a certain plot No.
1428-133 situated at Ha Tsosane, Maseru Urban Area on plot No. 14283
As held by the Chief Surveyor.
All persons who object to the issue of the said copy are requested to lodge their objection in writing with the land registrar within three weeks of 
the last publication of the notice.
ADDRESS:     APPLICANT’S NAME AND ADDRESS                                                                                                           
Land Registrar   KHOPOLO SHOKHOE    
Land Admin Authority       HA TS’OSANE, MASERU                                                                                           

NOTICE OF LOST LEASE

Lerotholi Road    MASERU 100 
P.O. Box 11856
Maseru 100      CONTACT NUMBERS: 56873306

Leather, car seats 
and hope

Minister of Trade, Industry and Business 

three factories that have broken away from the 
garment and textile products that dominate 
Lesotho’s manufacturing sector, offering a glimpse of 
how the country could widen its narrow industrial 
base and become more resilient to external shocks.

The factories are Adient Lesotho, which makes 
automotive seating and trim components, including 
seat covers for Ford vehicles; Zeri Leather, which 
produces a range of leather bags; and Beesdam, 
another producer of car seat covers.

Together, they demonstrate that Lesotho’s 
manufacturing activity is more varied than is often 
assumed, and that local industries can contribute to 
economic growth through production, investment 
and exports. 

For a sector heavily reliant on garments, such 

products Lesotho makes and sells, the less exposed 
it is when demand, trade conditions or policy shifts 
hit a single industry.

Maqelepo said the visits were meant to give 

operations and help identify where practical 
interventions could support industrial growth.

He made the remarks on Wednesday during a 
ministerial factory tour in Ha Tikoe and Ha Thetsane, 
Maseru, where he met factory management to 
assess operations, progress and challenges facing 
the sector.

“Our ministry has been entrusted by the 
government with the responsibility of driving 
industrialisation. As a ministry, we have realised 
that industries play a huge part in growing Lesotho’s 

He added that direct engagement with 
manufacturers would help the government better 
understand their concerns and work with them to 

“Today, the ministry, together with its stakeholders, 
decided to tour our factories to take a peek at the 

progress, challenges faced by factories and how 
the government can work hand in hand with the 

tour was a shortage of skilled workers. Maqelepo 
stressed the need to build a workforce with the 

technical skills industries require, noting that closing 
the skills gap would take cooperation among the 
government, manufacturers and other stakeholders.

Skilled workers are important for maintaining 
productivity, improving the quality of locally made 
products and keeping factories competitive in 
regional and international markets. This matters all 
the more for newer, more technical industries such 
as automotive components, where quality standards 
are demanding.

The tour also highlighted the sector’s contribution 
to employment and exports, particularly through its 
links with industries in neighbouring South Africa.

Maqelepo reiterated that the ministry remained 
committed to creating a conducive environment 
for businesses to operate, attract investment and 
expand. He called for closer cooperation between 
government and the manufacturing sector to tackle 
industry challenges, improve productivity and 
create sustainable jobs for Basotho, stressing that 
factories must be able to grow and keep creating 
employment.

The tour forms part of the ministry’s efforts to 
promote industrial development, expand exports 
and advance inclusive economic growth through 
closer engagement with the private sector.

Addressing skills shortages, strengthening 
partnerships and supporting local manufacturers 
will be key to improving the sector’s competitiveness, 
broadening its product range and expanding 
employment opportunities as Lesotho continues to 
pursue industrialisation.

Seabata Mahao

Four days of hi-tech 
gadgets, robotics and AI

Econet Telecom Lesotho (ETL) is set to host the 
fourth edition of the Econet Expo from October 27 
to 30 at Maseru Mall, bringing together technology 
brands, businesses, innovators and the public to ex-
plore emerging digital solutions under the theme, 

The four-day event comes after ETL was rec-
ognised by global connectivity intelligence com-
pany Ookla as Lesotho’s Fastest Mobile Network 

attributes to its continued investment in network 
infrastructure, digital innovation and customer ex-
perience.

Apple’s iPhone 18, alongside exhibitions by inter-
national and local technology partners. Visitors will 
also have an opportunity to experience robotics, 
virtual reality, gaming, smart home solutions, ar-

devices, with giveaways planned throughout the 

ital solutions can contribute to tackling youth un-
employment and strengthening digital skills devel-
opment, particularly among young people seeking 
opportunities in the evolving digital economy.

Masoabi encouraged schools, entrepreneurs, 
businesses and members of the public to attend 
the expo, saying the event would provide an oppor-
tunity to discover technologies that can support 
learning, innovation and business growth.

“We want young Basotho to see themselves as 
future innovators and creators of technology, while 
enabling businesses to discover solutions that en-

“The Econet Expo is about bringing those pos-
sibilities to life and demonstrating that the future 

concluded.

event.

Manager for Marketing Communications and Cus-
tomer Experience, Puleng Masoabi, said the event 

for an AI-powered future through improved connec-
tivity and greater access to digital technologies.

“Our recent recognition by Ookla as Lesotho’s 
Fastest Mobile Network is a testament to our contin-
ued investment in building the digital infrastructure 
that our country needs. However, connectivity is 

She added that the company aims to move be-
yond providing fast and reliable connectivity to 
helping Basotho participate meaningfully in the dig-
ital economy.

“We have made a deliberate decision to be at the 
-

tho, ensuring that these technologies are not merely 
global trends we observe, but practical solutions that 

A key feature of the company’s digital strategy is 

supports both English and Sesotho. The platform 
provides access to AI-powered tools, with payments 
available through airtime and EcoCash.

Masoabi said EcoAI is intended to address barri-
ers that prevent people from accessing AI technolo-
gies, particularly affordability, language and accessi-
bility.

“Through EcoAI, ETL is taking practical steps to 

affordability, language and accessibility. We want a 
student in Mokhotlong, an entrepreneur in Mafeteng 
or a business owner in Maseru to have the oppor-
tunity to harness AI to learn, innovate and become 

She said the company envisions a digital future in 
which technology creates opportunities for people 
regardless of their background or geographical lo-
cation.

Beyond product exhibitions, the Econet Expo will 
host discussions on the practical application of AI in 

-
formation and the role of technology in addressing 
socioeconomic challenges.

The discussions are expected to explore how dig-

ETL’s Acting General Manager - Marketing 
Communications and Customer Experience, 

Puleng ‘Mathabo Masoabi

Ministerial tour to Thetsane industrial area  

Under No 14324-284 on the 14th/11/2013 in Favour of SELIBENG JOSEPHINE LEKENA in respect of every right or interest on and to the 
building(s) and other developments, express or implied in certain Plot No.
14324-284 situated at HA PAKI MAZENOD MASERU DISTRICT on Plan No 14324
As held by the chief Surveyor. 
All persons having objection to the issue of the said copy are requested to lodge such in writing to the Land Registrar within three weeks from the 
last publication of the notice. 
APPLICANT’S NAME & ADDRESS 
MAKANANELO MALISE
HA MATALA 

NOTICE OF LOST LEASE

MASERU
LESOTHO
CONTACT NUMBERS: 5892 3415

ADDRESS:
LAND REGISTRAR
LAND ADMINISTRATION AUTHORITY 

LEROTHOLI ROAD
P.O.BOX 11856
MASERU 100
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Lesotho’s economy is set to lose momentum 
every year through 2027, with the Inter-
national Monetary Fund (IMF) projecting 
growth will slide from 1.5 percent in 2025 to 
1.1 percent in 2026 and 0.8 percent in 2027, a 
steady decline that points to a prolonged pe-
riod of weak performance marked by falling 
household incomes, limited job creation and 
subdued private-sector activity.

The projections, contained in the IMF’s Re-
gional Economic Outlook Update for Sub-Sa-
haran Africa, show a weakening trajectory 
at a time when the country faces mounting 
pressure to create sustainable employment, 
strengthen domestic production and improve 
living standards.

The outlook contrasts sharply with the 
broader Sub-Saharan African region, which 
is projected to grow by 4.5 percent in both 
2026 and 2027. By 2027, Lesotho’s expected 
growth will be only a fraction of the regional 
pace.

The IMF warned that although the region 
had demonstrated resilience to global eco-
nomic shocks, growth prospects differed sig-

less dependent on natural resources facing 
slower growth.

debt-servicing costs, limited foreign reserves 
and declining foreign aid were leaving many 
African countries with little room to absorb 
further economic shocks.

“Risks remain decidedly tilted to the down-
-

gy supply disruptions, sovereign repricing, 
further aid reductions and severe weather 
events, particularly El Niño.

-
ment, targeted support for vulnerable house-
holds, protection of productive investment 
and policies that encourage private-sector 
growth.

For Lesotho, these concerns come amid 
persistent structural weaknesses, including 
limited domestic manufacturing capacity, de-
pendence on imported goods and vulnerabil-
ity to developments in South Africa, its major 
trading partner.

The slowdown is already visible in house-
hold spending and business activity, with con-
sumers facing pressure from reduced income 

demand.
Household consumption, a key driver of 

economic growth, depends largely on em-
ployment income and remittances. Howev-
er, job losses, limited opportunities for new 
employment and disruptions to remittance 

March, have weakened households’ ability to 
spend.

Without stronger purchasing power, busi-
nesses have fewer incentives to expand pro-
duction, invest in new operations or employ 
additional workers.

The Central Bank of Lesotho (CBL) has also 
raised concerns about weakening domestic 
economic activity.

In August, its Monetary Policy Committee 
(MPC) reported that the moderate economic 
rebound recorded earlier in the year had been 
short-lived, with recent indicators pointing to 
subdued demand in the transport and manu-
facturing subsectors.

The bank further noted that private-sector 
credit growth remained subdued, suggesting 
that households and businesses continued to 

-
nancial conditions.

Credit growth is an important indicator 
-

households use credit to support consump-
tion.

When borrowing and investment remain 
weak, the economy risks entering a cycle of 

Lesotho left behind 
with projected growth 
of just 0.8% against 
the region’s 4.5% 
average in 2027

The scale of competition for limited em-
ployment opportunities was illustrated re-
cently when the Lesotho Mounted Police 
Service (LMPS) received more than 25,000 
applications for just 500 police constable po-
sitions.

facing young people seeking formal employ-
ment in a country where economic growth 
remains weak. Although the number of ap-
plications does not establish the national 
unemployment rate, it demonstrates the high 
demand for a limited number of public-sector 
jobs.

The challenge extends beyond recruitment 
into government institutions. Sustainable em-
ployment requires an expanding private sec-
tor, stronger local industries and investment 
capable of creating jobs beyond the public 
service.

the current administration, having persisted 
through successive governments and been 
compounded by the Covid-19 pandemic and 
the Russia-Ukraine war.

However, the IMF’s downward trajectory 
raises questions about whether enough is 
being done to address the structural weak-
nesses that continue to constrain growth 
under Prime Minister Samuel Ntsokoane 
Matekane’s administration.

The central challenge is not simply to in-
crease government expenditure but to ensure 
that economic activity generates more in-
come, supports local enterprises and creates 
sustainable employment.

A stronger recovery would require policies 
that encourage domestic production, widen 
access to government procurement for Baso-
tho businesses, attract productive investment 
and strengthen industries capable of compet-
ing in regional and international markets.

The IMF has emphasised that protecting 
productive investment and enabling pri-
vate-sector growth are essential to making 
economies more resilient to future shocks 
and improving long-term living standards.

Seabata Mahao

low demand, limited business expansion and 
slow job creation.

Although government expenditure remains 
an important source of economic activity, con-
cerns persist over the extent to which public 
spending stimulates domestic production and 
supports Basotho-owned businesses.

Much of the government’s procurement 
goes towards goods and services sourced 
from outside the country, particularly South 
Africa, because Lesotho has a limited manu-
facturing base.

-
eign economies through imports, limiting the 
multiplier effect of public expenditure on local 
businesses, employment and production.

Concerns have also been raised that gov-
ernment procurement tends to favour larger 
companies, potentially restricting opportuni-
ties for smaller domestic enterprises to par-
ticipate in major contracts.

While government spending can stimulate 
demand, it cannot sustainably replace pri-
vate-sector investment, competitive local in-
dustries and a stronger domestic productive 
base.

Economic growth ultimately depends on 
the ability of businesses to produce goods and 
services, create jobs and generate income that 
circulates within the country. The challenge, 
therefore, is to build industries around sec-
tors in which Lesotho has a competitive ad-
vantage and can develop sustainable employ-
ment opportunities

The clothing and textile industry, an impor-
tant source of formal employment and export 
earnings, faces uncertainty linked to United 
States trade policies, tariffs introduced un-

eligible African countries with preferential ac-
cess to the US market.

The industry also faces stiff competition 

well as Asian producers, including Vietnam.

Meanwhile, the downturn in the diamond 
market has added pressure to an economy 
already struggling to diversify its sources of 
export earnings.

These challenges expose Lesotho’s vulner-
ability to external markets and underline the 
consequences of having a narrow productive 
base. With limited manufacturing capaci-

-

broader economic development.
Monetary policy developments have add-

ed another dimension to the gloomy outlook. 
The CBL recently increased the Central Bank 
Rate, also known as the repo rate, by 25 basis 
points to 7.00 percent per annum. The bank 
said the adjustment was necessary to main-
tain the country’s exchange-rate peg, safe-
guard international reserves and preserve 
macroeconomic stability.

edge upwards, driven mainly by higher trans-
port costs, although food price pressures re-
mained relatively contained.

The MPC also revised its medium-term in-

that risks remained tilted towards higher in-

-
ly elevated oil prices, the possible withdrawal 
of fuel levy relief measures, weather-related 
disruptions to food supplies and the potential 
for rising costs to trigger higher wages and 
broader price increases.

For a country heavily dependent on import-
ed fuel and food, external price shocks can 
quickly affect household budgets, transport 
costs and business operating expenses.

The IMF similarly warned that median in-
-

ed to rise from 3.4 percent in 2025 to 4.3 per-
cent in 2026 and 5.0 percent in 2027. It urged 

while protecting vulnerable households and 
maintaining investment that supports future 
growth.
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AHF urges government to 
expedite HIV/AIDS fight

is calling on the government to step up its 

response.
AHF says the government must renew its 

The group wants leaders to focus on making 

prevention, testing, and treatment, and make 
sure people stay in care. 

They also stress the importance of 

means that people who are on treatment and 
have undetectable levels of the virus cannot 
pass it on to others.

shows that out of almost 33.9 million people 
living with HIV worldwide, more than 8.1 
million are not virally suppressed. 

Countries like Lesotho, Cambodia, Eswatini, 

and Rwanda have done well, but big countries 
such as South Africa, Nigeria, Brazil, and 
even the United States have large numbers 
of people who are not virally suppressed. For 
example, South Africa has about 1.75 million 
people with HIV who can still spread the virus.

In Lesotho, a new national report found a 
worrying gap in treatment for children aged 
0–14 years. The report also says fewer children 
are achieving viral suppression, and there is a 
need to improve how children stick to their 
treatment, monitor their health, and continue 
getting care. Certain areas, like Quthing, 
Butha-Buthe, and Mohale’s Hoek, have lower 

treatment rates than other districts.
“People living with HIV can live long, 

healthy lives with effective treatment, and 
once virally suppressed, they cannot pass on 
the virus through sex. But that only works if 
the medicines and services are in place and 

Manager for AHF Lesotho.
He added, “History has shown that epidemics 

are shaped not only by medical interventions 
but also by political will backed by action. The 

or lost based on our ability to control new 

Health
Flatten the hill: Dr 
Myres presses MPs 
on palliative care

Ntsoaki Motaung

A large crowd gathered recently to mark Breast 
Cancer Awareness and World Hospice and 

Management: An Essential Part of Palliative 

Survivors, health professionals, leaders and 
community members came together to raise 
awareness and push for better care for people 
living with serious illness.

of Hope Hospice, gave a moving address. He 
reminded those present that everyone faces 

illness or loss.
“Many people in this country with long-term 

illness are suffering physically, emotionally, and 
spiritually. They are not getting the support 

said Myres.
He had two clear requests for 

parliamentarians. First, he urged lawmakers to 
make palliative care a core part of the country’s 
health system, not an extra service only for 
those who can afford it. 

He explained that in countries where 
governments support, fund and promote 
palliative care, people with life-limiting illness 
can live with dignity and less pain. Second, he 
called on leaders to act now, instead of waiting 
until they or their loved ones fall ill. 

“Let us now work to improve the prospects 
of those who have life-limiting illness at this 

Myres stressed that palliative care helps 
people live as fully as possible, even when 
a cure is not possible. He added that it also 
supports families, not only patients.

He thanked everyone for taking part in the 
awareness walk and spoke about the daily 
struggle faced by people with cancer or other 
serious illness: 

“For many people, climbing a hill is a daily 

Member of Parliament Makhalanyane 
Mokhothu, who is Chairperson of the 
Chairpersons of the National Assembly 
Portfolio Committees, spoke about the major 
challenge that non-communicable diseases 
such as cancer pose for the country. 

He pointed to a lack of equipment and 
trained staff, for example for endoscopy, which 
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He called for better planning and investment 
to improve care and reduce unnecessary 
suffering.

said the walk from the Ministry of Health to the 
National Assembly symbolised the country’s 
shared commitment to a more compassionate 
Lesotho, where everyone receives care with 
dignity and respect.

She said breast cancer is the second most 
common cancer among women in Lesotho, 

after cervical cancer. However, she noted that 
early detection and proper treatment can save 
lives. She encouraged everyone to learn the 
warning signs and to seek medical help if they 
notice any changes.

The Minister also challenged the media to 

to support women, and reminded everyone 
that breast cancer can affect anyone.

Speaking directly to cancer survivors, she 
expressed deep respect for their courage and 

resilience. 
“Your experiences remind us that with 

support, appropriate care, and collaboration, 

She added that healthcare is not only about 
treating disease, but also about relieving 
suffering and protecting human dignity. She 
called for palliative care to be recognised 
as essential for improving the quality of life 
of people living with serious illness and for 
supporting their families.

AHF’s Month of Action involves programs 
and partners in over 50 countries. Their 
main message is clear: not acting will cost 
lives. They urge governments, civil society, 
communities, and businesses to act now. 

healthcare organization, helping more than 

Award for its leadership in social justice. For 
more information, visit the AHF website.

Ntsoaki Motaung
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Limkokwing University of Creative Technolo-
gy (LUCT) has urged students to speak open-
ly about their struggles and to seek help with-
out fear of judgement. The university also 
called for greater awareness of mental health 
and suicide prevention among young people.

The call was made at a mental health 
awareness event organised by the universi-

The event aimed to break the stigma 
around mental health, encourage people 
to seek help and create a supportive space 
where students can discuss their challenges 

It brought together students, university 
staff, health experts and mental health advo-
cates. They discussed issues affecting young 
people, including depression, anxiety, suicide 

-
QI+ challenges, stigma, recovery and availa-
ble support services.

LUCT Registrar ‘Mateboho Moorosi said 
mental health awareness is important in aca-
demic institutions. She noted that emotional 
and psychological well-being plays a major 
role in students’ academic performance and 
personal development. She said students face 
many pressures that can affect their mental 
health, so they need understanding, guidance 
and support from those around them.

Moorosi also stressed that lecturers have 
a responsibility to notice when students may 

-

University adds voice to 
mental health awareness 

institution. He thanked the participants and 
everyone who contributed. He said the dis-
cussions provided valuable information that 
attendees could use in their daily lives and 
share with their families and communities.

“A good thing is that we have heard this in-
formation from the experts who are also the 
victims. Therefore, we are taking home im-
portant information that we will share with 

The event coincided with World Mental 

10 to raise awareness of mental health chal-
lenges and promote access to care and sup-
port.

The World Health Organization (WHO) 
chose the theme “Lived Experiences Heard: 

importance of listening to people who have 
experienced mental health challenges and in-
cluding their views in mental health policies 
and services.

The American Psychiatric Association 
Foundation also stressed the importance of 
psychological well-being with its message 
that “There is no health without mental 

The LUCT event showed the need for uni-
versities to offer supportive environments 
where students can discuss their struggles 
and get guidance without fear of discrimina-
tion or judgement. It also showed that men-
tal well-being is an essential part of student 
support, academic success and personal de-
velopment.

Ntsoaki Motaung

Molumaela Lepeli, a nurse educator, public health specialist, and PhD candidate (2)

ate support.
Student Services Assistant Tefo Mosala, 

speaking on behalf of the Student Services 

attention from both educational institutions 
and society. He said mental health challenges 
affect people of all ages and backgrounds, and 
he called for greater understanding and sup-

“We want to make everyone aware that 
mental health issues do not affect adults 
only; they affect everyone, including children. 
Therefore, we want to make sure that we un-
derstand people, help them cope and support 

said.
Mental health advocates also shared per-

sonal stories of struggling with their well-be-
ing. They encouraged students to admit when 
they need help and to reach out to people 
they trust, rather than suffer in silence.

One of the speakers, Tebello Machaba of 

Unlocking Love, led an interactive session. It 
-

tal well-being and identify the challenges af-
fecting their lives. She urged students to put 

they need it.

think about yourself, not other people. Seek 

The discussions gave students a chance to 
share their experiences and learn from oth-
ers. They also showed that mental health 
challenges should not be a source of shame.

more than an ordinary day because it dealt 
with an issue that matters deeply to young 
people. He thanked the organisers for the 
chance to hear other people’s experiences. 
He said their stories offered reassurance to 

Lerotholi closed the event on behalf of the 

New UN tool tracks El 
Niño threat to children

As the world prepares to face one of the 
strongest El Niño climate events on record, 
international health agencies and frontline 
experts are sounding the alarm. 

The World Health Organization (WHO), the 
World Meteorological Organization (WMO), 
UNICEF, and the United Nations Population 

of-its-kind monitoring framework to track the 
escalating health threats that extreme heat and 
climate disruptions pose to pregnant women, 
newborns, and children. 

The timing is critical. Molumaela Lepeli, a 
nurse educator, public health specialist, and 

climate shocks will trigger silent suffering 
across vulnerable communities, particularly in 
low- and middle-income regions like eastern 
and southern Africa.

insists. “It is a test of survival for mothers and 

El Niño is known for causing above-

Ocean, triggering a ripple effect of droughts, 

Lepeli describes a looming daily reality 
where young children gasp for breath in 

scorching sun searching for water and food.
“Children are not just small. Their bodies 

are still growing. They eat and drink more for 
their body size, their immune systems are not 

Lepeli explains. When air is thick with dust or 

To combat these intersecting crises, the new 
UN framework provides governments with a 

across four key domains to track and respond 
to climate-health impacts including, Routine 
Monitoring of MNCH: Tracking facility-based 
metrics such as preterm births, outpatient 
attendance, pregnancy hypertension, late 
stillbirths, low birth weight (<2500 g), under-

attendance. 
Public Health and Surveillance: Monitoring 

mortality rates and emergency room visits 
disaggregated by age and sex. 

Climate and Health Integration: Ensuring 
ministries of health include maternal, newborn, 
and child health (MNCH) in climate task forces, 
vulnerability assessments, early warning 
distribution, and health worker training. 

measures including air temperature, the Heat 
Index, the Universal Thermal Climate Index 

Child and Adolescent Health and Ageing, 
emphasizes, "What health systems do not 
count, they cannot respond to. By tracking 
outcomes such as preterm birth, child deaths 
and illnesses, and health-facility visits alongside 
heat exposure, countries can identify potential 
impacts and take action." 

WHO notes that El Niño acts as a risk 

anomalies coincide with weak health systems, 
low population immunity, and poor access to 
care.

immediate, proactive intervention, including 
robust early warning systems, reinforced health 
infrastructure, secure access to clean water, 
and community-level support for women and 
children. 

“We must act before the next disaster stellar 

mother’s health, should matter. El Niño’s impact 

children fall sick easily.
Studies underscore these fears, exposure to 

extreme heat is linked to a 26 percent increase 
in the odds of preterm birth, and infants 
under one year old experienced 389 percent 
more heatwave days in 2024 compared to the 
baseline period between 1986 and 2005. 

exposed to increasingly frequent and severe 
heatwaves. 

Furthermore, a major new study published 
in Nature Communications reveals that when 
mothers are exposed to El Niño-like conditions 
during and before pregnancy, the risk of their 

dramatically by up to 48 percent compared to 
normal years. 

As temperatures soar and crops fail, eastern 
and southern Africa face a severe surge in 
malnutrition. “When crops fail, there is not 

enough food. Children start losing weight, 
and some never recover. Their growth can be 

He said expectant mothers face 
compounding dangers. Pregnancy is a 
physiological stress test, and dehydration 
can set in quickly when mothers must walk 

Unbearable heat and caregiving duties often 
cause women to skip antenatal visits, leading 
to home births without trained midwives and 
dangerously delayed emergency care. 

Lepeli warned that, the crisis extends 
beyond physical health. Water scarcity and 
contamination pave the way for outbreaks of 
cholera, diarrhea, and malaria, while families 
under economic stress may experience rises 
in gender-based violence and child marriages 
as desperate measures to reduce household 
burdens.

Seabata Mahao
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BETTER DIRECTORS. BETTER BOARDS. A STRONGER LESOTHO.

26 NOVEMBER 2026
AVANI LESOTHO HOTEL
MASERU

TABLE OF 10 
CORPORATE (MEMBERS)

M20,000 

M2,500
NON-MEMBER

M2,000
MEMBER

TABLE OF 10 
CORPORATE (NON-MEMBERS) 

M25,000

GOVERNANCE
MASTER CLASS

09:00-15:00

With over 30 years' experience 
across the public and private sectors, 
Mazvi has held senior roles in the UK,
Lesotho's natural resources sector, 

Central Bank and Letšeng Diamonds. 
She contributed to the Mohlomi Code

and is a founding member of loD Lesotho.

GOVERNANCE 
AWARDS GALA

18:00 - 21:00

A seasoned governance 
and strategy professional, 

Robert brings extensive experience 
in board leadership, risk management, 

organisational transformation 
and sustainable growth. Reserve your 

seat today

2 IN 1 EVENT
GOVERNANCE EXPERIENCE 2026

GOVERNANCE MASTER CLASS | GOVERNANCE AWARDS GALA

 Insights. Leadership. Recognition.

A premier platform 
for learning, networking 
and celebrating
excellence in 
governance.

A globally recognised 
governancethought leader,

Carolynn brings deep expertise 
in board effectiveness,

leadership and sustainable 
valuecreation.

MS CAROLYNN 
CHALMERS

Governance Expert & 
Board Advisor

MS MAZVI GUNI

Corporate Governance 
Leader & Board Chair

ketsi@iodlesotho.org.ls

www.iodlesotho.org.ls

(+266) 5325 6707 | 2232 3646

MR ROBERT LIKHANG

Governance &
 Strategy Specialist

Renowned for his work in 
corporate governance and 

sustainable value, 
Prof King has influenced 

boards and organisations 
worldwide through 

his research and leadership.

PROF 
MERVYN KING

Global 
Governance Icon

THEME

TICKETS FROM
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Review of the National Agriculture  Subsidy Policy  
 (Individual Consultants)

LESOTHO 
SMALLHOLDER AGRICULTURE DEVELOPMENT POJECT (SADP II) 

Assignment Title: Engagement of an Individual consultant to Conduct Review of 
the National Agriculture Subsidy Policy 
Reference No. (as per procurement plan): LSO-2000002563-0079-CS-ICS 

The Government of Lesotho through the Ministry of Agriculture Food Security and 

Development (IFAD) towards the cost Smallholder Agriculture Development Project II 
(SADP II) and intends to apply part of the proceeds for the recruitment of consulting 
services provided by an individual consultant as part of the post to review Subsidy 
policy.    

and against all suits, proceedings, claims, demands, losses and liability of any kind or 
nature brought by any party in connection with Smallholder Agriculture Development 
Project II (SADP II). The consulting services (“the services”) include the review Subsidy 
policy  
This request for expressions of interest (REOI) follows the general procurement notice 
that appeared on the IFAD website on 17/07/2026, on UNDB on 17/07/2026, on SADP 
II website on 23/07/2026 and on local newspapers.  
 
The attention of interested consultants is drawn to IFAD’s Anti-Money Laundering 
and Countering the Financing of Terrorism Policy  and the Revised IFAD Policy on 
Preventing Fraud and Corruption its Activities and Operations . The latter sets forth 
IFAD’s provisions on prohibited practices. IFAD further strives to ensure a safe working 
environment free of harassment, including sexual harassment, and free of sexual 
exploitation and abuse (SEA) in its activities and operations as detailed in its IFAD 
Policy to Preventing and Responding to Sexual Harassment, Sexual Exploitation and 
Abuse.  By entering in this document, you certify to have read, understood, and agreed 
to be bound by the Privacy Policy of IFAD.  
Interested consultants shall not have any actual, potential or reasonably perceived 

The Ministry of Agriculture, Food Security and Nutrition under Small Holder Agriculture 
Project (SADPII) now invites eligible 
Individual consultants (“consultants”) to indicate their interest in providing the services. 
Interested consultants should provide  information demonstrating that they have 

1.   The policy is accessible at https://www.ifad.org/en/document-detail/asset/41942012.  
2.   The policy is accessible at www.ifad.org/anticorruption_policy.  
3.   The policy is accessible at https://www.ifad.org/en/document-detail/asset/40738506.  
4.   The policy is accessible at https://www.ifad.org/en/privacy. 

REQUEST FOR EXPRESSIONS OF INTEREST

a curriculum vitae (CV). A consultant will be selected in accordance with the individual 
consultant selection (ICS) method set out in IFAD’ Project Procurement Handbook that can 
be accessed via the IFAD website at www.ifad.org/projectprocurement. Interviews will not be 
conducted as part of the selection process. 
The shortlisting criteria are:  
1) Education: Master’s degree in Agricultural Economics, Economics, Public 

advantage.  
2) Experience and Skills:  
a. Minimum 10 years of experience in agricultural policy research and consultancy.  
b. 

marketing systems.  
c. Demonstrated 5 years’ experience in evaluating Government programmes.  
d. 5 years’ experience at Managerial level in the Agricultural and rural development 

sector 
e. Strong analytical, report writing, stakeholder engagement and communication skills.  
f. Familiarity with Lesotho’s agricultural landscape is highly desirable or similar 

contexts. 
For each assignment, the consultant should provide: 
• Client name; 
• Project title; 
• Country; 
• Contract value; 
• Duration; 
• Scope of work; 
• Client contact details for reference. 
• Skills Requirements 

https://www.sadpii.org.ls/procurement/ or they can be requested via email at procurement@
sadpii.org.ls and send it to the address indicated below. 

procurement@sadpii.org.ls no later than 9/10/2026 1500 hours UTC+2.The client will 

letter must be hand delivered in a written form to the address below (in person) or sent via 
email to procurement@sadpii.org.ls by 19th October 2026 at 1500 hours. 

Attn: Procurement Specialist a.i  
Livestock Services Moshoeshoe II 
P.O. Box 24, Maseru, Lesotho 
Tel: +266 22312578 
E-mail: procurement@sadpii.org.ls 

 

Item Criteria Points 

A. General experience 30 

1.  General experience: 
Minimum 10 years of 
experience in agricultural 
policy research and 
consultancy. 

30 

B. 
experience 

70 

1.  Q U A L I F I C AT I O N : 
Master’s Degree 
Agricultural Economics, 
Economics, Public Policy, 
Development Economics, 

25 

2.  5 years’ expertise in 

and agricultural marketing 
systems.  

10

3.  5 years’ experience at 
Managerial level in the 
Agricultural and rural 
development sector 

10 

4.  Knowledge of the 
agricultural sector in 
Lesotho or similar 
contexts. 

5 

5.  Strong analytical and 
report-writing skills. 

10 

6.  5 years’ Experience 
working with Government 
programmes  

10 

Total Points 100 

Minimum points required 
to pass 

70 points 

KINGDOM OF LESOTHO
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING

PROCUREMENT UNIT
P.O. BOX 47, MASERU 100

23 October 2026
Remove Security/Diamond Mesh fence, Trees 
and Replace Fence with All Steel Hot-Dipped 
Galvanized Commercial Palisade Fencing to Cover 
302M Long-OCB No: GOL W001/2026/2027

1. The Ministry of Education and Training has 
been allocated/received funds from the SSU- 
Revolving Fund to be used for the acquisition 
of Removal of Security/Diamond Mesh Fence, 
Trees and Replacement of Fence with Steel 
Hot Dipped Galvanized Commercial Palisade 
Fencing to Cover 302M Long.

2. The Entity Invites sealed bids from eligible 
bidders for the provision of the above Works.

3. Bidding will be conducted in accordance with 
the Open National Bidding Method contained 
in the Public Procurement Act 2023 and is 
open to all bidders.

4. Interested Eligible Bidders may obtain further 
information and inspect the bidding document 
at the address given below at 8(a) from 
08:00AM to 16:30 hrs.

5. The Bidding Document in English may be 
purchased at no cost by interested bidders on 
the submission of a written application to the 
address below at 8(b).

6. Bids must be delivered to the address below 
at 8(c) at or before 10:00hrs 18th December 
2026. All bids must be accompanied by a 
bid security of (M5000.00) or a bid securing 
declaration. Bid securities or bid securing 
declarations must be valid until 90 days 
(26/02/27). Late bids shall be rejected. Bids 
will be opened in the presence of bidders’ 
representatives who choose to attend at the 
address below at 8(d) at 10:30hrs on the 18th 
December 2026.

7. There shall be pre-bid meeting 10:00hrs 

INVITATION TO BIDDERS
BID NOTICE UNDER OPEN COMPETITIVE TENDERING

EFU Building on the dates indicated in the 
proposed schedule in this notice.

8. (a) Documents may be inspected at:  Ministry 
of Education and Training 

Procurement Unit, Education Facility Unit, 
Constitution Road, Maseru
(b) Documents will be issued from: Ministry of 
Education and Training
Procurement Unit, Education Facility Unit,   
Constitution Road, Maseru
(c) Bids must be delivered to: The Ministry of 
Education and Training   
Inspectorate Building, Room 404 
(d) Address of bid opening: Ministry of Education 
and Training Inspectorate    Building, Room 404
9. The planned procurement schedule (subject 

to changes) is as follows:

Activity Date

a.  Publish bid Notice 30th October 
2026

b.  Pre bid meeting 04th November 
2026

c.  Bid Closing date 18th December 
2026

d.  Evaluation process 2 8 t h  
D e c e m b e r 
2026

e.  Display and 
communication of best 
evaluated bidder notice

12th January 
2027

f.  Contract signature 16th February 
2027

 
Signature
Name

BID NOTICE UNDER OPEN COMPETITIVE TENDERING
MINISTRY OF EDUCATION AND TRAINING

18th  October 2026 

1. The Ministry of Education and Training 
has been allocated funds from the 
Government to be used for the acquisition 
of school furniture.

2. The Entity invites sealed bids from eligible 
bidders for the provision of the above 
Goods.

3. Bidding will be conducted in accordance 
with the open national bidding method 
contained in the Public Procurement Act 
and is open to all bidders.

4. Interested eligible bidders may obtain 
further information and inspect the bidding 
documents at the address given below at 
8(a) from 8:30hrs to 4:30hrs.  

5. The Bidding document in English may 
be obtained by interested bidders to the 
address below at 8(b) at no cost. 

6. Bids must be delivered to the address 
below at 8(c) at or before 10:00hrs on the 
16th NOVEMBER 2026.  All bids must 
be accompanied by a bid security of M 
10,000.00 from the bank or a bid securing 
declaration. Bid securities must be valid 
until (16th JANUARY 2027. Late bids 
shall be rejected. Bids will be opened in the 
presence of the bidders’ representatives 
who choose to attend at 10:30hrs the 
address below at 8(d) at 10:30hrs on the 
16th NOVEMBER 2026

7. There shall be a pre – bid meeting at EFU 
building, opposite NCDC next Lerotholi 
Polytechnic Fokothi at 10:00hrs on the 
dates indicated in the proposed schedule 
in this notice.

8. (a) Procurement Unit, Education Facility 
Unit, Ministry of Education and Training

                 P.O. Box 1279 Maseru 100

Invitation to Bidders

Supply and delivery of school furniture for 45 primary schools
Procurement reference No: LS –MOET-001-2026/2027-RFB

(b) Documents will be issued from: 
Ministry of Education and Training, Procurement 
Unit, EFU Building next to Fokothi opposite 
NCDC 
 
(c) Bids must be delivered to: Ministry of 
Education and Training Room 404 Inspectorate 
Building  
(d) Address of bid Opening: Procurement 
Committee, Ministry of Education and         Training   
headquarters, Inspectorate Building room 404     

9. 9. The planned procurement schedule 
(subject to changes) is as follows:

Activity Date
a.  Publish bid notice 16th  October, 

2026

b.  Pre-bid meeting 
where applicable

23rd  October, 
2026

c.  Bid closing date 1 6 t h 
N o v e m b e r , 
2026

d.  Evaluation process 18 to 23rd 
N o v e m b e r , 
2026

e. Display and 
communication of 
best evaluated bidder 
notice

4th   December 
2026

f.  Contract signature 21st December 
2026

Signature: 
Name:
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1. The Ministry of Education and Training 
has been allocated/received funds from 
the government of Lesotho to be used for 
the acquisition of  Printing Material.

2. The Entity invites sealed bids from 
eligible bidders for the provision of the 
above Goods.

3. Bidding will be conducted in accordance 
with the open national bidding method 
contained in the Public Procurement Act 
and is open to all bidders.

4. Interested eligible bidders may obtain 
further information and inspect the 
bidding documents  at the address 
given below at 8(a) from  8;00AM to 
16:00 hrs .

5. The Bidding document in English may 
be purchased at no cost  by interested 
bidders on the submission of a written 
application to the address below at 8(b).

6. Bids must be delivered to the address 
below at 8(c) at  10:00hrs  on the 
13th November 2026 .All bids must 
be accompanied by a bid security 
of (M5000.00) or a bid securing 
declaration..Bid securities or bid securing 
declarations must be valid until  90 days 
(11/02/27).Late bids shall be rejected. 
Bids will be opened in the presence of 
the bidders’ representatives who choose 
to attend at the address below at 8(d) at 
10:30hrs  on the 13th November 2026.

7. There shall  be a pre – bid meeting  at  
10:00hrs EFU  Building on the dates 
indicated in the proposed schedule in 
this notice.

8. (a)Documents may be inspected 
at:Ministry of  Education and 

1. The Ministry of Education and Training 
has been allocated/received funds from 
the government of Lesotho to be used for 
the acquisition of  Science chemicals and 
equipment.

2. The Entity invites sealed bids from eligible 
bidders for the provision of the above 
Goods.

3. Bidding will be conducted in accordance 
with the open national bidding method 
contained in the Public Procurement Act 
and is open to all bidders.

4. Interested eligible bidders may obtain 
further information and inspect the bidding 
documents  at the address given below 
at 8(a) from  8;00AM to 16:00 hrs .

5. The Bidding document in English may 
be purchased at no cost  by interested 
bidders on the submission of a written 
application to the address below at 8(b).

6. Bids must be delivered to the address 
below at 8(c) at  14:00hrs  on the 
13th November 2026 .All bids must 
be accompanied by a bid security of 
(M5000.00) or a bid securing declaration..
Bid securities or bid securing declarations 
must be valid until  90 days (11/02/27).
Late bids shall be rejected. Bids will be 
opened in the presence of the bidders’ 
representatives who choose to attend at 
the address below at 8(d) at 10:30hrs  on 
the 13th November 2026.

7. There shall  be a pre – bid meeting  at  
10:00hrs EFU  Building on the dates 
indicated in the proposed schedule in this 
notice.

8. (a)Documents may be inspected 
at:Ministry of  Education and 

Invitation to Bidders Invitation to Bidders
BID NOTICE UNDER OPEN COMPETITIVE TENDERING BID NOTICE UNDER OPEN COMPETITIVE TENDERING

Ministry of Education and Training
02-October  2026
Supply and Delivery of Printing Material- GOL/PRNT/TARL 26/27

Ministry of Education and Training
02-October  2026
Supply and Delivery of  Science  Chemicals  and  Equipment- OCB No: GOL/SCIENCE 
FUND 26/27

Training,Procurement Unit   EFU  
Building  next to Fokothi,opposite NCDC.

 (b) Documents will be issued 
from:Ministry of Education and Training EFU 
Building next to Fokothi opposite NCDC.
 (c) Bids must be delivered 
to:Ministry of Education and Training 
headquaters ,Inspectorate Building room 404  
.
 (d) Address of bid opening: 
Procurement committee Ministry  of  Education 
and Training headquaters  ,Inspectorate 
Building room 404.

9. The planned procurement schedule 
(subject to changes) is as follows:

Activity Date
a. Publish bid notice 02th 0ctober 

2026

b. Pre-bid meeting 
where applicable

Tuesday 13th  
0ctober 2026

c. Bid closing date 13th  November  
2026

d. Evaluation 
process

30 November 
2026

e. Display and 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
of best evaluated 
bidder notice

30 November 
2026

f. Contract signature 10 December 
2026

Signature: 
Name:

Training,Procurement Unit   EFU  
Building  next to Fokothi,opposite NCDC.

 (b) Documents will be issued 
from:Ministry of Education and Training EFU 
Building next to Fokothi opposite NCDC.
 (c) Bids must be delivered 
to:Ministry of Education and Training 
headquaters ,Inspectorate Building room 404  .
 (d) Address of bid opening: 
Procurement committee Ministry  of  Education 
and Training headquaters  ,Inspectorate 
Building room 404.
9. The planned procurement schedule 

(subject to changes) is as follows:

Activity Date
a. Publish bid notice 02th 0ctober 

2026

b. Pre-bid meeting 
where applicable

Tuesday 13th  
0ctober 2026

c. Bid closing date 13th  November  
2026

d. Evaluation 
process

30 November 
2026

e. Display and 
c o m m u n i c a t i o n 
of best evaluated 
bidder notice

30 November 
2026

f. Contract signature 10 December 
2026

Signature: 
Name:

1. Introduction
The Government of the Kingdom of 
Lesotho (GoL), through the Ministry of 
Finance and Development Planning 
(MFDP), is committed to building a skilled, 
knowledgeable, and adaptable human 
resource base that can drive sustainable 
national development, reduce poverty, and 
improve the quality of life for all Basotho. 
Human Resources Development (HRD) 
is central to achieving the targets set out 
in the National Strategic Development 
Plan (NSDP), the African Union's Agenda 
2063, and the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs). It is against this 
background that the Ministry of Finance and 
Development Planning seeks an individual 
consultant to develop a National Human 
Resource Development Policy.

A complete set of bidding documents in 
English will be available to interested bidders 
for collection at Planning Procurement 

124 
(between 8:00 am until 4:30 pm). 

Bids must be deposited on or before 27th 
October 2026 at 12:00HRS in the tender 
box situated at Government Complex Phase 

arriving after the closing date time shall 
be rejected. Tenders will be opened in the 
presence of bidders or representatives at 
14: 30 hours on the same day. 

EXPRESSION OF INTEREST NO: 3 OF 2026/2027 (INDIVIDUAL CONSULTANT)

A CALL FOR EXPRESSION OF INTEREST- INDIVIDUAL CONSULTANT TO DEVELOP A 
NATIONAL HUMAN RESOURCE DEVELOPMENT POLICY

THE MINISTRY OF FINANCE AND DEVELOPMENT PLANNING

should be addressed to:

Secretary Procurement Committee
Ministry of Finance and Development 
Planning
Development Planning Africa House
P.O. Box 630
Maseru 100.
Tel no. 22 317433 

Tender Timetable for the expression of 
interest
Activity Dates 
ITT Issued 1st  October 2026 

dates 
1st  – 21st  
October 2026 

Deadline for 
obtaining Tender 
Document 

21st   October 
2026  

ITT Close 27th  October 
2026 at 12:00 
noon 

Tender opening 27th October 
2026 at 14:30 
hours 

Evaluation dates 2nd  – 6th 
November 2026 

To obtain the Expression of Interest 
(EOI), interested and eligible individuals 
should request the EOI document from 
thato.pokola@gov.ls. The request should 
include: Name of Applicant, telephone 
numbers and email address.  

Government of Lesotho  

The European Union is selling 

in Maseru West and inviting 
individuals or entities interested in 
buying this property to submit an 

villa of 472 m² on a 5 738 m² plot 
of land situated at 215 Tona-Kholo 
Road Maseru West.

on 12 November 2026 at 23.59, 
local time.

Further information concerning 
the sales' conditions and visits 
to the property can be found on 
the following EU Delegation's 
webpage: https://link.europa.eu/
fngbdfnm

The European Union is selling 

in Maseru West and inviting 
individuals or entities interested in 
buying this property to submit an 

villa of 264 m² on a 4 642 m² plot 
of land situated at 216 Tona-Kholo 
Road Maseru West.

on 12 November 2026 at 23.59, 
local time.

Further information concerning 
the sales' conditions and visits 
to the property can be found on 
the following EU Delegation's 
webpage: https://link.europa.eu/
KpHmqq

NOTICE OF SALE – 
RESIDENTIAL VILLA IN 

MASERU WEST

NOTICE OF SALE – 
RESIDENTIAL VILLA IN 

MASERU WEST
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A study from Lesotho has found worrying 
signs that HIV can quickly become resist-
ant to dolutegravir, one of the main medi-
cines used to treat the virus in Africa. 

This discovery comes from the Viral 
Load Cohort North East Lesotho (VI-
CONEL) project, which follows the health 
of people on HIV treatment across three 
districts in Lesotho.

14th National Health Research Symposi-
um which was held in October under the 
theme “Advancing Universal Health Cov-

now a cornerstone for HIV treatment in 
many African countries. It is usually very 
effective and is used by thousands of peo-
ple. 

However, the new research shows that 
resistance to this important medicine can 
develop much sooner than doctors previ-
ously thought.

people who had started taking dolutegra-
vir by April 2026. Out of these, 745 met 
the criteria for genetic sequencing, and re-

Fresh HIV challenge emerges
fective for everyone who needs it in Leso-
tho and beyond.

Meanwhile, during the International 
-

ro, researchers reported a troubling rise 
in HIV drug resistance across sub-Saharan 
Africa, including Lesotho.

Findings from the Ndovu Study reveal 

Tanzania, Mozambique and Lesotho.

respond well and achieve viral suppres-
sion, a proportion fail to suppress the vi-
rus, often due to inconsistent medication 

investigator of the study.
For those with drug-resistant HIV, treat-

ment options become limited and more 
costly, and the risk of mother-to-child and 
partner transmission rises.

The World Health Organization (WHO) 
has urged countries to implement stand-
ardised surveillance of HIV drug resist-
ance to track trends and guide treatment 
decisions. However, resource limitations 
mean that regular resistance testing re-
mains a challenge in many African coun-
tries.

searchers were able to successfully com-
plete testing for 304 participants.

Among those tested, 24 people, almost 
8 percent, had developed resistance to do-
lutegravir. This means the medicine was 
no longer working as it should to control 
the virus.

Even more concerning, resistance was 
found in 9 out of 96 people who met the 

-
-

uation where the virus is not controlled 
by treatment and can multiply. The rate 
of resistance in this group was nearly 9.4 
percent.

The study also found that some people 
developed resistance within two years 
of starting treatment with dolutegravir. 
In fact, in two cases, resistance appeared 
within just nine months. This is much ear-
lier than experts expected.

Current rules recommend testing for 
resistance only in certain situations, such 
as when someone has been on the med-
icine for two years, or when their viral 
load, a measure of the amount of virus in 
the blood, reaches a certain level. The re-
searchers warn that these guidelines may 
miss many cases of early resistance.

“If we only use the current WHO rules 
for testing, we would have missed 50 cas-

“If we only look at people with prior HIV 
treatment, we would have missed three 
cases. And if we only test after two years 
on dolutegravir, we would have missed 

these guidelines. The researchers say that 
testing should not be limited only to peo-
ple who have been on dolutegravir for a 
long time or those who meet strict viral 
load rules. 

They believe that expanding testing to 
more people, especially those showing 
early signs of treatment failure, could help 

However, expanding testing would 
mean more people need to be screened, 
which could require extra resources for 
health programs. The researchers say this 
is a challenge that health leaders in Leso-
tho and other countries must consider.

While the study only looked at people 
whose samples could be tested, the results 
still highlight a real risk. The researchers 
call for urgent action to update testing 
guidelines, so that HIV treatment stays ef-

Alarm over telecoms 
vandalism sounded

Vodacom Lesotho has called for 
a coordinated national response 
to escalating vandalism of 
telecommunications infrastructure, 
warning that the attacks are disrupting 
essential services, increasing operating 
costs and threatening efforts to expand 
connectivity across the country.

In a statement issued this week, 
the mobile network operator said a 
series of incidents at its network sites 
involved the deliberate destruction of 
critical infrastructure, including the 
cutting of power and communications 
cables, damage to electrical systems, 
tampering with equipment cabinets and 
destruction of assets needed to keep 
telecommunications services operational.

The company warned that the attacks 
go beyond damage to its property, 
affecting communities and institutions 
that rely on reliable connectivity for 
emergency communications, digital 
learning, business operations and mobile 

Health facilities, law-enforcement 
agencies and other public institutions 
also depend on telecommunications 
infrastructure to deliver essential services.

but also the potential market for stolen 
materials, which can create an incentive 
for further attacks.

Ntaopane said resources spent 
repeatedly replacing vandalised 
infrastructure could instead be used to 
improve network coverage and service 
delivery.

“We cannot continue investing in 
replacing infrastructure damaged by 
criminal acts when those same resources 
could be used to expand coverage, 
improve services and connect more 
Basotho to the opportunities of the digital 
economy. Protecting telecommunications 
infrastructure protects communities, 

added.
Vodacom Lesotho said it was working 

closely with law-enforcement agencies 
and other stakeholders to strengthen 
security around affected sites and support 
ongoing investigations into the incidents.

The company’s call for a coordinated 
national response places the protection 
of telecommunications infrastructure 
as a shared responsibility involving 
communities, authorities, businesses and 
the public, amid concerns that continued 
vandalism could undermine investment in 
the country’s digital connectivity.

“These incidents are not victimless 

Lesotho’s Head of External Affairs and 
Regulatory.

“When a network site is vandalised, 
entire communities lose access to 
essential communications. Families are 
unable to make urgent calls, businesses 
are disrupted, learners lose access 
to educational resources and people 
requiring emergency assistance struggle 
to connect. Those responsible are not 
simply damaging equipment. They are 
interrupting services that our people 

The company said it deploys technical 
teams and contingency measures to 
restore affected services as quickly as 
possible following incidents. However, 
repairing and replacing damaged 
infrastructure requires substantial 

and time.
These costs, it said, divert investment 

from network expansion, service 
improvements and community-
development initiatives.

The vandalism also carries wider 
economic and social consequences, 
including service outages, lost revenue 
and higher operating costs. It further 

slows efforts to extend connectivity to 
Basotho in underserved communities, 
where reliable telecommunications 
services are increasingly important for 

and economic opportunities.
Vodacom’s concerns highlight the wider 

implications of infrastructure vandalism 
in a country where mobile connectivity 
supports an expanding range of economic 

network site can leave customers without 
services while technical teams work to 
repair the affected equipment and restore 
connections.

The company has urged communities 
living near telecommunications sites 
to help protect the infrastructure by 
reporting suspicious activity, discouraging 
interference with network facilities 
and alerting local authorities to signs of 
damage or attempted theft.

It has also appealed to scrap-metal 
dealers, recyclers and members of the 
public to reject the purchase and trade 
of cables, batteries, solar equipment and 
other items suspected of being stolen 
from telecommunications or electricity 
infrastructure.

The appeal targets not only those who 
allegedly damage or steal equipment 

Ntsoaki Motaung

Staff Reporter
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‘Anyone Can Wear a 
Crown, but the Idea Is to 
Leave Lesotho Better’

CONTINUE TO PAGE 19

Miss Lesotho, Reitumetse Makara (RM) 

the title, with a vision centred on mental 
health advocacy, youth empowerment and 
representing Lesotho on the international 
stage.

was crowned in 2024 and continued to 
hold the title through 2025, when no new 
Miss Lesotho was crowned. During her 
extended reign, Makoae also represented 
Lesotho at Miss Cosmo 2025, inspiring the 
next queen to pursue her own pageant 
journey.

For Makara, the crown represents 
more than personal achievement. Having 
studied psychology, she hopes to use her 
platform to address mental health stigma, 
create safe spaces for people struggling 

following someone who held the title for 
that long add any pressure?

RM: The honest answer is that, yes, there 

carried the crown for so long with so much 
grace, and I imagine it required incredible 
dedication and resilience.

seize the opportunity to chase my dream. She 
kept the legacy alive, allowing me to step into 
the foundation she laid and carry it forward.

at Miss Cosmo 2025. How closely did you 
follow her journey, and what did you learn 
from watching her represent the country 
internationally?

RM:

and Basotho culture.
Newsday Arts writer Chris Theko 

(CT), set down with the the new Miss 

on her coronation, following in Makoae’s 

since you were crowned Miss Lesotho. 

that moment?
RM: A month later, the moment still feels 

unreal. I witnessed my dream come true in 
real time, and living it has been nothing short 
of amazing.

CT: When your name was announced as 

went through your mind?
RM:

through my head at that time, so many 
emotions, but the one thought that stayed 
with me and stood out the most was the fact 

that I had made it.
CT: Becoming Miss Lesotho comes with 

you since taking on the title?
RM: When I competed for the title, I knew 

there would be responsibilities that came 
with winning. Now that I have won, I have 
realised that I do not just carry a title; I carry 
the responsibility of representing what a 
Mosotho girl is and can be.

This has made me more intentional with 
my platform, my time and my energy. It is a 
responsibility I intend to carry with grace and 
pride.

Makoae, who had an unusually long reign 
after there was no crowning in 2025. Does 

tmothibe@ymail.com
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Watching her represent our country was 
incredible. You could almost see and feel 
just how much love and pride she carried for 
Lesotho.

She told Lesotho’s story beautifully. She 
taught me that authenticity carries a lot of 
weight internationally. It is not just about the 
walks and the glamour, but about allowing 
your country’s story to be told through you.

CT: Do you see yourself continuing any 
of the work or initiatives started during 

a completely different identity as Miss 
Lesotho?

RM:
work during her reign. She cemented her 
place in the legacy of Miss Lesotho and 
what the brand represents, and I believe it is 
important to honour the foundation laid by 
every queen.

I also believe that each queen is chosen 

My story, purpose, journey and passion have 
led me to mental health. It is a pressing issue 
affecting so many of our people, and one that 

I will always celebrate and support the 
work of those who came before me, but I 
would also like my reign to have its own 
heartbeat.

CT: Every Miss Lesotho eventually has 
to answer the question: What does the 
crown actually mean to you?

RM: I could answer by saying it means 
everything, which it truly does. But this 
crown means permission, responsibility and 
representation.

Permission to be seen and to be a symbol of 
what it means to be a young Mosotho girl. The 
responsibility to carry the crown with dignity, 
not just for myself but for every young woman 
who dares to have a dream. It is a promise to 
serve and leave a lasting legacy of change and 
empowerment.

And then there is representation: 
representing who we are as a people and 
what we stand for.

CT: Beyond the glamour, what do you 

Lesotho?
RM: Miss Lesotho’s job begins when the 

lights go off. Yes, the stage and the glamour 
are a huge part of it, but the real work begins 
afterwards.

As Miss Lesotho, my responsibilities are to 
preserve our culture, serve with the intention 
of creating real change, be a voice and stand 
for what I truly believe in.

Anyone can wear a crown; the idea, 
however, is to leave Lesotho a little better 

CT: What issues or causes are 
particularly important to you, and how 
do you intend to use the Miss Lesotho 
platform to address them?

RM: The most important cause to me is 
mental health. Our country lacks resources 
when it comes to mental health, which was 
one of the main reasons I studied psychology.

I cannot practise just yet, and because I 
do not want to wait any longer for change, I 
believe this platform can be used effectively to 
break the silence.

One of the main reasons mental health is 
so stigmatised and misunderstood is that 
it is rarely spoken about. Once we start the 
conversation, we can learn what it truly 
means and build the bridges needed to 

educate people and integrate mental health 
information into our language and culture so 
that no one is left behind.

I want to create a safe space for anyone 
struggling with mental health and help 
educate people about everyday tools they can 
use without stigma or shame.

particularly with social media giving 
contestants and titleholders a direct 

intend to use your digital platforms during 
your reign?

RM: Social media can be an extraordinary 
way to connect when used correctly. I would 
like to use my platform to be real, not perfect, 
but authentic.

love. I want it to be a platform that educates, 
not just entertains. I would also like to use 
my page as a safe space where I can build a 
community.

I want to be seen, but also to be felt, and to 
build meaningful connections.

that comes with wearing a national crown. 
How prepared are you for criticism, 
expectations and the pressure that comes 

RM: There is a saying that goes, “Heavy is 

understood it until now.
A title like this comes with its joys and 

positives, but it also comes with scrutiny. I 
came into Miss Lesotho with a clear purpose, 
and I have built a strong foundation. I believe 
that foundation is enough to drown out any 
noise.

Criticism is bound to come, but my focus is 
not on that; my focus will be on my intended 
purpose. I do not intend to be perfect, but I 
intend to be willing to serve, especially under 
pressure.

CT: What do you think people 

queens?
RM: I do think there is still a perception 

that it is all about beauty, walks and so on, 
when in reality, there is so much more that 
goes into it. Being a beauty queen comes with 
discipline and structure.

RM: No. In fact, if it were just about beauty, 
I believe the entire thing would end on the 
night of the crowning.

Miss Lesotho should be a platform that 
is used to create and seize opportunities. It 
should help bring positive change, nurture 

resilience and develop leadership. It should 

their endeavours.
CT: International representation 

comes with the title. Are there particular 
international pageants you hope to 
compete in, and what would representing 
Lesotho on that stage mean to you?

RM: One of the reasons I decided to join 
Miss Lesotho was to be able to represent our 
country internationally. I would love to follow 
in the footsteps of one of our previous queens 
and compete at Miss Cosmo.

To me, international representation means 
being seen, and not just competing. It is 
about carrying much more than myself; it is 
about carrying everything that my country 
represents.

It would mean telling the correct story 
about Lesotho: that it is a country with a rich 
and deep culture, a beautiful language and 
profound values. I do not just want to appear 
on the international stage; I want Lesotho to 
be remembered long after I leave it.

CT: What would you like to achieve 
during your reign that would make you 

used this crown well”?
RM: The ultimate goal is to leave lasting 

and real change. Mental health advocacy is 
incredibly important to me, and it is what I 
would mainly like to focus on.

address the crises that have been going on for 
so long but have somehow been sidelined, or 
at least not addressed in the way they should 
be.

I would love to use my degree and this 
platform to create safe spaces for mental 
health care and educate people, particularly 
young people, about mental health and what 
it truly means, because we cannot change a 
problem we do not understand.

I would love to build a bridge between our 
culture and mental health.

CT: Finally, what would you like to say 
to Basotho who supported you during the 
pageant and those who are now watching 
your journey as Miss Lesotho?

RM: The amount of support I have received 
throughout this journey has been incredibly 
humbling. I cannot express how grateful I am 
to everyone who has stood by me.

From my family, who encouraged me to 

believed in me immensely; my church 
members, who prayed for me; everyone who 
saw my videos and social media posts and 
decided to stand behind me; those who wrote 
encouraging comments and voted for me; 
my interviewers and mentors; and everyone 
who cheered for me as I walked the stage, all 

leboha.
Your support has been a source of strength. 

I hope to represent who we are by wearing 
this crown and carrying this title with dignity, 
pride and love.
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Lesotho Wine Festival: 
A taste of the world in 
the heart of Lesotho 

There is something special about an event that brings 
people together, introduces them to new experiences 
and leaves them with stories to tell long after the day 
is over. 

On 10 October, Maseru Club became just that place 
as the 13th edition of the Lesotho Wine Festival 
brought together wine lovers, business people, local 
creatives and visitors from beyond Lesotho’s borders 
for a day of wine and connection.

With around 140 wineries from outside the country, 
from Spain, Portugal, Italy, Botswana, Namibia and 
South Africa and 35 local crafters in attendance, the 
festival offered guests a taste of the world without 

From sampling different wines to browsing locally 
made crafts and enjoying some very good company, 

when the wine tasting made way for entertainment, 
the atmosphere carried on so well into the day. 

Between Security personnel, waiters, bar staff, 

out.
But the Lesotho Wine Festival is about more than 

just wine. It is also about tourism and the many 
opportunities that come when people gather in one 
place to experience something different. Events like 
this encourage people to travel, explore new places 
and spend time in destinations they might not 
otherwise visit. They also bring visitors into contact 
with the people, and businesses and creativity that 
makes Lesotho a destination worth discovering.

For a country with so much to offer; the festival 
became the gateway to travelers to experience 
breathtaking mountain scenery and a culture so rich. 
The events that attract both local and international 
visitors play an important role in keeping Lesotho 
on the map. They create opportunities for visitors 
to experience the country beyond its famous 
landscapes, while contributing to the vibrancy of its 
hospitality and business sectors.

One of the festival’s most beautiful contributions, 
however, is the space it creates for local crafters to 
share their work with a wider audience. Among the 

who spoke warmly about what the festival has meant 
for her business said:

“What Lesotho Wine is doing for me and my fellow 

exhibition with them was the previous year, and 

Her story is a reminder that sometimes, all a 
talented person needs is the right platform and an 
audience willing to stop, look and appreciate what 
they have created. For local artists, the festival opens 
doors to customers they might not ordinarily reach, 
including international visitors who can take a piece 
of Lesotho’s creativity home with them. 

This is exactly how it was for another local crafter, 
Ido Beads; “as vendors, we enjoyed connecting with 
our clients, especially returning wine exhibitors 
from last year’s event, who recognised the Ido Beads 
brand and visited our stall to purchase souvenirs and 

entrepreneur who founded the event, creating 
these opportunities is central to his vision. One of 
his biggest goals is to give local crafters the greatest 
possible exposure for their businesses, allowing 
their work to reach more people and helping them 
connect with potential customers.

And while some guests came for the wine and 
others for the entertainment, the opportunity to 

build meaningful relationships was just as important. 

as a valuable platform not only for having fun and 
mingling, but also for creating networks that can 
contribute to one's growth as a businesswoman.

This is part of what makes events like the Lesotho 
Wine Festival so valuable. Business conversations 
happen over a glass of wine, new friendships are 
formed between strangers, and local entrepreneurs 

become their next customers or partners. Tourism, 
after all, is not only about where people go; it is also 
about what they experience, who they meet and 
what they take away from the journey.

The festival also demonstrates how events can 
bring together different parts of the tourism value 
chain. Wineries introduce their products to new 
audiences, local crafters showcase their talent, 
businesses build relationships, and visitors get 
another reason to spend time in Maseru. These 
experiences help create a lively destination offering 
that appeals to both residents and international 
travellers.

As the 13th edition drew over 1100 people 
together, it offered a glimpse of what tourism can 
look like when entertainment and local creativity 
share the same space. It was a celebration of good 
wine, certainly, but also of opportunity and the 
people who make events like this possible.

Because sometimes, the best way to experience a 
destination is not simply to see its mountains or take 
photographs of its beautiful scenery. Sometimes, 
it is to sit among its people, share a conversation, 
taste something new and leave with a little more 
appreciation for the place you have visited.

And in the heart of Lesotho, the Wine Festival 
continues to offer just that: a reason to gather, a 
reason to explore, and another reason for the world 

Molapo Matela, pointed out that the Wine Festival 
is positioning Lesotho as a preferred destination for 
wine lovers and wineries, whilst also contributing 
positively to the local economy. “Visitors stay in our 
accommodation facilities and buy food, which means 

However, Matela emphasized the need for greater 
involvement of tourism stakeholders, particularly 
tour guides and tour operators, who could work with 
the event organisers to develop additional activities 
that encourage visitors to stay longer and explore 
more of Lesotho breathtaking landscape and engage 
in fascinating activities.

mandate to promote Lesotho as a preferred tourism 
destination and attract more visitors to the country. 
He also commended the organisers for putting 
together an event of this magnitude.

Film festival poised to create space 
for dialogue, learning
The annual European Union (EU) Film Festival is 

together with their European counterparts through 
cinema, creating space for dialogue, shared 
knowledge and the exchange of ideas.

October 2026 at the Alliance Française de Maseru. 

Makosholo, ‘Ben Made It’.

Eswatini and Alliance Française.

Lesotho, Erika Pasquini, said the festival aims to 
foster cultural understanding and strengthen ties 
with Europe. All screenings will be free of charge.

The festival will bring international cinema 
to audiences across Lesotho, with screenings 
scheduled in Maseru, Roma and all 10 districts 
between 28 October and 18 November. Venues 
include Alliance Française de Maseru, the National 
University of Lesotho (NUL) in Roma and Café What 
in Maseru. According to the organisers, communities 

from 5 to 15 November.
The programme is a selection of European and 

African dramas, documentaries, comedies and 

identity, freedom of expression, social justice, 
women’s empowerment, family relationships, 
resilience and environmental challenges.

Pasquini said the festival seeks to bring 
different perspectives to audiences while creating 
opportunities for cultural exchange between 

platform to connect with European embassies based 
in South Africa.

She said the organisers wanted to hear from people 
who could contribute to the development of cinema 
in Lesotho. “This is a space for dialogue and space for 

On her part, the director of Alliance Française de 

Maseru and Honorary Consul of France in Lesotho, 

connections and networking opportunities with 

The festival reportedly reached 300 viewers in 
2022 and more than 3,000 last year. The organisers 
attributed this growth to a fruitful partnership with 
Alliance Française.

This year’s edition will put the spotlight on 
Southern African storytelling and emerging Basotho 

celebrating local talent and encouraging creativity. 

visibility.
She added that some screenings would be followed 

by interactive sessions with writers and actors. On 6 
November, Alliance Française will host a screening 
accompanied by a book launch. The book, which 
aims to promote knowledge, will be distributed 
across the country.

The festival will also include training sessions for 
schools. Last year, the initiative reached 18 schools, 
and the organisers hope to increase that number to 
24 this year.

It will close on 18 November at Café What, where 

event.

Staff Reporter

From left Erika Pasquini (EU) and Elisabeth Douillet (Alliance Francaise de Maseru)

Thoboloko Ntšonyane
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Seabata Mahao 

Lesotho’s long-distance runners have repeat-
edly demonstrated that the country possesses 
the talent to compete with some of the conti-

-
tion is whether the government and private 
sector are prepared to invest in that talent with 
the seriousness and consistency it deserves.

From Tebello Ramakongoana and ‘Neheng 
-

ka, and Mabothile Lebopo, Lesotho has pro-
duced runners who have carried the national 

They have achieved remarkable results de-
spite the challenges of limited resources, inad-

support. Their performances should force the 
country to confront an uncomfortable ques-
tion: how much more could Lesotho achieve 
if athletics received the investment it needs to 
thrive?

The latest results from South Africa offer 
another compelling reason to act. Last Sunday, 

-

and 40 seconds, beating South African runners 
Emma Brown and Irvette van Zyl.

-
dela Marathon in Cape Town, clocking an im-
pressive 2:15:24, just 10 seconds behind South 

These were not isolated achievements. They 
were further evidence of the competitive qual-

victory and Ramashamole’s marathon perfor-
mance showed that Basotho athletes can chal-
lenge established competitors on South Afri-
can soil, where road running attracts strong 

AvaniFit Marathon in a time of 2:29:45, while 

women’s marathon. Mathibelle received 
M15,000 for his victory. These results under-
line the depth of distance-running talent avail-
able to Lesotho, but they also raise questions 
about the value the country places on sporting 
excellence.

-
tion, but the wider ambition should be to build 
a sporting environment in which athletes can 
earn sustainable livelihoods, prepare profes-
sionally and compete internationally without 

-
nance their next race.

The problem with Lesotho’s approach to 
sporting achievement is that it too often begins 

breaks a record or represents the country at 
a global competition, and the authorities re-

-
ulations or promises of support.

While these gestures are appreciated, they 
cannot substitute for a functioning system that 

A cash reward comes after the hard work 
has been done. It does not pay for months of 
specialised training, quality running shoes, 
nutritious food, physiotherapy, medical assess-
ments, coaching or travel to competitions. Nor 
does it guarantee that an athlete will have the 
resources to prepare adequately for the next 
challenge.

In May 2025, Ramakongoana was reported-
ly considering withdrawing from the Mountain 
Marathon after waiting months for promised 
prize money. He had won the inaugural race 
in October 2024 and was reportedly still owed 
M150,000. 

Such an episode illustrates the danger of 
making promises without reliable systems for 

-
fessional commitment from its athletes while 

We must stop 
applauding athletes and 
start investing in them

treating its own commitments as optional.
-

ture and expertise
Lesotho needs to move beyond celebrating 

individual achievements and establish the 
foundations of a sustainable athletics industry.

infrastructure. Athletes need accessible, safe 
and well-maintained tracks, gyms, recovery 
facilities and training centres. Such facilities 
should not be concentrated exclusively in 

produced promising runners must also have 
opportunities to develop their talent.

Lesotho’s mountainous terrain offers a nat-
ural advantage for endurance training, but 
geography alone cannot produce champions. 
Athletes still need structured programmes, 
professional supervision, medical support and 
opportunities to train under conditions that 
prepare them for elite competition.

The government, through the relevant 
sports authorities and the Federation of Athlet-
ics Lesotho (FAL), should develop a long-term 
national athletics strategy with measurable 
targets, a dedicated budget and transparent 
accountability mechanisms. 

Such a strategy should identify emerging 
talent early, support promising junior athletes 
and create clear pathways from school com-
petitions to national teams and professional 
racing.

Coaches and trainers are equally important. 
Natural ability may help a runner win a local 
race, but competing consistently at interna-
tional level requires technical knowledge, dis-
ciplined preparation and careful management 
of an athlete’s development.

Lesotho must therefore invest in coach ed-
ucation, sports science and specialist training. 

physiotherapists, sports physicians and nu-
tritionists should form part of a properly sup-
ported athletics ecosystem.

Nutrition, in particular, should not be treat-
-

es enormous demands on the body. Athletes 
require appropriate diets, hydration, recovery 
and medical monitoring to sustain training 
loads and reduce the risk of injury. 

Expecting runners to compete against 
well-supported international rivals while leav-

own is hardly a winning strategy.
The international standing of Ramakongoa-

Lesotho’s Olympic marathon star Tebello Ramakongoana

na offers a glimpse of what is possible. World 
Athletics records his marathon personal best 
at 2:04:18, achieved at the Boston Marathon 
in April 2026. That performance places a Mo-
sotho athlete among the world's serious mara-
thon competitors and should be regarded as an 
asset worth nurturing. 

There is also a compelling economic ar-
gument for investing in athletics.

A properly developed sporting industry can 
create jobs for coaches, trainers, event organis-
ers, medical professionals, nutritionists, sports 
journalists, photographers, equipment suppli-
ers and hospitality businesses. It can generate 
demand for accommodation, transport, food 
services and tourism.

Road races can become important econom-
ic events, drawing participants and spectators 
from neighbouring countries and beyond. With 
professional organisation, reliable sponsorship 
and effective marketing, Lesotho could position 

The country has already witnessed a pro-
liferation of long-distance races in the years 
following the Covid-19 pandemic. Corporate 
participation in events such as the AvaniFit 
Marathon and other road races is encourag-
ing. These events create platforms for healthy 
living, community engagement and brand vis-
ibility.

However, the next stage requires a shift from 
isolated sponsorship arrangements to coordi-
nated investment. Corporates should consid-
er pooling resources to strengthen the entire 
athletics calendar rather than competing to 
support individual events without a broader 
development framework. 

A collective sponsorship model could im-
prove prize money, event logistics, athlete 
welfare, marketing and the consistency of race 
organisation.

Better prizes would make a difference. The 
M15,000 earned by Mathibelle is a meaningful 
reward in the local context, but Lesotho should 
aspire to create a more competitive prize struc-
ture as the market develops. 

Major South African road races demonstrate 
the potential of substantial sponsorship to 

-
sotho's smaller economy means it may not im-
mediately match the biggest events across the 
border, but that should inspire collaboration 
rather than resignation.

through incentives for sports sponsorship, 
transparent grants, partnerships with local 
authorities and investment in facilities that can 
serve schools, clubs and communities.

Private companies, meanwhile, should look 
beyond the immediate publicity generated by 
presenting a cheque to a victorious athlete. 
Long-term sponsorship contracts, training 
bursaries, equipment provision and athlete 
welfare programmes can produce far greater 
value for both the athlete and the sponsor.

Why not make athletics a national prior-
ity?

Lesotho cannot realistically invest equally 
in every sporting code at every stage of its de-

choices must be made about where investment 
can produce the greatest returns.

Athletics deserves serious consideration be-
cause the country already possesses a proven 
competitive foundation, particularly in dis-
tance running. The achievements of Basotho 
runners in South Africa suggest that the coun-
try does not need to start from scratch. It needs 
to strengthen what is already working.

This is not an argument for abandoning foot-
ball, basketball, netball or other sports. Rather, 
it is a call to recognise where focused invest-
ment could deliver particularly strong results. 
Athletics offers opportunities for individu-
al athletes to progress through measurable 
performance standards and compete across 
a wide range of regional and international 
events.

Lesotho has already shown that its athletes 
can compete with runners from countries with 
strong distance-running traditions, including 

pipeline that produces more than a handful of 
exceptional individuals.

That means supporting school athletics, 
identifying talent in rural communities, im-
proving coaching, funding international expo-
sure and ensuring that promising athletes do 
not abandon the sport because they cannot 
afford to pursue it.

The government must provide leadership, 
but it cannot do everything alone. The private 
sector, sports federations, schools, local au-
thorities and communities must become part-
ners in a common national project.

Lesotho's runners have done their part. 
They have trained, travelled and competed, 
often with limited support, and returned with 
victories that have brought pride to the coun-
try.

The next generation should not have to 

-

circumstances, imagine what its runners could 
achieve with modern facilities, professional 
coaching, proper nutrition, reliable sponsor-
ship and meaningful prize money.

The opportunity is before us. The talent is 
already here. What is missing is the collective 
determination to invest in it.

Lesotho must put its money where its ap-
plause is. The rewards could extend far be-

stronger sporting culture, new employment 
opportunities, healthier communities and a 
country increasingly recognised for excellence 
on the international stage.
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Likatola eye 
Botswana’s scalp 

The senior men’s national rugby team, 

over Botswana as they prepare for the 2026 
BOLESWA Tri-Nations Tournament in eSwatini.

The team received a ceremonial send-off 
at the Lesotho National Olympic Committee 
(LNOC) on Wednesday, October 21, ahead of 
the regional competition, which runs from 
October 24 to 31.

Sanctioned by Rugby Africa, the tournament 
will feature Lesotho, hosts eSwatini and 
Botswana, with Likatola opening their 
campaign against the hosts on October 24 
before facing Botswana on October 28.

sights on winning the tournament and ending 
Botswana’s dominance over Lesotho, as he 
continues to build a competitive national side.

“For me, it is always about winning the 
tournament. We will be out to win. We have 
never beaten Botswana, so this time we will 
be hoping to end their dominance and record 

Should we be successful, that will be a huge 

Lesotho last faced Botswana in an 
international friendly in September 2024, 
suffering a 37-15 defeat away from home.

The upcoming tournament presents 
Raphepeng with another opportunity to assess 
his squad and measure the team’s progress 
since his appointment in March 2025.

However, the coach acknowledged that 
limited competitive game time remains a major 
obstacle to the team’s development, alongside 
efforts to establish a distinct playing identity.

The Premier League Management 
Committee (PLMC), has in partnership with 
Maluti Mountain Cement (MMC), unveiled 
the Maluti Mountain Cement Charity Cup, 
an initiative aimed at supporting football 
development, uplifting communities 
and stimulating economic activity across 
Lesotho.

The unveiling ceremony was held on 
20 October 2026, at Bambatha Ts’ita 
Sports Arena. It brought together football 

stakeholders to celebrate a partnership 
that seeks to strengthen the role of sport in 
national development.

Speaking at the ceremony, MMC Managing 

Charity Cup had evolved from the Berea 
Charity Cup into a broader initiative 
supporting sport and communities across 
the country’s districts.

He explained that the vision extends 
beyond football, with a focus on creating 
opportunities for small businesses, 
including street vendors, while encouraging 
community participation and giving back to 
those in need.

“We want to make this a big charitable 
event to promote economic activity 
throughout the different districts and 

Lephema said.
He added that the tournament was also 

designed to support football clubs and 
give players a well-organised, competitive 
platform. He thanked attendees for their 
commitment to promoting sport and 
community development.

Lesotho Football Association (LeFA) 
President Lijane Nthunya welcomed the 
sponsorship as an important contribution to 
the development of football in the country.

Nthunya said tournaments are essential to 
raising the standard of the game, as they give 
coaches the chance to assess players and 
give players valuable match time.

He also welcomed the inclusion of 

Likatola squad

Chitja, Metsing Mahloane, Thabelo Mpeoa, 
Matabataba Fiee, Siyabonga Lekhorana, 

Singing.

Moletsane, Itebogheng Fanana and Hopolang 

Charity cup kicks 
off a bigger game

Seabata Mahao 

The 2026 Maluti Mountain Cement Charity 
Cup will take place on Saturday, 21 November 
2026, at Setsoto Stadium. The one-day 
tournament features four teams competing 

in the afternoon.
Lifofane FC will face Lijabatho FC in the 

Matlama FC against Bantu FC at 12:30. The 

The prize money is substantial. The 
winners will receive M125,000 and the 
runners-up M75,000, while each of the two 

Individual awards will also recognise 
outstanding contributions. The Player of the 
Tournament will receive M5,000 and the Top 

share an award allocation of M3,000. The 
Man of the Match award is valued at M1,000.

commitment by MMC and the Lesotho 
Premier League to strengthen football, 
encourage corporate investment in sport and 

As preparations continue for the November 
tournament, organisers are expected to look 
to teams, supporters, businesses and the 
wider public to help make the Charity Cup a 
success.

Beyond the competition for silverware 
and prize money, the initiative seeks to show 
how sport can serve as a vehicle for charity, 
economic opportunity, social cohesion and 
national development in Lesotho.

Sports

individual awards, noting that recognising 
outstanding performances could motivate 

improve their contribution.
The LeFA president further highlighted 

football’s power to unite Basotho despite 
political and religious differences.

“Football brings together Basotho people 

corporate sector to follow MMC’s example by 
investing in the sport.

He urged organisers and participating 

two editions and deliver an improved event. 
Nthunya also appealed to players, supporters 
and other stakeholders to conduct themselves 
respectfully so that football remains welcoming 
to everyone.

President of the Lesotho Sports and 
Recreation Commission (LSRC), Baba 

Malephane, also praised MMC for its continued 
contribution to football and national 
development.

Malephane said meaningful partnerships 
are essential to the growth of sport, arguing 
that successful sponsorship depends not only 

inclusion and shared commitment among 
stakeholders.

He described MMC as part of the football 
family, saying its investment demonstrated a 
willingness to support communities and help 
build the nation.

Malephane encouraged Basotho to support 
the tournament by buying tickets, even if 
they could not contribute directly to the 
charitable cause. Public participation, he 
said, would strengthen the partnership and 
encourage other businesses to invest in sports 
development.

Likatola prepare for the 2026 BOLESWA Tri-Nations Tournament in eSwatini 
“On top of that, we continue to struggle with 

a lack of game time. We are also still trying to 
build our own playing identity and philosophy 

Raphepeng said the squad combines 
experienced players with emerging talent, 
although some players he had hoped to 
include were unavailable because of personal 
commitments.

“We are going to take a mixture of 
experienced and young players. I am happy 
with the group we have assembled, but, to be 
honest, there are some players we would have 

loved to have in the team who are unavailable 

Last year, Lesotho hosted the competition 
as a World Rugby-sanctioned Test Series. 
However, Botswana withdrew at the last 
minute for undisclosed reasons, leaving 
Lesotho and eSwatini to contest a single match, 
which the hosts won 34-12.

This year’s tournament therefore offers 
Likatola an opportunity to compete against 
both regional rivals and pursue the title. 
The competition will conclude with a match 
between eSwatini and Botswana.
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The Lesotho Sports and Recreation Commission 
(LSRC), in partnership with Imajin and Fusion 
Lesotho, has unveiled a brand-new 2026 Chery 
Tiggo 4 Pro as the grand prize in the Lesotho 

The vehicle was recently unveiled ahead of the 
grand draw scheduled for November 27, 2026, at 
Maseru Mall.

August to mobilise sustainable funding for sports 
development while giving Basotho an opportunity 
to win cash and other prizes.

Participants stand a chance of winning weekly 
cash prizes of M5,000, M10,000, M15,000 and 
M60,000, while a vehicle is offered every 90 days. 
All registered players remain eligible for the vehicle 
draw, including those who have participated in 
previous draws without winning.

Speaking at the unveiling, Imajin and Fusion 

said the initiative was established to support the 
growth of sport in the country while rewarding 
participants.

at the launch that a vehicle would be awarded 
every 90 days.

Asante expressed satisfaction with the response 
from Basotho but encouraged more people to 
participate, emphasising that the initiative would 
contribute towards sports development.

LSRC president Baba Malephane also thanked 

a positive step towards improving the funding of 
sport in Lesotho.

He said the unveiling demonstrated the 
commission’s commitment to ensuring the 
initiative was credible and delivered on its 
promises.
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“This is a sign of how legitimate and serious we 

than individuals or the commission.
“This initiative is not for me or the LSRC, but for 

said.
“We cannot always wait for the government to 

do things for us when we have the responsibility 
and the potential to bring about change on our 

awarded more than M500,000 in cash prizes.
Members of the public can participate through 

Play Store or Apple App Store, or by dialling *320# 
and following the instructions on any mobile 
network in Lesotho.

The commission says the initiative is designed 
to establish a citizen-driven funding model that 

can provide sustainable resources 
for the development of sport in the 
country.

Raffle winner 
to drive away in 
brand new car 

Seabata Mahao 

A brand-new 2026 Chery Tiggo 4 Pro grand prize in the Lesotho Sports Raffle

Matlama battle Lioli 
in a clash of opposites
Matlama FC, fresh at the top of the Vodacom 
Premier League (VPL), meet a Lioli FC side that 
has drawn three matches in a row when the 
two heavyweights clash at Setsoto Stadium on 
Saturday at 15:30.

The contrast in form makes this one of the most 

Lesotho football for decades. Matlama climbed to 
the summit after beating Linare 2-0. 

Lioli, who last won before the international 
break last month, have not won since, and 
were held to a 1-1 draw by Manonyane FC last 
weekend.

Matlama coach Thabile Secker said after the 
Linare win that his side planned to test the 
opposition early and adjust as needed. “We had 
planned to attack them straight up as a way to 
also see their reaction so that we can implement 

our Plan B. The strategy worked for us as we 

Lioli will want to arrest a slide of dropped points 
that has left them chasing the pace in the 2026/27 
title race. Matlama, though, know their position is 
far from secure. Lijabatho and Bantu are pressing 
hard behind them.

The weekend’s other marquee tie comes on 

Villa host Lijabatho at 13:00, followed by Bantu 
against Limkokwing at 15:30.

goals against two of Lesotho’s leading clubs in four 
days, beating Matlama and then Bantu 2-1, with 
Lehlohonolo Fothoane scoring twice in that win. 
Villa, the newcomers, were beaten 3-0 by Lifofane 
last weekend.

Bantu will be desperate to bounce back from 

that defeat and keep pace with 
the leaders. At the other end of 
the table, LMPS have gone seven 
matches without a win and sit 
bottom with two points. 

on Saturday at 15:00, under caretaker 
coach Sheli Ramoseka, after the club 
dismissed head coach Masupha Letsie 

who beat Mzamane 2-0 last time out, have 
won only twice in their last seven matches.

positions
Sat 

Machokha v Manonyane 
Setsoto Stadium 13:00 

[Machokha: ] [Manonyane: ]
Sat Lioli v Matlama 

Setsoto Stadium 15:30 
[Lioli: ] · Matlama: 1st

Sat LCS v Lifofane 

[Lifofane: ]
Sat M a j a n t j a  v  M z a m a n e  

Sebatana Russel Technical Centre 
15:00 [Majantja: ] [Mzamane: ]

Sun V i l l a  v  L i j a b a t h o  

[Villa: ] [Lijabatho: ]
Sun B a n t u  v  L i m ko k w i n g  

[Bantu: ] [Limkokwing: ]
Sun L i n a r e  v  M e m b e r s  
Saxophone Thejane Technical 

Centre 1 5 : 0 0  
[Linare: ] [Members: ]

Seabata Mahao 


